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Russia’s war with Ukraine 
 

 
Russia appeared to be making incremental 
gains in its offensive in the Donbas region and 
Ukrainian officials admitted that Russia has the 
“upper hand” in fighting in the country’s east. 
The besieged Ukrainian city of Severodonetsk 
was reported to be almost completely 
surrounded by attacking Russian forces. “The 
Russians are pounding residential 
neighbourhoods relentlessly,” the governor of 
Ukraine’s eastern region of Luhansk, Serhiy 
Haidai, wrote in a Telegram post on 27 May. He 
also said Ukrainian forces may be forced to 
retreat from the zone to avoid being captured. 
A day earlier, Haidai, said just 5% of the area 
now remained in Ukrainian hands – down from 
about 10% little more than a week ago. Russian 
forces also claimed to have taken control of the 
city of Lyman in the southeastern Donetsk 
region, while officials in the Russian-backed 
self-proclaimed Luhansk and Donetsk People’s 
Republics declared that they were holding 
8,000 Ukrainian prisoners of war. 

 
The absence of peace talks  
The war began three months ago this week, 
but there appeared to be little progress on 
peace talks. French President Emmanuel 
Macron and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
held a three-way telephone conversation with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin on 28 May, 
with the French and German leaders urging 
Putin to hold “direct serious negotiations” with 
his Ukrainian counterpart Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy. Ukrainian presidential adviser and 
peace talks negotiator Mykhailo Podolyak said 
any agreement with Russia cannot be trusted 
and Moscow’s invasion can only be stopped by 
force. 

In his daily address on 27 May, Ukraine’s 
President Zelenskiy accused the Kremlin of 
carrying out a “genocide” in the country’s east. 
He said Ukraine was not eager to talk to the 
Russian President, but that it had to face the 
reality it would probably be necessary to end 
the war. Russia did not appear to be ready for 
serious peace talks, he added. Zelenskiy earlier 
rejected the notion that his country should 
cede territory to make peace with Russia. 
“Symptomatic editorials began to appear in 
some western media stating that Ukraine must 
allegedly accept so-called difficult 
compromises by giving up territory in 
exchange for peace,” he said in his address on 
25 May. Those who advise Ukraine to give up 
territory fail to see the ordinary people, he 
said, “who actually live in the territory they 
propose to exchange for the illusion of peace”. 
These views seemed to chime with popular 
sentiment inside Ukraine: a new survey found 
that 82% of Ukrainians believe that their 
country should not sign away any of its 
territories as part of a peace deal with Russia 
under any circumstances. Russia, meanwhile, 
blamed Ukraine for frozen peace talks, saying 
it was unclear what Kyiv wanted. Kremlin 
spokesperson Dmitry Peskov accused the 
leadership in Kyiv of constantly making 
“contradictory statements” that do “not allow 
us to fully understand what the Ukrainian side 
wants”. 
 

Italy’s four-point peace plan 
According to reports, Italy last week 
presented UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres with a four-point peace plan to 
resolve the war. "We are working with  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/26/ukraine-burying-civilians-mass-graves-russia-advances
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/27/russian-forces-sievierodonetsk-eastern-ukraine-donbas
https://www.deccanherald.com/international/world-news-politics/ukraine-says-troops-may-retreat-from-eastern-region-as-russia-advances-1113218.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/26/ukraine-burying-civilians-mass-graves-russia-advances
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russia-says-eastern-ukraine-town-lyman-is-under-its-full-control-2022-05-28/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/separatist-republics-hold-8000-ukrainian-pows-tass-cites-separatists-official-2022-05-26/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/28/russia-takes-control-lyman-ukraine-missiles-donbas-region
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukrainian-negotiator-says-any-agreement-with-russia-isnt-worth-broken-penny-2022-05-28/
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2022/05/27/ukraines-zelensky-accuses-russia-of-genocide-in-donbas-onslaught-a77820
https://www.president.gov.ua/en/news/ti-hto-radit-ukrayini-viddati-rosiyi-teritoriyi-ne-hochut-ba-75377
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/eighty-two-percent-ukrainians-oppose-territorial-concessions-poll-2022-05-24/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/kremlin-accuses-ukraine-contradictory-statements-peace-talks-2022-05-27/
https://www.wsj.com/livecoverage/russia-ukraine-latest-news-2022-05-20/card/italy-circulates-4-point-peace-plan-h2o9EfwULf6P1mwDbjdn
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partners and allies, including Ukraine, on a 
peace plan," the Italian Foreign Ministry's 
spokesperson said. The first point in the 
peace plan calls for a ceasefire and 
demilitarisation of the front lines. The 
second is that Ukraine would be a neutral 
country, with its security guaranteed by a 
not-yet-identified group of countries. The 
contours of this part of the plan would be 
discussed at a peace conference. The third 
point is a bilateral agreement between 
Russia and Ukraine to clarify the future of 
Crimea and Donbas. The agreement would 
deal with cultural and language rights and 
guarantee the free movement of people, 
goods and capital. The plan indicates that 
Crimea and Donbas would have almost 
complete autonomy, including in questions 
of defence, but would be part of Ukraine. 
The fourth point would be a multilateral 
peace agreement between the EU and 
Russia that would include a staged 
withdrawal of Russian troops from Ukraine 
and the winding down of Western 
sanctions against Moscow.  
 

