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Russia’s war with Ukraine 
 

The illegal and unprovoked invasion of Ukraine 
continued into its 11th week with heavy 
fighting in eastern and southern Ukraine, as 
well as missile strikes on Ukrainian cities in 
other parts of the country. On the 5 May, for 
example, Russia said its artillery struck multiple 
Ukrainian positions and strongholds overnight, 
killing 600 fighters. The defence ministry also 
said its missiles destroyed aviation equipment 
at the Kanatovo airfield in Ukraine’s central 
Kirovohrad region, and a large ammunition 
depot in the southern city of Mykolayiv. 
Russian troops were also attempting to 
encircle and storm Severodonetsk, the 
easternmost city in Ukraine held by Kyiv, a local 
official said. Further missile strikes were 
carried out against the southern Ukrainian port 
city of Odesa, while the Ukrainian Government 
said it destroyed another Russian ship.  
 

Mariupol 
Heavy fighting continued at the Azovstal steel 
plant in Mariupol and at the beginning of the 
week efforts to evacuate more civilians ran 
into further delays with hundreds of people 
reported trapped in the plant. Russian forces 
reportedly infiltrated the grounds of the facility 
to attack Ukrainian forces, which were fighting 
“difficult bloody battles” against Russian 
troops. Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy confirmed in his national address on 
5 May that another 344 people were rescued 
from the besieged city in a second evacuation 
operation, while Russia announced a ceasefire 
for three days to allow more civilian 
evacuations from the plant, although Ukraine 
claimed Russia resumed its offensive on 
Mariupol. Three evacuation buses carrying 25 
civilians including children left the plant on 6 
May, according to Russian media reports, and  

took the evacuees to a camp in the Russian-
controlled town of Bezimenne. On 7 May it was 
reported that all women, children and elderly 
people had been evacuated from the besieged 
steel plant. 
 

Russia to annex more Ukrainian territory? 
US intelligence officials claimed that Russia is 
planning to annex the eastern Ukrainian 
regions of Donetsk and Luhansk, and also the 
city of Kherson in the country’s south. To 
successfully annex the regions, Russian forces 
are reportedly planning to stage fake 
referendums in the territories to falsely 
express support from citizens to leave Ukraine 
and join Russia. After the fraudulent 
referendums, the Kremlin would then institute 
pro-Moscow leaders to govern the newly 
acquired territory. Meanwhile, the UK ministry 
of defence said the conflict is taking a “heavy 
toll” on some of Russia’s most capable units, in 
its latest intelligence report. “It will take 
considerable time and expense for Russia to 
reconstitute its armed forces following this 
conflict”, the report said. 
 

Human and economic costs of the war 
The UN human rights office (OHCHR) said that 
the death toll of civilians killed in Ukraine since 
the start of the Russian invasion has exceeded 
3,300 people. The actual figures are likely to be 
considerably higher, as the receipt of 
information from some locations where 
intense hostilities have been going on has been 
delayed and many reports are still pending 
corroboration. The economic costs are also 
growing. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is 
inflicting damage to the country’s 
infrastructure at a cost of $4.5bn (£3.6bn) a 
week, according to estimates compiled by the  

https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russia-killed-over-600-ukrainian-fighters-artillery-strikes-defence-ministry-2022-05-05/
https://www.thedefensepost.com/2022/05/06/russian-troops-east-ukraine-city/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/07/odesa-missiles-ukraine-sunk-russian-ship-drone-claims
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-61327638
https://www.president.gov.ua/en/news/pamyatati-peremogu-nad-nacizmom-oznachaye-realno-ne-dopuskat-74785
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20220505-russian-ceasefire-to-begin-at-besieged-mariupol-steel-plant
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/bus-with-12-civilians-leaves-besieged-azovstal-plant-mariupol-ria-2022-05-06/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/all-women-children-elderly-evacuated-azovstal-ukraines-deputy-pm-2022-05-07/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/3/us-says-it-has-intelligence-russia-will-annex-two-ukraine-regions
https://twitter.com/defencehq
https://www.ohchr.org/en/news/2022/05/ukraine-civilian-casualty-update-6-may-2022
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/03/russias-war-in-ukraine-causing-36bn-of-building-damage-a-week


 2 

Kyiv School of Economics. The damage has 
reached $92bn since the invasion began in 
February. 
 

