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NATO Watch Editorial: 
 

What exactly did the man charged with 
managing the withdrawal of NATO troops 
say to Defence Ministers last week? 
 
There are myriad internet links to the news that 
General Joseph Dunford has been made lead 
man for managing the withdrawal of NATO forces 
from Afghanistan and transferring responsibility 
for security to the ANSF.  And we know that he 
made a presentation to Defence Ministers during 
their meeting in Brussels on 22 February (which 
included the representatives of the 22 partner 
countries in ISAF, the Afghan defence minister 
and representatives of the European Union and 
United Nations) but it seem NATO’s heralded 
foray into the world of transparency doesn’t 
extend to the rest of us being given some insight 
into his observations and analysis on the day. 
 
At a small change of command ceremony in a 
secure gym at a NATO base in Kabul on 10 
February, General Hans-
Lothar Domröse, 
Commander Allied Joint 
Force Command Brunssum 
(JFCBS), spoke glowingly 
of General Dunford’s 
“remarkable career which 
has included a breadth of 
command, policy and 
operational appointments”, 
adding that he is “more 
than qualified to assume 
command of ISAF mission, 
and has the unwavering support of the entire 
NATO command chain behind him”. 
 
Although not having served in Afghanistan, 
General Dunford apparently earned the nickname 
‘Fighting Joe’ for his leadership in Iraq.  In a brief 
statement, he said: 
 

I’ll endeavor to continue the momentum of the 
campaign and support the people of Afghanistan as 
they seize the opportunity for a brighter future.  And 
I assure you ISAF will remain focused on winning.  
But today is not about change.  It’s about continuity.  
What’s not changed is the will of this coalition.  
What’s not changed is the discipline and the spirit of 
the ISAF team.  What’s not changed is the growing 
capability of our Afghan partners, the Afghan 
National Security Forces.  What’s not changed is 
our commitment to accomplish the mission.  Most 
importantly, what’s not changed is the inevitability of 
our success. 

 
Two days later General Dunford met President 
Karzai, who for some unexplained reason did not 
attend the hand-over ceremony despite being 
invited (his Minister of Defence and his National 
Security Advisor did attend).  While not 
elaborating on what was discussed at the meeting 

ISAF reported that "the intent of today's meeting 
was to pay respects to the President, reaffirm 
ISAF’s support to the campaign, and continue the 
productive relationship between ISAF and the 
Government of the Islamic Republic of 
Afghanistan”.  General Dunford did, apparently, 
reaffirm ISAF’s commitment to taking every step 
possible to ensure that operations are conducted 
in a way that further reduces the number of 
civilian casualties. 
 
We do know that General Dunford faces a huge 
and complex logistical challenge to withdraw 
nearly 100,000 troops and a vast amount of 
equipment and cargo - now apparently tagged 
‘retrograde’.  Exit routes will likely be subject to 
insurgent attacks and transit agreements, 
particularly with Pakistan and Russia, remain 
problematic.  And we do know that Canada’s 
relatively small deployed force has experienced 
tremendous problems in withdrawing its 
equipment for training and redeployment back 
home and elsewhere. 
 

(General Dunford – photo credit: 
flickr) 
 

One of the hardest parts 
of General Dunford’s new 
job, according to Major 
General Charles 
Gurganus, US Marine 
Corps Commander in 
southern and south 
western Afghanistan 
(which includes the 
Taliban heartland), will be 
the transition to the 

ANSF.  The objective of being responsible for 
their own recruiting, training and equipment 
supply by this summer might be regarded as 
ambitious and they are still dependent on ISAF for 
medical evacuation, intelligence and logistics 
assistance.   
 
The recent BBC Panorama programme revealed 
that the ANSF is poorly trained and lacking the 
resources needed to fight the Taliban.  It also 
presents evidence that the police are committing 
horrendous crimes despite the presence of ISAF.  
Added to the mix, it was suggested during the 
recent NATO Defence Ministerial meeting in 
Brussels to increase the size of, and consequently 
the support for the ANSF. 
 
Perhaps the lack of more detailed information 
about General Dunford’s role of Commander ISAF 
is down to a lack of clear political leadership, 
relative uncertainty about the size and 
responsibilities of forces on the ground and how 
long they will stay in Afghanistan to implant what 
is now called ‘Resolute Support’.  In his State of 
the Union address, President Obama said, “By the 
end of next year, our war in Afghanistan will be 

http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/news_98526.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/news_98526.htm
http://www.isaf.nato.int/images/Press_Releases/Feb2013/coc%20general%20dunford%20as%20delivered.pdf
http://www.isaf.nato.int/images/Press_Releases/Feb2013/coc%20general%20dunford%20as%20delivered.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01qxwl3
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-21547542
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over,” but he was non-specific about the post-
2014 operation. 
 
While there were confusing comments about what 
was discussed and agreed to at the Brussels 
Ministerial, the retiring US Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta said that he and his NATO 
counterparts were considering a residual force of 
between 8,000 and 12,000.  He added that “most 
NATO Defence Ministers assured him they are 
committed to remaining part of a US-led coalition”.  
It remains to be seen if Defence Ministers were 
indeed as united as implied and if they have 
consulted with their own governments and 
parliaments on this apparent extension of their 
military and financial support. 

 

 

Sketch: 
 
Exclusive: NATO-Russia military hotline 
defuses first crisis 
 

By Nowhere Man for NATO Watch 
 
(Russian meteor causes sonic 
boom, 400 Injured – photo credit: 
zennie62/ flickr) 
 

A new NATO-Russia 
military-to-military 
telephone line was finally 
established last week. It 
comes only a mere 50 
years after the famous 
Moscow–Washington 
‘hotline’ was set up to 
allow direct communication 
between the leaders of the United States and then 
Soviet Union.  Belgian telecom engineers insisted 
that, even for Brussels, such a long wait for a 
service connection was unusual and blamed the 
delay on a “contract dispute” between the two 
parties.  
 
The first use of the Moscow-Washington hotline 
was a test message: "The quick brown fox jumps 
over the lazy dog 1234567890". It would be 
another four years before the hotline was first 
used to help soothe a major crisis: during the six-
day Egypt–Israel War in 1967, both superpowers 
informed each other of military moves which might 
have been provocative or ambiguous.  
 
However, NATO Watch can exclusively divulge 
that the Moscow-Brussels ‘secure’ hotline 
immediately helped smooth out some 
misunderstandings and rescue a potential 
meltdown situation in NATO-Russian relations, as 
these leaked transcripts (from NATO HQ) reveal: 
 

Hello…. 

Hello, Dmitry I can’t hear you too well… do you 
suppose you could turn the music down just a 
little… 

Ah that’s much better… 

Yes I can hear you now Dmitry, clear and plain and 
coming through fine 

I’m coming through fine too, eh, then well then 
good, as you say we are both coming through fine…  

Well it’s good that your fine and I’m fine 

I agree with you it’s great to be fine….. 

Yes, I know…. if we had gone with Skype then we 
could see how fine we both are… but Skype doesn’t 
allow encrypted calls Dmitry…. and you never know 
when Unit 61398 might be listening in… 

What’s that Dmitry?  You are not happy with the 
division of the restaurant bill following the last NRC 
[NATO-Russia Council] meeting… but we agreed a 
50:50 split… Yes, I know there were 28 countries in 
our delegation Dmitry, but take a look at the drinks 
bill…….  not even the Brits drink that much beer…..  
OK, we can look at the figures again but I can’t 
promise anything Dmitry…. our taxpayers are 
looking very closely at our budgets and these are 
austere times as our Secretary General keeps 
reminding us… 

Now then Dmitry, you know how we have always 
talked about our missile 
defences not being a threat 
to your defences…. missile 
defence Dmitry, ballistic 
missile defences 

Well, what happened is one 
of our missile commanders 
he went a little funny in the 
head…. You know, just a 
little funny and he went and 
did a silly thing. 

Well, I’ll tell you what he did, 
he ordered his warship’s Aegis SM-3 missiles to 
attack your country…. Well, let me finish Dmitry,… 
let me finish Dmitry,…. Well how do you think I feel 
about it?  Can you imagine how I feel about it 
Dmitry?  Why do you think I am calling you? Just to 
say hello? …..of course I like to speak to you? Of 
course I like to say hello. Not now, but at any time… 
I am just calling up to tell you that something terrible 
has happened. 

It is a friendly call; of course it is a friendly call. 
Listen, if it wasn’t friendly, you probably wouldn’t 
have even got it.  

Please pay attention Dmitry, the missiles will reach 
their target in about 20 minutes…   just south of the 
Ural mountains, close to Chelyabinsk, I think.  
What’s that Dmitry? Putin is not going to like it… 
well, I think I can say the same for President 
Obama.  

But listen up Dmitry, the missiles are unlikely to 
cause much collateral damage and if we play our 
cards right our civilian leaders need never know. 
Our spinners here at NATO HQ have come up with 
a great cover story: meteorites.  METEORITES, yes 
Dmitry, you heard right, METEORITES. 

Well, hold on a minute Dmitry let me explain….. of 
course they will believe it, our publics are so gullible 

http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-5205FE50-92A8E3DD/natolive/news_98492.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-5205FE50-92A8E3DD/natolive/news_98492.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-5205FE50-92A8E3DD/natolive/news_98492.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moscow%E2%80%93Washington_hotline
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moscow%E2%80%93Washington_hotline
http://intelreport.mandiant.com/Mandiant_APT1_Report.pdf
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we can get them to believe anything…..and we have 
a nice piece of stage-managed video footage to 
prove it… take a look for yourself we have just 
emailed it over to you….[see video here] 

I am sorry Dmitry, you faded away there… I am 
sorry too Dmitry, all right you’re sorrier than I am… 
but I am sorry as well. I am as sorry as you are 
Dmitry. Don’t say that you are more sorry than I am 
because I am capable of being just as sorry as you 
are. So we are both sorry, all right.  

I look forward to seeing your sorry face next week in 
Brussels….. 