However, Russian officials castigated the 
plan. Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said 
“One of the points calls for Crimea and 
Donbass to be part of Ukraine with broader 
autonomy. Well, serious politicians who 
want to achieve results and engaged in 
self-promotion to their electorate, would 
never propose such things”. Similarly, 
Russia’s Foreign Ministry spokesperson, 
Maria Zakharova, said it was a “fantasy”. 
Zakharova said at her weekly briefing: “You 
can’t supply Ukraine with weapons with 
one hand and come up with plans for a 
peaceful resolution of the situation with 
the other”. 
 
Military assistance to Ukraine 
Ukraine is urgently requesting heavy weapons 
to repel Russian forces in the eastern Donbas 
region. In particular, Ukrainian officials are 
seeking advanced US-made mobile multiple 
launch rocket systems, which are capable of  

striking targets up to 300km away, to halt 
Russian advances in Luhansk and Donetsk. “We 
need the help of our partners - above all, 
weapons for Ukraine. Full help, without 
exceptions, without limits, enough to win,” 
President Zelenskiy said in his national address 
on 25 May. Kuleba added his country “badly” 
needs multiple launch rocket systems to match 
Russian firepower. The UK Prime minister, 
Boris Johnson, said Ukraine should be supplied 
with these weapons but stopped short of 
committing the UK to sending the M270 rocket 
system, which Kyiv has been requesting from 
Britain, the USA and other NATO members for 
several weeks. However, the USA is expected 
to announce shortly that it will send the system 
to Ukraine.  
 

Following the second Ukraine Contact Group 
meeting on 23 May, US Secretary of Defense 
Lloyd Austin announced that 20 countries had 
pledged new military aid for Ukraine. The new 
weapons to be sent to Ukraine include US-
made Harpoon anti-ship missiles and a missile 
launcher to be supplied by Denmark, as well as 
attack helicopters, tanks and rocket systems to 
be supplied by the Czech Republic. Austin also 
reported that new munitions given to Ukraine 
will also include howitzer and artillery 
ammunition sent by Italy, Greece, Norway and 
Poland, among others. 

 
Military and civilian casualties 
Exact figures for the number of fatalities, both 
military and civilian, are difficult to verify and 
confirm. Undercounting and manipulation of 
the data is common in in war. Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy gave an insight 
into the level of losses being sustained by 
Ukrainian forces in the Donbas, saying this 
week that between 50 to 100 Ukrainians could 
be dying every day. The UK Ministry of Defence 
claimed that Russia’s death toll from the first 
three months of the war is akin to the losses 
suffered in its nine-year war in Afghanistan. 
(About 15,000 soldiers from the Soviet Union 
were killed in Afghanistan between 1979 and 
1989). According to Ukraine’s armed forces, 
about 29,200 Russian troops have been killed 
since the invasion began on 24 February. 