Western military support to Ukraine 
Pledges of further military support and aid to 
Ukraine continued to roll in. The latest US 
military aid package is worth $150m, secretary 
of state Antony Blinken confirmed. It includes 
25,000 155mm artillery rounds, as well as 
counter-artillery radars, jamming equipment, 
field equipment and spare parts. It brings 
Washington’s military assistance to Kyiv since 
the Russian invasion began to around $3.8bn, 
Blinken said. The UK pledged to provide 
another £1.3 billion ($1.60bn) in military 
support and aid, almost doubling the UK’s 
previous spending commitments to Ukraine. 
£45m of UK funding will be used to help the 
most vulnerable in Ukraine and at its borders, 
the government said. The money will go to UN 
agencies and charities delivering aid and 
supporting survivors of sexual violence. 
Germany will send seven self-propelled 
howitzers to Ukraine, on top of five artillery 
systems the Dutch government has already 
pledged, the German defence minister, 
Christine Lambrecht, said. The PzH 2000 is one 
of the most powerful artillery weapons in the 
Bundeswehr inventories and can hit targets at 
a distance of 40km (25 miles). 
 

Two stories surfaced in the US press, citing 
unnamed officials as saying that US intelligence 
was instrumental in the targeting of Russian 
generals on the battlefield and in the sinking of 
the Moskva flagship cruiser on the Black Sea in 
mid-April. In the former case, it was reported 
that the US provided intelligence about 
anticipated Russian troop movements on the 
battlefield and about the location of the 
Russian military’s mobile headquarters to 
Ukraine forces that helped them to target and 
kill Russian generals. The Ukrainian military 
used this information in conjunction with their 
own intelligence—such as intercepted 
communications between Russian officers—to 
carry out artillery strikes and other attacks that 
killed Russian officers. Ukrainian military 
officials report that they have killed 
approximately 12 Russian generals on the front 
lines. In the case of the sinking of the Moskva,  

the Pentagon subsequently denied providing 
“specific targeting information” to Ukrainian 
forces. 
 

Potential conflict spillover  
The Belarusian military began large-scale 
military “quick-response” drills near the 
northern border of Ukraine on 4 May. 
Belarusian defence officials reported that the 
drills were intended to test the military’s 
preparedness for “possible crises” and address 
security threats from the air and ground. While 
Belarus’s Defence Ministry claimed that the 
training would “not pose any threat 
to…neighboring countries” Ukrainian security 
officials are concerned that the Belarusian 
military may be planning to assist Russia with 
its invasion. 
 

Diplomacy 
On the diplomatic front, the UN Security 
Council issued its first statement on the war in 
Ukraine, but withheld from using the words 
“war”, “conflict” or “invasion”. The statement 
instead “expresses deep concern regarding the 
maintenance of peace and security of Ukraine” 
and voiced “strong support” for Secretary 
General Antonio Guterres in seeking a peaceful 
solution to the “dispute”. The Group of Seven 
(G7) leaders will hold a video call on 8 May with 
Ukrainian president Volodymyr Zelenskiy in a 
show of unity the day before Russia marks its 
Victory Day holiday, the White House said. 
Pope Francis said he requested a meeting Putin 
over Ukraine and compared the scale of the 
bloodshed to Rwanda’s genocide. Questioning 
the conflict’s causes, the pope spoke of an 
“anger” in the Kremlin which could have been 
“facilitated” by “the barking of NATO at 
Russia’s door”. 
 

