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NATO Watch Comment: 
 

Why NATO must conduct a 

public inquiry into what went 

wrong in Afghanistan  

 

Senior NATO officials have made 

several public commitments to 

investigate what went wrong in 

Afghanistan. On 20 August, for 

example, the NATO Foreign Ministers 

met virtually “to discuss the difficult 

situation in Afghanistan”. The outcome 

of their deliberations (at least the 

sanitised public version) was contained 

in an insipid six-paragraph statement 

released the same day, which included 

a commitment to “fully reflect on our 

engagement in Afghanistan and draw 

the necessary lessons”.   
 

While the statement contained no 

admittance of fault or responsibility on 

the part of NATO, during his 

subsequent press conference NATO 

Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg 

acknowledged that “there are hard 

questions that we need to ask ourselves 

over our engagement in Afghanistan”. 

He also reiterated that NATO was 

“clear-eyed about the risks of 

withdrawing our troops”, but that that 

the speed of the collapse of the Afghan 

political and military leadership, and 

armed forces “was not anticipated”. He 

also conceded that “there are many 

lessons to be learned” and he 

committed to conducting a “thorough 

assessment of NATO’s engagement in 

Afghanistan”. During questions he 

clarified that the details of how the 

assessment would be carried out had 

still to be agreed. 
 

Similarly, during a NATO Military 

Committee meeting on 18 September, 

Admiral Rob Bauer, Chair of the 

Committee, said that the “the dramatic 

developments of recent weeks and 

months are tragic for Afghanistan and 

its people” and that “there are many 

lessons to be learnt”. He added that 

“the alliance will conduct an honest, 

clear-eyed  assessment  of  our  

engagement, looking at what worked, 

and what did not”. 
 

Throughout the nearly two decades of 

NATO’s presence in Afghanistan, many 

of the military and intelligence 

assessments on progress in the country 

were deliberately misleading or hid 

inconvenient facts about ongoing 

failures inside confidential channels. 

Will this “honest and clear-eyed 

assessment” also reveal the extent to 

which NATO officials and the Military 

Committee contributed to these 

misleading assessments? What will 

NATO do to improve the transparency 

of operational metrics for future 

missions? How might parliamentary 

oversight of NATO decision-making be 

improved in NATO member states?  
 

These are all important questions that 

ought to be front and centre in any 

lessons learnt process. However, how 

can the public have faith in a process in 

which the exact terms of reference, 

timeline and structure remain secret. A 

livestreamed independently-led 

inquiry, including questions on camera 

to senior NATO military officials about 

the Afghanistan mission would provide 

much needed transparency and 

accountability. 
 

Despite President Biden’s criticism that 

Afghan forces were not willing to fight 

for themselves, over 60,000 Afghan 

troops gave their lives fighting the 

Taliban over the course of the war. The 

reality is that the NATO-backed 

government simply didn’t command 

the support of enough of the Afghan 

people, mainly due to a combination of 

the violence, corruption and poor 

governance. 
 

Nor should it be forgotten that during 

the almost 20 years of occupation US 

and NATO allies formed relationships 

with abusive warlords, relied on US and 

Afghan airstrikes in their fight against 

the Taliban with devasting impacts on 

civilians and children, and were 

apparently prepared to turn a blind eye 

to the deployment of CIA death squads, 

other war crimes by Western forces and  

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/official_texts_186086.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/opinions_186088.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/opinions_186662.htm?selectedLocale=en
https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/briefing-book/afghanistan/2021-08-19/afghanistan-2020-20-year-war-20-documents?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=b91ddb01-ce3a-41b5-a180-3eae3f834bee
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/08/16/remarks-by-president-biden-on-afghanistan/
https://apnews.com/article/middle-east-business-afghanistan-43d8f53b35e80ec18c130cd683e1a38f
https://apnews.com/article/middle-east-business-afghanistan-43d8f53b35e80ec18c130cd683e1a38f
https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/09/19/afghanistan-reconstruction-derailed-us-support-warlords
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/40-all-civilian-casualties-airstrikes-afghanistan-almost-1600-last-five-years
https://theintercept.com/2020/12/18/afghanistan-cia-militia-01-strike-force/
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2021/aug/18/new-book-reveals-detailed-accounts-of-alleged-war-crimes-by-australian-forces-in-afghanistan
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US-backed anti-Taliban forces, as well 

as the widespread torture of detainees 

in Afghan prisons. 
 

Hence, some of the additional 

questions that ought to be on the table 

during a public inquiry include: 
 

 Would it have been better to have 

responded to 9/11 through a law 

enforcement rather than a ‘war on 

terror’ paradigm? In other words, 

was the decision to go for regime 

change via military force in 2001 the 

right one? The events of the past two 

decades flow from that decision, 

which was made in the absence of 

UN security council authorisation. If 

the US was determined to use force, 

should it have limited it to a search-

and-destroy operation against al-

Qaida?  

 If the trillion-dollar cost of the war 

would have been spent providing 

education, development and 

infrastructure in Afghanistan, could 

more have been achieved in the past 

20 years under a Taliban-led 

administration rather than under 

military occupation?  In other words, 

given that the US directly funded the 

Taliban to not attack supply lines for 

its troops, could the Taliban have 

been ‘bribed’ on a much grander 

scale through international aid to 

undertake a reform path? 

 Why did the eventual political and 

military collapse of the Afghan 

Government come as a complete 

surprise to NATO when the evidence 

was available years ago that the 

occupation was failing? With the 

increasing likelihood of a Taliban-

dominated ‘power-sharing’ 

government in Kabul, why would 

NATO be surprised that as many as 

a third of the 360,000 uniformed 

Afghans put on civilian clothes and 

walked away? 

 To what extent was Afghan army 

morale fatally undermined by the US 

negotiating with the Taliban and 

reaching agreement with them in 

February 2020 behind the backs of 

both the Afghan Government and 

NATO allies?  

 Was enough done to understood 

what ordinary rural Afghans (over 

70% of the population and including 

many soldiers) really wanted? Was 

too much emphasis given to the 

views of educated Afghans in Kabul 

and, to a lesser extent, those in 

regional capitals where Provincial 

Reconstruction Teams operated? 

 What was the impact of the mixed 

messages about human rights and 

democracy, when the rampant US 

fuelled corruption of the Afghan 

political class and the entitlement of 

the warlords was frequently 

overlooked or even encouraged 

during the occupation?  

 To what extent were US and NATO 

objectives in Afghanistan dictated by 

the interests of the US military 

industrial complex? How much of the 

$2.3tn the US government spent or 

obligated for the war ended up in the 

coffers of US military contractors?   

 Should European NATO member 

states and Canada have a more 

honest debate about US primacy 

within NATO? 
 

The Pentagon has said that it will 

continue to conduct counterterrorism 

surveillance and, if necessary, 

airstrikes in Afghanistan from “over the 

horizon”—meaning from assets based 

in the Persian Gulf—but they are also 

seeking basing agreements, overflight 

rights and increased intelligence-

sharing with nations closer to 

Afghanistan. Any NATO inquiry will also 

need to explore the efficacy and legality 

of over horizon warfare. The US drone 

strike on 29 August in Afghanistan that 

killed 10 civilians – including seven 

children – and not an Islamic State 

extremist as first claimed by the 

Pentagon, further exposed the dreadful 

human cost of a war that inflicted a lot 

of damage from the air throughout the 

20-year conflict. It was also a 

particularly stark example of the 

ongoing dangers of drone warfare.  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/apr/26/more-afghan-civilians-killed-by-nato-led-forces-than-taliban-in-2019
https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/high-torture-detainees-afghanistan-continues-75655151
https://www.thenation.com/article/world/how-us-funds-taliban/
https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/why-did-afghan-army-evaporate
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/29/world/asia/cia-delivers-cash-to-afghan-leaders-office.html
https://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/figures/2021/human-and-budgetary-costs-date-us-war-afghanistan-2001-2021
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/sep/17/us-military-strike-afghanistan-civilians-islamic-state-pentagon
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/sep/17/us-military-strike-afghanistan-civilians-islamic-state-pentagon
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News, Commentary and 

Reports:  

 

Arms Control and Disarmament 
 

The global arms control and 

disarmament process, despite earlier 

achievements, has reached a critical 

point. The extension of New START in 

February by the United States and 

Russia brought with it some optimism, 

but overall the picture remains gloomy. 

The demise of key arms control treaties 

(such as the ABM Treaty, the CFE 

Treaty, and the INF Treaty) has left a 

void in the arms control architecture.  
 

The Open Skies Treaty is also close to a 

de facto demise following the 

withdrawal of both the United States 

and Russia. The Chemical Weapons 

Convention is also in difficulty in 

relation to allegations of use in Syria 

and Novichok attacks on individuals by 

Russia. The CTBT, concluded 25 years 

ago, is still not yet in force. Within 

NATO, debates continue about when 

arms control is possible, why states 

pursue it, and the nature of the benefits 

and drawbacks of various proposals.  
 

