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Russia’s war with Ukraine 
 
 

 
The war in Ukraine has entered its seventh 
month with no signs of abating. Despite Russia 
now controlling about 20% of Ukraine, the war 
appears to have settled into a battlefield 
stalemate. Russia has claimed that the slowing 
pace of its military campaign in Ukraine is 
deliberate and driven by the need to reduce 
civilian casualties. Speaking at a meeting of 
defence ministers of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation in Uzbekistan, Russian Defence 
Minister Sergei Shoigu said: “Everything is 
being done to avoid casualties among civilians. 
Of course, this slows down the pace of the 
offensive, but we are doing this deliberately”. 
A senior Ukrainian intelligence official, Kyrylo 
Budanov, said Russia’s offensive was slowing 
because of moral and physical fatigue in its 
ranks and Moscow’s “exhausted” resource 
base. Irrespective of the cause, the front lines 
have hardly moved in months, and it remains 
unlikely that either side can win a complete 
victory. 
 

Ukrainian Independence Day 
 

In a speech on Ukrainian Independence Day on 
24 August, Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy said that the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine had led to a rebirth of the country, and 
he also promised to retake the Crimean 
peninsula “We will not sit down at the 
negotiating table out of fear, with a gun 
pointed at our heads. For us, the most terrible 
iron is not missiles, aircraft and tanks, but 
shackles. Not trenches, but fetters”, he said. 
However, celebrations of the 31st anniversary 
of independence since the end of Soviet rule, 
were rather muted with events in Kyiv and 
elsewhere in the country cancelled due to  

predicted Russian missile attacks. Zelenskiy 
had warned Russia of a strong response to any 
independence day attacks, but at least 25 
people were killed in Russian rocket strike on a 
Ukrainian train station in the village of 
Chaplyne, Dnipropetrovsk oblast. Russian 
officials said the strike hit a military train that 
was set to deliver arms to the frontline in the 
eastern Donbas region, while Ukraine said it 
was aimed at residential areas. In response to 
the attacks, Denis Brown, UN humanitarian 
coordinator for Ukraine, said, “All actors, 
without exception, must respect their 
obligations under international humanitarian 
law and take constant care to spare civilians 
and civilian infrastructure so that they are 
protected, their houses preserved, and 
essential services remain”. US President Joe 
Biden marked Ukraine’s Independence Day by 
announcing nearly $3bn in new military 
assistance to the country (see below).  
 

Further fighting around the Zaporizhzhia 
nuclear power station 
 

Shelling and fighting continued near the 
Russian-held Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant 
in southern Ukraine, Europe’s largest. Fighting 
in and around the plant since the beginning of 
August has raised concerns about the potential 
for a nuclear accident (see NATO Watch 
update 23 and update 24). Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy said the world narrowly avoided a 
“radiation disaster” as the last regular line 
supplying electricity to Ukraine’s Russian-held 
Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant was restored 
hours after being cut by shelling on 25 August 
(attributed by Zelenskiy to Russian forces). 
According to the country’s nuclear power firm,  

https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russian-defence-minister-shoigu-military-campaign-ukraine-deliberately-slowed-2022-08-24/
https://news.yahoo.com/ukraine-spy-chief-says-russian-154313170.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukraine-girds-more-violence-independence-day-wars-six-month-mark-2022-08-23/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/aug/23/russia-to-step-up-strikes-on-civilians-us-says-as-ukraine-independence-day-nears
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/aug/23/zelenskiy-warns-russia-of-strong-response-to-independence-day-attacks
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/after-deadly-strike-un-official-calls-all-actors-respect-international-law-2022-08-25/
https://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/killing-children-shocking-denise-brown-humanitarian-coordinator-ukraine-strike-chaplyne-enruuk
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/08/24/statement-from-president-biden-on-ukraine-independence-day/
https://natowatch.org/sites/default/files/2022-08/nato_watch_update_23.pdf
https://natowatch.org/sites/default/files/2022-08/nato_watch_update_24.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/aug/26/zaporizhzhia-nuclear-power-plant-ukraine-russia-europe-radiation-disaster
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Energoatom, it was the first ever temporary 
disconnection at the plant in nearly 40 years of 
operation. Negotiations are continuing for 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
inspectors to visit the site. (A day earlier the 
Guardian revealed details of alleged Russian 
plans to disconnect the plant from Ukraine’s 
power grid in the event of heavy damage to 
power lines, risking a catastrophic failure of its 
cooling systems). 
 

In a phone call on 21 August, US President Joe 
Biden, French President Emmanuel Macron, 
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz and British 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson urged military 
restraint around the nuclear plant, while 
reiterating their support for Ukraine in the war. 
The four leaders also called for a "quick visit" 
to the nuclear site by IAEA inspectors. In a 
statement on 23 August, the IAEA said it would 
visit “within the next few days if ongoing 
negotiations succeed”. According to the office 
of the French president, Emmanuel Macron, 
on 19 August, Vladimir Putin had already 
agreed to IAEA inspectors visiting the nuclear 
plant, and had “reconsidered the demand” 
that they travel through Russia to the site, after 
Putin himself warned fighting there could bring 
about a “catastrophe”.  
 