President Volodymyr Zelensky continued with 
his series of highly tailored messages to the 
capitals of the Western world aimed at 
mustering further international support. In his 
national address on 6 May he said the besieged 
southern port city of Mariupol is “an example 
of torture and starvation used as a weapon of 
war”. During a separate speech at Chatham 
House, the international affairs think tank, he 
said “Russia is blackmailing Europe through 
threats” and accused Russia of “outright  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/07/ukraine-us-announces-150m-military-aid-package-as-dozens-evacuated-from-mariupol
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/uk-provide-13-billion-pounds-further-military-support-ukraine-2022-05-07/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-provides-further-humanitarian-aid-focused-on-most-vulnerable-in-ukraine
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/germany-send-seven-self-propelled-howitzers-ukraine-2022-05-06/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/04/us/politics/russia-generals-killed-ukraine.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/6/us-pentagon-denies-helping-ukraine-sink-russian-ship-moskva
https://www.stripes.com/theaters/europe/2022-05-04/belarus-military-quick-response-drills-5894179.html
https://www.un.org/press/en/2022/sc14884.doc.htm
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/g7-leaders-ukraines-zelenskiy-hold-talks-sunday-white-house-2022-05-06/
https://www.thedailybeast.com/pope-francis-says-nato-started-war-in-ukraine-by-barking-at-putins-door
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-60855280
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-60855280
https://www.president.gov.ua/en/news/ukrayina-zahishayetsya-vid-napadu-tiraniyi-i-cya-borotba-za-74865
https://www.chathamhouse.org/events/all/members-event/war-ukraine-volodymyr-zelenskyy
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nuclear blackmail”. On peace talks, Zelenskiy 
said he was “elected as president of Ukraine 
and not a mini-Ukraine”, and that Russia must 
first fall back to the territory it held before its 
invasion if talks are to succeed. Addressing the 
people of Denmark on 4 May, and the 77th 
anniversary of their liberation from Nazi 
occupation, he said: “I do believe our day of 
liberation is coming close”. He added that he 
believed Ukraine would again see peace 
despite Russia’s war but warned that what 
happens in Ukraine will have important 
consequences for the rest of Europe. 
 

In an address to the Ukrainian parliament 
virtually on 3 May UK prime minister Boris 
Johnson said “Ukraine will win” against Russia 
and “will be free”. Johnson was the first world 
leader to address the Verkhovna Rada since 
the conflict began. Ukraine’s parliament, 
passed a law baning political parties that 
justify, recognise or deny Russia’s armed 
aggression against Ukraine. The law will also 
ban parties who glorify or justify the actions of 
those carrying out armed aggression against 
Ukraine. 
 

Outlook 
As Russian attacks in the east and south 
intensify, and with no sign of renewed efforts 
to find a negotiated settlement, the war in 
Ukraine is in danger of developing into an 
unconstrained international conflict. The 
longer the war goes on, the more opportunity 
for catastrophic miscalculations and an 
unintended war between NATO and Russia.  
 

Further reading:  
 

On outcomes and consequences of the 
war 
Daniel McCarthy, When the neocons wanted to 
‘go all the way to Baghdad’ after 1991 war - 
lessons for our next steps with Putin, Responsible 
Statecraft, 6 May 2022 
 

Anatol Lieven, Ukraine is already winning: victory 
can be achieved without risking nuclear war, The 
Guardian, 5 May 2022 
 

Rajan Menon, Human catastrophe, flowing from 
Ukraine and across the globe, Responsible 
Statecraft, 5 May 2022 

Anatol Liven, Giving Ukraine intel on Russian 
generals is a risky gamble, Responsible 
Statecraft, 5 May 2022 
 

Russia says it fires cruise missiles from 
submarine, warns again on NATO arms 
shipments, Reuters, 4 May 2022 
 

Russia warns NATO: transport carrying weapons 
in Ukraine is a 'target', Reuters, 4 May 2022 
 

Frank Ledwidge, Ukraine: Nato and the US aim to 
destroy the Russian military – it looks as if they 
may have the means to do it, The Conversation, 
3 May 2022 
 

Pope Francis Says NATO Started War in Ukraine 
by ‘Barking at Putin’s Door’, Daily Beast, 3 May 
2022 
 

Rajan Menon, The Economic Consequences of 
the War: Why the Conflict in Ukraine Is a Disaster 
for the Poor of This Planet, TomDispatch, 3 May 
2022 
 

Stephanie Carvin, Deterrence, Disruption and 
Declassification: Intelligence in the Ukraine 
Conflict, Centre for International Governance 
Innovation, 2 May 2022 
 

Raquel Leslie and Brian Liu, Amid Ukraine War, 
China Announces “Global Security Initiative”, 
Lawfare, 2 May 2022 

 
On peace negotiations and other 
proposals for conflict transformation 
Peace talks remained stalled and there were no 
significant developments this week. 
 