https://www.republicworld.com/world-news/russia-ukraine-crisis/russias-fm-lavrov-terms-italys-four-point-peace-plan-for-ukraine-as-non-serious-articleshow.html
https://www.euronews.com/2022/05/26/us-ukraine-crisis-zakharova-italy
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/28/ukraine-pleads-for-weapons-as-russian-onslaught-threatens-to-turn-the-tide
https://www.president.gov.ua/en/news/ti-hto-radit-ukrayini-viddati-rosiyi-teritoriyi-ne-hochut-ba-75377
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/27/boris-johnson-calls-ukraine-sent-more-long-range-rocket-systems
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/05/26/politics/us-long-range-rockets-ukraine-mlrs/index.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-austin-military-aid-20-countries/31864186.html
https://theconversation.com/reliable-death-tolls-from-the-ukraine-war-are-hard-to-come-by-the-result-of-undercounts-and-manipulation-179905
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/23/up-to-100-ukraine-troops-could-be-dying-donbas-each-day-zelenskiy
https://inews.co.uk/news/world/russia-death-toll-three-months-ukraine-war-similar-afghanistan-war-mod-1645187
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New UN figures revealed that 4,031 civilians 
have died since Russia first invaded Ukraine in 
February, including 261 children. The actual 
figures are likely to be considerably higher, as 
the receipt of information from some locations 
where intense hostilities have been going on 
has been delayed and many reports are still 
pending corroboration. For example, the 
bodies of more than 200 people were 
discovered this week in the rubble of a high-
rise apartment building in the Ukrainian port 
city of Mariupol. 

 
Total war and Orwell 
Russia’s foreign minister, Sergei Lavrov, 
accused western countries of waging a “total 
war” on Russia and its people and culture. 
Western allies are “cancelling Russia and 
everything connected” with it, including 
banning Russian writers, composers and other 
cultural figures, he said at a ministry meeting. 
Meanwhile, Russia deployed mobile 
propaganda vans with large-screen televisions 
to humanitarian aid points in the captured city 
of Mariupol. The Orwellian turn came as the 
Kremlin continued to push forward with efforts 
to integrate newly occupied territories across 
the south of Ukraine. As part of this integration 
effort, President Putin signed a decree 
simplifying the process of handing Russian 
citizenship to residents of Ukraine’s Russian-
occupied Kherson and Zaporizhzhia region. 
Ukraine’s foreign ministry said this practice 
was a violation of international law 
 

Reports based on Western intelligence suggest 
that Russian forces have established a 
systemized programme of forced removal of 
Ukrainians from eastern Ukraine. Ukrainian 
civilians are reportedly processed through 
multiple Russian “filtration camps” in eastern 
Ukraine before being forcibly transferred to 
Russia. While some civilians chose to enter the 
camps voluntarily to escape the war, others 
reported that they were detained by Russian 
forces against their will at check points and 
bomb shelters in Ukraine. Civilians are 
reportedly held in filtration camps for 
approximately three weeks—allegedly in 
inhumane conditions and subjected to 
interrogation and sometimes torture—before 
they are given new documentation and sent to  

Russia, sometimes thousands of miles from 
their homes. 

 
Ukrainian POWs to go on trial? 
Ukrainian soldiers captured by Russian forces 
after the three-month siege of the Azovstal 
steel plant in Mariupol are being held in 
“satisfactory” conditions, according to the unit 
commander’s wife, amid uncertainty over the 
fate of the prisoners. At least 1,000 Ukrainian 
fighters, including members of the Azov 
battalion, were transferred to Russian-held 
territory last week after the Azovstal steel 
plant was taken by Russian forces. However, 
the head of the separatist Donetsk region, 
Denis Pushilin, told  Russian state media that 
they are to be put on trial. with a growing focus 
on Russian war crimes in Ukraine (see below), 
some observers believe that Moscow may 
launch a military tribunal as a counter-process 
as more atrocities are revealed. 