NATO and the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs of Denmark jointly organized 

the 17th Annual NATO Conference on, 

Arms Control, Disarmament and 

Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) 

Non-Proliferation on 6-7 September 

2021 in Copenhagen. This arms control 

conference has taken place annually 

since 2004, and it provides an 

opportunity for senior NATO and 

national officials to informally discuss 

WMD threats and regularly includes 

more than 100 officials from around 45 

countries. See this NATO Watch 

comment piece dated 9 September 

2021 

 

Russia ready to foster dialogue with NATO 

but it should be professional, says top 

diplomat, Tass, 15 September 2021 
 

NATO chief urges China to join nuclear 

arms control talks, Associated Press, 6 

September 2021 

17th Annual NATO Conference on Arms 

Control, Disarmament and Weapons of 

Mass Destruction Non-Proliferation, NATO 

Press Release, 3 September 2021 
 

Ward Wilson, Why nuclear arms control is 

dead, The Hill, 9 July 2021 
 

Statement by the North Atlantic Council on 

the Treaty on Open Skies, 18 June 2021 
 

Russia To Officially Exit Open Skies Arms 

Control Treaty In December, RFE/RE, 18 

June 2021 
 

Rose Gottemoeller and Diana Marvin, 

Reimagining the Open Skies Treaty: 

cooperative aerial monitoring, Bulletin of 

the Atomic Scientists, 15 June 2021 
 

Adam Thomson, Does NATO Have an Arms-

Control Brain? Project Syndicate, 14 June 

2021 
 

James E. Goodby & David A. Koplow, An 

ambitious arms control agenda requires a 

new organization equal to the task, Bulletin 

of the Atomic Scientists, vol.77, no.1, 

2021, pp.5-10 

 

 

Autonomous Warfare and 

Artificial Intelligence 
 

Autonomous weapons technologies, 

which rely on artificial intelligence, are 

advancing rapidly and without 

sufficient public debate or 

accountability. Oversight of increased 

autonomy in warfare is critically 

important because this deadly 

technology is likely to proliferate 

rapidly. Leading this arms race are the 

United States, China, Russia, South 

Korea, Israel and a few EU/NATO 

member states. NATO policy in this 

area is beginning to emerge, largely 

driven by the United States. The 

Pentagon’s ‘AI Partnership for 

Defence’, which comprises 13 

countries (including NATO members 

Canada, Denmark, Estonia, the UK, 

France and Norway), met virtually for 

the first time last year to agree joint 

military standards on AI. The Five Eyes 

intelligence-sharing alliance (the US, 

UK, Canada, Australia and New 

Zealand) is also expected to work more 

closely on developing AI systems. 

https://www.state.gov/on-the-extension-of-the-new-start-treaty-with-the-russian-federation/
https://natowatch.org/default/2021/secretary-general-focuses-china-threat-annual-nato-arms-control-conference-ignores
https://tass.com/politics/1337873
https://tass.com/politics/1337873
https://tass.com/politics/1337873
https://apnews.com/article/europe-china-9374925e86e57697c264ed0a74587b88?mkt_tok=MDk1LVBQVi04MTMAAAF_YOEczNf41qnTGoTQOEBMQsnwakP8-CYkmo1xcg7kQLTECj9sd07aLLZY3Ft0Jex5E1cjUU0vV-bWRNj3QF22bYkexZXHCnvisysIZgBnucIbkQ
https://apnews.com/article/europe-china-9374925e86e57697c264ed0a74587b88?mkt_tok=MDk1LVBQVi04MTMAAAF_YOEczNf41qnTGoTQOEBMQsnwakP8-CYkmo1xcg7kQLTECj9sd07aLLZY3Ft0Jex5E1cjUU0vV-bWRNj3QF22bYkexZXHCnvisysIZgBnucIbkQ
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_186281.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_186281.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_186281.htm
https://thehill.com/opinion/national-security/561786-why-nuclear-arms-control-is-dead
https://thehill.com/opinion/national-security/561786-why-nuclear-arms-control-is-dead
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_184840.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_184840.htm
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-open-skies-treaty-leaving-arms-control/31315142.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-open-skies-treaty-leaving-arms-control/31315142.html
https://thebulletin.org/2021/06/reimagining-the-open-skies-treaty-cooperative-aerial-monitoring/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ThursdayNewsletter06152021&utm_content=NuclearRisk_ReimaginingTheOpenSkiesTreaty_06172021
https://thebulletin.org/2021/06/reimagining-the-open-skies-treaty-cooperative-aerial-monitoring/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ThursdayNewsletter06152021&utm_content=NuclearRisk_ReimaginingTheOpenSkiesTreaty_06172021
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/nato-must-revive-arms-control-agenda-by-adam-thomson-1-2021-06?mc_cid=691a4bae79&mc_eid=4d59e3bc2d
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/nato-must-revive-arms-control-agenda-by-adam-thomson-1-2021-06?mc_cid=691a4bae79&mc_eid=4d59e3bc2d
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Alex Wilner, Casey Babb and Jessica Davis, 

Four Things to Consider on the Future of 

AI-enabled Deterrence, Lawfare, 25 July 

2021 
 

John Feffer, Artificial Intelligence Wants You 

(and Your Job): We’d Better Control 

Machines Before They Control Us, 

TomDispatch, 22 July 2021 
 

Lawrence Aronhime and Alexander Cocron, 

NATO’s Innovation Challenge, NATO 

Review, 19 July 2021 
 

Jan Havránek and Daniel P. Bagge, 

Technology Adoption: Are we too late to 

the party? Small Wars Journal, 18 July 2021 
 

Justification: ‘humanitarian benefits’ of 

autonomous weapons, Non-lethal military 

intervention (n.d.). 
 

Simona R. Soare, Innovation as Adaptation: 

NATO and Emerging Technologies, GMF 

Policy Brief, 11 June 2021 
 

Helen Warrell, Nato allies need to speed up 

AI defence co-operation, Financial Times, 8 

June 2021 (Paywal) 
 

Michiel van Amerongen, Quantum 

technologies in defence & security, NATO 

Review, 3 June 2021 

 

 

Belarus Crisis 
 

After the longtime president of Belarus, 

Aleksandr Lukashenko, claimed 80% of 

the vote in what many Western 

governments said was a sham election 

in August 2020, for months protesters 

across the country turned out in large 

numbers, only to be met with a fierce 

police crackdown. In May 2021, 

Lukashenko ordered the forced landing 

of a passenger flight over Belarus and 

the detention of a prominent dissident 

journalist, Roman Protasevich, and his 

girlfriend, Sofia Sapega, who were on 

board. The incident was condemned in 

a North Atlantic Council statement on 

26 May. 
 

In July, the Belarus Supreme Court 

sentenced former Belarusian 

presidential hopeful Viktor Babariko to 

14 years in prison for taking a bribe 

and money laundering. Babariko, the 

head of a bank owned by Russian 

natural gas company Gazprom, had  

planned to challenge President 

Lukashenko, but he was arrested 

before the 2020 election and barred 

from registering as a candidate. He 

dismissed the charges as politically 

motivated and insisted on his 

innocence throughout the trial. The 

decision came as Belarus authorities 

carried out further crack downs on 

dissidents, sparking sanctions from the 

United States and European Union. 
 

A joint statement issued on 23 August 

by Polish President Andrzej Duda and 

his counterparts from Lithuania, Latvia 

and Estonia claimed that since June 

they had been facing hybrid attacks on 

the EU's and NATO's eastern border, 

and that vulnerable citizens from third 

countries were being used to fuel illegal 

border crossings from Belarus.  

 

Hybrid attacks on borders of EU and NATO 

condemned by presidents, The First News, 

23 August 2021 
 

Brian Whitmore, Concerns mount over 

Russia-Belarus military exercises, Atlantic 

Council, 28 July 2021 
 

NATO Chief Says Belarus Becoming 'More 

And More Dependent' On Russia, RFE/RL, 6 

June 2021 
 

Stoltenberg: NATO is united on Belarus, 

Baltic Times, 4 June 2021 
 

Belarus: NATO talks sanctions after plane 

diversion, Al Jazeera, 2 June 2021 
 

NATO restricts Belarusian access to HQ, 

Reuters, 1 June 2021 

 

 

China-NATO relations 
 

The first minor reference to China in a 

NATO statement was at the London 

summit in 2019, but transatlantic 

concerns have accelerated since then, 

driven largely by current US 

administration perceptions that 

democracies are in an existential 

confrontation with autocracies. The 

June 2021 NATO summit communiqué 

stopped short of labeling China a 

threat, but it did state that Beijing 

presents “systemic challenges” (para. 

55),  citing  China’s  increasingly  

https://www.lawfareblog.com/four-things-consider-future-ai-enabled-deterrence
https://www.lawfareblog.com/four-things-consider-future-ai-enabled-deterrence
https://tomdispatch.com/artificial-intelligence-wants-you-and-your-job/?
https://tomdispatch.com/artificial-intelligence-wants-you-and-your-job/?
https://tomdispatch.com/artificial-intelligence-wants-you-and-your-job/?
https://www.nato.int/docu/review/articles/2021/07/19/natos-innovation-challenge/index.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NATO%20Review%20NATOs%20Innovation%20Challenge&utm_content=NATO%20Review%20NATOs%20Innovation%20Challenge+CID_010378ee217bc458bbb29d9aee710eaf&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=READ%20MORE
https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/technology-adoption-are-we-too-late-party
https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/technology-adoption-are-we-too-late-party
https://nonlethalmilitaryintervention.wordpress.com/news/justification-humanitarian-benefits-of-autonomous-weapons/
https://nonlethalmilitaryintervention.wordpress.com/news/justification-humanitarian-benefits-of-autonomous-weapons/
https://www.gmfus.org/file/31079/download
https://www.gmfus.org/file/31079/download
https://www.nato.int/docu/review/articles/2021/06/03/quantum-technologies-in-defence-security/index.html
https://www.nato.int/docu/review/articles/2021/06/03/quantum-technologies-in-defence-security/index.html
https://www.thefirstnews.com/article/hybrid-attacks-on-borders-of-eu-and-nato-condemned-by-presidents-24219
https://www.thefirstnews.com/article/hybrid-attacks-on-borders-of-eu-and-nato-condemned-by-presidents-24219
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/concerns-mount-over-russia-belarus-military-exercises/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/concerns-mount-over-russia-belarus-military-exercises/
https://www.rferl.org/a/nato-chief-jens-stoltenberg-belarus-russia/31293164.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/nato-chief-jens-stoltenberg-belarus-russia/31293164.html
https://www.baltictimes.com/stoltenberg__nato_is_united_on_belarus/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/2/nato-chief-calls-for-belarus-sanctions-to-be-fully-implemented
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/2/nato-chief-calls-for-belarus-sanctions-to-be-fully-implemented
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/nato-restricts-belarusian-access-hq-stoltenberg-says-2021-05-31/
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/official_texts_171584.htm


7 

 

assertive actions in building a nuclear 

arsenal, space and cyber warfare 

capabilities, as well as joining Russia in 

military training exercises. In a gesture 

toward diplomacy and engagement, the 

communiqué also stated that the 

alliance will maintain “a constructive 

dialogue with China where possible”, 

including on the issue of climate 

change, and calls for China to become 

more transparent about its military and 

especially its “nuclear capabilities and 

doctrine” (para 56).  
 