Erica Gaston, The Ukraine War Could End Up 
Revitalizing Humanitarian Law, World Politics 
Review, 2 May 2022 
 

Orysia Lutsevych, What would victory actually 
mean now for Ukraine – and for Europe? The 
Guardian, 2 May 2022 

 
Investigations of war crimes in Ukraine 
and other legal processes 
UN and Ukrainian officials said men and boys 
are among the alleged victims of rape by 
Russian soldiers in Ukraine, where dozens of 
cases of sexual violence are already under 
investigation. Ukraine’s prosecutor general, 
Iryna Venediktova, accused Russia of using 
rape as a war tactic, and described president 
Vladimir Putin as “the main war criminal of the  

https://www.president.gov.ua/en/news/zvernennya-prezidenta-ukrayini-do-danskogo-narodu-v-richnicy-74781
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/03/ukraine-will-be-free-boris-johnson-tells-parliament-verkhovna-rada
https://itd.rada.gov.ua/billInfo/Bills/Card/39307
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/05/06/when-the-neocons-wanted-to-go-all-the-way-to-baghdad-after-1991-war/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/05/06/when-the-neocons-wanted-to-go-all-the-way-to-baghdad-after-1991-war/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/may/05/ukraine-already-winning-victory-without-risking-nuclear-war
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/may/05/ukraine-already-winning-victory-without-risking-nuclear-war
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/05/05/human-catastrophe-flowing-from-ukraine-and-across-the-globe/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/05/05/human-catastrophe-flowing-from-ukraine-and-across-the-globe/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/05/05/giving-ukraine-intel-on-russian-generals-is-a-risky-gamble/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/05/05/giving-ukraine-intel-on-russian-generals-is-a-risky-gamble/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russia-says-it-disables-ukrainian-railway-stations-used-transport-western-2022-05-04/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russia-says-it-disables-ukrainian-railway-stations-used-transport-western-2022-05-04/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russia-says-it-disables-ukrainian-railway-stations-used-transport-western-2022-05-04/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russia-warns-nato-transport-carrying-weapons-ukraine-is-target-2022-05-04/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russia-warns-nato-transport-carrying-weapons-ukraine-is-target-2022-05-04/
https://theconversation.com/ukraine-nato-and-the-us-aim-to-destroy-the-russian-military-it-looks-as-if-they-may-have-the-means-to-do-it-182255
https://theconversation.com/ukraine-nato-and-the-us-aim-to-destroy-the-russian-military-it-looks-as-if-they-may-have-the-means-to-do-it-182255
https://theconversation.com/ukraine-nato-and-the-us-aim-to-destroy-the-russian-military-it-looks-as-if-they-may-have-the-means-to-do-it-182255
https://www.thedailybeast.com/pope-francis-says-nato-started-war-in-ukraine-by-barking-at-putins-door
https://www.thedailybeast.com/pope-francis-says-nato-started-war-in-ukraine-by-barking-at-putins-door
https://tomdispatch.com/the-economic-consequences-of-the-war/
https://tomdispatch.com/the-economic-consequences-of-the-war/
https://tomdispatch.com/the-economic-consequences-of-the-war/
https://www.cigionline.org/articles/deterrence-disruption-and-declassification-intelligence-in-the-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.cigionline.org/articles/deterrence-disruption-and-declassification-intelligence-in-the-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.cigionline.org/articles/deterrence-disruption-and-declassification-intelligence-in-the-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.lawfareblog.com/amid-ukraine-war-china-announces-global-security-initiative
https://www.lawfareblog.com/amid-ukraine-war-china-announces-global-security-initiative
https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/30506/for-the-united-nations-ukraine-could-mark-a-new-era-of-accountability
https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/30506/for-the-united-nations-ukraine-could-mark-a-new-era-of-accountability
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/may/02/russia-defeat-ukraine-vital-peace-security-europe
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/may/02/russia-defeat-ukraine-vital-peace-security-europe
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/03/men-and-boys-among-alleged-victims-by-russian-soldiers-in-ukraine
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/apr/03/all-wars-are-like-this-used-as-a-weapon-of-war-in-ukraine
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21st century”. Meanwhile, the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) indicated it is gathering 
evidence for potential war crimes committed 
by Russia. The WHO emergencies director, 
Mike Ryan, said the agency has already 
documented 200 attacks on hospitals and 
clinics in Ukraine which could violate 
international law. Amnesty International said 
in a report that there was compelling evidence 
that Russian troops had committed war crimes 
in the Kyiv area in February and March. 
Civilians also suffered abuses such as “reckless 
shootings and torture” at the hands of Russian 
forces when they occupied an area outside 
Ukraine’s capital, including the town of Bucha, 
in the early stages of the invasion, the report 
said. 