[With apologies to Vladimir Zhirinovsky, the leader 
of the Russian ultra-nationalist Liberal Democratic 
Party, who clearly saw through the cover story 
and was quoted by the BBC as saying: "Meteors 
are falling. Those are not meteors, it is Americans 
testing their new weapon"] 
 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

 

News, Commentary 

and Reports:  

Afghanistan-Pakistan: 
     

News           (photo credit: Stitch/flickr) 

Nato admits 'error' in claim of fall in 
Taliban attacks, BBC News, 26 February - ISAF 
now says there was no drop in Taliban attacks in 
2012  

Afghan officials say NATO ignored complaints of 
abuses by U.S. Special Operations forces, 
Washington Post, 25 February 

NATO: No Evidence of Afghan Misconduct 
Claims, Voice of America, 25 February 

Afghanistan Bars Elite U.S. Troops From a Key 
Province, New York Times, 24 February 

US to leave troops in Afghanistan after 2014, says 
German official, The Guardian, 22 February - US 
defence secretary calls comments inaccurate and 
says NATO partners talked about range of options  

Withdrawal Symptoms: NATO Struggles over 
Afghanistan's Future, Matthias Gebauer, Spiegel 
Online, 22 February 

NATO Weighs Expanded Afghan Forces to 
Increase Confidence, 
Bloomberg, 21 February 

Test for NATO: US Plans 
Mini-Force in Post-2014 
Afghanistan, Spiegel 
Online, 21 February 

U.S., NATO Consider 
Keeping Large Force of 
Afghans, Wall street 
Journal, 21 February 

NATO may keep Afghan forces at peak strength 
longer, Reuters, 21 February 

NATO may hold mid-2013 summit to mark Afghan 
handover, Reuters, 20 February 

Civilian Death Toll From NATO, U.S. Airstrikes In 
Afghanistan Declines, Huffington Post, 19 
February 

Nato accepts Afghan leader Karzai's air strikes 
decree, BBC News, 17 February - NATO has said 
it accepts President Hamid Karzai's order banning 
Afghan security forces from calling in foreign air 
strikes in residential areas 

NATO air strikes for Afghan security forces must 
end: Karzai, Reuters, 16 February 

U.S. Military Faces Fire as It Pulls Out of 
Afghanistan, New York Times, 15 February 

NATO Generals gain firsthand 
knowledge of progress, NATO 
News, 14 February - Gen. Knud 
Bartels (Chairman of NATO’s 
Military Committee), Lt. Gen. 
Jürgen Bornemann (Director 
General of NATO HQ 
International Military Staff), and 
Air Marshal Sir Christopher 
Harper (UK Military 
Representative to NATO and 

incoming Director General IMS) visited 
Afghanistan, where they engaged with the Afghan 
authorities and exchanged views on the security 
situation on the ground with ISAF Commanders 

Afghan official: Civilians killed in coalition airstrike, 
NATO investigating, Stars and Stripes, 13 
February 

NATO accused of killing 10 Afghan civilians in air 
strike, Hurriyet Daily News, 13 February 

Nato air strike kills civilians in eastern 
Afghanistan, officials say, The Guardian, 13 
February - if confirmed as NATO action, deaths of 
10 civilians, including five children, likely to renew 
tensions between Karzai and NATO 

Despite Planned Troop Withdrawal, Special Ops 
& Private Forces Prepare to Continue Afghan 
War, Democracy Now, 13 February 

(US Marines in support of 
Operation Dynamic Partnership, 
18 February, in Helmand 
province – photo credit: US 
DoD/ flickr) 

Decision on Afghan Troop 
Levels Calculates Political 
and Military Interests, 
New York Times, 12 
February - President 
Obama announced in his 
State of the Union 
address that the United 
States will withdraw 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-21468116
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-21468116
http://www.flickr.com/photos/stitch/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-21594010
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-21594010
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/karzai-aide-details-alleged-abuse-by-us-special-forces/2013/02/25/d59f3f1c-7f53-11e2-8074-b26a871b165a_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/karzai-aide-details-alleged-abuse-by-us-special-forces/2013/02/25/d59f3f1c-7f53-11e2-8074-b26a871b165a_story.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/nato--no-evidence-of-afghan-misconduct-claims/1610203.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/nato--no-evidence-of-afghan-misconduct-claims/1610203.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/25/world/asia/afghanistan-orders-us-troops-from-key-province-of-wardak.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130225&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/25/world/asia/afghanistan-orders-us-troops-from-key-province-of-wardak.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130225&_r=0
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/feb/22/us-troops-afghanistan
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/feb/22/us-troops-afghanistan
http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/nato-training-mission-for-afghanistan-behind-schedule-a-884912.html
http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/nato-training-mission-for-afghanistan-behind-schedule-a-884912.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-02-21/nato-weighs-expanded-afghan-forces-to-increase-confidence.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-02-21/nato-weighs-expanded-afghan-forces-to-increase-confidence.html
http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/us-afghanistan-plan-to-force-nato-into-greater-role-after-withdrawal-a-884836.html
http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/us-afghanistan-plan-to-force-nato-into-greater-role-after-withdrawal-a-884836.html
http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/us-afghanistan-plan-to-force-nato-into-greater-role-after-withdrawal-a-884836.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323549204578318100212922248.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323549204578318100212922248.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323549204578318100212922248.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/02/21/us-afghanistan-nato-idUSBRE91K12020130221
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/02/21/us-afghanistan-nato-idUSBRE91K12020130221
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/02/20/us-afghanistan-rasmussen-idUSBRE91J13F20130220
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/02/20/us-afghanistan-rasmussen-idUSBRE91J13F20130220
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/02/19/civilian-death-toll-airstrikes-afghanistan_n_2715366.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/02/19/civilian-death-toll-airstrikes-afghanistan_n_2715366.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-21490432
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-21490432
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/02/16/us-afghanistan-karzai-airstrikes-idUSBRE91F01R20130216
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/02/16/us-afghanistan-karzai-airstrikes-idUSBRE91F01R20130216
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/16/world/asia/us-troops-leave-afghan-outposts-still-facing-fire.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130216&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/16/world/asia/us-troops-leave-afghan-outposts-still-facing-fire.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130216&_r=0
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-2F3A7E75-1320902D/natolive/news_98466.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-2F3A7E75-1320902D/natolive/news_98466.htm
http://www.stripes.com/news/middle-east/afghanistan/afghan-official-civilians-killed-in-coalition-airstrike-nato-investigating-1.207734
http://www.stripes.com/news/middle-east/afghanistan/afghan-official-civilians-killed-in-coalition-airstrike-nato-investigating-1.207734
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/nato-air-raid-kills-10-civilians-afghan-officials-.aspx?pageID=238&nID=41015&NewsCatID=356
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/nato-air-raid-kills-10-civilians-afghan-officials-.aspx?pageID=238&nID=41015&NewsCatID=356
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/feb/13/nato-air-strike-civilians-afghanistan
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/feb/13/nato-air-strike-civilians-afghanistan
http://www.democracynow.org/2013/2/13/despite_planned_troop_withdrawal_special_ops
http://www.democracynow.org/2013/2/13/despite_planned_troop_withdrawal_special_ops
http://www.democracynow.org/2013/2/13/despite_planned_troop_withdrawal_special_ops
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/13/us/politics/obama-to-announce-troops-return.html?ref=asia&_r=1&
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/13/us/politics/obama-to-announce-troops-return.html?ref=asia&_r=1&
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/13/us/politics/obama-to-announce-troops-return.html?ref=asia&_r=1&
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34,000 troops from Afghanistan by this time next 
year. The planned withdrawal will cut by more 
than half the size of the current 66,000-strong US 
force in Afghanistan 

In Afghanistan pullout, Pentagon favors phased 
reduction over 3 years, Washington Post, 12 
February - the Pentagon favours a plan that would 
leave 8,000 US troops in Afghanistan after 
NATO's combat mission ends at the end of 2014, 
but that those troops would slowly be reduced 
over the following two years. The proposal 
appears to offer a compromise between the US 
military's recommendation to keep around 10,000 
troops in Afghanistan, and the White House's 
desire to see far fewer US soldiers on the ground 
after 2014 

Uncertain future for Afghans after NATO leaves, 
Deutsche Welle, 11 February 

General Joseph Dunford takes over as Nato 
commander in Afghanistan, The Guardian, 10 
February - modest ceremony amid tight security in 
Kabul sees man expected to lead pullout take 
over from General John Allen 

US General Dunford takes charge of Nato in 
Afghanistan, Dawn.com, 10 February 

Allen Passes NATO Security Assistance 
Command to Dunford, US Department of 
Defense, 10 February 

NATO Secretary General congratulates the new 
Commander of ISAF, NATO Press Release, 10 
February 

UN report of Afghan child casualties false, says 
Isaf, BBC News, 8 February 

NATO rejects UN concerns about reports that US 
strikes killed hundreds of Afghan children, 
Washington Post, 8 
February 

Afghanistan 2013 and 
Beyond, NATOChannel/ 
You Tube, 7 February - 
NATO's Senior Civilian 
Representative in 
Afghanistan, Maurits 
Jochems, talks to the 
NATOChannel about 
challenges ahead in 2013, 
one year ahead of 
complete security transfer 
to the Afghans 

Afghanistan bribery cost 'increases sharply', BBC 
News 7 February – the cost of corruption has 
risen sharply in Afghanistan but fewer people are 
paying bribes, a UN report says. $3.9 billion was 
spent on bribes in Afghanistan in 2012, twice the 
country's domestic revenue, and 40 percent more 
than the amount paid in bribes in 2009  

David Cameron invites Taliban to talks over 
Afghanistan's future, The Guardian, 4 February - 
PM hails talks in UK between Hamid Karzai and 
Pakistan's Asif Ali Zardari and says extremists 
should take part 

As international troops draw down in Afghanistan, 
peace talks with Taliban flounder, Fox News, 3 
February 

Pentagon Expects U.S. to Retain Presence in 
Afghanistan, New York Times, 3 February 

Commentary and Reports                    

Refusing to See the Obvious in Afghanistan, 
Frederic Grare, Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace, East Asia Forum, 18 
February 

What Afghanistan needs after 2014: A lighter, 
smarter, long-term commitment, Gianni Koskinas, 
Foreign Policy, 12 February  

NATO Lowered Standards to Make Afghan 
Forces Look ‘Improved’, Jason Ditz, anti-war.com, 
12 February - GAO report confirms long-standing 
problems not addressed 

NATO's Senior Civilian Representative in 
Afghanistan looks forward to 2013 and beyond, 
NATO News, 8 February - this year marks a 
milestone in Afghanistan – the final areas marked 
for security transition will be handed over to 
Afghan lead. The transition process itself will run 
until the end of 2014 

Challenges to State-building Efforts in Fragile 
States: Lessons from Afghanistan post 2001, 
Kaveh Karimi, NATO Watch Research Paper, 
February 2013 

Afghanistan Halfway Through the Transition 
Phase: Shortcomings of 
the Security Transition 
and Remaining Options 
for NATO, Nils Wormer, 
Stiftung Wissenschaft und 
Politik, January 2013  

Counter-
Terrorism: 
♠♠ Should we still fear al 
Qaeda? Peter Bergen, 
CNN, 3 February 

(Soldiers from the Fairfax-based Data Processing Unit conduct 
a computer network defence exercise, 15 September 2012 – 
photo credit:  Virginia National Guard Public Affairs/ flickr) 