 
And finally, at Davos…. 
In a keynote video address to the World 
Economic Forum in Davos, President Zelenskiy 
urged the west to intensify its economic 
sanctions against Russia as he said it needed to 
decide whether “brute force” should rule the 
world. Zelenskiy called for a full oil embargo, 
the severing of Russian banks from the global 
financial system, the complete isolation of the 
Russian IT sector and a ban on trade with 
Russia. In his address to the Forum, Ukraine’s 
Foreign Minister, Dmytro Kuleba, accused 
NATO of “doing literally nothing” in the face of 
Russia’s invasion of his country. Kuleba praised 
the EU for its “revolutionary” decisions to back 
Kyiv but said that NATO had been “completely 
sidelined” 
 

Meanwhile, the veteran philanthropist and 
former financier George Soros warned Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine threatened to be the 
“beginning of the third world war” that could 
spell the end of civilisation. He said that 
autocratic regimes were in the ascendancy and 
the global economy was heading for a 
depression. In another gloomy prognosis, 
Kristalina Georgieva, the head of the IMF 
warned that the war in Ukraine could cause a 
recession in weaker economies and predicted  

https://www.ohchr.org/en/news/2022/05/ukraine-civilian-casualty-update-27-may-2022
https://www.dw.com/en/ukraine-says-200-bodies-have-been-found-in-mariupol-basement-as-it-happened/a-61909793
https://tass.com/politics/1456773
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/26/russia-uses-orwellian-propaganda-news-vans-in-mariupol
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russia-offers-fast-track-citizenship-residents-occupied-ukraine-2022-05-25/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/25/kyiv-denounces-putins-plan-for-issuing-russian-passports-in-ukraine-as-illegal
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/05/26/politics/ukraine-filtration-camps-forcibly-remove-russia/index.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/24/ukrainian-soldiers-captured-at-azovstal-plant-in-satisfactory-conditions
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/20/russian-army-takes-control-of-mariupols-azovstal-steel-plant
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/donetsk-leader-says-western-representatives-be-invited-azovstal-fighters-trial-2022-05-24/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/28/kremlin-mulls-nuremberg-style-trials-based-on-second-world-war-tribunals
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/28/kremlin-mulls-nuremberg-style-trials-based-on-second-world-war-tribunals
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2022/may/23/zelenskiy-sanctions-russia-davos-speech-ukraine
https://euroweeklynews.com/2022/05/26/ukraine-accuses-nato-of-doing-literally-nothing-to-stop-russia/
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2022/may/24/ukraine-invasion-may-be-start-of-third-world-war-says-george-soros
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2022/may/23/war-in-ukraine-could-cause-recession-in-weaker-economies-imf-boss-warns


 4 

that 2022 would be a tough year . She also 
declined to rule out a global recession if 
conditions worsened markedly. 
 
 

Further reading:  
 

On outcomes and consequences of the 
war 
Adam Weinstein, US special forces in Kyiv: Much 
ado about nothing? Responsible Statecraft, 27 
May 2022 
 

Former NATO Commander Wesley Clark explains 
what Ukraine and the West need to do to beat 
Russia, RFE/RL, 27 May 2022 
 

Andrew Jarocki, Ukraine and the Pentagon’s 
potentially deadly garage sales, Responsible 
Statecraft, 27 May 2022 
 

Russian forces come closer to encircling Ukraine 
troops in east, Reuters, 26 May 2022 
 

Anatol Lieven and Ted Snider, Why any US push 
for regime change in Moscow is a bad idea, 
Responsible Statecraft, 25 May 2022 
 

NATO chief says Putin ‘made a big strategic 
mistake’ by invading Ukraine, The Hill, 24 May 
2022 
 

William Hartung, Arsenal of Autocracy? The 
Major Weapons Makers Cash in Worldwide, Not 
Just in Ukraine, TomDispatch, 24 May 2022 
 

Slavoj Žižek, We must stop letting Russia define 
the terms of the Ukraine crisis, The Guardian, 23 
May 2022 
 

Michael Klare, The Ukraine War’s Collateral 
Damage: The Health of an Overheating World Is 
at Stake, TomDispatch, 22 May 2022 
 

Kelley Beaucar Vlahos, Taking it up an escalatory 
notch: US mulls sending anti-ship missiles to 
Zelensky, Responsible Statecraft, 21 May 2022 
 
 

On investigations of war crimes in Ukraine 
and other legal processes 
Ukraine’s prosecutor general, Iryna 
Venediktova, said there were about 13,000 
cases of Russian alleged war crimes being 
investigated. Another 48 Russian soldiers were 
due to face war crimes trials, she said, and 
Ukrainian officials have a list of about 600 
suspects thought to have engaged in war  

crimes. Several trials are ongoing or pending. 
First, a court in Kyiv sentenced a Russian 
soldier to life in prison for the killing of a 
Ukrainian civilian, in the first verdict in a war 
crime trial.  Vadim Shishimarin, a 21-year-old 
sergeant, was found guilty of killing 62-year-
old Oleksandr Shelipov in the Sumy region 
during the first days of the invasion. 
Shishimarin reportedly plans to appeal the 
Ukrainian court’s decision. A spokesperson for 
the Kremlin reported that while Moscow 
cannot defend him “on the ground”, Russian 
officials will consider trying to help him 
“through other channels”.  
 