 
On the growing risk of nuclear war 
On the 4 May Russia practised simulated 
nuclear-capable missile strikes in the western 
enclave of Kaliningrad, sandwiched between 
Poland and Lithuania along the Baltic coast. 
Russian forces rehearsed simulated “electronic 
launches” of nuclear-capable Iskander mobile 
ballistic missile systems, the defence ministry 
said. Meanwhile, when President Putin leads 
Russia’s Victory Day celebrations on 9 May, 
marking the 77th anniversary of the Soviet 
Union's victory over Nazi Germany, a fly-past 
over St Basil’s Cathedral will include the Il-80 
“doomsday” command plane. This plane 
would carry Russia’s senior military leaders in 
the event of a nuclear war, Russia’s defence 
ministry said, and its inclusion in the parade 
was reported as Putin sending a “doomsday” 
warning to the West. 
 

Daniel L. Davis, Why does Washington want to 
risk nuclear war with Russia? Responsible 
Statecraft, 3 May 2022 
 

On energy security and climate change 
NATO continues to adapt to rapid environmental 
changes, NATO News Release, 6 May 2022 
 

Genevieve Kotarska and Lauren Young, Green 
Insecurity: An Attack on Ukraine and Climate 
Change Cooperation, RUSI Commentary, 5 May 
2022 

On sanctions against Russia 
World leaders hope that stricter sanctions on 
Russia will cut off financing for the war in 
Ukraine. The EU announced a plan for a total 
ban on Russian oil by 2023, as part of a sixth 
round of sanctions over Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine. The move is backed by Germany, one 
of the countries most dependent on Russian 
fuel. Under the proposal, EU member states 
would phase out crude oil imports within six 
months and refined oil imports by the end of 
the year. The EU is considering exemptions for 
Hungary and Slovakia to allow them to keep 
importing Russian oil for a longer period 
because of their greater dependence on it. The 
head of the Russian Orthodox church, 
Patriarch Kirill, is reportedly on the EU’s draft 
blacklist of the next round of sanctions. An EU 
document claims Kirill has been “one of the 
most prominent supporters of the Russian 
military aggression against Ukraine” and a key 
player in amplifying Vladimir Putin’s rhetoric 
on Ukraine. In addition, the European 
Commission is proposing to remove Russia's 
biggest bank, Sberbank, and two other banks 
from the international SWIFT banking system. 
The United States banned the bank from using 
American financial payment systems on the 
day that Russia invaded Ukraine.  
 

The UK announced a ban on all export of 
services to Russia as part of new sanctions 
against 63 individuals and organisations. The 
ban will cut off Russia’s access to the UK’s 
accounting, management consulting, and PR 
services. However, it is understood that the 
measures will not affect the legal profession or 
some other sectors such as software 
development and cloud internet services. 
Meanwhile, a yacht reportedly belonging to 
Putin was seized by Italian officials in Tuscany, 
while UEFA banned Russian football clubs from 
participation in the 2022-23 seasons in the 
Champions League, Europa League and UEFA 
Nations League “until further notice”. 
 