Cyber Security: 
NATO looking at how to protect alliance members 
from cyber attack, Killer Apps, Foreign Policy 
(blog), 26 February 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/in-afghanistan-pullout-pentagon-favors-phased-reduction-over-3-years/2013/02/11/14a4faba-7484-11e2-95e4-6148e45d7adb_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/in-afghanistan-pullout-pentagon-favors-phased-reduction-over-3-years/2013/02/11/14a4faba-7484-11e2-95e4-6148e45d7adb_story.html
http://www.dw.de/uncertain-future-for-afghans-after-nato-leaves/a-16589632
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/gen-joseph-dunford-takes-over-nato-led-mission-in-afghanistan
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/gen-joseph-dunford-takes-over-nato-led-mission-in-afghanistan
http://dawn.com/2013/02/10/us-general-dunford-takes-charge-of-nato-in-afghanistan/
http://dawn.com/2013/02/10/us-general-dunford-takes-charge-of-nato-in-afghanistan/
http://www.defense.gov/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=119252
http://www.defense.gov/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=119252
http://www.google.co.uk/search?sourceid=navclient&ie=UTF-8&rlz=1T4ADFA_enGB360GB361&q=NATO+Secretary+General+congratulates+the+new+Commander+of+ISAF+
http://www.google.co.uk/search?sourceid=navclient&ie=UTF-8&rlz=1T4ADFA_enGB360GB361&q=NATO+Secretary+General+congratulates+the+new+Commander+of+ISAF+
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-21386381
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-21386381
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/nato-rejects-un-concerns-about-reports-that-us-strikes-killed-hundreds-of-afghan-children/2013/02/08/819db4ba-721b-11e2-b3f3-b263d708ca37_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/nato-rejects-un-concerns-about-reports-that-us-strikes-killed-hundreds-of-afghan-children/2013/02/08/819db4ba-721b-11e2-b3f3-b263d708ca37_story.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=916nTesmV4M
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=916nTesmV4M
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-21364557
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/feb/04/david-cameron-taliban-talks-afghanistan
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/feb/04/david-cameron-taliban-talks-afghanistan
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2013/02/03/taliban-hint-at-sharing-power-yet-afghan-peace-effort-fraught-with-mistrust/
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2013/02/03/taliban-hint-at-sharing-power-yet-afghan-peace-effort-fraught-with-mistrust/
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/04/world/asia/pentagon-expects-us-to-retain-presence-in-afghanistan.html?ref=asia&_r=1&
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/04/world/asia/pentagon-expects-us-to-retain-presence-in-afghanistan.html?ref=asia&_r=1&
http://carnegieendowment.org/2013/02/18/refusing-to-see-obvious-in-afghanistan/fi8d
http://afpak.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2013/02/12/what_afghanistan_needs_after_2014_a_lighter_smarter_long_term_commitment
http://afpak.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2013/02/12/what_afghanistan_needs_after_2014_a_lighter_smarter_long_term_commitment
http://news.antiwar.com/2013/02/12/nato-lowered-standards-to-make-afghan-forces-look-improved/
http://news.antiwar.com/2013/02/12/nato-lowered-standards-to-make-afghan-forces-look-improved/
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-795D750A-350B77C7/natolive/news_98267.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-795D750A-350B77C7/natolive/news_98267.htm
http://www.natowatch.org/sites/default/files/challenges_to_state-building_efforts_in_fragile_states_-_kaveh_karimi.pdf
http://www.natowatch.org/sites/default/files/challenges_to_state-building_efforts_in_fragile_states_-_kaveh_karimi.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2013C02_wmr.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2013C02_wmr.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2013C02_wmr.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2013C02_wmr.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2013C02_wmr.pdf
http://edition.cnn.com/2013/02/03/opinion/bergen-al-qaeda-deadly/index.html?iref=allsearch
http://edition.cnn.com/2013/02/03/opinion/bergen-al-qaeda-deadly/index.html?iref=allsearch
http://killerapps.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2013/02/26/nato_looking_at_how_to_protect_alliance_members_from_cyber_attack
http://killerapps.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2013/02/26/nato_looking_at_how_to_protect_alliance_members_from_cyber_attack
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The cyber age demands new rules of war, 
Zbigniew Brzezinski, Financial Times, 26 
February 

A New Cold War, in Cyberspace, Tests U.S. Ties 
to China, New York Times, 24 February 

Chinese Army Unit Is Seen as Tied to Hacking 
Against U.S., New York Times, 18 February 

Cyber-Gang Warfare - State-sponsored militias 
are coming to a server near you, Richard B. 
Andres, Foreign Policy, 11 February 

EU Cybersecurity Policy: A Model for Global 
Governance, Jean-Baptiste Houdart, atlantic-
community.org, 6 February - the EU has taken an 
active role in combating cyber threats through the 
opening of the European Cybercrime Centre and 
the European Network and Information Security 
Agency. The author argues that balancing the 
benefits and threats of the Internet is the correct 
mode of governance in the digital era 

Jamie Shea offers Cold War nuclear analogy for 
today's cyber threat, defenceIQ.com, 1 
February 

Belgian Defence Minister Pieter De 
Crem's speech at the Cyber Defence 
and Network Security Conference, 
defenceIQ.com, 1 February 

Defence Budgets, 
Procurement and Private 
Military Companies: 
Defense cuts jeopardize NATO's 
effectiveness, Panetta warns, Reuters, 
22 February 

Virtual platform connects forces, businesses and 
communities of interest, NATO Press Release, 20 
February - NATO states are using a virtual test 
platform—the Distributed Networked Battle Labs 
(DNBL)—to improve combat effectiveness by 
testing the interoperability of equipment and 
systems before deployment. DNBL allows nations 
to increase the interconnectedness of their forces 
and to exchange data quickly, efficiently and at a 
lower cost 

Hurdles in way of further 
BAE/EADS tie-up effort, 
Financial Times, 20 
February 

The Vision Thing – NATO 
Post 2014, NATO Watch 
News Brief, 19 February 

Former NATO mine 
countermeasures chief 
explains drastic investment 
U-turn, Richard de Silva, 
defenceIQ.com, 13 
February 

Global Insights: NATO Spending, Capabilities 
Gaps Continue to Grow, Richard Weitz, World 
Politics Review, 12 February 

NATO report outlines alliance's spending woes, 
IHS Jane’s, 8 February 

Debate: European defence collaboration vs. 
national interests, CDR Ralph M.H. Clermont, 
defenceIQ, 31 January 

Drones: 
U.S. Opens Niger Drone Base, Building Africa 
Presence, New York Times, 22 February 

Senator says 4,700 killed in US drone strikes, 
Dawn.com, 21 February  

US drone strikes in Afghanistan rose sharply last 
year, UN reports, The Guardian, 19 February - UN 
mission in Afghanistan says 506 weapons were 
released by drones in 2012, compared with 294 
the previous year 

UAE becomes the first non-NATO nation to fly an 
American Reaper 
drone, Quartz, 19 
February 

Hellfire, Morality 
and Strategy, 
George Friedman, 
Stratfor, 19 
February  

♠♠ 'Drones for 
America!' Drew 
Christie, New York 
Times, 18 February 

- in this animation, a former KGB agent welcomes 
a future in which Americans live under the 
watchful eyes of drones 

New medal for drone pilots outranks Bronze Star, 
Military Times, 13 February 

Laying Down the Law, David Cole, Foreign Policy, 
12 February - why Obama's targeted killing is 
better than Bush's torture  

♠♠ Dumb and Dumber - A Secret CIA Drone Base, 
a Blowback World, and Why Washington Has No 

Learning Curve, Tom 
Engelhardt, 

TomDispatch.com, 12 
February 

Jeremy Scahill: 
Assassinations of U.S. 
Citizens Largely Ignored 
at Brennan CIA Hearing, 
Democracy Now, 8 
February 

(protesting drones at Obama's 
Inauguration, 21 January 2013 – 
photo credit: world can’t wait/ 
flickr) 

[Drones are only used as] “a last 
resort to save lives” and he 
agreed “we need to optimise 
transparency while at the same 
time optimising secrecy” 

John Brennan, Senate 
confirmation hearing 7 February 

http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/170b2a62-7c5a-11e2-99f0-00144feabdc0.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/25/world/asia/us-confronts-cyber-cold-war-with-china.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130225
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/25/world/asia/us-confronts-cyber-cold-war-with-china.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130225
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/19/technology/chinas-army-is-seen-as-tied-to-hacking-against-us.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130219
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/19/technology/chinas-army-is-seen-as-tied-to-hacking-against-us.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130219
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/02/11/cyber_gang_warfare
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/02/11/cyber_gang_warfare
http://www.atlantic-community.org/-/eu-cybersecurity-policy-a-model-for-global-governance
http://www.atlantic-community.org/-/eu-cybersecurity-policy-a-model-for-global-governance
http://www.defenceiq.com/cyber-defence/articles/jamie-shea-offers-cold-war-nuclear-analogy-for-tod/&mac=DFIQ_OI_Featured_2011&utm_source=defenceiq.com&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DFIQOptIn&utm_content=2/5/13
http://www.defenceiq.com/cyber-defence/articles/jamie-shea-offers-cold-war-nuclear-analogy-for-tod/&mac=DFIQ_OI_Featured_2011&utm_source=defenceiq.com&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DFIQOptIn&utm_content=2/5/13
http://www.defenceiq.com/cyber-defence/articles/belgian-defence-minister-pieter-de-crem-s-speech-a/&mac=DFIQ_OI_Featured_2011&utm_source=defenceiq.com&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DFIQOptIn&utm_content=2/12/13?elq=cc7745a50524442694d4f1e52871b405&elqCampaignId=1415
http://www.defenceiq.com/cyber-defence/articles/belgian-defence-minister-pieter-de-crem-s-speech-a/&mac=DFIQ_OI_Featured_2011&utm_source=defenceiq.com&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DFIQOptIn&utm_content=2/12/13?elq=cc7745a50524442694d4f1e52871b405&elqCampaignId=1415
http://www.defenceiq.com/cyber-defence/articles/belgian-defence-minister-pieter-de-crem-s-speech-a/&mac=DFIQ_OI_Featured_2011&utm_source=defenceiq.com&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DFIQOptIn&utm_content=2/12/13?elq=cc7745a50524442694d4f1e52871b405&elqCampaignId=1415
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/02/22/us-usa-fiscal-panetta-idUSBRE91L10320130222
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/02/22/us-usa-fiscal-panetta-idUSBRE91L10320130222
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-F1AD0E3D-81174B08/natolive/news_98595.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-F1AD0E3D-81174B08/natolive/news_98595.htm
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/23c0c7ae-79b1-11e2-b377-00144feabdc0.html
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/23c0c7ae-79b1-11e2-b377-00144feabdc0.html
http://www.natowatch.org/node/877
http://www.natowatch.org/node/877
http://www.defenceiq.com/naval-and-maritime-defence/articles/former-nato-mine-countermeasures-chief-explains-dr/&mac=DFIQ_OI_Featured_2011&utm_source=defenceiq.com&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DFIQOptIn&utm_content=2/19/13
http://www.defenceiq.com/naval-and-maritime-defence/articles/former-nato-mine-countermeasures-chief-explains-dr/&mac=DFIQ_OI_Featured_2011&utm_source=defenceiq.com&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DFIQOptIn&utm_content=2/19/13
http://www.defenceiq.com/naval-and-maritime-defence/articles/former-nato-mine-countermeasures-chief-explains-dr/&mac=DFIQ_OI_Featured_2011&utm_source=defenceiq.com&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DFIQOptIn&utm_content=2/19/13
http://www.defenceiq.com/naval-and-maritime-defence/articles/former-nato-mine-countermeasures-chief-explains-dr/&mac=DFIQ_OI_Featured_2011&utm_source=defenceiq.com&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DFIQOptIn&utm_content=2/19/13
http://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/12711/global-insights-nato-spending-capabilities-gaps-continue-to-grow
http://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/12711/global-insights-nato-spending-capabilities-gaps-continue-to-grow
http://www.janes.com/products/janes/defence-security-report.aspx?ID=1065976052
http://www.defenceiq.com/air-land-and-sea-defence-services/articles/debate-european-defence-collaboration-vs-national/&amp;mac=DFIQ_OI_Featured_2011&amp;utm_source=defenceiq.com&amp;utm_medium=email&amp;utm_campaign=DFIQOptIn&amp;utm_content=2/14/13
http://www.defenceiq.com/air-land-and-sea-defence-services/articles/debate-european-defence-collaboration-vs-national/&amp;mac=DFIQ_OI_Featured_2011&amp;utm_source=defenceiq.com&amp;utm_medium=email&amp;utm_campaign=DFIQOptIn&amp;utm_content=2/14/13
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/23/world/africa/in-niger-us-troops-set-up-drone-base.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130223
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/23/world/africa/in-niger-us-troops-set-up-drone-base.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130223
http://dawn.com/2013/02/21/senator-says-4700-killed-in-us-drone-strikes/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/feb/19/us-drone-strikes-afghanistan-un-report
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/feb/19/us-drone-strikes-afghanistan-un-report
http://qz.com/
http://qz.com/
http://qz.com/
http://www.stratfor.com/weekly/hellfire-morality-and-strategy?utm_source=freelist-f&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20130219&utm_term=gweekly&utm_content=readmore&elq=eff827bb14e049f9afabcdeac49a1ce5
http://www.stratfor.com/weekly/hellfire-morality-and-strategy?utm_source=freelist-f&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20130219&utm_term=gweekly&utm_content=readmore&elq=eff827bb14e049f9afabcdeac49a1ce5
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/19/opinion/drones-for-america.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130219
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/19/opinion/drones-for-america.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130219
http://militarytimes.com/news/2013/02/military-new-medal-for-drone-pilots-outranks-bronze-star-021313/
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/02/12/laying_down_the_law?wp_login_redirect=0
http://www.tomdispatch.com/post/175649/tomgram%3A_engelhardt%2C_a_conspiracy_of_stupidity/?utm_source=TomDispatch&utm_campaign=c9f59c8fe0-TD_Engelhardt2_12_2013&utm_medium=email
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It summarizes in cold legal terms 
a stunning overreach of 
executive authority –- the claimed 
power to declare Americans a 
threat and kill them far from a 
recognized battlefield and without 
any judicial involvement before or 
after the fact.  