The UN Security Council held an emergency 
meeting on 23 August at the request of Russia 
to discuss the situation around the plant. 
However, the Council could not reach 
agreement about what to do to resolve the 
issue. During the meeting, the United States, 
Russia and other member states exchanged 
accusations over who is to blame for recent 
attacks on the plant while UN officials 
emphasized the need for a demilitarized zone 
around the plant and inspections of the plant’s 
reactor. 
 

Summit of the International Crimea 
Platform 
 

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg 
participated with President Zelenskyy and 
other world leaders in an online Summit of the 
International Crimea Platform on 23 August 
2022. Stoltenberg detailed the strong support 
that NATO and partners are providing Ukraine,  

adding, “We are committed to our partnership 
with Ukraine for the long term. We will help 
Ukraine transition from Soviet-era to NATO-
standard equipment, continue your defence 
and security sector reform, and help you on 
the path of post-war reconstruction”. The 
Secretary General said that NATO will continue 
to stand with Ukraine for as long as it takes: 
”Winter is coming and it will be hard. And what 
we see now is a grinding war of attrition. This 
is a battle of wills and a battle of logistics. 
Therefore, we must sustain our support for 
Ukraine for the long-term, so that Ukraine 
prevails, as a sovereign independent nation”. 
Ukrainian counterattacks in occupied Crimea 
have increased in recent weeks. The Ukrainian 
raid on the Saky airbase on 9 August, for 
example, knocked out “more than half” of 
Russia’s combat naval aviation in the Black Sea, 
western officials said. On 20 August, Ukraine 
launched a drone strike on Russia’s Black Sea 
fleet headquarters at Sevastopol. 
 

Stalled diplomacy 
 

Negotiations between Ukraine and Russia took 
place for several months following the 
invasion, but they did not stop the war, and 
talks have been stalled for months. Before 
that, negotiations on Donbas had lasted for 
more than seven years with French and 
German participation; but despite signed 
agreements and a ceasefire, the conflict was 
never resolved. Each side blames the other for 
a lack of progress and there appears to be no 
real prospect for any diplomatic breakthroughs 
or ceasefires in the near future. Positions 
between the two sides remain incompatible: 
Ukraine insists on full sovereignty over all 
Ukrainian territory as it existed when Ukraine 
became independent in 1991, while Russia 
claims sovereignty over Crimea and 
recognition of independence of the Donbas 
separatist republics. Moreover, Russia has 
recognized the independence of the Donbas 
republics on the whole administrative territory 
of the Donbas, even though some of that 
territory remains in Ukrainian hands and is the 
focus of current fighting.  
 

France and Germany lead a NATO bloc 
favouring negotiations, while the US and UK  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/aug/25/zaporizhzhia-nuclear-plant-disconnected-ukraine-grid-russia
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/aug/24/revealed-russian-plan-to-disconnect-zaporizhzhia-nuclear-plant-from-grid
https://www.rferl.org/a/western-powers-urge-restraint-ukraine-nuclear-plant/31998147.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/iaea-says-it-could-visit-russian-held-zaporizhzhia-nuclear-plant-days-2022-08-23/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/08/1125292
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/08/1125292
https://crimea-platform.org/en
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/opinions_198268.htm
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/half-russias-black-sea-fleets-combat-jets-out-operation-western-official-2022-08-19/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/aug/20/ukraine-launches-fresh-strike-on-russias-black-sea-fleet-headquarters
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lead a bloc that favour continuing to send more 
advanced weapons. One of the potential 
frameworks for a negotiated settlement is a 
four-point Italian proposal, calling for Ukraine 
committing to neutrality and not joining NATO, 
security guarantees for Ukraine, and 
negotiations between Ukraine and Russia on 
Crimea and the Donbas (see NATO Watch 
Update 16). During a press conference in Kyiv 
after the International Crimea Platform on 23 
August, President Zelenskiy said Ukraine will 
not agree to any proposal to freeze the current 
frontlines. “At the point where we are, we are 
not ready for a ceasefire. We explained that 
there will be no Minsk-3, Minsk-5, or Minsk-7. 
We will not play these games, we have lost part 
of our territories this way … it is a trap,” he 
said. Zelenskiy also vowed to return Crimea to 
Ukraine, saying it would become part of the EU 
along with the rest of the country. “We will 
return Crimea, because it is our territory. In 
any way we decide. We will decide it on our 
own, without consulting any other state. It all 
began with Crimea, and it will end with 
Crimea”. 
 

Gennady Gatilov, Russia’s permanent 
representative to the UN in Geneva, also 
seemingly ruled out a diplomatic solution to 
ending the war when he told the Financial 
Times on 22 August that there would be no 
direct talks between Vladimir Putin and 
Volodymyr Zelenskiy. He added that Moscow 
expects a prolonged conflict. Meanwhile, the 
Vatican’s Russia-Ukraine diplomacy suffered 
two setbacks on 25 August when the head of 
the Russian Orthodox church cancelled a 
meeting with Pope Francis and Ukraine 
summoned the papal ambassador to complain 
about Francis’ latest comments about the war. 
The pontiff upset Kyiv by including Darya 
Dugina, the daughter of Russian nationalist TV 
Alexander Dugin killed by a car bomb on 21 
August (see below), as among the “innocents” 
who have been victimised by the “insanity of 
war”. 
 
 

For options of what a possible settlement for 
Ukraine might look like, see Cambridge 
University’s Ukraine Peace Settlement Project. 
 