European Union Proposes a Total Ban on Russian 
Oil as Sanctions Grow over Ukraine War, 
Democracy Now, 5 May 2022 

https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/who-says-it-stands-with-ukraine-has-documented-200-attacks-health-facilities-2022-05-07/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/EUR5055612022ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2022/05/05/russia-simulates-nuclear-capable-strikes-near-eu-a77586
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/putin-send-doomsday-warning-west-russias-ww2-victory-parade-2022-05-06/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/05/03/why-does-washington-want-to-risk-nuclear-war-with-russia/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/05/03/why-does-washington-want-to-risk-nuclear-war-with-russia/
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_195079.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_195079.htm
https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/green-insecurity-attack-ukraine-and-climate-change-cooperation
https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/green-insecurity-attack-ukraine-and-climate-change-cooperation
https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/green-insecurity-attack-ukraine-and-climate-change-cooperation
https://www.dw.com/en/eu-threatens-vladimir-putins-patriarch-kirill/a-61696343
https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/eu-remove-sberbank-two-other-russian-banks-swift-2022-05-04/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/russia-cut-off-from-uk-services
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2022/may/04/uk-to-exclude-law-from-new-services-ban-to-russia-following-ukraine-war
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/05/06/italy-freezes-superyacht-linked-to-vladimir-putin.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/05/02/football/uefa-bans-russian-football-clubs-spt-intl/index.html
https://www.democracynow.org/2022/5/5/european_union_total_ban_russian_oil?
https://www.democracynow.org/2022/5/5/european_union_total_ban_russian_oil?
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On developments within NATO 
NATO military exercises involving 18,000 
soldiers from over 20 countries began in 
Poland on 1 May. Defender Europe 2022 and 
Swift Response 2022, regular military exercises 
taking place in Poland and eight other 
countries, aim to improve the security of the 
alliance's eastern flank. The exercises are 
scheduled to run from 1 to 27 May. 
 

China Accuses NATO of 'Sowing Seeds of Conflict' 
Worldwide, Newsweek, 6 May 2022 
 

Wilfrid Greaves, The New Arctic Geopolitics, RUSI 
Commentary, 5 May 2022 
 

Thomas Meaney, How Putin’s invasion returned 
Nato to the centre stage, The Guardian, 5 May 
2022 
 

Justin Bronk, US Air Force Request for Funds to 
Buy E-7 Should Prompt a Rethink on RAF Fleet 
Size, RUSI Commentary, 4 May 2022 
 

NATO announces nomination of General 
Christopher G. Cavoli as Supreme Allied 
Commander Europe, NATO News Release, 3 May 
2022 
 

Özgür Ünlühisarcıklı, Now Is the Time to Resolve 
the Turkey-US S-400 Dispute, GMF Commentary, 
27 April 2022 

 
On Finland and Sweden joining NATO 
 
 

Should Finland and Sweden hold a referendum 
on NATO membership? NATO Watch Briefing 
no. 93, 6 May 2022 
 

 

Finland and Sweden look set to declare their 
readiness to join NATO next month in time for 
the alliance summit in Spain at the end of June. 
However, neither country proposes to hold a 
referendum on NATO membership, despite 
both countries doing so prior to EU 
membership in 1994. Sweden received 
assurances from the United States that it 
would receive support during the period a 
potential application to join NATO is 
processed. 
 

Frank Gardner, Is Nato's Nordic expansion a 
threat or boost to Europe? BBC News, 8 May 
2022 
 

Finland, Sweden need to move now on NATO 
while Putin is preoccupied with Ukraine, former 
secretary general says, CNBC News, 7 May 2022 
 

Anne-Marie Slaughter, Expanding Nato will 
deepen east-west fissure, Financial Times, 5 May 
2022 
 

Beyond Neutrality: What is at Stake if Sweden 
Joins NATO? Three questions to Andreas Persbo, 
Interview, Institut Montaigne, 5 May 2022 
 

NATO chief says alliance will increase presence in 
Baltic sea if Sweden applies – SVT, Reuters, 5 May 
2002 
 

Sweden says US has offered security guarantees 
if it applies to join Nato, The Guardian, 4 May 
2022 
 

Sweden’s ruling Social Democrats divided on 
decision to join Nato, The Guardian, 4 May 2022 
 

Scholz: Finland, Sweden can count on German 
support if they seek NATO access, Deutsche 
Welle, 3 May 2022 
 

Jonathan Power, Sweden Is Playing with Fire as It 
Plans to Join NATO, InDepth News, 3 May 2022 
 

Explainer: What you need to know about Finland 
and Sweden's path to NATO membership, 
Reuters, 3 May 2022 
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