Hina Shamsi, director of the 
ACLU’s National Security Project, 
discussing a leaked US Justice 
Department memo on the legal 
case for drone strikes on 
Americans, cited in DOJ Drones 
Paper: Obama's Second-Term 
Cabinet, Agenda Faces New 
Scrutiny, Huffington Post, 4 
February 

Debating a Court to Vet 
Drone Strikes, New York 
Times, 8 February — since 
1978, a secret court in 
Washington has approved 
national security 
eavesdropping on American 
soil — operations that for 
decades had been conducted 
based on presidential 
authority alone. In response 
to broad dissatisfaction with 
the hidden bureaucracy 
directing lethal drone strikes, 
there is an interest in applying 
the model to the targeted 
killing of suspected American 
terrorists 

John Brennan - The debate 
over drones, Lexington’s 
notebook (blog), The 
Economist, 7 February 

Pakistan Ambassador Says Drone Hits Violate 
Sovereignty, Bloomberg, 6 February 

Drones Are Focus as C.I.A. Nominee Goes 
Before Senators, New York Times, 7 February 

Congress to See Memo Backing Drone Attacks on 
Americans, New York Times, 6 February 

Drone Strikes’ Dangers to Get Rare Moment in 
Public Eye, New York Times, 5 February 

Pocket sized drones deployed to Afghanistan, 
NBC News, 5 February - British troops in 
Afghanistan are deploying pocket-sized drones 
equipped with pan-and-tilt cameras that stream 
video back to the soldiers' tablet computers. The 
four-inch, 16 gram drones look like miniature 
helicopters, and can fly for up to 25 minutes with a 
range of 1,000 meters (six-tenths of a mile), 
allowing soldiers to identify insurgent firing points 
and examine the ground for bombs before they 
move  

US drone strikes: Memo reveals case for killing 
Americans, BBC News, 5 February -the legal 
basis for using drone strikes to kill US citizens has 
been disclosed in a leaked justice department 
memo 

♠♠ Brennan nomination exposes criticism on 
targeted killings and secret Saudi base, 
Washington Post, 5 February 

Justice Department memo reveals legal case for 
drone strikes on Americans, NBC News, 4 
February 

Integration of Drones into Domestic Airspace: 
Selected Legal Issues, Alissa M. Dolan and 
Richard M. Thompson II, Congressional Research 
Service, 30 January 

Unmanned Aircraft Systems 
(UAS): Manufacturing Trends, 
Glennon J. Harrison, 
Congressional Research 
Service, 30 January  

Enlargement and 
Partnerships: 
In Too ‘DEEP.’ NATO as an 
Institutional Educator, Aaron 
Willschick, Atlantic Council of 
Canada, 22 February – the 
author discusses NATO’s 
participation in education and 
institutional reform in 
emerging countries with the 
Defence Education 
Enhancement Program 
(DEEP) 

A marketplace for training and 
partnerships, NATO News, 8 

February - representatives from some of NATO’s 
24 Partnership Training and Education Centres 
(PTECs) came together at NATO HQ on 6-7 
February to share ideas and build networks in a 
two-day annual partnership marketplace 

Bigger Is Better? NATO’s “Enlarging” Role, Aaron 
Willschick, Atlantic Council of Canada, 5 February 

Australia 

NATO and Australia reinforce partnership with 
new cooperation programme, NATO News, 21 
February - NATO and Australia reinforced their 
partnership and set out their priorities for future 
cooperation by signing an Individual Partnership 
and Cooperation Programme (IPCP). This further 
enhances NATO's partnership with countries in 
the Asia-Pacific region 

Azerbaijan 

How NATO withdrawal affects situation in 
Azerbaijan?  The Voice of Russia, 10 February 

Bahrain 

"Two Years of Deaths and Detentions": Bahraini 
Pro-Democracy Protesters Mark Anniversary of 
Uprising, Democracy Now, 14 February 

The Precarious ally: Bahrain’s Impasse and U.S. 
Policy, Frederic Wehrey, Carnegie Papers, 
February 2013 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 

NATO envoy appeal Bosnia to implement reforms, 
New Europe, 17 February 

NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen 
video blog, ‘The path towards NATO’, 7 February 

NATO Secretary General urges political leaders in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina to implement necessary 
reforms, NATO News, 7 February - Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen visited Sarajevo in order to discuss with 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/02/04/doj-drones-paper_n_2619582.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/02/04/doj-drones-paper_n_2619582.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/02/04/doj-drones-paper_n_2619582.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/02/04/doj-drones-paper_n_2619582.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/09/world/a-court-to-vet-kill-lists.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130209&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/09/world/a-court-to-vet-kill-lists.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130209&_r=0
http://www.economist.com/blogs/lexington/2013/02/john-brennan
http://www.economist.com/blogs/lexington/2013/02/john-brennan
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2013-02-05/pakistan-ambassador-says-drone-strikes-counterproductive
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2013-02-05/pakistan-ambassador-says-drone-strikes-counterproductive
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/08/us/politics/senate-panel-will-question-brennan-on-targeted-killings.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130208
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/08/us/politics/senate-panel-will-question-brennan-on-targeted-killings.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130208
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/07/us/politics/obama-orders-release-of-drone-memos-to-lawmakers.html?ref=us&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/07/us/politics/obama-orders-release-of-drone-memos-to-lawmakers.html?ref=us&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/06/world/middleeast/with-brennan-pick-a-light-on-drone-strikes-hazards.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130206&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/06/world/middleeast/with-brennan-pick-a-light-on-drone-strikes-hazards.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130206&_r=0
http://www.nbcnews.com/technology/futureoftech/pocket-sized-drones-deployed-afghanistan-1B8261027
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-21333570
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-21333570
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/brennan-nomination-opens-obama-to-criticism-on-secret-targeted-killings/2013/02/05/8f3c94f0-6fb0-11e2-8b8d-e0b59a1b8e2a_story.html?utm_source=TomDispatch&utm_campaign=c9f59c8fe0-TD_Engelhardt2_12_2013&utm_medium=email
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/brennan-nomination-opens-obama-to-criticism-on-secret-targeted-killings/2013/02/05/8f3c94f0-6fb0-11e2-8b8d-e0b59a1b8e2a_story.html?utm_source=TomDispatch&utm_campaign=c9f59c8fe0-TD_Engelhardt2_12_2013&utm_medium=email
http://openchannel.nbcnews.com/_news/2013/02/04/16843014-exclusive-justice-department-memo-reveals-legal-case-for-drone-strikes-on-americans
http://openchannel.nbcnews.com/_news/2013/02/04/16843014-exclusive-justice-department-memo-reveals-legal-case-for-drone-strikes-on-americans
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/natsec/R42940.pdf
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/natsec/R42940.pdf
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/natsec/R42938.pdf
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/natsec/R42938.pdf
http://atlantic-council.ca/portfolio/in-too-deep-nato-as-an-institutional-educator/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+TheAtlanticCouncilOfCanada+%28The+Atlantic+Council+of+Canada%29
http://atlantic-council.ca/portfolio/in-too-deep-nato-as-an-institutional-educator/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+TheAtlanticCouncilOfCanada+%28The+Atlantic+Council+of+Canada%29
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-2D158F4B-E473A2ED/natolive/news_98222.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-2D158F4B-E473A2ED/natolive/news_98222.htm
http://atlantic-council.ca/portfolio/bigger-is-better-natos-enlarging-role/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+TheAtlanticCouncilOfCanada+%28The+Atlantic+Council+of+Canada%29
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-1A217E05-F40D7E6B/natolive/news_98689.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-1A217E05-F40D7E6B/natolive/news_98689.htm
http://english.ruvr.ru/2013_02_10/How-NATO-withdrawal-affects-situation-in-Azerbaijan/
http://english.ruvr.ru/2013_02_10/How-NATO-withdrawal-affects-situation-in-Azerbaijan/
http://www.democracynow.org/2013/2/14/two_years_of_deaths_and_detentions
http://www.democracynow.org/2013/2/14/two_years_of_deaths_and_detentions
http://www.democracynow.org/2013/2/14/two_years_of_deaths_and_detentions
http://carnegieendowment.org/files/bahrain_impasse.pdf
http://carnegieendowment.org/files/bahrain_impasse.pdf
http://www.neurope.eu/article/nato-envoy-appeal-bosnia-implement-reforms
http://andersfogh.info/2013/02/07/the-path-towards-nato?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Secretary%20Generals%20Blog%20-%20The%20path%20towards%20NATO&utm_content=Secretary%20Generals%20Blog%20-%20The%20path%20towards%20NATO+CID_96ec86424c87bf4fdd4b67fb0a9e8014&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=here
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-28132892-A9286E9B/natolive/news_98200.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-28132892-A9286E9B/natolive/news_98200.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-28132892-A9286E9B/natolive/news_98200.htm
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political leaders how to take forward Bosnia and 
Herzegovina’s aspiration to move toward 
membership of the Alliance. 