Military and financial assistance to 
Ukraine 
 

Ukraine continues to rely heavily on 
international military and financial support 
from Western states. In the five months since 
Russia launched its war in Ukraine, the United 
States has pledged about $24 billion in military 
aid to Ukraine—more than four times 
Ukraine’s 2021 defence budget. America’s 
partners in Europe and beyond have pledged 
an additional $12 billion, according to the Kiel 
Institute for the World Economy. On 25 
August, US president Joe Biden confirmed a 
further $3bn in military aid, including anti-
aircraft missiles, artillery, counter-drone 
defences and radar equipment. US officials 
said the equipment, which will have to be 
ordered and will not be delivered for months 
or years, represented a medium- to long-term 
investment in Ukraine’s defence posture. It is 
the biggest tranche of US military aid to date. 
Earlier, on 19 August, the US had announced a 
new $775 million package of military 
equipment and ammunition for Ukraine, 
including various types of missiles, drones, 
artillery and mine-clearing systems. 
 

UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson visited 
Ukraine on 24 August for the third time since 
Russia invaded, urging the international 
community to “stay the course” in its support. 
He also announced a further £54 million in 
military assistance, including unmanned 
surveillance and missile systems.  
 
 

For further details on arms transfers to 
Ukraine, see, the Forum on the Arms Trade. 
And for a timeline of every US arms shipment 
to Ukraine that has been announced since the 
war began, see here. 
 

 

Humanitarian consequences of the war 
 

Exact figures for the number of war fatalities, 
both military and civilian, are difficult to verify 
and confirm. Undercounting and manipulation 
of the data is common in in war. Ukraine claims 
to have killed more than 45,000 Russian 
soldiers in the war to date, while the US 
believes Russia has suffered between 70,000 
and  80,000  casualties,  either  killed  or  

https://natowatch.org/sites/default/files/2022-05/nato_watch_update_16.pdf
https://natowatch.org/sites/default/files/2022-05/nato_watch_update_16.pdf
https://www.president.gov.ua/en/news/na-sogodni-ukrayina-ne-gotova-jti-na-pripinennya-vognyu-i-zh-77253
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/zelenskiy-vows-restore-ukrainian-rule-crimea-2022-08-23/
https://www.ft.com/content/c5f4f6f3-9bd4-4f12-bb2a-a60fb4052477
https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/russian-patriarch-scrubs-meeting-meet-pope-88830761
https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/russian-patriarch-scrubs-meeting-meet-pope-88830761
https://www.lcil.cam.ac.uk/researchcollaborative-projects-housed-lcilukraine-peace-settlement-project/settlement-options
https://www.ifw-kiel.de/publications/data-sets/ukraine-support-tracker-data-17410/
https://www.ifw-kiel.de/publications/data-sets/ukraine-support-tracker-data-17410/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/aug/24/joe-biden-ukraine-military-aid-zelenskiy
https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/3134467/additional-defensive-weapons-to-be-shipped-to-ukraine-official-says/
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/video/2022/aug/24/boris-johnson-visits-kyiv-ukraine-independence-day-video
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-tells-ukraine-they-will-win-as-he-marks-independence-day-24-august-2022#:~:text=Visit%20comes%20as%20the%20Prime,and%20target%20invading%20Russian%20forces.
https://www.forumarmstrade.org/ukrainearms.html
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/08/18/by-the-numbers-keeping-track-of-the-single-largest-arms-transfer-in-us-history/
https://theconversation.com/reliable-death-tolls-from-the-ukraine-war-are-hard-to-come-by-the-result-of-undercounts-and-manipulation-179905
https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid0WUU42nX5cfjviBohTmT2EgjBVmje4xBSjia8HK1NLu9PRpWhgpNbeJgP3UBQX4WGl
https://www.usnews.com/news/world-report/articles/2022-08-08/as-many-as-80-000-russian-forces-killed-wounded-in-ukraine-pentagon
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wounded. Gen. Valeriy Zaluzhny, commander-
in-chief of the Ukrainian Armed forces, said on 
22 August at a public forum that nearly 9,000 
Ukrainian military personnel have been killed 
in the war. This is the first time Ukraine has 
revealed the scale of its military losses since 
the war began, previously protected as a 
tightly guarded secret - although in early June, 
a senior Ukrainian presidential aide told BBC 
News 100-200 Ukrainian solders were dying in 
the Donbas region every day. In April, Russia 
said it had killed about 23,000 Ukrainian 
troops. 
 

According to data collected by the Office of the 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(OHCHR), as at 22 August, 5,587 civilians have 
died since Russia invaded Ukraine in February, 
including 362 children. The actual figures are 
likely to be considerably higher, as the receipt 
of information from some locations where 
intense hostilities have been going on has been 
delayed and many reports are still pending 
corroboration. According to Action on Armed 
Violence (AOAV) the number of casualties from 
explosive violence in the Ukrainian conflict 
reached 6,449 people by 24 August. From this 
number, 2,629 were killed and 3,820 were 
injured across 878 incidents. Ninety-six per 
cent (6,189) of civilian casualties have occurred 
in populated areas. 
 