Details on a specific NATO policy 

towards China in the communiqué were 

sparse (China is mentioned in only 

three paragraphs), but will likely be 

more prominent in the new Strategic 

Concept to be approved in 2022. The 

increased emphasis on the rise of China 

is in part the realization of President 

Biden’s strategy to build a coalition of 

like-minded nations to confront China 

over its activities. The Pentagon has 

been publishing annual reports on 

China’s growing military capabilities 

since 2000 and the latest version 

asserts that in some areas, China has 

already surpassed the US military. For 

the United States, China in the longer 

term poses a greater strategic threat 

than Russia. Much of Europe, however, 

seems to be seeking an alternative 

approach and many European NATO 

allies already have strong economic ties 

with Beijing that influence their foreign 

policy. However, there is clearly a 

growing transatlantic convergence in 

attitudes towards China.  
 

Chinese officials argue that their 

country remains committed to peaceful 

development and international 

cooperation through the United 

Nations and blame the United States 

and others for trying to thwart its 

inevitable rise as a global power. The 

main immediate policy implications of 

NATO’s tilt towards China are likely to 

be: a strengthening of alliance 

partnerships in the region, namely with 

Japan, South Korea and Australia (with 

increased exchanges of information 

and more interoperability of the armed  

forces); and greater intelligence 

sharing within NATO about Chinese 

capabilities and to detect and defend 

against cyber intrusions.  
 

In July, the USA, UK, NATO and other 

allies accused the China of several 

cyberattacks, including one against 

Microsoft's email server software in 

March. A White House statement 

accused China’s Ministry of State 

Security and affiliated criminal groups 

of the attack and a broad array of other 

malicious cyber activities, declaring the 

behaviour “inconsistent with its stated 

objective of being seen as a responsible 

leader in the world”. China denied the 

allegations.  
 

At its annual arms control conference 

in September (see above), the NATO 

Secretary General warned of China’s 

rapidly expanding nuclear arsenal, 

including the building of new missile 

silos. These had been highlighted in 

reports in July by the Federation of 

American Scientists (FAS) and the 

Washington Post. These reports 

indicated that there could be more than 

250 new missile silos in total - more 

than Russia and half as many as the 

United States has in operation for 

intercontinental missiles. China is 

currently estimated to have around 350 

nuclear warheads, while the United 

States and Russia each have about 

4,000 in their military stockpile. 

However, while this Chinese nuclear 

proliferation is undoubtedly a growing 

concern, it needs to be set in the 

context of wider nuclear proliferation, 

including by NATO’s own three nuclear-

armed states. For example, US 

spending on nuclear weapons is 

expected to climb by $140 billion over 

the next ten years, while the UK has 

just lifted the ceiling on its nuclear 

weapons arsenal. 
 

On 27 September, Chinese Foreign 

Minister Wang Yi and NATO Secretary 

General Stoltenberg held a video 

meeting that focused on “issues of 

common concern”, including regional 

tensions and the future of Afghanistan. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/26/us/politics/biden-china-democracy.html
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Sep/01/2002488689/-1/-1/1/2020-DOD-CHINA-MILITARY-POWER-REPORT-FINAL.PDF
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/00963402.2020.1846432?needAccess=true
https://fas.org/issues/nuclear-weapons/status-world-nuclear-forces/
https://www.icanw.org/complicit_nuclear_weapons_spending_increased_by_1_4_billion_in_2020
https://www.icanw.org/complicit_nuclear_weapons_spending_increased_by_1_4_billion_in_2020
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2021/mar/15/cap-on-trident-nuclear-warhead-stockpile-to-rise-by-more-than-40
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Also in September it was announced 

that the US, UK and Australia are setting 

up a trilateral security partnership 

aimed at confronting China, which 

includes helping Australia to build 

nuclear-powered submarines.  

 

NATO head: China is not an enemy, Politico, 

6 October 2021 
 

China, NATO officials discuss Afghanistan, 

regional tensions, Associated Press, 28 

September 2021 
 

China ready to continue dialogue with 

NATO on equality, mutual respect basis: 

FM, XinhuaNet, 28 September 2021 
 

'NATO wants China to have more 

transparency on nuclear program', Daily 

Sabah, 27 September 2021 
 

NATO Secretary General meets virtually 

with China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi, 

NATO News Release, 27 September 2021 
 

Jim Lobe, Europeans see US engaged in new 

cold war but want no part of it, Responsible 

Statecraft, 23 September 2021 
 

Ethan Paul, Biden doesn’t understand the 

‘new Cold War’, Responsible Statecraft, 22 

September 2021 
 

Sarang Shidore, ‘AUKUS’ military alliance is 

another Western attempt to isolate China, 

Responsible Statecraft, 17 September 2021 
 

Vincent Ni, Cold war echoes as Aukus 

alliance focuses on China deterrence, The 

Guardian, 16 September 2021 
 

US, UK and Australia forge military alliance 

to counter China, The Guardian, 16 

September 2021 
 

Nato chief alarmed by construction of new 

Chinese nuclear missile silos, South China 

Morning Post, 7 September 2021 
 

Muhammad Faizal Abdul Rahman, Can 

NATO Counter China’s Influence In APAC? – 

Analysis, Eurasia Review, 31 August 2021 
 

Jonathan Eyal and Anatol Lieven, The duel: 

Is China now the enemy? Prospect 

Magazine, 29 August 2021 
 

Michael Klare, China, 2049: A Climate 

Disaster Zone, Not a Military Superpower, 

24 August 2021 
 

Gordon Dumoulin, Jan Oberg and Thore 

Vestby, Behind The Smokescreen: An 

Analysis of the West’s Destructive China  

Cold War Agenda and Why It Must Stop, 

Transnational Foundation, 6 August 2021 
 

Abby Lemert and Eleanor Runde, U.S. Leads 

Coalition Accusing China of Hacking, 

Lawfare, 29 July 2021 
 

China says Microsoft hacking accusations 

fabricated by US and allies, BBC News, 20 

July 2021 
 

Isaac Silvermann, NATO Needs to Act on 

China, International Policy Digest, 17 July 

2021 
 

Henrik Larsen, NATO Shouldn’t Try to Do 

Too Much on China, The Diplomat, 16 July 

2021 
 

China's place on the NATO agenda, 

Strategic Comments, vol.27, no.5, 2021, 

pp.i-iii 
 

Rachel Esplin Odell, Promoting Peace and 

Stability in the Maritime Order Amid 

China’s Rise, Quincy Brief No. 15, July 2021 
 

Asad Latif, NATO and China: Suspicions 

and Asian Inspiration, RUSI Commentary, 

14 July 2021 
 

Must Read: William H. Overholt, Biden 

cannot counter China with a team that lacks 

expertise, The Hill, 7 July 2021 
 

Grzegorz Stec, Technocratic Mitigation – 

The European Way of Managing the China 

Challenge, RUSI Commentary, 6 July 2021 
 

Bradley A. Thayer and Lianchao Han, 

Crouching China: Why NATO Must 

Reinforce Its Western Norms, National 

Interest, 3 July 2021 
 

Danil Bochkov, US media outlets beat war 

drums while China, Russia move closer, 

Global Times, 28 June 2021 
 

Amit Kumar, QUAD Masquerading NATO, 

Modern Diplomacy, 26 June 2021 
 

Senior Nato officer warns of China’s 

‘shocking’ military advances, Financial 

Times, 25 June 2021 (paywall) 
 

Bruce Weinrod, A NATO action plan for 

China, The Hill, 18 June 2021 
 

Judy Asks: Is NATO Ready for China? 

