
 1 

News Brief Update 15 
22 May 2022 

 

Contact: Dr. Ian Davis  
Email: idavis@natowatch.org 

www.natowatch.org 

 
 

Russia’s war with Ukraine 
 

 
This week the New York Times reported the 
collapse of talks to end the war in Ukraine, with 
Russian and Ukrainian negotiators reportedly 
further apart from an agreement than at any 
other point during the war. Russia claimed that 
Ukraine had still not responded to a draft 
peace agreement it submitted on 15 April. 
However, Mykhailo Podolyak, Ukraine’s senior 
presidential adviser and a member of the 
negotiating team, said a ceasefire with Russia 
was “impossible without total Russian troops 
withdrawal”. Podolyak said Kyiv was not 
interested in a new ‘Minsk’, referring to the 
2015 Minsk agreement, brokered by France 
and Germany, which attempted to secure a 
ceasefire between the Ukrainian Government 
and Russia-backed separatists in the east of 
Ukraine.  
 

Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskiy 
suggested that the war can only be resolved 
through diplomacy, despite the current 
suspension of negotiations. He said that 
“discussions between Ukraine and Russia will 
undoubtedly take place … under what format I 
don’t know … but the war will be bloody, there 
will be fighting and [it] will only definitively end 
through diplomacy”. He added: “We want 
everything back. And the Russian Federation 
doesn’t want to return anything. That’s why 
the ending will be at the negotiating table”. 
However, Podolyak ruled out a ceasefire or 
concessions to Moscow that involved ceding 
territory. In a video posted to Twitter on 21 
May he said “Any concession to Russia is not a 
path to peace, but a war postponed for several 
years. Ukraine trades neither its sovereignty, 
nor territories and Ukrainians living on them”.  

Thus, both Russia and Ukraine are currently 
fixated on gaining military and territorial 
victories. Russian President Vladimir Putin 
appears determined to push forward in the 
Donbas region where heavy fighting continues, 
despite ongoing resilient Ukrainian defence. 
Russian forces reportedly made slight 
advances in the northern part of Donbas, 
concentrating on Severodonetsk and 
Lysychansk – the two largest towns in Luhansk 
region under Ukrainian control. In his address 
on 19 May, President Zelenskiy said Russian 
forces had "completely destroyed" the Donbas 
region and accused Moscow of carrying out 
senseless bombardments as it intensified its 
offensive. Ukraine has been retaking territory 
in its north-east, driving the Russians away 
from the second-largest Ukrainian city of 
Kharkiv.  
 

Western military sources said that Vladimir 
Putin is personally involved in the war in 
Ukraine “at the level of a colonel or brigadier” 
and is reportedly helping determine the 
movement of forces in the Donbas. Political 
leaders are normally expected to set the 
political strategy for military action rather than 
focusing on day-to-day activity. In addition, the 
UK’s ministry of defence claimed that Russia’s 
Lieutenant General Serhiy Kisel has been 
suspended for failing to capture Kharkiv and 
Vice Admiral Igor Osipov has been suspended 
from commanding the Black Sea Fleet. 
 

Meanwhile, in the city of Mariupol, Russia took 
control of the Azovstal steel plant, the 
country’s defence ministry said on 20 May. 
According to the commander of Ukraine’s Azov 
regiment, Denys Prokopenko, civilians and  

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/17/world/europe/ukraine-russia-peace-talks.html
https://english.nv.ua/nation/ukraine-won-t-accept-ceasefire-until-complete-withdrawal-of-russian-troops-ukraine-invasion-50243526.html
https://www.president.gov.ua/en/news/peremogi-mozhna-dosyagti-lishe-v-boyu-oformlennya-kincya-vij-75225
https://twitter.com/Podolyak_M/status/1527975856542470144
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https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukraines-azov-regiment-says-civilians-heavily-wounded-evacuated-mariupol-plant-2022-05-20/
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heavily wounded Ukrainian fighters were 
evacuated from the plant. The Kremlin’s 
spokesperson, Dmitry Peskov, said the 
Ukrainian combatants would be treated in line 
with international norms for prisoners of war, 
although several senior Russian politicians 
demanded this week that they be put on trial 
and one called for their execution. The Russian 
military said that over 2,400 Ukrainian fighters 
surrendered in total. Although the 
International Committee of the Red Cross said 
it had started registering the Ukrainian 
prisoners of war from the plant, they face an 
uncertain fate.  
 