Treatments of POWs 
 

Ukrainian soldiers who were taken prisoner 
after the battle for Mariupol have accused 
Russian forces of torture during their captivity. 
The soldiers, who were from the Azov 
regiment and released as part of a prisoner 
exchange, told reporters they saw soldiers that 
were beaten until their bones were broken. 
Meanwhile, President Zelenskiy warned Russia 
against putting Ukrainian soldiers captured 
during the siege of Mariupol on trial. “If this 
despicable court takes place, if our people are 
brought into these settings in violation of all 
agreements, all international rules, there will 
be abuse,” he said in his address on 21 August. 
“This will be the line beyond which no 
negotiations are possible”, he added. UN and 
US officials have expressed similar concerns. 
During  a  briefing  on  23  August,  Ravina  

Shamdasani, spokesperson for the OHCHR, 
said pro-Russian officials appeared to be 
installing metal cages in a hall in Mariupol as 
part of plans to establish what they were 
calling an “international tribunal”, citing 
images on social media, and adding that such a 
process could itself amount to a war crime. A 
day later, the US secretary of state 
spokesperson, Ned Price, said that “the 
planned show trials are illegitimate and a 
mockery of justice, and we strongly condemn 
them”. 
 

Activities in occupied parts of Ukraine 
 

Moscow is preparing to stage referendums in 
Russian-occupied areas of Ukraine, according 
to US intelligence. “We have information that 
Russia continues to prepare to hold these 
sham referendum in Kherson, Zaporizhzhia, 
and the so called Donetsk and Luhansk 
people’s republics,” spokesperson for Biden’s 
national security council, John Kirby, said on 24 
August. “We’ve also learned that the Russian 
leadership has instructed officials to begin 
preparing to hold sham referenda, particularly 
in Kharkiv as well. And these referenda could 
begin in a matter of days or weeks”. 
 

A former Russian mayor has been appointed 
head of Russian-occupied Kharkiv, Ukraine’s 
second-largest city. It is the latest in a string of 
such appointments, which Kyiv says are part of 
attempts to annexe its territory. Meanwhile, in 
a Ukrainian Foreign Ministry statement Russia 
is accused of having organised illegal mass 
adoptions of Ukrainian children after 
transferring them from occupied territories to 
the Russia mainland. “More than 1,000 
children from Mariupol were illegally 
transferred to outsiders in Tyumen, Irkutsk, 
Kemerovo and Altai Krai” in Siberia, the 
statement said. 
 
 

Further reading:  
 

On outcomes and consequences of the 
war 
 

Geoffrey Roberts, Call for more US weapons 
eerily echoes preventative war thinking, 
Responsible Statecraft, 26 August 2022 

https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/almost-9000-ukrainian-military-killed-war-with-russia-armed-forces-chief-2022-08-22/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-61987945
https://tass.com/defense/1438725
https://www.ohchr.org/en/news/2022/08/ukraine-civilian-casualty-update-22-august-2022
https://aoav.org.uk/2022/ukraine-casualty-monitor/
https://aoav.org.uk/2022/ukraine-casualty-monitor/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukrainian-soldiers-accuse-russians-abuses-captivity-2022-08-22/
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/volodymyr-zelensky-warns-russia-against-putting-ukraine-soldiers-on-trial-3274240
Ravina%20Shamdasani
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/us-state-department-says-planned-trials-ukrainian-pows-would-be-mockery-justice-2022-08-24/
https://www.barrons.com/news/us-says-russia-could-announce-sham-referendums-this-week-in-occupied-ukraine-01661362207
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/former-russian-mayor-appointed-head-russian-occupied-kharkiv-tass-citing-local-2022-08-19/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/aug/23/kyiv-accuses-moscow-of-mass-abduction-of-ukrainian-children
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/08/26/call-for-more-us-weapons-to-ukraine-recalls-preventative-war-theory/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/08/26/call-for-more-us-weapons-to-ukraine-recalls-preventative-war-theory/
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Anatol Lieven, Six months after Russian invasion, 
a bloody stalemate, a struggle for peace, 
Responsible Statecraft, 25 August 2022 
 

10 Ways Ukraine Has Surprised the World Since 
February 24, 2022, Globsec Commentary, 24 
August 2022 
 

NATO Secretary General message on Ukraine’s 
Independence Day, NATO News Release, 24 
August 2022 
 

NATO Chief Urges More Weapons for Ukraine—
'Winter Is Coming', Newsweek, 23 August 2022 
 

Statement by NATO Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg in the International Crimea Platform, 
23 August 2022 
 

Jessica McKenzie, A Ukrainian climate expert on 
the Zaporizhzhia situation and the winter energy 
outlook, Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 19 
August 2022 
 

Dawn Stover, Deteriorating situation at Ukraine’s 
largest nuclear power plant, Bulletin of the 
Atomic Scientists, 19 August 2022 
 

François Diaz-Maurin, Experts weigh in on the 
risk of disaster at a Ukrainian nuclear power 
plant, Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 19 August 
2022 
 

Philip Dandolov, The Weaponization of Minority 
Rights and Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine, 
Geopolitical Monitor, Situation Reports, 19 
August 2022 
 

John J. Mearsheimer, Playing With Fire in 
Ukraine: The Underappreciated Risks of 
Catastrophic Escalation, Foreign Affairs, 17 
August 2022 
 
 

On investigations of war crimes in Ukraine 
and other legal processes 
 

The ICC in the Hague opened an investigation 
into possible war crimes in Ukraine just days 
after Moscow’s forces invaded and it 
dispatched dozens of investigators to the 
country to gather evidence. On 14 July, 45 
countries agreed at a conference in the Hague 
to coordinate investigations into suspected 
war crimes in Ukraine.  
 