Carnegie Europe, 17 June 2021 
 

NATO’s New Challenge in East Asia, Fair 

Observer, 16 June 2021 
 

China hits back at ‘slanderous’ Nato claim 

it poses threat to west, The Guardian, 15 

June 2021 

https://www.politico.com/news/2021/10/06/global-insider-nato-china-ties-515188
https://apnews.com/article/china-afghanistan-beijing-taliban-wang-yi-ac491ce93182cc20bf63da23066afa36
https://apnews.com/article/china-afghanistan-beijing-taliban-wang-yi-ac491ce93182cc20bf63da23066afa36
http://www.news.cn/english/2021-09/28/c_1310214760.htm
http://www.news.cn/english/2021-09/28/c_1310214760.htm
http://www.news.cn/english/2021-09/28/c_1310214760.htm
https://www.dailysabah.com/world/asia-pacific/nato-wants-china-to-have-more-transparency-on-nuclear-program
https://www.dailysabah.com/world/asia-pacific/nato-wants-china-to-have-more-transparency-on-nuclear-program
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_186940.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_186940.htm
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2021/09/23/europeans-see-us-engaged-in-new-cold-war-but-want-no-part-of-it
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2021/09/23/europeans-see-us-engaged-in-new-cold-war-but-want-no-part-of-it
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2021/09/22/biden-doesnt-understand-the-new-cold-war/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2021/09/22/biden-doesnt-understand-the-new-cold-war/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2021/09/17/uk-us-australian-nuclear-sub-deal-is-another-western-attempt-to-isolate-china/?mc_cid=b82b5e6951&mc_eid=3fd0eddc57
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2021/09/17/uk-us-australian-nuclear-sub-deal-is-another-western-attempt-to-isolate-china/?mc_cid=b82b5e6951&mc_eid=3fd0eddc57
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/sep/16/cold-war-echoes-as-aukus-alliance-focuses-on-china-deterrence
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/sep/16/cold-war-echoes-as-aukus-alliance-focuses-on-china-deterrence
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2021/sep/15/australia-nuclear-powered-submarines-us-uk-security-partnership-aukus
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2021/sep/15/australia-nuclear-powered-submarines-us-uk-security-partnership-aukus
https://www.scmp.com/news/world/europe/article/3147789/nato-chief-alarmed-construction-new-chinese-nuclear-missile-silos
https://www.scmp.com/news/world/europe/article/3147789/nato-chief-alarmed-construction-new-chinese-nuclear-missile-silos
https://www.eurasiareview.com/31082021-can-nato-counter-chinas-influence-in-apac-analysis/
https://www.eurasiareview.com/31082021-can-nato-counter-chinas-influence-in-apac-analysis/
https://www.eurasiareview.com/31082021-can-nato-counter-chinas-influence-in-apac-analysis/
https://www.prospectmagazine.co.uk/world/the-duel-is-china-now-the-enemy-military-conflict-power-war?mc_cid=ddcb90344a&mc_eid=3fd0eddc57
https://www.prospectmagazine.co.uk/world/the-duel-is-china-now-the-enemy-military-conflict-power-war?mc_cid=ddcb90344a&mc_eid=3fd0eddc57
https://tomdispatch.com/china-2049/
https://tomdispatch.com/china-2049/
https://transnational.live/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/TFF-Smokescreen-Report.pdf
https://www.lawfareblog.com/us-leads-coalition-accusing-china-hacking
https://www.lawfareblog.com/us-leads-coalition-accusing-china-hacking
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-57898147
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-57898147
https://intpolicydigest.org/the-platform/nato-needs-to-act-on-china/
https://intpolicydigest.org/the-platform/nato-needs-to-act-on-china/
https://thediplomat.com/2021/07/nato-shouldnt-try-to-do-too-much-on-china/
https://thediplomat.com/2021/07/nato-shouldnt-try-to-do-too-much-on-china/
https://doi.org/10.1080/13567888.2021.1957324
https://quincyinst.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/QUINCY-BRIEF-NO.-15-JULY-2021-RACHEL-ODELL.pdf
https://quincyinst.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/QUINCY-BRIEF-NO.-15-JULY-2021-RACHEL-ODELL.pdf
https://quincyinst.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/QUINCY-BRIEF-NO.-15-JULY-2021-RACHEL-ODELL.pdf
https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/nato-and-china-suspicions-and-asian-inspiration
https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/nato-and-china-suspicions-and-asian-inspiration
https://thehill.com/opinion/international/561269-biden-cannot-counter-china-with-a-team-that-lacks-expertise
https://thehill.com/opinion/international/561269-biden-cannot-counter-china-with-a-team-that-lacks-expertise
https://thehill.com/opinion/international/561269-biden-cannot-counter-china-with-a-team-that-lacks-expertise
https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/technocratic-mitigation-european-way-managing-china-challenge
https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/technocratic-mitigation-european-way-managing-china-challenge
https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/technocratic-mitigation-european-way-managing-china-challenge
https://nationalinterest.org/feature/crouching-china-why-nato-must-reinforce-its-western-norms-189063
https://nationalinterest.org/feature/crouching-china-why-nato-must-reinforce-its-western-norms-189063
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202106/1227311.shtml
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202106/1227311.shtml
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2021/06/26/quad-masquerading-nato/
https://thehill.com/opinion/national-security/558900-a-nato-action-plan-for-china
https://thehill.com/opinion/national-security/558900-a-nato-action-plan-for-china
https://carnegieeurope.eu/strategiceurope/84798
https://www.fairobserver.com/region/north_america/peter-isackson-nato-alliance-summit-joe-biden-china-threat-new-cold-war-world-news-84393/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jun/15/china-hits-back-at-slanderous-nato-claim-that-country-poses-threat-to-west
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jun/15/china-hits-back-at-slanderous-nato-claim-that-country-poses-threat-to-west
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China, Its Military Might Expanding, 

Accuses NATO of Hypocrisy, New York 

Times, 15 June 2021 
 

China accuses NATO of maintaining 'Cold 

War mentality', Deutsche Welle, 15 June 

2021 
 

Nato members need stronger China policy: 

Stoltenberg, The Straits Times, 14 June 

2021 
 

Pierre Morcos, NATO’s Pivot to China: A 

Challenging Path, CSIS Commentary, 8 June 

2021 
 

John R. Deni, China is a present danger to 

Europe. NATO’s defense plans must 

respond, New Atlanticist, 3 June 2021 
 

Franklin Kramer, Deterrence Assurance: 

Why NATO Needs a Plan for the Indo-Pacific 

Region, National Interest, 29 May 2021 

 

 

Climate Change 
 

NATO has recognized the adverse 

effects of climate change on 

international security. NATO’s 2010 

Strategic Concept, for example, said 

that environmental and climate change 

will shape the future security 

environment and have significant 

implications for the alliance's planning 

and operations. Similarly, the Wales 

Summit Declaration in 2014 identified 

climate change, water scarcity and 

increasing energy needs as future 

disruptors of security. While there is a 

growing willingness in NATO to discuss 

and explore responses to climate-

related dangers, the policy road ahead 

within the alliance remains uncertain.  
 

According to the June 2021 summit 

communiqué, NATO aims to “become 

the leading international organisation 

when it comes to understanding and 

adapting to the impact of climate 

change on security” and pledges to 

“significantly reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions from military activities” 

(paragraph 6g). The NATO Secretary 

General is tasked with formulating “a 

realistic, ambitious and concrete target 

for the reduction of greenhouse gas 

emissions by the NATO political and 

military structures and facilities and  

assess the feasibility of reaching net 

zero emissions by 2050”. (The NATO 

Secretary General previewed this target 

in a speech in September 2020). 
 

It is unclear whether these 

commitments will be enough to satisfy 

climate activists—especially 

considering the August report by the 

UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change that warned that 

climate change is proceeding at an 

“unprecedented” pace. Close to 100 

non-governmental organisations from 

around the globe have signed a petition 

that calls on governments to pledge to 

reduce military greenhouse gas 

emissions at the United Nations 

Climate Change Conference (COP26), 

set to take place in November 2021 in 

Glasgow. Similarly, over 12,000 

individuals and organisations have 

signed a petition to stop excluding 

military pollution from climate 

agreements. 
 

The NATO leaders at their summit also 

endorsed a separate Action Plan to 

implement the NATO Agenda on 

Climate Change and Security, which 

includes four key commitments: an 

annual Climate Change and Security 

Impact Assessment; an adaption 

strategy; a mitigation strategy; and an 

outreach strategy. To track the 

progress made, re-assess the level of 

ambition, and inform the way ahead, 

the first Climate Change and Security 

Progress Report will be delivered at the 

2022 NATO Summit. 
 

While all these are worthy aims, they 

are likely to be undermined by the twin 

pressures of raising military spending 

(see section on defence spending 

below) to hit NATO targets and the 

increases in military exercises as part 

of efforts to contain China and Russia. 

Moreover, the poor quality of emissions 

reporting in this sector means that no 

one actually knows whether military 

carbon emissions are falling or not. A 

key step is thus for member states to 

calculate the specific carbon footprints 

of their militaries and then report these  

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/15/world/asia/china-nato-military.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/15/world/asia/china-nato-military.html
https://www.dw.com/en/china-accuses-nato-of-maintaining-cold-war-mentality/a-57894164
https://www.dw.com/en/china-accuses-nato-of-maintaining-cold-war-mentality/a-57894164
https://www.straitstimes.com/world/nato-members-need-stronger-china-policy-stoltenberg
https://www.straitstimes.com/world/nato-members-need-stronger-china-policy-stoltenberg
https://www.csis.org/analysis/natos-pivot-china-challenging-path
https://www.csis.org/analysis/natos-pivot-china-challenging-path
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/china-is-a-present-danger-to-europe-natos-defense-plans-must-respond/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/china-is-a-present-danger-to-europe-natos-defense-plans-must-respond/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/china-is-a-present-danger-to-europe-natos-defense-plans-must-respond/
https://nationalinterest.org/feature/deterrence-assurance-why-nato-needs-plan-indo-pacific-region-186269
https://nationalinterest.org/feature/deterrence-assurance-why-nato-needs-plan-indo-pacific-region-186269
https://nationalinterest.org/feature/deterrence-assurance-why-nato-needs-plan-indo-pacific-region-186269
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/official_texts_112964.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/official_texts_112964.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_185000.htm?selectedLocale=en
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_185000.htm?selectedLocale=en
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/opinions_178355.htm?selectedLocale=en
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/aug/10/code-red-for-humanity-what-the-papers-say-about-the-ipcc-report-on-the-climate-crisis
https://ceobs.org/governments-must-commit-to-military-emissions-cuts-at-cop26/
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/stop-excluding-military-pollution-from-climate-agreements-2?source=COP26-WBW&referrer=group-world-beyond-war&link_id=3&can_id=02c96222db76221cc9a7f078273b09f1&email_referrer=email_1253877&email_subject=wbw-news-action-film-festival-for-nonviolent-action
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/official_texts_185174.htm
https://www.sgr.org.uk/sites/default/files/2021-02/EU-MCE-report-by-SGR-CEOBS-GUE.pdf
https://www.sgr.org.uk/sites/default/files/2021-02/EU-MCE-report-by-SGR-CEOBS-GUE.pdf
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figures. More difficult will be 

persuading all member. states to carry 

out similar climate and carbon 

reduction actions when climate policies 

are not equally prioritised across the 

alliance. 
 