Military and economic assistance to 
Ukraine 
Ukraine has been bolstered by fresh supplies of 
weapons from the United States and NATO 
allies. The US Senate approved an additional 
$40 billion in military and economic aid to 
Ukraine (for a full list of how Members of 
Congress voted, see here)—at the same time 
the US authorised another $100m worth of 
weapons and equipment from Pentagon stocks 
to be shipped to Ukraine. A senior US Defense 
Department official was appointed to oversee 
the logistics of the extensive, multifaceted US 
effort to deliver military equipment to Ukraine. 
This appoitment came as the latest report from 
the Special Inspector General for Afghanistan 
Reconstruction (SIGAR) pinpointed, among 
other things, "a lack of accountability and 
oversight" by the USA, NATO and the Afghan 
Government in the allocation of nearly $90 
billion in security sector assistance to the 
Afghan National Defence and Security Forces 
between 2002 and the collapse of those 
security forces in August 2021. France’s 
President, Emmanuel Macron also promised 
that French arms deliveries to Kyiv would 
intensify in the coming days. 
 

Moody’s, the bond credit rating business, cut 
Ukraine’s debt rating on 20 May for the second 
time in three months and lowered the outlook 
to negative due to the growing risk the Russian 
invasion will affect the nation’s debt 
sustainability. The US $40bn aid package for 
Ukraine, adds to other aid packages and loans 
from the European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development (EBRD), the European  

Investment Bank (EIB), Council of Europe 
Development Bank (CEB), International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank. 
Zelenskiy said his government needs $7bn a 
month to keep its economy afloat, while 
Moody’s estimates Ukraine faces financing 
needs of around $50bn this year. The G7 
industrialised nations pledged $19.8bn to 
bolster Ukraine’s public finances, with $9.5bn 
of the total mobilised at meetings of the G7 
finance ministers in Koenigswinter, Germany, 
this week. In addition, the European 
Commission proposed an extra €9bn in EU 
loans to Ukraine to keep the country running 
as well as a €210bn plan for Europe to end its 
reliance on Russian fossil fuels by 2027. 
 

Humanitarian and global impact of the 
war 
More than 14 million people are thought to 
have fled their homes since Russia's invasion of 
Ukraine:  about six million left for neighbouring 
countries, while eight million people are 
displaced inside the country. The UN says that 
as of 17 May, 1.8 million Ukrainians have 
returned to Ukraine. Ukraine's border force 
says people are crossing back into the country 
at a rate of about 30,000 a day. In addition, UN 
Secretary General António Guterres warned 
that the food shortages stoked by the war 
could cause “malnutrition, mass hunger and 
famine, in a crisis that could last for years” 
across the world. 

 
 

Further reading:  
 

On outcomes and consequences of the 
war 
How many Ukrainians have fled their homes and 
where have they gone? BBC News, 20 May 2021 
 

Philip H J Davies and Toby Steward, No War for 
Old Spies: Putin, the Kremlin and Intelligence, 
RUSI Commentary, 20 May 2022 
 

Vasilisa Stepanenko and Lori Hinnant, Captive 
medic’s bodycam shows firsthand horror of 
Mariupol, Associated Press, 19 May 2022 
 