Second, two captured Russian soldiers pleaded 
guilty to shelling a town in eastern Ukraine, in 
the second war crimes trial since Russian 
troops invaded the country. Alexander Bobikin 
and Alexander Ivanov acknowledged being 
part of an artillery unit that fired at targets in 
the Kharkiv region from Russia’s Belgorod 
region. Third, two alleged Wagner Group 
fighters from Belarus have been accused of 
murdering civilians near Kyiv, making them the 
first international mercenaries to face war 
crimes charges in Ukraine. Ukrainian 
prosecutors have released the names and 
photographs of eight men wanted for alleged 
war crimes – including murder and torture – in 
the village of Motyzhyn. Several are believed to 
have fought in Syria. 
 

Fourth, Ukrainian prosecutors have also 
launched a war crimes investigation in 
Kharkiv’s Gorky Park which was hit by about 50 
shells in three months of war. “Hitting civilian 
targets, civilian infrastructure, trying to kill 
civilians and destroy cultural heritage, are 
considered war crimes. An error can happen 
once or twice, but there are 56 hits recorded. 
It’s not an accident. They were targeting the 
park,” Ukrainian prosecutor Roman Petrenko 
said. 
 

The USA, UK and EU have created a group to 
help assist Ukraine with war crimes 
investigations. The Atrocity Crimes Advisory 
Group is intended to aid Ukrainian authorities 
with investigating and prosecuting potential 
war crimes committed by the Russian military 
against Ukrainians. Members of the group— 

https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/05/27/us-special-forces-in-kyiv-much-ado-about-nothing/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/05/27/us-special-forces-in-kyiv-much-ado-about-nothing/
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-russia-war-wesley-clark-interview-weapons/31871969.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-russia-war-wesley-clark-interview-weapons/31871969.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-russia-war-wesley-clark-interview-weapons/31871969.html
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/05/27/ukraine-and-the-pentagons-potentially-deadly-garage-sales/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/05/27/ukraine-and-the-pentagons-potentially-deadly-garage-sales/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukraine-says-russia-shells-more-than-40-towns-donbas-push-2022-05-26/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukraine-says-russia-shells-more-than-40-towns-donbas-push-2022-05-26/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/05/25/why-any-us-push-for-regime-change-is-moscow-is-a-bad-idea/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/05/25/why-any-us-push-for-regime-change-is-moscow-is-a-bad-idea/
https://thehill.com/policy/international/3499545-nato-chief-says-putin-made-a-big-strategic-mistake-by-invading-ukraine/
https://thehill.com/policy/international/3499545-nato-chief-says-putin-made-a-big-strategic-mistake-by-invading-ukraine/
https://tomdispatch.com/arsenal-of-autocracy/?
https://tomdispatch.com/arsenal-of-autocracy/?
https://tomdispatch.com/arsenal-of-autocracy/?
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/may/23/we-must-stop-letting-russia-define-the-terms-of-the-ukraine-crisis
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/may/23/we-must-stop-letting-russia-define-the-terms-of-the-ukraine-crisis
https://tomdispatch.com/the-ukraine-wars-collateral-damage/
https://tomdispatch.com/the-ukraine-wars-collateral-damage/
https://tomdispatch.com/the-ukraine-wars-collateral-damage/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/05/21/taking-it-up-an-escalatory-notch-us-mulls-sending-anti-ship-missiles-to-zelensky/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/05/21/taking-it-up-an-escalatory-notch-us-mulls-sending-anti-ship-missiles-to-zelensky/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/05/21/taking-it-up-an-escalatory-notch-us-mulls-sending-anti-ship-missiles-to-zelensky/
https://www.france24.com/en/europe/20220523-live-ukraine-rejects-concessions-russia-continues-offensive-in-east-and-south
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/20/russian-soldier-will-accept-punishment-ukraine-war-crime-vadim-shysimarin
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/two-russian-soldiers-plead-guilty-new-war-crimes-trial-ukraine-2022-05-26/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/25/wagner-group-fighters-accused-murdering-civilians-ukraine-war-crimes-belarus
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20220524-in-kharkiv-s-gorky-park-a-war-crimes-investigation
https://it.usembassy.gov/joint-statement-from-the-eu-u-s-and-uk-on-the-establishment-of-the-atrocity-crimes-advisory-group-aca-for-ukraine/
https://it.usembassy.gov/joint-statement-from-the-eu-u-s-and-uk-on-the-establishment-of-the-atrocity-crimes-advisory-group-aca-for-ukraine/
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including war crimes prosecutors and forensic 
specialists—will work with Ukrainian 
authorities to collect and preserve evidence of 
atrocities committed, and also will draft 
indictments against Russian soldiers, among 
other tasks. 
 