While the NATO Action Plan does 

encourage cooperation on climate 

change mitigation and adaptation, the 

focus up until now has primarily been 

on the resulting security risks and the 

promotion of energy saving in member 

states’ armed forces. This ‘greening of 

the military’ agenda not only results in 

such absurdities as adding solar panels 

to battle tanks, it shifts responsibility 

away from NATO member states to do 

more to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions for which they are 

collectively responsible.  
 

In late September, NATO Secretary 

General Jens Stoltenberg welcomed the 

Executive Director of the International 

Energy Agency (IEA) Dr Fatih Birol to 

NATO headquarters to discuss topics of 

mutual interest to both organizations, 

including climate change and security, 

energy security, and the clean energy 

transition, as well as strengthening 

cooperation between NATO and the 

IEA. 

 

NATO Secretary General welcomes 

cooperation with the International Energy 

Agency, NATO News Release, 28 September 

2021 
 

Aylin Unver Noi, NATO's southern flank is 

under attack — from wildfires, The Hill, 21 

August 2021 
 

Daniel Kochis, Biden Wants NATO To Focus 

on Climate Change. What About Russia?, 

Heritage Foundation, 13 August 2021 
 

NATO Allies stand together against 

wildfires, NATO News Release, 12 August 

2021 
 

Autonomous systems to help NATO 

examine climate change effects in Arctic 

waters, Defense News, 6 August 2021 
 

Deborah Brosnan, Climate change is a 

unifying threat — NATO should enact 

Article 5 to combat it, The Hill, 27 July 2021 

lsa Barron and Lily Feldman, Converging 

Climate Risks: Government, Military, and 

Business at NATO 2030, Climate and 

Security, 7 July 2021 
 

NATO Adopts Climate Change Actions for 

2030, IISD, 24 June 2021 
 

Danice Ball and Lily Feldman, New Climate 

Security Report has Implications for NATO 

and COP26, Climate and Security, 24 June 

2021 
 

Mark Nevitt, NATO’s Renewed Focus on 

Climate Change & Security: What You Need 

to Know, Just Security, 23 June 2021 
 

NATO agrees to study how climate change 

impacts global security threats, The World, 

22 June 2021 
 

NATO Cracks Down on ‘Threat Multiplier’ 

Climate Change, HS Today, 19 June 2021 
 

Doug Weir, Did NATO members just pledge 

to reduce their military GHG emissions? 

Conflict and Environment Observatory, 15 

June 2021 
 

Analysis-With Trump gone, NATO wages 

war on climate threat, WHBL, 13 June 2021 

 

 

Collective Defence 
 

To fulfil NATO’s three core tasks of 

collective defence, crisis management, 

and cooperative security, the alliance 

employs a mix of conventional military 

capabilities, cyber defences, missile 

defences and a nuclear dimension. At 

successive summits since 2014, NATO 

leaders have agreed a range of 

measures to enhance their deterrence 

and defence posture, including the 

establishment of an enhanced Forward 

Presence in Poland and the three Baltic 

states. They have further recognised 

that credible deterrence requires these 

relatively small multinational forces to 

be underpinned by a robust 

reinforcement strategy. 
 

How the alliance is adapting to the 

changing security environment is a 

traditional discussion point on summit 

agendas. At the NATO June 2021 

Summit, the alliance committed “to the 

full and speedy implementation of 

ongoing work to further strengthen our 

deterrence and defence posture, and  

https://www.thenationalnews.com/world/europe/nato-chief-suggests-battle-tanks-with-solar-panels-as-militaries-go-green-1.1160313
https://www.thenationalnews.com/world/europe/nato-chief-suggests-battle-tanks-with-solar-panels-as-militaries-go-green-1.1160313
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_186971.htm?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NATO%20Update%20week%2039&utm_content=NATO%20Update%20week%2039+CID_508f41b97073224d90887e166114e011&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=NATO%20Secretary%20General%20welcomes%20cooperation%20with%20the%20International%20Energy%20Agency
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_186971.htm?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NATO%20Update%20week%2039&utm_content=NATO%20Update%20week%2039+CID_508f41b97073224d90887e166114e011&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=NATO%20Secretary%20General%20welcomes%20cooperation%20with%20the%20International%20Energy%20Agency
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_186971.htm?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NATO%20Update%20week%2039&utm_content=NATO%20Update%20week%2039+CID_508f41b97073224d90887e166114e011&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=NATO%20Secretary%20General%20welcomes%20cooperation%20with%20the%20International%20Energy%20Agency
https://thehill.com/opinion/international/568687-natos-southern-flank-is-under-attack-from-wildfires
https://thehill.com/opinion/international/568687-natos-southern-flank-is-under-attack-from-wildfires
https://www.heritage.org/global-politics/commentary/biden-wants-nato-focus-climate-change-what-about-russia
https://www.heritage.org/global-politics/commentary/biden-wants-nato-focus-climate-change-what-about-russia
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-85F91649-69166D25/natolive/news_186029.htm?selectedLocale=en
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-85F91649-69166D25/natolive/news_186029.htm?selectedLocale=en
https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2021/08/06/autonomous-systems-to-help-nato-examine-climate-change-effects-in-arctic-waters/
https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2021/08/06/autonomous-systems-to-help-nato-examine-climate-change-effects-in-arctic-waters/
https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2021/08/06/autonomous-systems-to-help-nato-examine-climate-change-effects-in-arctic-waters/
https://thehill.com/opinion/energy-environment/565117-climate-change-is-a-unifying-threat-nato-should-enact-article-5-to
https://thehill.com/opinion/energy-environment/565117-climate-change-is-a-unifying-threat-nato-should-enact-article-5-to
https://thehill.com/opinion/energy-environment/565117-climate-change-is-a-unifying-threat-nato-should-enact-article-5-to
https://climateandsecurity.org/2021/07/converging-climate-risks-government-military-and-business-at-nato-2030/
https://climateandsecurity.org/2021/07/converging-climate-risks-government-military-and-business-at-nato-2030/
https://climateandsecurity.org/2021/07/converging-climate-risks-government-military-and-business-at-nato-2030/
http://sdg.iisd.org/news/nato-adopts-climate-change-actions-for-2030/
http://sdg.iisd.org/news/nato-adopts-climate-change-actions-for-2030/
https://climateandsecurity.org/2021/06/new-climate-security-report-has-implications-for-nato-and-cop26/
https://climateandsecurity.org/2021/06/new-climate-security-report-has-implications-for-nato-and-cop26/
https://climateandsecurity.org/2021/06/new-climate-security-report-has-implications-for-nato-and-cop26/
https://www.justsecurity.org/77055/natos-renewed-focus-on-climate-change-security-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.justsecurity.org/77055/natos-renewed-focus-on-climate-change-security-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.justsecurity.org/77055/natos-renewed-focus-on-climate-change-security-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.pri.org/stories/2021-06-21/nato-agrees-study-how-climate-change-impacts-global-security-threats
https://www.pri.org/stories/2021-06-21/nato-agrees-study-how-climate-change-impacts-global-security-threats
https://www.hstoday.us/subject-matter-areas/infrastructure-security/nato-cracks-down-on-threat-multiplier-climate-change/
https://www.hstoday.us/subject-matter-areas/infrastructure-security/nato-cracks-down-on-threat-multiplier-climate-change/
https://ceobs.org/did-nato-members-just-pledge-to-reduce-their-military-ghg-emissions/
https://ceobs.org/did-nato-members-just-pledge-to-reduce-their-military-ghg-emissions/
https://whbl.com/2021/06/13/analysis-with-trump-gone-nato-wages-war-on-climate-threat/
https://whbl.com/2021/06/13/analysis-with-trump-gone-nato-wages-war-on-climate-threat/
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we pledge to continue to improve the 

readiness of our forces and to 

strengthen and modernise the NATO 

Force Structure to meet current and 

future defence needs” (para.6b, summit 

communique). Of course, a key 

question is deterrence and defence 

against whom or what? The 

communiqué sets out arguments that 

NATO faces threats and/or challenges 

from both states—Russia (paras 3, 9-

15, 26, 44, 46 and 50), China (paras 3 

and 55-56), Syria (paras 49 and 52-53), 

North Korea (para 51), Iran (para 52), 

Belarus (para 54)—and non-state 

actors, the latter (sometimes in 

collaboration with one or more of the 

aforementioned states) manifesting 

themselves through international 

terrorism (paras 17-18), hybrid threats 

(para 31) and cyber threats (para 32). 
 

Most of the communiqué language on 

strengthening deterrence and defence 

refers to progress on implementing 

previous decisions, including “taking 

forward a new military strategy through 

the implementation of two significant 

military concepts that will further 

strengthen our ability to deter and 

defend against any potential adversary 

and to maintain and develop our 

military advantage now and in the 

future. The deterrence and defence 

concept provides a single, coherent 

framework to contest and deter and 

defend against the Alliance’s main 

threats in a multi-domain environment, 

and will strengthen our preparedness 

to address challenges, particularly 

pervasive instability and strategic 

shocks. The warfighting concept 

provides a long-term vision for 

maintaining and developing NATO’s 

decisive military edge” (para 22). 
 

There is also a commitment to “further 

strengthening and modernising the 

NATO Force Structure”, including 

organising and training the combat 

forces of the NATO Readiness Initiative 

(30 major naval combatants, 30 heavy 

or medium manoeuvre battalions, and 

30 kinetic air squadrons) “as larger 

combat formations for reinforcement  

and high-intensity warfighting, or for 

rapid military crisis intervention” (para 

23). 
 