Zelenskiy compares Russian laser threat to 
nonexistent Nazi ‘wonder weapon’, The 
Guardian, 19 May 2022 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/17/fate-hundreds-ukrainian-soldiers-unclear-azovstal-resistance-ends
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/20/russian-army-takes-control-of-mariupols-azovstal-steel-plant
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/ukraine-icrc-registers-hundreds-prisoners-war-azovstal-plant
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/may/19/us-senate-approves-ukraine-package-biden
https://www.theepochtimes.com/full-list-how-members-of-congress-voted-on-40-billion-for-ukraine_4477278.html
https://www.defensenews.com/congress/2022/05/18/senate-confirms-defense-official-tasked-with-overseeing-ukraine-aid-logistics/
https://s3.documentcloud.org/documents/22019676/sigar-22-22-ip.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/macron-tells-zelenskiy-french-arms-deliveries-ukraine-will-intensify-2022-05-17/
https://www.barrons.com/news/moody-s-cuts-ukraine-debt-rating-outlook-negative-01653080407?tesla=y
https://www.barrons.com/news/moody-s-cuts-ukraine-debt-rating-outlook-negative-01653080407?tesla=y
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2022/03/17/pr2280-joint-statement-heads-ifis-programs-ukraine-neighboring-countries#:~:text=The%20IMF%20disbursed%20emergency%20assistance,economic%20impact%20of%20the%20war.
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2022/5/20/g7-countries-to-provide-19-8bn-in-economic-aid-to-ukraine
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_3131
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-60555472
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine/location?secret=unhcrrestricted
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine/location?secret=unhcrrestricted
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/19/ukraine-war-has-stoked-global-food-crisis-that-could-last-years-says-un
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-60555472
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-60555472
https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/no-war-old-spies-putin-kremlin-and-intelligence
https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/no-war-old-spies-putin-kremlin-and-intelligence
https://apnews.com/article/mariupol-medic-body-camera-036cf9f28180e9525760d68bddbe4ee4
https://apnews.com/article/mariupol-medic-body-camera-036cf9f28180e9525760d68bddbe4ee4
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https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/19/zelenskiy-compares-russian-laser-threat-to-nazi-wonder-weapon
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/19/zelenskiy-compares-russian-laser-threat-to-nazi-wonder-weapon


 3 

Paul Rogers and Mark Curtis, Does the Ukraine 
war mean Britain should increase military 
spending? Declassified UK, 18 May 2022 
 

Jeffrey Michaels, Ukraine: The Daily Intelligence 
Event, RUSI Commentary, 18 May 2022 
 

 

There are no clear answers for Ukraine’s 
security status following the current conflict. 
This briefing discusses potentially viable 
options of neutrality as part of a bespoke 
package providing necessary guarantees of 
Ukraine’s sovereignty and security. 
 

Martin Smith, Key challenges in settling the 
Ukraine conflict: Security status, neutrality and 
security guarantees, NATO Watch Briefing 
No.94, 17 May 2022 
 

 

Nan Levinson, An Antiwar Dilemma, 
TomDispatch, 17 May 2022 
 

Edward Hunter Christie, Military Assistance to 
Ukraine: Rediscovering the Virtue of Courage, 
RUSI Commentary, 17 May 2022 
 

Marcus Stanley, If it’s ‘our war,’ then we have a 
role to play in the peace, Responsible Statecraft, 
16 May 2022 
 

Monica Duffy Toft, What the United States needs 
to own in Russia’s war on Ukraine, Responsible 
Statecraft, 16 May 2022 
 

 

“…we need to start preparing for the war to 
end and what should happen next. The 
direction policy is going now risks creating an 
end-game that will only increase insecurity in 
Europe.” 
 

Gordon Adams, We don’t write the rules 
anymore, and when we try, we make things 
worse, Responsible Statecraft, 14 May 2022 
 

 

Emma Butcher, War of Narratives: Russia and 
Ukraine, RUSI Commentary, 16 May 2022 
 

Jane Kinninmont, The Doha Forum: Debating 
double standards and the war in Ukraine, ELN 
Commentary, 12 May 2022 

 
On investigations of war crimes in Ukraine 
and other legal processes 
In Ukraine’s first war crimes trial since the start 
of Russia’s invasion, a 21-year old Russian tank 
commander, Vadim Shishimarin, confessed to  

shooting and killing an unarmed 62-year-old 
man in the Ukrainian town of Chupakhivka on 
28 February, and asked for forgiveness for the 
killing. The trial will likely continue over the 
next few days as Ukraine’s prosecutors and 
Shishimarin’s attorneys argue whether or not 
the shooting can be classified as a war crime. If 
Shishimarin is found guilty, he faces a potential 
sentence of life in prison. Ukraine has also 
brought war crimes charges against two other 
Russian soldiers. Prosecutors allege that the 
two soldiers worked together to target 
Ukrainian civilians in the Kharkiv region using a 
truck-mounted rocket launcher. One 
defendant allegedly drove the truck while the 
other operated the rocket launcher to fire at 
civilians. 
 