 

On the risk of nuclear war 
 

The UN Secretary-General António Guterres 
demanded a halt to “nuclear sabre-rattling” 
during a speech to the UN Security Council on 
22 August, adding that the world is at a 
“maximum moment of danger” and all 
countries with nuclear weapons must make a 
commitment to “no first-use”. He also 
described the situation at Ukraine’s 
Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant (see above) 
as critical, as shelling and fighting in the area 
continued. 
 

Carlo Trezza, The inevitable impact of the war in 
Ukraine on the NPT, ELN Commentary, 23 August 
2022 
 

Carlos D. Sorreta, The war in Ukraine and the 
nuclear consequences of the new arms race, ELN 
Commentary, 19 August 2022 
 
 

On sanctions against Russia and post-war 
reconstruction in Ukraine 
 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine galvanized the US, 
UK and EU, and a handful of other Western-
aligned countries, to unleash a series of 
sanctions meant to punish Vladimir Putin’s 
government and pressure him to pull his forces 
back. While the sanctions lists are sometimes 
difficult to interpret, the EU has sanctioned 
1,158 individuals and 98 entities—an 
approximate doubling of its entire sanctions 
portfolio across the dozens of sanctions 
regimes it implements; the UK also roughly 
doubled its portfolio (excluding the UN listings 
it is obligated to implement) having imposed 
sanctions on over 1,000 individuals and over 
100 businesses; and the US has sanctioned 
more than 1,000 individuals or organizations 
since the invasion. The numbers, and the pace 
of the rollout, dwarf the sanctions lists for the 
likes of Iran, North Korea, Libya, the thematic 
counterterrorism lists, and all others. 
 

However, rather than dissuading the Kremlin 
as intended, the penalties appear instead to be 
exacerbating inflation, worsening food 
insecurity and punishing ordinary Russians 
more than Putin or his allies. Moreover, Russia 
has claimed (see NATO Watch Update 17 and 
Update 18) that it is getting more revenue from  

https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/08/25/six-months-after-russian-invasion-a-bloody-stalemate-a-struggle-for-peace/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/08/25/six-months-after-russian-invasion-a-bloody-stalemate-a-struggle-for-peace/
https://www.globsec.org/publications/10-ways-ukraine-has-surprised-the-world-since-february-24-2022/
https://www.globsec.org/publications/10-ways-ukraine-has-surprised-the-world-since-february-24-2022/
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_198307.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_198307.htm
https://www.newsweek.com/jens-stoltenberg-nato-ukraine-weapons-russia-war-crimea-1736097
https://www.newsweek.com/jens-stoltenberg-nato-ukraine-weapons-russia-war-crimea-1736097
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/opinions_198268.htm
https://thebulletin.org/2022/08/a-ukrainian-climate-expert-on-the-zaporizhzhia-situation-and-the-winter-energy-outlook/
https://thebulletin.org/2022/08/a-ukrainian-climate-expert-on-the-zaporizhzhia-situation-and-the-winter-energy-outlook/
https://thebulletin.org/2022/08/a-ukrainian-climate-expert-on-the-zaporizhzhia-situation-and-the-winter-energy-outlook/
https://thebulletin.org/2022/08/deteriorating-situation-at-ukraines-largest-nuclear-power-plant/
https://thebulletin.org/2022/08/deteriorating-situation-at-ukraines-largest-nuclear-power-plant/
https://thebulletin.org/2022/08/experts-weigh-in-on-the-risk-of-disaster-at-a-ukrainian-nuclear-power-plant/?
https://thebulletin.org/2022/08/experts-weigh-in-on-the-risk-of-disaster-at-a-ukrainian-nuclear-power-plant/?
https://thebulletin.org/2022/08/experts-weigh-in-on-the-risk-of-disaster-at-a-ukrainian-nuclear-power-plant/?
https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/the-weaponization-of-minority-rights-and-russias-invasion-of-ukraine/
https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/the-weaponization-of-minority-rights-and-russias-invasion-of-ukraine/
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/ukraine/playing-fire-ukraine
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/ukraine/playing-fire-ukraine
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/ukraine/playing-fire-ukraine
https://www.reuters.com/world/west-seeks-coordinate-evidence-war-crimes-ukraine-2022-07-14/
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-united-nations-antonio-guterres-67cd75059d15da5f575bcf106164986c
https://www.europeanleadershipnetwork.org/commentary/the-inevitable-impact-of-the-war-in-ukraine-on-the-npt/
https://www.europeanleadershipnetwork.org/commentary/the-inevitable-impact-of-the-war-in-ukraine-on-the-npt/
https://www.europeanleadershipnetwork.org/commentary/the-war-in-ukraine-and-the-nuclear-consequences-of-the-new-arms-race/
https://www.europeanleadershipnetwork.org/commentary/the-war-in-ukraine-and-the-nuclear-consequences-of-the-new-arms-race/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2022/06/03/russia-s-aggression-against-ukraine-the-eu-targets-additional-65-individuals-and-18-entities/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/uk-sanctions-following-russias-invasion-of-ukraine
https://www.cnas.org/publications/reports/sanctions-by-the-numbers-economic-measures-against-russia-following-its-2021-invasion-of-ukraine
https://natowatch.org/sites/default/files/2022-06/nato_watch_update_17.pdf
https://natowatch.org/sites/default/files/2022-06/nato_watch_update_18.pdf
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its fossil fuel sales now than before its invasion 
of Ukraine, despite (or partly because of) 
Western sanctions.  
 