On 15 July 2021, Allied Joint Force 

Command Norfolk declared Full 

Operational Capability and marked the 

occasion with a ceremony presided 

over by its Commander, Vice Admiral 

Andrew Lewis. General Milley, the US 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

also attended the ceremony. NATO’s 

newest operational command, 

established in July 2019 as part of the 

Alliance’s command structure 

adaptation, is the first NATO 

headquarters dedicated to the Atlantic 

since 2003. Its mission is to protect the 

Strategic Lines of Communication 

across all domains, protect sea-lanes 

between Europe and North America and 

enable the reinforcement of Europe. 

 

Joint Support and Enabling Command 

declares Full Operational Capability, NATO 

News Release, 9 September 2021 
 

Afghan Fiasco Raises Hard Questions for 

Europe, New York Times, 23 August 2021 
 

Jeroen Verhaeghe, Is NATO Land 

Operations Doctrine Aiming Too High? War 

on the Rocks, 6 August 2021 
 

Looking to Be Prepared for a War in the 

Atlantic, NATO Launches New Command, 

Military.com, 16 July 2021 
 

Allied Joint Force Command Norfolk 

declares Full Operational Capability, NATO 

News Release, 16 July 2021 
 

As NATO command in Norfolk reaches full 

standup, Milley warns of ongoing need for 

alliance to prevent ‘great power war’, 

Defense News, 16 July 2021 
 

NATO Must Shore Up Control of a Key 

Maritime Chokepoint, Defense One, 15 July 

2021 
 

Rear Admiral John W. Tammen, NATO’s 

Warfighting Capstone Concept: 

anticipating the changing character of war, 

NATO Review, 9 July 2021 
 

Turkey, United States take up NATO air 

patrols, NATO News Release, 8 July 2021 
 

NATO marks 60th anniversary of European 

air patrols, NATO News Release, 1 July 

2021 

https://www.act.nato.int/articles/nato-warfighting-capstone-concept-experiment-workshop
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_186427.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_186427.htm
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/23/world/europe/afghanistan-europe-nato-biden.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/23/world/europe/afghanistan-europe-nato-biden.html
https://warontherocks.com/2021/08/is-nato-land-operations-doctrine-aiming-too-high/
https://warontherocks.com/2021/08/is-nato-land-operations-doctrine-aiming-too-high/
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2021/07/16/looking-be-prepared-war-atlantic-nato-launches-new-command.html
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2021/07/16/looking-be-prepared-war-atlantic-nato-launches-new-command.html
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_185870.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_185870.htm
https://www.defensenews.com/naval/2021/07/15/as-nato-command-in-norfolk-reaches-full-standup-milley-warns-of-ongoing-need-for-alliance-to-prevent-great-power-war/
https://www.defensenews.com/naval/2021/07/15/as-nato-command-in-norfolk-reaches-full-standup-milley-warns-of-ongoing-need-for-alliance-to-prevent-great-power-war/
https://www.defensenews.com/naval/2021/07/15/as-nato-command-in-norfolk-reaches-full-standup-milley-warns-of-ongoing-need-for-alliance-to-prevent-great-power-war/
https://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2021/07/nato-must-shore-control-key-maritime-chokepoint/183791/
https://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2021/07/nato-must-shore-control-key-maritime-chokepoint/183791/
https://www.nato.int/docu/review/articles/2021/07/09/natos-warfighting-capstone-concept-anticipating-the-changing-character-of-war/index.html
https://www.nato.int/docu/review/articles/2021/07/09/natos-warfighting-capstone-concept-anticipating-the-changing-character-of-war/index.html
https://www.nato.int/docu/review/articles/2021/07/09/natos-warfighting-capstone-concept-anticipating-the-changing-character-of-war/index.html
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/news_185758.htm?selectedLocale=en
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/news_185758.htm?selectedLocale=en
https://ac.nato.int/archive/2021/NATO_60YAP_Day
https://ac.nato.int/archive/2021/NATO_60YAP_Day
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Connor McPartland and Demetrios 

Marinides, NATO allies contribute to a 

variety of missions. Here’s a look at how 

each country chips in, New Atlanticist, 11 

June 2021 
 

LTG (ret) Michel Yakovleff, NATO is not 

preparing for the next war, Fondation pour 

la Recherche Strategique, NATO Briefs 

Series No.2, 10 June 2021 

 

 

Counterterrorism 
 

NATO has increasingly sought to 

strengthen partners and train local 

forces as a more sustainable and cost-

effective way to address insecurity, 

build stability and fight terrorism. It is 

unclear whether the failed strategy in 

Afghanistan will lead to changes in this 

approach, but at the NATO summit in 

June 2021, the alliance agreed to 

“substantially strengthen NATO’s 

ability to provide training and capacity 

building support to partners, 

recognising that conflict, other security 

developments and pervasive instability 

in NATO’s neighbourhood directly 

impact Allied security” (para 6f, summit 

communique). This included providing 

training and financial support to the 

Afghan National Defence and Security 

Forces (para.19); and training support 

in Iraq (para. 20); Georgia (para. 68); 

Ukraine (para. 69); Colombia (para. 73); 

Jordan and Kuwait (para. 74) and 

Mauritania (para. 75). NATO is looking 

to strengthen security and defence 

assistance and build partner capacity in 

areas like counterterrorism, 

stabilisation, counter-hybrid activities, 

crisis management, peacekeeping and 

defence reform. 
 

Also in June, NATO Secretary General 

Jens Stoltenberg participated in a 

meeting of Foreign Ministers of the 

Global Coalition to Defeat ISIS in Rome. 

Co-chaired by Italy and the United 

States, the ministerial was the group’s 

first in-person meeting in two years. 

 

Jessica White, Why We Need More Women 

Working In Counter-Terrorism, Rantt 

Media, 20 August 2021 

NATO Secretary General participates in 

Global Coalition ministerial meeting in 

Rome, NATO News Release, 28 June 2021 

 

 

COVID-19 and Resilience 
 

The COVID-19 pandemic has presented 

an unprecedented challenge: a global 

public health emergency on a scale not 

seen for a century. It clearly required, 

and continues to rely on a health care 

driven response and thus falls largely in 

the province of the individual NATO 

member states, and (for some 

European states) within the shared 

sovereignty which is delegated to the 

European Union. NATO and allied 

military personnel have also been 

helping to save lives by supporting 

civilian efforts against COVID-19, both 

in member states and partner 

countries.  
 

The level of preparedness as well as the 

actual public health strategies adopted 

in most NATO member states, as in 

many other countries, appear to have 

been inadequate or deeply flawed. 

More broadly, the virus has revealed 

fundamental flaws in the strategies 

many states employ to provide security 

for their people. NATO has continued 

to cling to old concepts of national 

security rather than adopt more 

human-centric and cooperative 

approaches to help address public 

health threats. This is evident in the 

often repeated claim by NATO officials 

that the alliance helped to “prevent the 

health crisis from becoming a security 

crisis”. Covid-19 is a human security 

crisis and the failure to recognise it as 

such is telling. Moreover, by continuing 

to argue for increased military 

spending, NATO perpetuates the 

current imbalances in strategic 

thinking and allocation of resources 

that delivers an annual budget for the 

US Centres for Disease Control and 

Prevention of less than $7 billion, while 

the US defence budget is in excess of 

$700 billion.  
 

Nonetheless, NATO’s broadened 

approach to security has included a  

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/nato-allies-contribute-to-a-variety-of-missions-heres-a-look-at-how-each-country-chips-in/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/nato-allies-contribute-to-a-variety-of-missions-heres-a-look-at-how-each-country-chips-in/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/nato-allies-contribute-to-a-variety-of-missions-heres-a-look-at-how-each-country-chips-in/
https://www.frstrategie.org/sites/default/files/documents/publications/nato-briefs-series/022021.pdf
https://www.frstrategie.org/sites/default/files/documents/publications/nato-briefs-series/022021.pdf
https://rantt.com/why-we-need-more-women-working-in-counter-terrorism
https://rantt.com/why-we-need-more-women-working-in-counter-terrorism
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_185545.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_185545.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_185545.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_180548.htm
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stronger focus on resilience, including 

infrastructure, supply chains and 

communications. Much of the detailed 

civil preparedness planning, structures 

and capabilities both at the national 

level and at NATO were substantially 

reduced after the end of the Cold War. 

However, seven baseline requirements 

for civil preparedness were agreed at 

the 2016 Warsaw Summit: continuity of 

government, energy, population 

movement, food and water resources, 

mass casualties, civil communications 

and transport systems. Some general 

guidance was also provided to enhance 

preparedness in the health sector, but 

there appears to be no publicly 

available documents setting out what 

this current guidance entails.  
 

NATO’s primary body that addresses 

preparedness and resilience is the Civil 

Emergency Planning Committee. The 

baseline requirements were reviewed in 

2018 and NATO was due to further 

assess them as part of a 2020 Report 

on the State of Civil Preparedness. 

None of the assessments or reports 

were made public. In April and June 

2020 NATO Defence Ministers agreed 

to update the existing baseline 

requirements for civil preparedness, 

based on the lessons from the COVID-

19 crisis, and to take greater account of 

cyber threats, the security of supply 

chains and consequences of foreign 

ownership and control. It was unclear 

what this actually meant in practice, 

since few details were provided as to 

what this might involve.  
 

Looking to the future, NATO has been 

seeking to adopt an even broader and 

more coordinated approach to 

resilience, with clearer and measurable 

objectives, allowing it to tailor 

resilience goals to national 

circumstances. This appears to mirror 

work being done at the Pentagon and 

US State Department over recent years 

to protect critical industries from 

Chinese investment. 
 