An independent report into allegations of 
genocide in Ukraine, signed by more than 30 
leading legal scholars and genocide experts, 
accused the Russian state of violating several 
articles of the UN Genocide Convention, and 
warned there is a serious and imminent risk of 
genocide in Ukraine. The report backs the 
accusations with a long list of evidence 
including examples of mass killings of civilians, 
forced deportations and dehumanizing anti-
Ukrainian rhetoric used by top Russian 
officials. 
 

The World Health Organization mission in 
Ukraine said it has “verified 30 additional 
attacks on healthcare” in the country. It says: 
“As of 23 May, 248 attacks on health care have 
been verified in Ukraine. These attacks caused 
75 deaths and 59 injuries”. 
 

Andrew Roth, Kremlin mulls Nuremberg-style 
trials based on second world war tribunals, The 
Guardian, 28 May 2022 
 

Rayhan Asat, When Do We Call Russia’s Atrocities 
a Genocide? Lawfare, 25 May 2022 
 
 

On the risk of nuclear war 
Andrew J. Bacevich, Man of action Mitt Romney 
considers obliteration, Responsible Statecraft, 26 
May 2022 
 

Greg Thielmann, Is the Ukraine war exposing an 
opportunity for nuclear arms control? 
Responsible Statecraft, 26 May 2022 
 
 

On sanctions against Russia and post-war 
reconstruction in Ukraine 
The EU will likely agree an embargo on Russian 
oil imports “within days”, Germany’s economy 
minister said on 23 May. Despite the West 
introducing a barrage of unprecedented 
sanctions against Moscow, Russia expects to 
receive 1tn roubles ($14bn) in additional oil 
and gas revenues this year, the country’s  

finance minister announced, noting that the 
additional income will be spent on Russia’s 
ongoing invasion of Ukraine. At least six 
superyachts linked to UK-sanctioned Russian 
oligarchs have “gone dark” on ocean tracking 
systems, vanishing from the global maps used 
to locate marine traffic.  
 

The US Treasury Department began blocking 
Russian payments to American bondholders 
after the expiration of an exemption to 
sanctions put on Russia by the United States 
that allowed the country to keep paying its 
debts to foreign bondholders. Russia is now 
barred from making billions of dollars of debt 
and interest payments to bonds held by foreign 
investors. Economists suspect that the US 
Treasury’s new policy will lead to the default of 
Russia’s foreign debt for the first time in more 
than a century. Meanwhile, Starbucks is the 
latest company to announce that it is leaving 
the Russian market, bringing an end to nearly 
15 years of business there. The Seattle-based 
coffee company has 130 stores and nearly 
2,000 employees in Russia. 
 

Russia’s Foreign Ministry announced a ban on 
154 members of the UK parliament’s House of 
Lords on entering the country, in a tit-for-tat 
move for sanctions against Russian officials 
over Ukraine. It accused them of having “used 
their authority to whip up anti-Russian hysteria 
in the UK”. 
 