EU 

NATO Secretary General welcomes the President 
of the European Commission at NATO 
Headquarters, NATO News, 11 February - Anders 
Fogh Rasmussen met with the President of the 
European Commission José Manuel Durão 
Barroso at NATO HQ 

Georgia 

Helping Georgia clear mines and unexploded 
ordnance, NATO News, 20 February - a closing 
ceremony to mark the end of the Georgia III 
NATO Trust Fund/PfP project was held at NATO 
HQ. The project helped to clear mines and 
unexploded ordnance in Georgia and to improve 
medical rehabilitation for victims of explosions 

Ireland 

Former US diplomat cautions against Irish Nato 
involvement, Irish Times, 15 February 

NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen video blog, ‘NATO and Ireland: 
Shared values, shared commitment’, 13 February 

Nato chief invites Ireland to collaborate on 
operations, Irish Times, 13 February 

Joint press point by NATO Secretary General 
Anders Fogh Rasmussen and Alan Shatter, 
Minister for Justice and 
Equality, and Minister of 
Defence of Ireland prior to the 
meeting of EU Defence 
Ministers Dublin, Ireland, 13 
February 

Nato chief praises Irish 
troops, Belfast Telegraph, 12 
February 

Ireland: an important partner 
in peace and security, NATO 
News, 12 February - this week, Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen became the first NATO Secretary 
General to visit Ireland. Over the past 15 years, 
the country has worked closely with NATO to 
promote peace and security in support of 
operations mandated by the UN. Ireland has 
identified developing the capacity of the Irish 
Defence Forces to participate in multinational 
crisis-response operations as a priority, and also 
shares its expertise in areas such as humanitarian 
operations, peacekeeping and countering 
improvised explosive devices (photo credit: NATO) 

‘NATO and Ireland: working together for peace’, 
Speech by NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen at the Institute for International and 
European Affairs in Dublin, 12 February 

Secretary General pays historic first visit to 
Ireland, NATO News, 12 February - Anders Fogh 

Rasmussen visited Dublin on 12-13 February and 
met Irish leaders and EU defence ministers 

Door is open for Ireland to join Nato, says military 
alliance's chief, Irish Times, 11 February 

Israel 

'Turkey hurting NATO by undermining Israel ties', 
Jerusalem Post, 11 February - Deputy NSC head 
Lerman risks antagonizing Turks by stating that 
Kurds historically have been allies and can help 
regional stability 

Turkey ‘blocked’ Israeli NATO steps, Huriyet Daily 
News, 6 February 

Macedonia 

Macedonia will focus on regional security, NATO 
bids, SETimes.com, 16 February 

Sweden 

Sweden Member Of NATO In All But Name, John 
Robles, Global Research, 6 February 

UAE 

UAE should enter missile defence training, says 
Nato official, The National, 20 February 

Ukraine 

Stars and Stripes: Ukraine to join in NATO's anti-
piracy mission, Kyiv Post, 24 February 

Ministers reinforce cooperation in NATO-Ukraine 
Commission, NATO News, 22 February 

Uzbekistan 

Uzbekistan Asks NATO For 
Military Education Help, 
EurasiaNet, 5 February 

Exercises: 
Navy helicopters from 
Culdrose join forces with 
NATO, This is Cornwall, 18 
February - helicopters from 
RNAS Culdrose are 

preparing to join NATO forces in the 
Mediterranean as part of a large scale anti-
submarine exercise Proud Manta  

Kosovo: 
Serbia and Kosovo: The Path to Normalisation, 
Europe Report No.223, International Crisis Group, 
19 February 

“NATO against forming of Kosovo army”, B92, 9 
February - NATO does not agree with the idea of 
Kosovo getting its own army, Priština-based 
Albanian language daily Koha Ditore writes 

Daily: No NATO membership for Kosovo, B92, 5 
February - high-ranking NATO officials in Brussels 
believe there is no chance of Kosovo becoming a 
member of NATO in the foreseeable future 

http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-F0BFBD4F-35C25101/natolive/news_98335.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-F0BFBD4F-35C25101/natolive/news_98335.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-F0BFBD4F-35C25101/natolive/news_98335.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-2E2C5F49-FBEEAF15/natolive/news_98725.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-2E2C5F49-FBEEAF15/natolive/news_98725.htm
http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/world/2013/0215/1224330057319.html
http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/world/2013/0215/1224330057319.html
http://andersfogh.info/2013/02/13/nato-and-ireland-shared-values-shared-commitment?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Secretary+Generals+Blog+-+NATO+and+Ireland+Shared+values+shared+commitment&utm_content=Secretary+Generals+Blog+-+NATO+and+Ireland+Shared+values+shared+commitment+CID_8eabaf82eb8b49202f019a893572492a&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=here
http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/world/2013/0213/1224329979036.html
http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/world/2013/0213/1224329979036.html
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-0BAC3D70-463EE268/natolive/opinions_98421.htm
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/republic-of-ireland/nato-chief-praises-irish-troops-29066335.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/republic-of-ireland/nato-chief-praises-irish-troops-29066335.html
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-033200AA-0E76F388/natolive/news_98378.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-033200AA-0E76F388/natolive/news_98378.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-0BAC3D70-463EE268/natolive/opinions_98369.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-8DF358D6-CB52762D/natolive/news_98354.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-8DF358D6-CB52762D/natolive/news_98354.htm
http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/world/2013/0211/1224329906320.html
http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/world/2013/0211/1224329906320.html
http://www.jpost.com/DiplomacyAndPolitics/Article.aspx?id=302901
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkey-blocked-israeli-nato-steps.aspx?pageID=238&nID=40566&NewsCatID=338
http://www.setimes.com/cocoon/setimes/xhtml/en_GB/features/setimes/features/2013/02/16/feature-02
http://www.setimes.com/cocoon/setimes/xhtml/en_GB/features/setimes/features/2013/02/16/feature-02
http://www.globalresearch.ca/military-chief-tries-to-scare-sweden-into-nato-with-russian-threat/5322104
http://www.thenational.ae/news/uae-news/uae-should-enter-missile-defence-training-says-nato-official
http://www.thenational.ae/news/uae-news/uae-should-enter-missile-defence-training-says-nato-official
http://www.kyivpost.com/content/ukraine-abroad/stars-and-stripes-ukraine-to-join-in-natos-anti-piracy-mission-320839.html
http://www.kyivpost.com/content/ukraine-abroad/stars-and-stripes-ukraine-to-join-in-natos-anti-piracy-mission-320839.html
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-1F55FD06-681D94DD/natolive/news_98730.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-1F55FD06-681D94DD/natolive/news_98730.htm
http://www.eurasianet.org/node/66507
http://www.eurasianet.org/node/66507
http://www.thisiscornwall.co.uk/Navy-helicopters-Culdrose-join-forces-NATO/story-18182383-detail/story.html
http://www.thisiscornwall.co.uk/Navy-helicopters-Culdrose-join-forces-NATO/story-18182383-detail/story.html
http://www.thisiscornwall.co.uk/Navy-helicopters-Culdrose-join-forces-NATO/story-18182383-detail/story.html
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/europe/balkans/kosovo/223-serbia-and-kosovo-the-path-to-normalisation.aspx?utm_source=serbia-kosovo-report&utm_medium=1&utm_campaign=mremail
http://www.b92.net/eng/news/politics-article.php?yyyy=2013&mm=02&dd=09&nav_id=84610
http://www.b92.net/eng/news/politics-article.php?yyyy=2013&mm=02&dd=05&nav_id=84531
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Libya: 
NATO's Pandora’s Box: W. Africa flooded with 
Libyan weapons, Russia Today, 26 February 

NATO, US must shore up Libya, Christopher 
Chivvis, The Christian Science Monitor, 15 
February - on the second anniversary of the 
revolution that ousted Muammar Qaddafi, security 
conditions are bad and getting worse. Libya needs 
help training its security forces. Ideally, this would 
be a NATO mission 

Mali Crisis: 
‘Now What?’: As France Leaves Mali, the West’s 
New War Strategy Shows Peril, David Axe, Wired, 
14 February 

Mali War Shifts as Rebels Hide in High Sahara, 
New York Times, 9 February 

(US Air Force Senior Airman Michael Danilowski, a KC-135 
Stratotanker boom operator with the 351st Expeditionary Air 
Refueling Squadron (EARS), refuels a French fighter aircraft 
on 15 February 2013, over an undisclosed location. The 351st 
EARS was composed of Airmen with the 100th Air Refueling 
Wing at RAF Mildenhall, England, 
who were deployed to a forward 
operating location in southwest 
Europe in support of French 
military operations in Mali. US Air 
Force aircraft under US Africa 
Command provided logistical 
support to French forces in 
support of France's efforts to 
restore security in Mali – photo 
credit: Us DoD/ flickr) 

Missile Defence: 
Russia, U.S. Could 
Resolve Antimissile 
Dispute, Global Security 
Newswire, 26 February 

Pentagon Conducts Missile Intercept Test, Global 
Security Newswire, 13 February 

Pentagon Reports Question Missile Defense 
Plans, Global Security Newswire, 11 February 

Disagreement on missile defence may tell on 
Russia-NATO cooperation in other areas – 
Ambassador, The Voice of Russia, 9 February 

Patriot System Dependability Questioned, Global 
Security Newswire, 5 February 

NATO Defence Ministers Meeting: 
NATO leaders agree to ramp up training efforts, 
IHS Jane’s, 25 February 

NATO Defence Ministers Meeting – Day 1 and 
Day 2, NATO Watch News Briefs, 22 February 

NATO's Rasmussen Concerned At Defense 
Budget Cuts, Radio Free Europe/ Radio Liberty, 
22 February 

Defence Ministers make progress on improving 
capabilities; take stock of ISAF mission, NATO 
News, 22 February - Defence Ministers took 
concrete steps to improve Allied capabilities and 
interoperability and assessed the progress made 
in Afghanistan during their two-day talks  