The June 2021 NATO summit 

communiqué,  while  noting  that  

resilience “remains a national 

responsibility”, affirmed the adoption 

of “a more integrated and better 

coordinated approach” (para 6c and 

30). The objective apparently involves 

alliance-wide procedures to guide 

nationally developed resilience plans, 

and to this end the summit also agreed 

on a separate ‘Strengthened Resilience 

Commitment’ setting out further steps 

to be taken in the coming years. It is 

acknowledged that this will require “a 

broad approach” and “work across the 

whole of government, with the private 

and non-governmental sectors, with 

programmes and centres of expertise 

on resilience established by allies, and 

with our societies and populations, to 

strengthen the resilience of our nations 

and societies”. There is also a 

commitment to “strengthen public 

communication as part of our overall 

approach”, but with no mention of 

improving transparency or of making 

the process more inclusive, except for 

a pledge to integrate gender 

perspectives. 

 

Coronavirus Response: NATO and Hungary 

donate ventilators to the Republic of 

Moldova, NATO News Release, 17 

September 2021 
 

NATO Learns Lessons from COVID-19 

Crisis, National Defense, 30 August 2021 
 

Coronavirus response: Montenegro and 

NATO sign cooperation agreement for the 

purchase of medical equipment, NATO 

News Release, 31 May 2021 

 

 

Cyber Security, Information 

Warfare and Hybrid Threats 
 

While NATO does not have its own 

cyber weapons, the alliance established 

an operations centre in August 2018 at 

Mons, Belgium. Several member states 

have since offered their cyber 

capabilities. The new NATO cyber 

operations centre (CYOC) is expected 

to be fully staffed by 2023 and able to 

mount its own cyberattacks.  
 

The NATO June 2021 summit 

communiqué describes cyber threats to  

https://www.nato.int/docu/review/articles/2019/02/27/resilience-the-first-line-of-defence/index.html
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_49158.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_161675.htm?selectedLocale=en
https://breakingdefense.com/2021/02/china-supply-chain-backdoor-money-huge-priority-for-biden-pentagon/
https://breakingdefense.com/2021/02/china-supply-chain-backdoor-money-huge-priority-for-biden-pentagon/
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/official_texts_185340.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/official_texts_185340.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_186666.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_186666.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_186666.htm
https://www.nationaldefensemagazine.org/articles/2021/8/30/nato-learns-lessons-from-covid-19-crisis
https://www.nationaldefensemagazine.org/articles/2021/8/30/nato-learns-lessons-from-covid-19-crisis
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_184432.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_184432.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_184432.htm
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the security of the alliance as “complex, 

destructive, coercive, and becoming 

ever more frequent” (para 32). In 

response, the leaders endorsed a new 

“Comprehensive Cyber Defence Policy”. 

The policy document remains 

classified, but the communiqué 

reaffirms “NATO’s defensive mandate” 

and “that a decision as to when a cyber 

attack would lead to the invocation of 

Article 5 would be taken by the North 

Atlantic Council on a case-by-case 

basis”. The possibility of military action 

against hackers is set out further in the 

paragraph: “Allies recognise that the 

impact of significant malicious 

cumulative cyber activities might, in 

certain circumstances, be considered 

as amounting to an armed attack”. And 

“If necessary, we will impose costs on 

those who harm us. Our response need 

not be restricted to the cyber domain”. 

One of the most important changes is 

the insertion of the word “cumulative”, 

which was deliberately added in 

recognition that the cyber threat 

landscape is evolving, and that several 

low impact cyber incidents by the same 

threat actor can have the same impact 

as a single destructive cyberattack.  
 

Russia is identified as the main source 

of cyber threats, because of the 

country’s “attempted interference in 

Allied elections and democratic 

processes; political and economic 

pressure and intimidation; widespread 

disinformation campaigns; malicious 

cyber activities; and turning a blind eye 

to cyber criminals operating from its 

territory, including those who target 

and disrupt critical infrastructure in 

NATO countries” (para 12).  
 

On the 19 July, NATO joined the ‘Five 

Eyes’ member nations (Australia, 

Canada, New Zealand, United Kingdom 

and United States), European Union and 

Japan in a media offensive accusing 

China of orchestrating a global cyber 

hacking campaign, including a large 

attack on Microsoft first disclosed in 

March and which was believed to be the 

work of hackers tied to the Chinese 

Ministry of State Security (MSS). The  

statement from NATO—its first 

criticism of Chinese hacking—called on 

China to “uphold their international 

commitments…including in 

cyberspace”. The coordinated 

statements did not attempt to set out 

any policy or sanctions to punish China 

for its alleged actions. China's foreign 

ministry spokesman said the 

accusations were “fabricated” and that 

the US forced its allies to make 

“unreasonable criticism” against it, 

adding that China opposes all forms of 

cybercrime. Less than 24 hours before 

these synchronised statements 

condemning China were released, a 

consortium of 17 media organizations 

revealed that a private Israeli 

surveillance firm had been selling 

spyware to several governments for use 

in terrorism and criminal 

investigations, some of whom then 

used it to target activists and 

journalists. There has been no censure 

of these activities by NATO officials. 
 

While Russia and China are usually 

identified by NATO officials as the main 

source of cyber threats, at least 12 

NATO member states were recently 

identified in an independent report as 

using social media to spread 

computational propaganda and 

disinformation, while two (the UK and 

United States) were shown to have high 

‘cyber troop’ (government or political 

party actors tasked with manipulating 

public opinion online) capacity. 
 

In September NATO appointed Manfred 

Boudreaux-Dehmer as its first Chief 

Information Officer, heading up IT 

procurement and cyber security. 

 

NATO Military Chief Urges Alliance to Boost 

Cyberwarfare Capabilities, Aviation Pros, 6 

October 2021 
 

Brian E. Frydenborg, NATO Is in a Cyberwar 

with Russia and Must Expand Article 5 to 

Include Cyberwarfare or Risk Losing and 

Diminishment, Small Wars Journal, 24 

September 2021  
 

NATO appoints its first chief information 

officer in cyber security push, City.am, 17 

September 2021 

https://www.reuters.com/technology/us-allies-accuse-china-global-cyber-hacking-campaign-2021-07-19/
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_185863.htm?selectedLocale=en
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-57898147
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jul/18/revealed-leak-uncovers-global-abuse-of-cyber-surveillance-weapon-nso-group-pegasus
https://demtech.oii.ox.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/127/2021/02/CyberTroop-Report20-Draft9.pdf
https://www.aviationpros.com/aircraft/defense/news/21241165/nato-military-chief-urges-alliance-to-boost-cyberwarfare-capabilities
https://www.aviationpros.com/aircraft/defense/news/21241165/nato-military-chief-urges-alliance-to-boost-cyberwarfare-capabilities
https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/nato-cyberwar-russia-and-must-expand-article-5-include-cyberwarfare-or-risk-losing-and
https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/nato-cyberwar-russia-and-must-expand-article-5-include-cyberwarfare-or-risk-losing-and
https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/nato-cyberwar-russia-and-must-expand-article-5-include-cyberwarfare-or-risk-losing-and
https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/nato-cyberwar-russia-and-must-expand-article-5-include-cyberwarfare-or-risk-losing-and
https://www.cityam.com/nato-appoints-first-chief-information-officer/
https://www.cityam.com/nato-appoints-first-chief-information-officer/
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Estonia proposes NATO-like expenditure 

rule for cybersecurity, Euractiv, 8 

September 2021 
 

Murat Caliskan and Michel Liégeois, The 

concept of ‘hybrid warfare’ undermines 

NATO’s strategic thinking: insights from 

interviews with NATO officials, Small Wars 

& Insurgencies, vol.32 no.2, 2021, pp.295-

319 
 

NPS Collaboration Keeps NATO Up To 

Speed in Cyber Security, DVIDs, 8 

September 2021 
 

Johns Hopkins University, Imperial College 

London & Georgia Institute of Technology, 

Countering disinformation: improving the 

Alliance’s digital resilience, NATO Review, 

12 August 2021 
 

NATO PA President’s statement on the 

attribution of large-scale cyber hacks to 

China, 20 July 2021 
 

John P. Mello Jr, US, NATO Accuse China of 

Massive Microsoft Hack, Tech News World, 

20 July 2021 
 

US, NATO to 'expose' China for 'malicious 

cyber activities', ABC News, 19 July 2021 
 

Statement by the North Atlantic Council in 

solidarity with those affected by recent 

malicious cyber activities including the 

Microsoft Exchange Server compromise, 

NATO Press Release, 19 July 2021 
 

The United States, Joined by Allies and 

Partners, Attributes Malicious Cyber 

Activity and Irresponsible State Behavior to 

the People’s Republic of China, White 

House Statement, 19 July 2021 
 

When Does a ‘Cyber Attack’ Demand 

Retaliation? NATO Broadens Its View, 

Defense One, 30 June 2021 
 

NATO Warns That Cyber Attacks on 

Member States Could Trigger a 

Coordinated Military Response, CPO 

Magazine, 28 June 2021 
 

NATO Adds Cyber Commitments, Potential 

Ransomware Response, GovTech, 19 June 

2021 
 

NATO soliciting industry to beef up internal 

cyber defenses, Defense News, 18 June 

2021 
 

NATO Allies Say Kinetic Response to 

Cyberattacks on Table, Security Boulevard, 

18 June 2021 

Defence Budgets, Procurement 

and Burden Sharing 
 

The burden-sharing debate has 

dominated successive NATO Summits 

(see, for, example the discussion in 

Observatory No. 48). The reluctance of 

many European member states to 

spend more on defence has been a 

major grievance of most US presidents, 

but especially former President 

Trump—although President Biden is 

expected to be just as demanding 

about military spending. 
 

The NATO Defence Ministers meeting 

in February 2021 reviewed progress 

and it was revealed that 2021 will be 

the seventh consecutive year of 

increased military spending, and that 

since 2014, European allies and Canada 

have contributed a cumulative extra 

$190 billion. Nine NATO member states 

(out of 30) are expected to spend 2% of 

GDP on defence (the NATO target), 

while 24 are expected to spend at least 

20% of investment in military 

equipment. 
 