Several European countries have called for the 
EU to limit or block short-term Schengen visas 
for Russian citizens. Ukraine, Estonia, Latvia, 
Finland and the Czech Republic all urged new 
restrictions. Estonia is the first EU country to 
prohibit tourist travel by Russian citizens (as 
from 18 August), while Poland is also 
considering restrictions for Russian tourist 
visas. However, Washington rejected Ukraine’s 
call for a blanket ban on visas for Russians, 
saying it would not want to close off pathways 
to refuge for Russia’s dissidents and others 
who are vulnerable to human rights abuses. 
The EU’s chief diplomat, Josep Borrell, also said 
he opposes a complete ban on visas for 
Russians. Meanwhile, a $75 million superyacht 
linked to a Russian steel billionaire has been 
put to auction in Gibraltar in the first sale of an 
oligarch’s assets since the invasion of Ukraine. 
The 72.5-metre Axioma was seized from 
Dmitry Pumpyansky in March. 
 
 

On international food security and 
Ukrainian grain exports  
 

The announcement on 22 July of a grain deal 
between Russia, Ukraine, Turkey and the UN – 
which could allow Ukraine to export up to 22 
million tons of grain stuck in its ports via the 
Black Sea – was a rare ray of light. The 
resumption of food exports could prove crucial 
for Ukraine's economy as well as global food 
but will rely on a fragile truce in the Black Sea 
security (on international food security and 
Ukrainian grain exports, see NATO Watch 
Update 17, Update 18, Update 20 and Update 
21). The resumption of grain exports is being 
overseen by a Joint Coordination Centre (JCC) 
in Istanbul where Russian, Ukrainian, Turkish 
and UN personnel are working.  As a result of 
the grain deal, Ukraine’s agricultural exports 
are likely to rise to about 4m tonnes in August, 
from 3m tonnes in July, a deputy chair of the 
Ukrainian agrarian council said. Meanwhile, 
four more ships carrying food left Ukraine’s 
Black Sea ports, Turkey’s defence ministry said 
on 21 August, bringing the total number of  

vessels to leave under the grain export deal to 
31. 
 

The US is planning to buy about 150,000 metric 
tonnes of grain from Ukraine in the next few 
weeks for an upcoming shipment of food aid 
from ports no longer blockaded by war, the 
World Food Programme (WFP) said. The 
planned shipment, one of several the WFP is 
pursuing, is more than six times the amount of 
grain that the first WFP-arranged ship from 
Ukraine is now carrying toward people in the 
Horn of Africa at risk of starvation. 
 
 

On energy security in Europe 
 

The West accuses Russia of restricting energy 
supplies to boost prices in retaliation for 
sanctions imposed after Moscow's invasion of 
Ukraine. Russia denies this, blaming Western 
sanctions themselves and various technical 
problems. Russian natural gas supplies to 
Europe are down around 75% year on year, 
with export company Gazprom last week 
announcing unscheduled maintenance on the 
Nord Stream 1 pipeline, which runs under the 
Baltic Sea to Germany. Europe faces fresh 
disruption to energy supplies due to damage to 
a pipeline system bringing oil from Kazakhstan 
through Russia that was reported by the 
pipeline operator on 22 August. Caspian 
Pipeline Consortium (CPC) said exports from 
two of its three mooring points at a Black Sea 
terminal had been suspended. 
 

During a visit to Canada, the German 
chancellor Olaf Scholz said that he is working 
fast to find alternatives to Russian gas. Scholz 
met Canada’s prime minster, Justin Trudeau, in 
Montreal on 22 August and the two leaders 
were due to sign a deal for Canada to supply 
clean hydrogen to Germany. Meanwhile, the 
UK Office for National Statistics reported that 
Britain had phased out all Russian oil imports 
in June, the first time it has done so since 
records began. For that month, the UK’s 
imports from Russia were down by 97% and 
stood at only £33 million as sanctions took 
effect. 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/aug/13/europe-russians-tourist-visa-ban-ukraine-war#:~:text=Countries%20including%20Ukraine%2C%20Estonia%2C%20Latvia,their%20country's%20invasion%20of%20Ukraine.
https://www.axios.com/2022/08/18/estonia-russia-travel-ban-ukraine-war
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/aug/22/us-rejects-russians-visa-ban-ukraine
https://euobserver.com/ukraine/155845
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/aug/23/75m-superyacht-linked-to-russian-steel-billionaire-auctioned-off-in-gibraltar#:~:text=A%20%C2%A365m%20superyacht%20owned,Putin%20invaded%20Ukraine%20in%20February.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/mar/22/superyacht-belonging-to-russian-oligarch-seized-in-gibraltar?utm_term=Autofeed&CMP=twt_gu&utm_medium&utm_source=Twitter
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/mar/22/superyacht-belonging-to-russian-oligarch-seized-in-gibraltar?utm_term=Autofeed&CMP=twt_gu&utm_medium&utm_source=Twitter
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-middle-east-global-trade-a2c89d94a0f8473b40a1fcde5710bda8
https://natowatch.org/sites/default/files/2022-06/nato_watch_update_17.pdf
https://natowatch.org/sites/default/files/2022-06/nato_watch_update_18.pdf
https://natowatch.org/sites/default/files/2022-07/nato_watch_update_20.pdf
https://natowatch.org/sites/default/files/2022-07/nato_watch_update_21.pdf
https://natowatch.org/sites/default/files/2022-07/nato_watch_update_21.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/markets/europe/ukraine-agricultural-exports-may-reach-4-mln-t-aug-after-unblocking-sea-ports-2022-08-22/
https://www.rferl.org/a/turkey-says-four-more-ships-ukrainian-grain/31997910.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/un-us-buying-big-ukraine-grain-shipment-for-hungry-regions/6710001.html#:~:text=The%20United%20States%20is%20stepping,has%20told%20The%20Associated%20Press.
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/gazprom-says-nord-stream-1-pipeline-shut-three-days-end-aug-2022-08-19/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/kazakh-oil-exports-via-russia-hit-by-damaged-equipment-2022-08-22/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/aug/22/germany-chancellor-visits-canada-russian-gas-energy-olaf-scholz
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2022/aug/24/britain-imports-no-energy-from-russia-for-first-time-on-record-oil
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On developments within Ukraine 
 