NATO urges allies to reverse defense spending 
cuts, Reuters, 21 February 

NATO Chief Urges Countries to Halt Defense 
Cuts, ABC News, 21 February 

Nato chief urges defence cuts halt, Belfast 
Telegraph, 21 February 

NATO Defence Ministers agree to expand 
exercises and multinational cooperation, NATO 
News, 21 February  

Defence Ministers focus on Allied defence 
capabilities, 

interoperability, NATO 
News, 21 February - 
Allies must make sure 
they maintain and build 
on the gains they made in 
interoperability and 
capabilities during the 
Afghan mission, NATO 
Secretary General said as 
he arrived for a two-day 
meeting of defence 
ministers 

Defence Ministers to focus on capabilities, 
Afghanistan, Ukraine, NATO Press Release, 20 
February - work to improve NATO’s defence 
capabilities, the ISAF mission in Afghanistan and 
relations with Ukraine are the main areas of focus 
at this week’s two-day NATO defence ministerial  

Panetta to Lead U.S. Delegation to NATO 
Defense Ministerial, US Department of Defense, 
15 February 

 

NATO Parliamentary Assembly: 
North Atlantic Council discusses priorities with 
NATO country parliamentarians, NATO News, 25 
February - the North Atlantic Council hosted 
representatives of the NATO Parliamentary 
Assembly (NPA) to discuss this year’s priority 
issues for the Alliance  

NATO-Russia Relations: 
NATO Afraid Of Russian Snooping At Ulyanovsk?  
EurasiaNet, 21 February 

http://rt.com/news/africa-flooded-with-libyan-weapons-446/
http://rt.com/news/africa-flooded-with-libyan-weapons-446/
http://www.csmonitor.com/Commentary/Opinion/2013/0215/NATO-US-must-shore-up-Libya
http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2013/02/mali-peril/
http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2013/02/mali-peril/
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/10/world/africa/new-focus-in-mali-is-finding-militants-who-have-fled-into-mountains.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130210
http://www.nti.rsvp1.com/gsn/article/russia-us-could-reach-deal-antimissile-dispute/?mgh=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nti.org&mgf=1
http://www.nti.rsvp1.com/gsn/article/russia-us-could-reach-deal-antimissile-dispute/?mgh=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nti.org&mgf=1
http://www.nti.rsvp1.com/gsn/article/russia-us-could-reach-deal-antimissile-dispute/?mgh=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nti.org&mgf=1
http://www.nti.rsvp1.com/gsn/article/pentagon-conducts-missile-intercept-test/?mgh=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nti.org&mgf=1
http://www.nti.rsvp1.com/gsn/article/next-gen-sm-3-interceptor-planned-europe-criticized-classified-military-report/?mgh=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nti.org&mgf=1
http://www.nti.rsvp1.com/gsn/article/next-gen-sm-3-interceptor-planned-europe-criticized-classified-military-report/?mgh=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nti.org&mgf=1
http://english.ruvr.ru/2013_02_09/Disagreement-on-missile-defence-may-tell-on-Russia-NATO-cooperation-in-other-areas-Ambassador/
http://english.ruvr.ru/2013_02_09/Disagreement-on-missile-defence-may-tell-on-Russia-NATO-cooperation-in-other-areas-Ambassador/
http://english.ruvr.ru/2013_02_09/Disagreement-on-missile-defence-may-tell-on-Russia-NATO-cooperation-in-other-areas-Ambassador/
http://www.nti.rsvp1.com/gsn/article/patriot-missile-dependability-questioned/?mgh=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nti.org&mgf=1
http://www.janes.com/products/janes/defence-security-report.aspx?ID=1065976550
http://www.natowatch.org/node/781
http://www.natowatch.org/node/881
http://www.rferl.org/content/nato-rasmussen-no-spending-cuts/24908768.html
http://www.rferl.org/content/nato-rasmussen-no-spending-cuts/24908768.html
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-0DD310F6-8A09C693/natolive/news_98789.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-0DD310F6-8A09C693/natolive/news_98789.htm
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/02/21/us-nato-spending-idUSBRE91K0YN20130221
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/02/21/us-nato-spending-idUSBRE91K0YN20130221
http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/nato-chief-urges-countries-halt-defense-cuts-18555162
http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/nato-chief-urges-countries-halt-defense-cuts-18555162
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/nato-chief-urges-defence-cuts-halt-29086370.html
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-2E2C5F49-FBEEAF15/natolive/news_98659.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-2E2C5F49-FBEEAF15/natolive/news_98659.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-2E2C5F49-FBEEAF15/natolive/news_98624.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-2E2C5F49-FBEEAF15/natolive/news_98624.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-2E2C5F49-FBEEAF15/natolive/news_98624.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-5B8AB91D-4BA5DF02/natolive/news_98526.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-5B8AB91D-4BA5DF02/natolive/news_98526.htm
http://www.defense.gov/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=119310
http://www.defense.gov/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=119310
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-D4862055-FAC89E5D/natolive/news_98842.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-D4862055-FAC89E5D/natolive/news_98842.htm
http://www.eurasianet.org/node/66588
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We will engage Russia to seek 
further reductions in our nuclear 
arsenals, and continue leading 
the global effort to secure nuclear 
materials that could fall into the 
wrong hands. 

US President Barack Obama, 
speaking in his fifth State of the 
Union address, 12 February 

NATO-Russia discussions 
ahead of the Defence 
Ministers meeting in Brussels, 
NATO Watch News Brief, 20 
February 

Ulyanovsk Hub Not Getting 
Much Use by NATO, Moscow 
Times, 20 February 

Moscow looking for NATO 
cooperation, missile defense 
guarantees, Russia Today, 19 
February 

Russia, NATO: dialogue 
saddled with problems, The Voice of Russia, 18 
February 

NATO Secretary General Discusses Cooperation 
with Russian Foreign Minister Lavrov, NATO 
News, 18 February  

NATO-Russia military-to-military direct line, NATO 
News, 15 February - on 14 
February 2013, General Knud 
Bartels, Chairman of NATO’s 
Military Committee and Chairman 
of the NRC Military 
Representatives, initiated an 
historical phone call with Colonel-
General Valeriy Gerasimov, Chief 
of the General Staff of the Armed 
Forces of the Russian Federation, 
enhancing military-to-military 
cooperation and promoting 
transparency between NATO and 
Russia 

The New Cold War? NATO-
Russian Relations in 2013, Aaron 
Willschick, The Atlantic Council of 
Canada, 14 February – the author 
argues that NATO-Russian 
relations have hit a low point in the wake of the 
annual Munich Security Conference. Unless Cold 
War sentiments and old hostilities are left in the 
past, relations between the two sides will remain 
fragile and unpredictable 

NRC scientists cooperating to detect Baltic oil 
spills, NATO News, 4 February - ensuring 
environmental security is a present-day challenge 
all NATO-Russia Council (NRC) nations are faced 
with. One NRC Science for Peace and Security 
(SPS) project in particular, is already tackling a 
significant environmental threat in the Baltic Sea, 
and in the process, taking on the ambitious task of 
becoming a leading region for environmental 
safety and security. The project aims to improve 
the detection of oil spills in the Baltic Sea, initially 
by researching and comparing existing technology 
for oil spill detection, and then in later phases of 
the project, by testing the best methods in the 
South-Eastern region of the Baltic 

Nuclear Weapons:  
NATO agrees on new arms 
control body, Oliver Meier, 
Arms Control Association, 26 
February 

The U.S. Nuclear Deterrent: 
An International Perspective, 
Paul Ingram, BASIC, 22 
February 

Additional Delays Expected in 
B61-12 Nuclear Bomb 
Schedule, Hans M. 

Kristensen, Federation of American Scientists 
(FAS) Strategic Security Blog, 21 February  

Why America Reserves the Right to Nuke You 
First. And why it shouldn't, John Arquilla, Foreign 
Policy, 19 February 

Russia Says Ready to Consider Further Nuke 
Cuts, Global Security Newswire, 14 February 

♠♠ Reducing Alert Rates of 
Nuclear Weapons, Hans M. 
Kristensen and Matthew McKinzie, 
United Nations Institute for 
Disarmament Research, 
UNIDIR/2012/6, 2012 - the 
nuclear-weapon states maintain 
nearly 2,000 warheads ready for 
use on short notice. Such alert 
levels vastly exceed security 
needs and undermine efforts to 
reduce, and eventually eliminate, 
nuclear arsenals. Alert levels are 
sustained by circular logic—forces 
are on alert because there are 
forces on alert. While some argue 
that the de-alerting of nuclear 
forces would provoke dangerous 
instability, such judgments appear 

to be deeply rooted in Cold War thinking. This 
study demonstrates that nuclear de-alerting is, in 
fact, feasible and achievable in a secure and 
stable manner 

US historical records reveal criminal insanity at 
heart of NATO ‘Flexible Response’ doctrine, 
NATO Watch Briefing Paper No.30, 13 February 

North Atlantic Council strongly condemns North 
Korean nuclear test, NATO Press Release, 12 
February 

♠♠ Unspeakable suffering: The humanitarian 
impact of nuclear weapons, Beatrice Fihn (editor), 
Reaching Critical Will, February 2013 

Obama to Renew Drive for Cuts in Nuclear Arms, 
New York Times, 10 February 

Warsaw Workshop: Prospects for Information-
Sharing and Confidence-Building on Nonstrategic 
Nuclear Weapons in Europe, Remarks by Rose 
Gottemoeller, Acting US Under Secretary for 