Russian forces occupying parts of north-
eastern Ukraine early in the war subjected 
civilians to summary executions, torture, and 
other grave abuses that are apparent war 
crimes, Human Rights Watch said. HRW 
documented 22 apparent summary 
executions, nine other unlawful killings, six 
possible enforced disappearances and seven 
cases of torture across 17 villages and small 
towns in the Kyiv and Chernihiv regions. 
 

Myroslav Laiuk, Never Again, Again, and Again, 
Lawfare, 18 May 2022 

 
On the growing risk of nuclear war 
Malcolm Chalmers, This War Still Presents 
Nuclear Risks – Especially in Relation to Crimea, 
RUSI Commentary, 20 May 2022 
 

Jeffrey Edmonds, Potential US responses to the 
Russian use of non-strategic nuclear weapons in 
Ukraine, Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 16 May 
2022 

 
On sanctions against Russia and post-war 
reconstruction in Ukraine 
Hungary was accused of “holding the EU 
hostage” over its refusal to agree an oil 
embargo against Russia, as the bloc struggles 
to reach consensus on its latest sanctions 
aimed at eroding the Kremlin’s ability to wage 
war. Russia’s Aeroflot, Ural Airlines and Rossiya 
Airlines have been targeted with new sanctions 
to prevent them selling off landing slots at UK 
airports. The former German chancellor  

https://declassifieduk.org/does-the-ukraine-war-mean-britain-should-increase-military-spending/
https://declassifieduk.org/does-the-ukraine-war-mean-britain-should-increase-military-spending/
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https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/ukraine-daily-intelligence-event
https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/ukraine-daily-intelligence-event
https://natowatch.org/sites/default/files/2022-05/nato_watch_briefing_94_-_ukraine.pdf
https://natowatch.org/sites/default/files/2022-05/nato_watch_briefing_94_-_ukraine.pdf
https://natowatch.org/sites/default/files/2022-05/nato_watch_briefing_94_-_ukraine.pdf
https://tomdispatch.com/ukraine/
https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/military-assistance-ukraine-rediscovering-virtue-courage
https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/military-assistance-ukraine-rediscovering-virtue-courage
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/05/16/if-its-our-war-then-we-have-a-role-to-play-in-the-peace/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/05/16/if-its-our-war-then-we-have-a-role-to-play-in-the-peace/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/05/16/what-the-united-states-owns-in-russias-war-on-ukraine/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/05/16/what-the-united-states-owns-in-russias-war-on-ukraine/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/05/14/lessons-from-the-1990s-must-inform-post-ukraine-war-us-policy/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/05/14/lessons-from-the-1990s-must-inform-post-ukraine-war-us-policy/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/05/14/lessons-from-the-1990s-must-inform-post-ukraine-war-us-policy/
https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/war-narratives-russia-and-ukraine
https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/war-narratives-russia-and-ukraine
https://www.europeanleadershipnetwork.org/commentary/the-doha-forum-debating-double-standards-and-the-war-in-ukraine/
https://www.europeanleadershipnetwork.org/commentary/the-doha-forum-debating-double-standards-and-the-war-in-ukraine/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/20/russian-soldier-will-accept-punishment-ukraine-war-crime-vadim-shysimarin
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/19/vadim-shishimarin-russian-soldier-asks-ukrainian-widow-to-forgive-him-during-first-war-crimes-trial
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/05/18/ukraine-executions-torture-during-russian-occupation
https://www.lawfareblog.com/never-again-again-and-again
https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/war-still-presents-nuclear-risks-especially-relation-crimea
https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/war-still-presents-nuclear-risks-especially-relation-crimea
https://thebulletin.org/2022/05/potential-us-responses-to-the-russian-use-of-non-strategic-nuclear-weapons-in-ukraine/
https://thebulletin.org/2022/05/potential-us-responses-to-the-russian-use-of-non-strategic-nuclear-weapons-in-ukraine/
https://thebulletin.org/2022/05/potential-us-responses-to-the-russian-use-of-non-strategic-nuclear-weapons-in-ukraine/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/16/hungary-sanctions-russian-oil-embargo-eu
https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/uk-sanctions-russian-airlines-prevent-them-selling-landing-slots-2022-05-19/
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Gerhard Schröder will lose some of his post-
office privileges after failing to cut his links with 
Russian energy companies over the Ukraine 
war, the Bundestag’s budgetary committee 
decided. Schröder – chancellor from 1998 to 
2005 – will be stripped of his office and staff, 
which cost about €419,000 ($443,000) in 
taxpayers’ money in 2021.  
 