Pete Buttigieg calls for new Marshall plan to 
rebuild Ukraine, The Guardian, 24 May 2022 
 

Scott R. Anderson and Chimène Keitner, The 
Legal Challenges Presented by Seizing Frozen 
Russian Assets, Lawfare, 26 May 2022 
 
 

On international food security 
The Kremlin rejected claims that Russia has 
blocked grain exports from Ukraine, blaming 
the West for creating such a situation by 
imposing sanctions on Russia. The UK Foreign 
Minister Liz Truss accused Vladimir Putin of 
“weaponising” hunger through Russia’s 
blockade of Ukrainian grain exports. A senior 
Turkish official said Ankara was in “ongoing” 
talks with Russia and Ukraine to open a 
corridor via the Bosphorus. Earlier Russia’s  

https://newlinesinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/An-Independent-Legal-Analysis-of-the-Russian-Federations-Breaches-of-the-Genocide-Convention-in-Ukraine-and-the-Duty-to-Prevent-1-1.pdf
https://healthpolicy-watch.news/world-health-assembly-takes-aim-at-russian-aggression-in-ukraine-in-a-mostly-united-front/
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https://www.barrons.com/news/russia-expects-14-bn-in-additional-energy-revenue-this-year-minister-01653680407
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/28/revealed-russia-linked-superyachts-going-dark-to-avoid-tracking-systems
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/24/us/politics/russian-debt-treasury.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/23/business/starbucks-russia-exit.html
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Deputy Foreign Minister, Andrei Rudenko, said 
Moscow is ready to provide a humanitarian 
corridor for vessels carrying food to leave 
Ukraine, in return for the lifting of some 
sanctions. Ukraine’s Black Sea ports have been 
blocked since Russia invaded, with more than 
20 million tonnes of grain stuck in silos in the 
country. Ukrainian Foreign Minister, Dmytro 
Kuleba, accused Russia of trying to “blackmail 
the world”. 
 

New satellite images reportedly show Russian 
theft of Ukrainian grain. The pictures released 
by Maxar Technologies seemingly back up 
claims from President Zelenskiy that food had 
been gradually stolen from the country. In the 
photos, taken from 19 and 21 May, two bulk 
carrier ships with Russian flags can be seen 
loading grain from the grain silos they are 
docked by. 
 

Ivo Daalder, How to end Russia’s Black Sea 
blockade, Politico, 28 May 2022 
 
 

On developments within Ukraine 
President Zelenskiy extended Ukraine’s martial 
law for three months through to 23 August. 
Ukraine’s parliament also banned the symbols 
“Z” and “V”, used by Russia’s military to 
promote its war in Ukraine, but agreed to 
Zelenskiy’s call to allow their use for 
educational or historic purposes. 
 
 

On developments within Russia 
More than 100 Russian national guardsmen 
have been fired for refusing to fight in Ukraine 
in one of the clearest indication yet of dissent 
among some parts of Russia’s security forces 
over the invasion of Ukraine. The guardsmen 
were part of the Rosgvardia, a militarised force 
separate from the army, created in 2016 to 
fight terrorism and maintain public order. 
Since its inception, members of Rosgvardia, 
which is often referred to as Vladimir Putin’s 
“private army”, have mostly been involved in 
crackdowns on peaceful anti-government 
protests. Meanwhile, the Russian Parliament 
voted to approve a new law that would 
eliminate age limits for military contract 
soldiers. In addition, a veteran Russian  

diplomat in Geneva resigned over the invasion 
of Ukraine, in a rare political protest from 
within the Russian foreign policy 
establishment. Boris Bondarev, a counsellor at 
the Russian permanent mission to the UN in 
Geneva, wrote in a public statement: “Never 
have I been so ashamed of my country”.  
 

A Russian court rejected an appeal from 
opposition leader Alexei Navalny against a 
nine-year prison sentence he is serving for 
large-scale fraud and contempt of court, 
charges which he denies. Navalny lambasted 
President Vladimir Putin during court hearing, 
casting him as a madman who had started a 
“stupid war” in Ukraine based on lies. 
 
 

On developments within NATO 
Spain is sending a battery of surface-to-air 
missiles and around 100 troops to the NATO 
forward presence mission in Latvia, joining 
around 500 compatriots already present in the 
Baltic state, El País has reported. 
 