http://www.natowatch.org/node/878
http://www.natowatch.org/node/878
http://www.natowatch.org/node/878
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/ulyanovsk-hub-not-getting-much-use-by-nato/475885.html
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/ulyanovsk-hub-not-getting-much-use-by-nato/475885.html
http://rt.com/politics/russia-missile-defense-nato-security-document-566/
http://rt.com/politics/russia-missile-defense-nato-security-document-566/
http://rt.com/politics/russia-missile-defense-nato-security-document-566/
http://english.ruvr.ru/2013_02_18/Russia-NATO-dialogue-saddled-with-problems/
http://english.ruvr.ru/2013_02_18/Russia-NATO-dialogue-saddled-with-problems/
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-6A87C8B0-0F355970/natolive/news_98502.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-6A87C8B0-0F355970/natolive/news_98502.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-5205FE50-92A8E3DD/natolive/news_98492.htm
http://atlantic-council.ca/the-new-cold-war-nato-russian-relations-in-2013/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+TheAtlanticCouncilOfCanada+%28The+Atlantic+Council+of+Canada%29
http://atlantic-council.ca/the-new-cold-war-nato-russian-relations-in-2013/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+TheAtlanticCouncilOfCanada+%28The+Atlantic+Council+of+Canada%29
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-2D158F4B-E473A2ED/natolive/news_94466.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-2D158F4B-E473A2ED/natolive/news_94466.htm
http://armscontrolnow.org/2013/02/26/nato-agrees-on-new-arms-control-body/
http://armscontrolnow.org/2013/02/26/nato-agrees-on-new-arms-control-body/
http://www.basicint.org/sites/default/files/201302basic-ingram-usnucleardeterrence-internationalperspectives.pdf
http://www.basicint.org/sites/default/files/201302basic-ingram-usnucleardeterrence-internationalperspectives.pdf
http://www.fas.org/blog/ssp/2013/02/b61-12delay.php
http://www.fas.org/blog/ssp/2013/02/b61-12delay.php
http://www.fas.org/blog/ssp/2013/02/b61-12delay.php
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/02/19/why_america_reserves_the_right_to_nuke_you_first?page=0,1
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/02/19/why_america_reserves_the_right_to_nuke_you_first?page=0,1
http://www.nti.rsvp1.com/gsn/article/russia-says-ready-consider-further-nuke-cuts/?mgh=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nti.org&mgf=1
http://www.nti.rsvp1.com/gsn/article/russia-says-ready-consider-further-nuke-cuts/?mgh=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nti.org&mgf=1
http://www.unidir.ch/pdf/ouvrages/pdf-1-92-9045-012-M-en.pdf
http://www.unidir.ch/pdf/ouvrages/pdf-1-92-9045-012-M-en.pdf
http://www.natowatch.org/sites/default/files/briefing_paper_no.30_-_flexible_response.pdf
http://www.natowatch.org/sites/default/files/briefing_paper_no.30_-_flexible_response.pdf
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-46A67E5B-F864BCAE/natolive/news_98353.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-46A67E5B-F864BCAE/natolive/news_98353.htm
http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/images/documents/Publications/Unspeakable/Unspeakable.pdf
http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/images/documents/Publications/Unspeakable/Unspeakable.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/11/us/politics/obama-to-renew-drive-for-cuts-in-nuclear-arms.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130211
http://www.state.gov/t/us/204785.htm
http://www.state.gov/t/us/204785.htm
http://www.state.gov/t/us/204785.htm
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Arms Control and 
International Security, 
Warsaw, Poland, 7 February 

The delusional thinking 
behind ‘nuclear deterrence’, 
Alison Whyte, Open 
Democracy, 6 February 

Reform: 
European Obstruction: 
NATO Reforms Moving at 
'Snail's Pace', Spiegel 
Online, 25 February 

How about a European for 
SACEUR this time, you 
guys?  NATO Watch 
Comment, 21 February 

Air Force General May Be 
NATO Commander, Wall 
Street Journal (blog), 21 
February 

Air Force Commander Is 
Likely Candidate for Top 
NATO Post, New York Times, 21 February 

General Selected for NATO Post Will Retire, 
Citing Wife’s Health, New York Times, 19 
February 

General John Allen to retire, won't take NATO 
nomination, Reuters, 19 February 

General John Allen retires instead of taking Nato 
nomination, The Guardian, 19 February - former 
commander of US forces in Afghanistan recently 
nominated by White House for top NATO job in 
Europe 

Shortlist Forms to Replace Gen. John Allen as 
NATO Chief Nominee, Daily Beast, 15 February 

Special Forces: 
U.S. Special Operations Forces (SOF): 
Background and Issues for Congress, Andrew 
Feickert, Congressional Research Service, 6 
February 

Syria Crisis:           
U.S. moves toward 
providing direct aid to 
Syrian rebels, Washington 
Post, 26 February 

The Coming Unknown for 
NATO’s Policy on Syria, 
Jean-Loup Samaan, Al-
Monitor, 26 February 

Saudis Step Up Help for 
Rebels in Syria With 

Croatian Arms, New York 
Times, 25 February 

Obama Could Revisit 
Arming Syria Rebels as 
Assad Holds Firm, New 
York Times, 18 February 

Shopping Option C for 
Syria, Marc Lynch, Foreign 
Policy, 14 February - arming 
the rebels is not a 
Goldilocks idea, it’s just 
wrong.  

NATO head: No Syrian 
intervention coming, 
UPI.com, 11 February 

Syria's Battle Royale - the 
struggle for Damascus looks 
poised to transform this 
bloody conflict, Emile 
Hokayem, Foreign Policy, 
11February 

Syria: From Rebellion to All-
Out War, Christian-P. Hanelt 
and Kristin Helberg, 

Bertelsmann Stiftung, spotlight europe # 2013 / 02 

Damascus on Edge as War Seeps Into Syrian 
Capital, New York Times, 10 February 

Senate Hearing Draws Out a Rift in U.S. Policy on 
Syria, New York Times, 7 February 

Transparency and Accountability: 
NATO Archives discloses collection of ''Private 
Papers'' of former NATO Secretary General 
Joseph Luns, NATO News, 7 February - the 
Permanent Representation of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands to NATO contacted the NATO 
Archives to request the declassification and public 
disclosure of NATO documents that were included 
among the private papers of former Secretary 
General Joseph M.A.H. Luns. These papers were 
donated by the Luns family to the Dutch National 
Archives in the Hague  

Access to Government Information In the United 
States: A Primer, Wendy 
Ginsberg, Congressional 
Research Service, 16 
January 

(Distributing blankets at Burj 
Barajneh refugee camp in 
Lebanon, which holds about 
20,000 people. Around 16,000 of 
them are Palestinians registered 
before the crisis in Syria started.  
Oxfam's partner NAVTSS 
(National Association for 
Vocational Training and Social 
Services) is distributing blankets 
and mattresses to 600 families in 
total – photo credit: Oxfam 
International/ flickr) 

http://www.opendemocracy.net/ourkingdom/alison-whyte/delusional-thinking-behind-%E2%80%98nuclear-deterrence%E2%80%99
http://www.opendemocracy.net/ourkingdom/alison-whyte/delusional-thinking-behind-%E2%80%98nuclear-deterrence%E2%80%99
http://www.spiegel.de/international/europe/german-government-analysis-says-europe-blocking-nato-reform-a-885405.html
http://www.spiegel.de/international/europe/german-government-analysis-says-europe-blocking-nato-reform-a-885405.html
http://www.spiegel.de/international/europe/german-government-analysis-says-europe-blocking-nato-reform-a-885405.html
http://www.natowatch.org/node/879
http://www.natowatch.org/node/879
http://www.natowatch.org/node/879
http://blogs.wsj.com/washwire/2013/02/21/air-force-general-may-be-nato-commander/
http://blogs.wsj.com/washwire/2013/02/21/air-force-general-may-be-nato-commander/
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/22/us/philip-m-breedlove-is-likely-candidate-for-top-nato-post.html?_r=1&
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/22/us/philip-m-breedlove-is-likely-candidate-for-top-nato-post.html?_r=1&
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/22/us/philip-m-breedlove-is-likely-candidate-for-top-nato-post.html?_r=1&
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/20/us/gen-john-r-allen-nominated-for-nato-post-to-retire.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/20/us/gen-john-r-allen-nominated-for-nato-post-to-retire.html?_r=0
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/02/19/us-usa-obama-allen-idUSBRE91I0ZF20130219
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/02/19/us-usa-obama-allen-idUSBRE91I0ZF20130219
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/feb/19/general-john-allen-retires
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/feb/19/general-john-allen-retires
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2013/02/15/short-list-forms-to-replace-gen-john-allen-as-nato-chief-nominee.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2013/02/15/short-list-forms-to-replace-gen-john-allen-as-nato-chief-nominee.html
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/natsec/RS21048.pdf
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/natsec/RS21048.pdf
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/us-considers-direct-aid-to-syrian-rebels/2013/02/26/4af93d3c-8033-11e2-b99e-6baf4ebe42df_story.html?wpisrc=al_excl
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/us-considers-direct-aid-to-syrian-rebels/2013/02/26/4af93d3c-8033-11e2-b99e-6baf4ebe42df_story.html?wpisrc=al_excl
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/us-considers-direct-aid-to-syrian-rebels/2013/02/26/4af93d3c-8033-11e2-b99e-6baf4ebe42df_story.html?wpisrc=al_excl
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2013/02/nato-patriot-missiles-turkey-defense-syria-strategy.html
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2013/02/nato-patriot-missiles-turkey-defense-syria-strategy.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/26/world/middleeast/in-shift-saudis-are-said-to-arm-rebels-in-syria.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130226
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/26/world/middleeast/in-shift-saudis-are-said-to-arm-rebels-in-syria.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130226
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/26/world/middleeast/in-shift-saudis-are-said-to-arm-rebels-in-syria.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130226
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/19/world/middleeast/as-assad-holds-firm-obama-could-revisit-arms-policy.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130219&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/19/world/middleeast/as-assad-holds-firm-obama-could-revisit-arms-policy.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130219&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/19/world/middleeast/as-assad-holds-firm-obama-could-revisit-arms-policy.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130219&_r=0
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/02/14/shopping_option_c_for_syria_arm_rebels?wp_login_redirect=0
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/02/14/shopping_option_c_for_syria_arm_rebels?wp_login_redirect=0
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2013/02/11/NATO-head-No-Syrian-intervention-coming/UPI-67841360615885/
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2013/02/11/NATO-head-No-Syrian-intervention-coming/UPI-67841360615885/
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/02/11/syria_s_battle_royale?wp_login_redirect=0
http://www.bertelsmann-stiftung.de/cps/rde/xbcr/SID-97B3C49C-6581BA8D/bst_engl/xcms_bst_dms_37368_37369_2.pdf
http://www.bertelsmann-stiftung.de/cps/rde/xbcr/SID-97B3C49C-6581BA8D/bst_engl/xcms_bst_dms_37368_37369_2.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/11/world/middleeast/syrian-war-closes-in-on-the-heart-of-damascus.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130211
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/11/world/middleeast/syrian-war-closes-in-on-the-heart-of-damascus.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130211
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/08/us/politics/panetta-speaks-to-senate-panel-on-benghazi-attack.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130208
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/08/us/politics/panetta-speaks-to-senate-panel-on-benghazi-attack.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130208
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-30CAD1A9-BEB130A8/natolive/news_98207.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-30CAD1A9-BEB130A8/natolive/news_98207.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-30CAD1A9-BEB130A8/natolive/news_98207.htm
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/secrecy/97-71.pdf
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/secrecy/97-71.pdf
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Upcoming Events: 
       (photo credit: ex.libris/flickr)  

Thessaloniki Summit on 
International, Security & 
Strategic Affairs, The Changing 
Nature of Challenges, 8-9 
March, Strategy International, 
Thessaloniki, Greece  

The Black Sea Region: Bringing 
Future Decision Makers Together in the Changing 
World, Armenian Atlantic Association, Yerevan, 
Armenia, 13-14 March 2013 - the goal of the 
conference is to reinforce a dialogue between the 
current and next generations of stakeholders from 
the Black Sea Region  

Abolition 2000 Annual General Meeting, 
Edinburgh, Scotland 17-19 April - the Scottish 
Parliament and people have expressed their 
opposition to nuclear weapons – and specifically 
to the UK basing its nuclear arsenal in Scotland. 
Scotland will be voting in a referendum for 
independence in 2014, and the Scottish desire to 
become a NWFZ provides an opportunity to 
fundamentally challenge the UK’s nuclear policies 
and practices – perhaps driving the UK toward 
complete nuclear disarmament. This meeting is 
being arranged in Scotland to demonstrate 
international solidarity and support for the Scottish 
anti-nuclear campaign – and for the global 
campaign for nuclear abolition.   