Ukraine’s economy minister said on 19 August 
that the country’s economy could contract 35-
40% by the end of the year, having contracted 
15.1% year-on-year in the first quarter of 2022. 
Meanwhile, Ukraine has restored a 22km rail 
link to neighbouring Moldova which could 
carry 10m tonnes of freight a year, president 
Volodymyr Zelenskiy said. Ukraine’s 
infrastructure minister, Oleksander Kubrakov, 
said the link would provide an alternative route 
from the Black Sea port of Odesa. 
 
 

On developments within Russia 
 

On 25 August President Vladimir Putin signed a 
decree to increase the size of Russia’s armed 
forces from 1.9 million to 2.04 million. The 
decree will come into effect on 1 January 2023 
and appears to point to the country’s aim to 
replenish its military, which has been heavily 
degraded in Ukraine. Although the decree did 
not say how the military intends to achieve this 
growth, the likely focus will be on increasing 
the number of volunteers. 
 

Darya Dugina, the daughter of an 
ultranationalist Russian ideologue and ally of 
Vladimir Putin was killed in a car bomb on the 
outskirts of Moscow on 21 August. Russia’s FSB 
security service accused Ukraine’s intelligence 
services of carrying out the murder, although 
questions remain over the credibility of those 
claims. A former member of Russia’s Duma, 
Ilya Ponomarev, claimed that a Russian 
underground group, the National Republican 
Army, was allegedly behind the car bomb 
attack. The funeral took place on 23 August. 
 

Yevgeny Roizman, the former mayor of the 
Russian city of Yekaterinburg and an 
outspoken critic of the war in Ukraine, was 
detained by police on 24 August under a 
Russian censorship law. Roizman could spend 
up to three years in prison for characterizing 
the Russia-Ukraine conflict as a Russian 
invasion. In response to his arrest, he said, “We 
know all there is to know about our country. 
This is nothing new”. Associated Press 
reported the day before on 23 August that the 
Russian Government has also launched  

criminal investigations into eight people with 
connections to the imprisoned opposition 
leader Alexei Navalny for comments they 
made about Russia’s invasion. 
 

Russia has repeatedly threatened to fine 
internet sites that violate new laws 
criminalising the spreading of “false 
information” about the Russian army, and  on 
19 August Russia’s media watchdog said it was 
taking action against TikTok, Telegram, Zoom, 
Discord and Pinterest. On 16 August, Russian 
courts fined the US-based live streaming 
service Twitch 2 million roubles ($34,000) and 
messenger service Telegram 11 million roubles 
for violating military censorship laws. 
 

Anatol Lieven, Putin fairly deconstructed: a man, 
a myth, the state, Responsible Statecraft, 24 
August 2022 
 

Robert Wright, The murder of Daria Dugina is a 
wild card in a non-zero-sum conflict, Responsible 
Statecraft, 24 August 2022 
 

What can get you in trouble for anti-war speech 
in Russia? Human Rights Watch, 22 August 2022 
 
 

On China’s position on the war 
 

China has refused to condemn Russia’s 
invasion and its president, Xi Jinping, told Putin 
it would support Russia’s “sovereignty and 
security”. NATO’s new Strategic Concept 
asserts that there is a “deepening strategic 
partnership” between China and Russia.  
 
 

On developments within NATO 
 

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg 
travelled to the Canadian Arctic on 25 August 
2022 as part of a three-day visit hosted by 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau. The so-called 
High North is of increasing strategic 
importance for Euro-Atlantic security, 
especially in the context of a rapidly warming 
climate and rising geostrategic competition. 
The trip marks the first time a NATO Secretary 
General has visited Canada's Arctic. 
 