American fast-food giant McDonald’s reached 
a deal to sell all its restaurants in Russia to one 
of its licensees in the country, the businessman 
Alexander Govor, who will operate them under 
a new name. Other multinationals to have 
pulled out of Russia since February include 
H&M, Starbucks and Ikea. Meanwhile, the 
Moscow city government is to take over a 
factory belonging to the French carmaker 
Renault and use it to revive the Soviet-era 
Moskvitch in Russia’s first major 
nationalisation of a foreign company during its 
war in Ukraine. 
 

Russia expelled a total of 85 diplomatic staff 
from France (34 embassy staff), Spain (27) and 
Italy (24) in response to similar moves by those 
countries, its foreign ministry said. Russia also 
banned 963 Americans, including President Joe 
Biden, from entering the country. 
 

Ukrainian President Zelenskiy proposed a 
formal deal with the country’s allies to secure 
Russian compensation for damage its forces 
have caused during the war. Zelenskiy, who 
says Russia is trying to destroy as much of 
Ukraine’s infrastructure as it can, said such a 
deal would show nations planning aggressive 
acts that they would have to pay for their 
actions. “We invite partner countries to sign a 
multilateral agreement and create a 
mechanism ensuring that everybody who 
suffered from Russian actions can receive 
compensation for all losses incurred” he said in 
a video address on 20 May. 

 
On international food security 
US secretary of state Antony Blinken accused 
Russia of using “food as a weapon” by 
blockading Ukraine’s Black Sea ports. But 
Dmitry Medvedev, Russia’s former president 
and now senior security official, said the west 
should not expect Russia to continue food  

supplies in the face of Western sanctions over 
Ukraine. “Things don’t work like that, we’re not 
idiots”, he said. Meanwhile, the World Bank 
will make $30bn available to help stem the 
food security crisis. The total will include $12bn 
in new projects and over $18bn funds from 
existing food and nutrition-related projects 
that have been approved but have not yet 
been disbursed, the bank said. 

 
On developments within Ukraine 
President Zelenskiy said he had signed a decree 
to extend martial law in Ukraine by 90 days in 
order to allow further time to expel invasion 
forces. The decree needs to be approved by 
the Ukrainian parliament. 
 

The US embassy in Kyiv resumed operations, 
the US secretary of state, Antony Blinken, said 
after nearly three months of closure. A small 
number of diplomats will return initially to staff 
the embassy, according to a spokesperson. 
 

A court in Kyiv formally approved the Ukrainian 
prosecutor general’s request to arrest former 
Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych. 
According to Ukrainian investigators, 
Yanukovych worked with government 
employees to smuggle at least 20 people 
across the border into Russia in three Russian 
military helicopters in 2014. Ukrainian officials 
ousted the former Ukrainian president in 2014 
for “gross human rights violations and 
dereliction of duty.” After he was voted out of 
office, Yanukovych fled to Russia, where he is 
suspected to be living currently. 