10th International Security Forum, Geneva, 22-24 
April - the 10th International Security Forum: 
Facing a World of Transitions addresses the 
multiple transitions in today’s international security 
environment. Whether political-military in nature – 
such as nuclear threat and disarmament or the 
question of geopolitical shifts – or issues touching 
human security (such as peace-building or dignity) 
they pose states unprecedented challenges 

NATO Quo Vadis? - Challenges for Democracy 
and Justice, Centre for European Law and 
Politics, University of Bremen, Germany, 26-28 

April 

 

Security 

News from 

NATO 

Member 

States:  
(photo credit: 

darkmatter/flickr) 

 

Lithuania 

Minister of National Defence to attend NATO 
meeting in Brussels, Lithuania Tribune, 20 
February 

NATO chief urges Russian 
openness, The Baltic Times, 6 
February 

Norway 

Norway signs up for another 62 
LMVs from Iveco, 
defenceIQ.com, 29 January 

Poland 

Major General Kaluzinski 
outlines Poland’s jet trainer requirements, Andrew 
Elwell, DefenceIQ, 25 February 

Turkey      

NATO Patriot missiles to cost Turkey $8.5 mn 
annually, Zee News, 24 February 

NATO Defence Ministers visit Patriot deployment, 
NATO News, 23 February - the German, Dutch 
and Turkish defence ministers paid a joint visit to 
NATO Patriot batteries in Turkey in a signal of 
Alliance solidarity 

Patriots’ Main Mission in Turkey: Protect NATO 
Radar, Defense News, 20 February 

All NATO Patriot batteries in Turkey operational, 
NATO News, 16 February - the final of six Patriot 
missile batteries deployed to Turkey was declared 
operational under NATO command and control on 
15 February 

US, NATO would help Turkey on border 
protection if asked, says spokesperson, Hurriyet 
Daily News, 13 February 

Statement by the NATO Secretary General on the 
terrorist attack on the Turkish border, NATO Press 
Release, 12 February 

US Patriot missile battery in Turkey comes under 
NATO command, Stars and Stripes, 5 February 

First US Patriot battery under NATO command 
and control, NATO News, 5 February - on a 
hillside overlooking the city of Gaziantep, the US 
Patriot missile launchers were activated under 
NATO command and control (photo credit: NATO) 

http://www.strategyinternational.org/conference2013
http://www.strategyinternational.org/conference2013
http://www.ata-sec.org/homepage-main-news/389-call-for-participation?utm_source=activetrail&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter
http://www.ata-sec.org/homepage-main-news/389-call-for-participation?utm_source=activetrail&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter
http://www.ata-sec.org/homepage-main-news/389-call-for-participation?utm_source=activetrail&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter
http://www.abolition2000.org/favicon.ico
http://www.isf.ethz.ch/
http://www.vdw-ev.de/index.php/de-DE/aktuelles-und-veranstaltungen-der-vdw/184-konferenz-quo-vadis-nato
http://www.vdw-ev.de/index.php/de-DE/aktuelles-und-veranstaltungen-der-vdw/184-konferenz-quo-vadis-nato
http://www.lithuaniatribune.com/30209/minister-of-national-defence-to-attend-nato-meeting-in-brussels-201330209/
http://www.lithuaniatribune.com/30209/minister-of-national-defence-to-attend-nato-meeting-in-brussels-201330209/
http://www.baltictimes.com/news/articles/32485/
http://www.baltictimes.com/news/articles/32485/
http://www.defenceiq.com/amoured-vehicles/articles/norway-signs-up-for-another-62-lmvs-from-iveco/&mac=DFIQ_OI_Featured_2011&utm_source=defenceiq.com&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DFIQOptIn&utm_content=2/5/13
http://www.defenceiq.com/amoured-vehicles/articles/norway-signs-up-for-another-62-lmvs-from-iveco/&mac=DFIQ_OI_Featured_2011&utm_source=defenceiq.com&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DFIQOptIn&utm_content=2/5/13
http://www.defenceiq.com/air-forces-and-military-aircraft/articles/major-general-kaluzinski-outlines-poland-s-jet-tra/&mac=DFIQ_OI_Featured_2011&utm_source=defenceiq.com&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DFIQOptIn&utm_content=2/26/13
http://www.defenceiq.com/air-forces-and-military-aircraft/articles/major-general-kaluzinski-outlines-poland-s-jet-tra/&mac=DFIQ_OI_Featured_2011&utm_source=defenceiq.com&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DFIQOptIn&utm_content=2/26/13
http://zeenews.india.com/news/world/nato-patriot-missiles-to-cost-turkey-8-5-mn-annually_831333.html
http://zeenews.india.com/news/world/nato-patriot-missiles-to-cost-turkey-8-5-mn-annually_831333.html
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-E63D06EF-DEB8F300/natolive/news_98819.htm
http://www.defensenews.com/article/20130220/DEFREG04/302200028/Patriots-8217-Main-Mission-Turkey-Protect-NATO-Radar?odyssey=nav%7Chead
http://www.defensenews.com/article/20130220/DEFREG04/302200028/Patriots-8217-Main-Mission-Turkey-Protect-NATO-Radar?odyssey=nav%7Chead
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-8BF2652F-B7A8F7DF/natolive/news_98494.htm
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/us-nato-would-help-turkey-on-border-protection-if-asked-says-spokesperson.aspx?pageID=238&nID=41023&NewsCatID=358
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/us-nato-would-help-turkey-on-border-protection-if-asked-says-spokesperson.aspx?pageID=238&nID=41023&NewsCatID=358
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-53A27C45-A2EE1819/natolive/news_98382.htm?mode=pressrelease
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-53A27C45-A2EE1819/natolive/news_98382.htm?mode=pressrelease
http://www.stripes.com/news/us-patriot-missile-battery-in-turkey-comes-under-nato-command-1.206582
http://www.stripes.com/news/us-patriot-missile-battery-in-turkey-comes-under-nato-command-1.206582
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-601E8C92-E30E45AD/natolive/news_98180.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-601E8C92-E30E45AD/natolive/news_98180.htm
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While more than 3,000 sexual 
assault cases were reported in 
2011 throughout the military 
services, Leon E. Panetta, the 
departing defense secretary, has 
said the real figure could be as 
high as 19,000. The Defense 
Department has found that about 
one in three military women has 
been sexually assaulted, a rate 
twice as high as that among 
civilians 

New York Times, 26 February 

United Kingdom 

Trident spending to account for 
one third of defence budget 
within a decade, The 
Telegraph, 27 February - 
spending on the successor to 
Britain’s Trident nuclear 
deterrent will take up to a third 
of the defence budget within 
the next decade, defence 
experts are warning 

(Faslane from the South Gate Access Road – photo credit: By 
thealmightyprophetgitboy/ flickr) 

Warning of new defence cuts risk, Financial 
Times, 26 February - the Ministry of Defence may 
need to find new savings of about £11bn in the 
decade after 2015, a prominent defence think-
tank has warned, underlining the pressure on 
Britain’s armed forces from budget cuts 

Mid-Term Blues - Defence and the 2013 Spending 
Review, Malcolm Chalmers, RUSI Briefing Paper, 
February 2013 - the Treasury’s 2012 Autumn 
Statement announced further reductions in 
defence spending over the next two years. These, 
in turn, have reduced the baseline budget from 
which budgets after 2014/15 will now be 
calculated. Although difficult decisions on the 
defence budget have been 
taken by the MoD, allowing 
Defence Secretary Phillip 
Hammond to declare the 
books balanced in May 2012, 
it seems another round of 
tough choices are set to 
follow the Treasury's 
November Autumn 
Statement. This briefing 
paper details the likely 
trajectory of the UK defence 
budget, and what it could 
mean for department 
expenditure 

UK's Plutonium Stockpile 
Dilemma, Rob Broomby,  
BBC News, 24 February - 
Britain has accumulated the biggest stockpile of 
civil plutonium in the world. What was once a 
valued asset is now viewed as a costly liability 
and a target for terrorists. Previous attempts to 
deal with the stockpile have gone wrong and the 
government now faces a dilemma 

Charity concern as Cameron says aid funding 
could be spent on defence, civilsociety, 21 
February 

Is Britain's arms trade making a killing?  Andy 
Beckett, The Guardian, 18 February - few prime 
ministers have been as tireless in promoting 
Britain's arms industry as David Cameron. He 
calls it a key part of the UK's economy, but do the 
figures really add up? 

Defence budget to carry over 
£1.6bn, Financial Times, 12 
February 

United States  

Hagel Approved for Defense in 
Sharply Split Senate Vote, New 
York Times, 26 February 

What does the grounding of the 
entire F-35 fleet mean for the 
$400 billion programme’s 
future?  Andrew Elwell, 

DefenceIQ, 25 February 

“I Begged for Them to Stop” - Waterboarding 
Americans and the Redefinition of Torture, Nick 
Turse, TomDispatch.com, 24 February 

America's military can handle anything ... except a 
budget cut, Michael Cohen, The Guardian, 20 
February - the military's scare tactics on spending 
cuts are grossly misleading and show a Defense 
Department unwilling to evolve 

NATO ambassador to lead Chicago Council on 
Global Affairs, Chicago-Sun Times, 13 February 

Globalizing Torture: Ahead of Brennan Hearing, 
International Complicity in CIA Rendition 
Exposed, Democracy Now, 7 February 

The American Lockdown 
State: Post-Legal Drones, the 
Bin Laden Tax, and Other 
Wonders of Our American 
World, Tom Engelhardt, 
TomDispatch.com, 5 
February 

♠♠ Globalizing Torture: CIA 
Secret Detention and 
Extraordinary Rendition, 
Open Society Justice 
Initiative, February 2013 - 
after the 9/11 attacks the 
Central Intelligence Agency 
conspired with dozens of 
governments to build a secret 
detention and extraordinary 

rendition program that spanned the globe.  This 
report is a comprehensive catalogue of the human 
rights abuses associated with these post-9/11 CIA 
counter-terror operations and of the governments 
that took part  

 

IDEAS, FEEDBACK, SUGGESTIONS? 

Ideas, feedback, suggestions? We want to hear 
from you. Please contact us at NATO Watch with 
any news and stories for the Observatory, as well 
as feedback or suggestions.   

NATO Watch | 13 North Erradale | Gairloch | Scotland 
| IV21 2DS 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/27/us/former-air-force-recruit-speaks-out-about-rape-by-her-sergeant-at-lackland.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20130227
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/newsbysector/industry/defence/9895708/Trident-spending-to-account-for-one-third-of-defence-budget-within-a-decade.html
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