On 25 August, a Soviet-era obelisk was 
demolished in Latvia amid a backlash against 
Russia. The concrete nearly 80-metre obelisk 
topped by Soviet stars was the centrepiece of  

https://www.reuters.com/markets/europe/ukrainian-economy-could-contract-35-40-by-year-end-minister-2022-08-19/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukraine-restores-moldova-rail-link-could-carry-10-mln-tonnes-year-2022-08-22/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/aug/25/vladimir-putin-signs-decree-increase-size-russian-armed-forces-ukraine
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/aug/25/vladimir-putin-signs-decree-increase-size-russian-armed-forces-ukraine
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/aug/21/daughter-of-putin-ally-alexander-dugin-killed-in-car-bomb-in-moscow-reports
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/aug/22/russian-security-service-accuses-ukraine-over-darya-dugina-killing
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/aug/22/russian-security-service-fsb-claim-to-have-identified-killer-of-darya-dugina-lacks-credibility
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/aug/21/ex-russian-mp-claims-russian-partisans-responsible-for-moscow-car-bomb
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/aug/23/senior-russian-politicians-praise-martyr-darya-dugina-at-funeral
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/08/24/world/europe/yevgeny-roizman-arrest.html
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-alexei-navalny-government-and-politics-82eeeeab1eef5c02bfb81a17055c7b51
https://www.reuters.com/markets/europe/russias-watchdog-imposes-measures-against-tiktok-telegram-zoom-discord-pinterest-2022-08-19/
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/russia-fines-streaming-company-twitch-084501070.html
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/08/24/putin-fairly-deconstructed-a-man-a-myth-the-state/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/08/24/putin-fairly-deconstructed-a-man-a-myth-the-state/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/08/24/how-the-murder-of-daria-dugina-is-a-wild-card-in-a-zero-sum-conflict/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/08/24/how-the-murder-of-daria-dugina-is-a-wild-card-in-a-zero-sum-conflict/
https://www.hrw.org/video-photos/interactive/2022/08/22/what-can-get-you-trouble-anti-war-speech-russia
https://www.hrw.org/video-photos/interactive/2022/08/22/what-can-get-you-trouble-anti-war-speech-russia
https://www.nato.int/nato_static_fl2014/assets/pdf/2022/6/pdf/290622-strategic-concept.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/aug/25/latvia-topples-soviet-era-obelisk-amid-backlash-against-russia
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a monument to the Red Army’s victory over 
Nazi Germany, the latest in a series of Soviet 
monuments brought down after Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine. 
 

Symposium: Was withdrawing from Afghanistan 
the right thing to do? Responsible Statecraft, 25 
August 2022 
 

NATO chief tours Arctic defences as Canada 
comes under pressure to guard the Far North, 
CBC, 25 August 2022 
 

Jens Stoltenberg, In the face of Russian 
aggression, NATO is beefing up Arctic security, 
Globe and Mail, 24 August 2022 
 

NATO allies need to invest more in defense, says 
alliance chief, Anadolu Agency, 24 August 2022 
 

Sean Monaghan, The Sword, the Shield, and the 
Hedgehog: Strengthening Deterrence in NATO’s 
New Strategic Concept, War On The Rocks, 23 
August 2022 
 

Michael Cecire, It’s Time to Throw NATO’s Door 
Wide Open, Foreign Policy, 23 August 2022 
 

Turkey says Greece harassed its jets during NATO 
mission, ABC News, 23 August 2022 
 

B-52s Fly Over NATO Allies in Southeastern 
Europe, Air Force Magazine, 22 August 2022 
 

Serbia warns it will protect Kosovo Serbs if NATO 
doesn’t, Associated Press, 21 August 2022 
 

Vivek Mishra and Joeana Cera Matthews, NATO’s 
Eighth Strategic Concept: Changing force posture 
in Europe, ORF Commentary, 20 August 2022 
 

Jagannath Panda, Will Pyongyang’s NATO Tirades 
Pay Dividends? 38 North, 19 August 2022 
 

NATO secretary general to focus on arctic during 
Canada visit, Reuters, 19 October 2022 
 
 

 

Summit prepares ground for ‘NATOisation of 
Europe’ and continues collision course with 
China and high levels of military spending, 
NATO Watch Briefing No.96, 6 July 2022 
 

 
 

On Finland and Sweden joining NATO 
 

Finland and Sweden were invited to join NATO, 
after a trilateral memorandum with Turkey 
agreed on the eve of the NATO Madrid Summit  
assuaged Ankara’s previous objections. The  

two Nordic countries will become NATO 
members after the Accession Protocol is 
ratified by all 30 member states. The invitation 
to Finland and Sweden represents a major 
geopolitical shift in Europe as the two 
countries move away from neutrality. 
However, ratification by Turkey is still by no 
means certain. The trilateral agreement could 
still falter on implementation, especially 
regarding Turkish extradition requests. To 
date, 23 NATO member states have ratified the 
decision, with seven remaining to do so (Czech 
Republic, Greece, Hungary, Portugal, Slovakia, 
Spain and Turkey). 
 

Michael Peck, NATO is eager for Sweden's air 
force to join the alliance, but Swedish fighter 
pilots aren't happy with their bosses, Business 
Insider, 24 August 2022  
 

Walter Posch, Ankara Between NATO Northern 
Expansion and Northern Syria, Institute for Peace 
Support and Conflict Management, National 
Defence Academy Vienna, August 2022 
 
 

For further details see: 
 

Murky trilateral agreement results in Turkey 
lifting objections to Finland and Sweden’s NATO 
application, NATO Watch News Brief, 29 June 
2022 
 

Should Finland and Sweden hold a referendum 
on NATO membership? NATO Watch Briefing no. 
93, 6 May 2022 
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