 
On developments within Russia 
Senior Russian officials have proposed a new 
law that would eliminate age limits for military 
contract soldiers, in another sign the country is 
facing a shortage of infantry to continue its 
offensive in Ukraine. Currently, Russians aged 
18-40 and foreigners aged 18-30 can enter into 
a first contract with the army. 

 
On developments within NATO 
NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg 
addressed the NATO Defence Chiefs on 19 
May, at the start of the one-day Military 
Committee in Chiefs of Defence session. He  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/19/gerhard-schroder-to-be-stripped-of-office-for-not-cutting-ties-with-russia
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2022/may/19/govor-agrees-to-buy-all-mcdonalds-in-russia-and-rebrand-them
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/16/russia-renault-moscow-factory-revive-soviet-era-moskvitch-car
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/18/russia-expels-dozens-of-european-diplomats-in-tit-for-tat-move
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-list-banned-americans/31861558.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-ukraine-crisis-zelenskiy-compensation-idUKKCN2N6238
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/20/us-accuses-russia-of-weaponising-food-in-ukraine-crisis-and-holding-global-supplies-hostage
https://www.moneyweb.co.za/news/international/world-bank-to-offer-30bn-as-ukraine-war-threatens-food-security/
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/zelensky-proposes-to-rada-to-extend-martial-law-period-of-general-mobilization-in-ukraine-for-90-days.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/18/us-embassy-in-kyiv-re-opens-after-nearly-three-months-of-war
https://www.gp.gov.ua/ua/posts/nezakonne-perepravlennya-cerez-derzkordon-sud-nadav-dozvil-na-arest-eksprezidenta-ukrayini
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/20/russia-may-scrap-age-limits-for-soldiers-to-bolster-ukraine-invasion-force
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_195527.htm
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outlined the changed security environment 
due to Russia’s war in Ukraine, describing it as 
“crucial and dangerous time for Euro-Atlantic 
security”, adding “It is important that we 
sustain our efforts and ‘reset’ our posture for 
the longer term”. The Secretary General also 
thanked the Defence Chiefs for their input to 
NATO’s next Strategic Concept, which will be 
adopted by alliance leaders at the Madrid 
Summit in June.  
 

NATO Secretary General to Allied Defence Chiefs: 
‘Reset’ our posture to reflect new reality in 
Europe, NATO News, 19 May 2022 
 

Brigitte Hugh and Erin Sikorsky, Moving towards 
security: preparing NATO for climate-related 
migration, NATO Review, 19 May 2022 
 

Jackson Janes, Ukraine Will Be Decisive for the 
Western Alliance, GMF Insights, 16 May 2022 

 
On cyber and space security 
First meeting of NATO national cyber 
coordinators, NATO News, 18 May 2022 
 

Deputy Secretary General opens first 
International Conference on Cyber Diplomacy, 
Building Global Digitalization, NATO News, 17 
May 2022 
 

Michael Klipstein and Tinatin Japaridze, 
Collective cyber defence and attack: NATO’s 
Article 5 after the Ukraine conflict, ELN 
Commentary, 16 May 2022 
 

Eytan Tepper, The First Space-Cyber War and the 
Need for New Regimes and Policies, CIGI Policy 
Brief No. 173, May 2022 
 

Justin Ling, NATO Should Elevate Its Cyber Game, 
and Quickly, CIGI Commentary, 13 May 2022 

 
On Finland and Sweden joining NATO 
On 18 May 2022, Finland and Sweden 
simultaneously handed in their official letters 
of application to join NATO, in a move driven 
by security concerns over Russia’s war in 
Ukraine. NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg reported that the applications of 
NATO’s “close partners'' were “warmly 
welcome[d]” by the military alliance. Finland 
and Sweden’s applications must now be 
ratified by the alliance’s 30 member states. 
President Biden has already officially endorsed 
the bids, and so far, only Turkey has indicated 
opposition. Russia suspended gas supplies to 
Finland on 21 May, and Russia’s defence chief 
said 12 military units and divisions in the 
western region will be launched in response to 

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_195527.htm
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