One of the most competitive relationships 
within NATO, with a long history and complex 
issues, is that of Turkey and Greece. This week 
relations soured further when Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said he no 
longer recognized Greek Prime Minister 
Kyriakos Mitsotakis. Erdogan told reporters, 
“There's no longer anyone called Mitsotakis in 
my book”, and refused to meet with the Greek 
prime minister at a planned summit. Erdogan 
said he refuses to recognize Mitsotakis 
because he allegedly attempted to block the 
sale of American-made F-16 fighter jets to 
Turkey while on a visit to the United States. 
 

Spain, UK say Russian influence in Africa 
threatens NATO security, Al Jazeera, 25 May 
2022 
 

Nato head warns over risks of close economic ties 
with Russia and China, The Guardian, 24 May 
2022 
 

NATO Secretary-General Tells World Leaders 
‘Freedom Must Come Before Trade’, World 
Economic Forum News Release, 24 May 2022 
 

NATO Secretary General at Davos: “freedom is 
more important than free trade”, NATO News 
Release, 24 May 2022 
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Ginta T. Palubinskas, NATO at 70 peace in a 
changing security environment, Æther: A Journal 
of Strategic Airpower & Spacepower, Vol. 1, No. 
2, Summer 2022 
 

Special address by NATO Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg at the World Economic Forum 
Annual Meeting, 24 May 2022  
 

David Vine, Washington already calling for 
thousands of new troops, permanent bases in 
Europe, Responsible Statecraft, 23 May 2022 
 

Henrik Larsen, NATO Must Get Resilience Right to 
Withstand Russia and China, Lawfare, 22 May 
2022 
 

Will Austria abandon neutrality to join NATO? 
Deutsche Welle, 21 May 2022 
 

UK and allies discuss arming Moldova with ‘Nato 
standard’ weapons, The Guardian, 20 May 2022 
 
 

On Finland and Sweden joining NATO 
 

Diplomats from Finland and Sweden travelled 
to Ankara this week to try to resolve Turkey’s 
opposition to their applications to join NATO. 
In a statement, Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan explained Turkey’s opposition to 
Finland and Sweden’s applications, citing 
Stockholm’s support of groups Turkey regards 
as terrorist organizations among other 
reasons. Finnish and Swedish representatives 
reportedly hoped that diplomatic efforts and 
conversations made on the trip could help to 
potentially sway Erdogan in support of their 
membership. However, Reuters reported that 
the talks made little headway overcoming 
Ankara's objections, and it is not yet clear 
when further discussions will take place. 
 

James M. Dorsey, Playing games in NATO, Turkey 
eyes its role in a new world order, Responsible 
Statecraft, 28 May 2022 
 

Luke Coffey, NATO Will Grow, and the Sooner the 
Better, Eurasia Review, 28 May 2022  
 

US: Turkey’s NATO issues with Sweden, Finland 
will be fixed, Associated Press, 27 May 2022 
 

Turkey's talks with Sweden, Finland made little 
progress on NATO concerns, sources close to 
talks say, Reuters, 27 May 2022 

Vazha Tavberidze, The View From Finland: 'The 
Russian Garrisons Have Been Emptied. They 
Don't Have Anything', RFE/RL, 26 May 2022 
 

Turkey demands ‘concrete steps’ to back 
Nordics’ NATO bids, Associated Press, 25 May 
2022 
 

NATO bid reignites Sweden’s dispute with Turkey 
over Kurds, Politico, 24 May 2022 
 

Henri Vanhanen, Finland and NATO: When Push 
Came to Shove, RUSI Commentary, 24 May 2022 
 

Cengiz Candar, Turkey's NATO obstinance 
threatens more than Nordic membership, Al-
Monitor, 24 May 2022 
 

Tom Stevenson, High North, London Review of 
Books, 24 May 2022 
 

Michael O’hanlon and Lauri Tähtinen, Yes to 
Finland and Sweden in NATO, The Hill, 23 May 
2022 
 

Diana Ohlbaum, Time for a strategic pause on 
NATO expansion, The Hill, 21 May 2022 
 

Erdogan sets conditions for Sweden, Finland 
NATO bids, Deutsche Welle, 21 May 2022 
 

US frustrated over ‘problematic’ NATO ally 
Turkey, The Hill, 21 May 2022 
 
 

 

Should Finland and Sweden hold a referendum 
on NATO membership? NATO Watch Briefing no. 
93, 6 May 2022 
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