The NATO Secretary General has been 

promoting continued invest in 

collective defence (not least to pay for 

the ambitious NATO 2030 agenda), 

while also seeking to change who pays 

for key missions. One way to achieve 

the latter would be to increase NATO’s 

relatively small common budget—

roughly $2.5 billion a year or 0.3% of 

total allied military spending; with 

much of it currently taken up in 

administrative and infrastructure costs, 

like running the Brussels 

headquarters—and use those funds to 

support missions, such as air policing 

in the Baltics or multinational battle 

group deployments along NATO’s 

eastern flank. Currently, the nation that 

deploys troops on such missions pays 

the bill. Countries like Canada, that do 

not meet the 2% spending commitment 

but participate in several NATO 

missions, would likely benefit from 

such a change in the funding 

arrangements.  

https://www.euractiv.com/section/cybersecurity/news/estonia-proposes-nato-like-expenditure-rule-for-cybersecurity/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/cybersecurity/news/estonia-proposes-nato-like-expenditure-rule-for-cybersecurity/
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/404699/nps-collaboration-keeps-nato-up-speed-cyber-security
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/404699/nps-collaboration-keeps-nato-up-speed-cyber-security
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https://www.technewsworld.com/story/87208.html
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/us-nato-expose-china-malicious-cyber-activities/story?id=78919558
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/us-nato-expose-china-malicious-cyber-activities/story?id=78919558
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_185863.htm
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/07/19/the-united-states-joined-by-allies-and-partners-attributes-malicious-cyber-activity-and-irresponsible-state-behavior-to-the-peoples-republic-of-china/
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The June 2021 NATO summit 

communiqué reiterated the alliance’s 

commitment to the 2014 Defence 

Investment Pledge, “in its entirety” 

(para 6b and 35), but “specific 

requirements for additional funding up 

to 2030 and the resource implications 

across the NATO Military Budget, the 

NATO Security Investment Programme 

and the Civil Budget”, as well as 

identifying “potential efficiency 

measures” were pushed down the road 

to be agreed at the 2022 NATO summit 

(para 7). 
 

The kicking of the common funding 

reforms can down the road will allow 

more time to create consensus for the 

Secretary General’s (or other) 

proposals. France, for example, was 

reportedly unhappy about the proposal 

to increase common funding.  
 

There are two fundamental flaws in this 

‘fairer-burden’ sharing discussion. 

First, justifying greater military 

spending when government budgets 

have already been ravaged by 

restrictions imposed to limit the spread 

of the Covid-19 pandemic is going to be 

a hard sell, especially as the burden 

may well fall on those least able to carry 

it (i.e., the evidence suggests that high 

military spending exacerbates existing 

inequalities within societies). Second, 

and the ongoing elephant in the room, 

while most European member states 

probably do not need to spend more, 

the United States certainly needs to 

spend less on the military. A cut of 10% 

in the pandemic of Pentagon spending, 

for example, would release more than 

$70 billion for other more pressing 

needs.  

 

Eugenio Cusumano & Oldrich Bures, 

Varieties of organised hypocrisy: security 

privatisation in UN, EU, and NATO crisis 

management operations, European 

Security, 2021 
 

L3Harris to Bid for NATO Airborne Warning 

System Replacement, Defense Post, 24 

September 2021 

DSEI 2021: NATO admits Next Generation 

Rotorcraft Capability could be FVL solution, 

Shephard Media, 14 September 2021 
 

‘NATO at 70: A Political Economy 

Perspective’ by Keith Hartley, Palgrave 

Macmillan, 2020, 104, $59.99 USD Hard 

Cover $44.99 USD eBook ISBN - 

13:9783030543945; Book Review by 

Binyam Solomon, Defence and Peace 

Economics, vol. 32 no.4, 2021, pp.507-508 
 

 

I will argue for a strategic 

reconsideration of one major element 

of the US defense effort—the 

commitment to NATO. I will show that 

major reforms in how the US fulfills its 

alliance commitment can save as much 

as $70 billion to $80 billion per year. 
 

Must Read: Barry R. Posen, A new 

transatlantic division of labor could save 

billions every year! Bulletin of the Atomic 

Scientists, 7 September 2021 
 

 

NATO Alliance Ground Surveillance awards 

sustainment, training support to Northrop 

Grumman, Aerotech News, 11 August 2021 
 

Eurofighter, NATO Sign €300M Contract for 

Typhoon Enhancements, Defense Post, 9 

August 2021 
 

Eight Allies reshape the logistics for 

ammunitions, NATO News Release, 16 July 

2021 
 

NATO hopes to launch new defense tech 

accelerator by 2023, Defense News, 23 

June 2021 
 

NATO launches €1bn fund to invest in war 

startups, Sifted, 22 June 2021 
 

NATO Chief Says Alliance Spending on the 

Upswing, National Defense, 15 June 2021 
 

Andrew Richter, NATO in the age of Trump: 

Alliance defense spending during the 

Trump presidency, Comparative Strategy, 

vol. 40 no.3, 2021, pp.285-304 
 

Connor McPartland, Despite COVID-19 

pandemic, NATO defense spending 

continues to rise, New Atlanticist, 11 June 

2021 
 

Defence Expenditure of NATO Countries 

(2014-2021), NATO Press Release, 11 June 

2021 
 

Ten Allies start new era in pilot training, 

NATO News Release, 9 June 2021 
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Source: Avery Koop, This is How Much NATO Countries Spend on Defense, Visual Capitalist, 23 

September 2021
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Enlargement & Partnerships 
 

NATO's ‘Open Door Policy’ is based 

upon Article 10 of the Washington 

Treaty, which states that membership 

is open to any “European State in a 

position to further the principles of this 

Treaty and to contribute to the security 

of the North Atlantic area”. Under 

NATO's partnership policies, the 

strategic objectives of NATO's partner 

relations are to: Enhance Euro-Atlantic 

and international security, peace and 

stability; ... Build confidence and 

achieve better mutual understanding, 

including about NATO's role and 

activities, in particular through 

enhanced public diplomacy. 
 

NATO summits routinely reaffirm the 

alliance’s Open Door Policy and the 

June 2021 summit communiqué did so 

again, emphasising the right of all 

states to seek their own security 

arrangements, and only NATO (and no 

third party) having a say in the 

membership process (para. 66). With 

regard to possible membership for 

Ukraine and Georgia, however, a group 

of mainly West European NATO 

countries have, since 2008, blocked 

even the path towards a Membership 

Action Plan (MAP). Aspirant countries 

are required to go through the MAP 

process, but the MAP process for both 

Georgia and Ukraine continues to be 

blocked for lack of consensus.  
 

Usually there are sessions of the NATO-

Ukraine and NATO-Georgia 

commissions on the sidelines of 

summits, but none took place this 

year—probably because these would 

have created complications for the 

separate Biden-Putin Summit. The 

United States had clearly signalled in 

advance of the NATO summit that this 

time it would not support a MAP for 

Ukraine and Georgia. The communiqué 

used identical language for both 

countries (carried forward from earlier 

summits): “We reiterate the decision 

made at the 2008 Bucharest Summit 

that [Georgia/Ukraine] will become a 

member of the Alliance with the MAP as  

an integral part of the process; we 

reaffirm all elements of that decision… 

We stand firm in our support for 

[Georgia’s/Ukraine’s] right to decide its 

own future and foreign policy course 

free from outside interference”. 

Furthermore, the two countries “should 

make full use” of the Georgia-NATO 

Commission/Ukraine-NATO 

Commission, and their respective 

Annual National Plans, which contain all 

the tools (instruments) to advance their 

membership aspirations (paras. 68 and 

69). 
 

 

 

This report provides detailed 

assessments of what might be required 

to defend five countries—Georgia, 

Ukraine, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

Finland, and Sweden—if they became 

members of NATO in the future and 

were covered by the Article 5 

commitment to mutual defence. 

Although no membership enlargement 

is imminent, these five countries are 

closer to membership than others. 

Three of these countries—Georgia, 

Ukraine, and Bosnia Herzegovina—are 

actively seeking membership. Finland 

and Sweden are not seeking 

membership and remain committed to 

nonalignment. However, there has 

been domestic discussion and analysis 

about the merits of joining and they 

have been edging closer to NATO over 

time. 
 

The analysis shows that the military 

force requirements and budget costs 

for NATO to implement a forward 

defence for some of the potential new 

members could be substantial, e.g. 

$9.5 billion in one-time costs and $3.8 

billion annually for Georgia; $32.6 

billion in one-time expenses and $13 

billion annually for Ukraine; and $6.4 

billion, with annual costs of $1.1 billion 

for Sweden.  

 

Mark F. Cancian and Adam Saxton, Future 

NATO Enlargement Force Requirements 

and Budget Costs, CSIS, September 2021 
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https://csis-website-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/publication/210908_Cancian_NATO_Enlargement_0.pdf?qgEGB6Cp83mAH9SmFMdhFA0c4IwPq39A
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Sumantra Maitra, NATO Enlargement, 

Russia, and Balance of Threat, Canadian 

Military Journal, vol. 21, No. 3, Summer 

2021 
 

Luke Coffey, NATO’s doors should remain 

open to enlargement, TRT World, 22 July 

2021 
 

Henrik Larsen, NATO in an Illiberal World: 

The case for differentiated partnerships, 

The RUSI Journal, vol.166 no.3, 2021, 

pp.84-92 

 

 

Bosnia Herzegovina 
 

Bosnia and Herzegovina became a 

member of the NATO Partnership for 

Peace programme in 2006 and was 

invited to join the Membership Action 

Plan (MAP) in 2010. However, it was 

only in 2018 that NATO Foreign 

Ministers agreed to accept the 

country’s first Annual National 

Programme—a precondition for 

activation of the MAP.  

 

NICS 2021: NATO contributes to the 

collective Security of BiH Citizens, Sarajevo 

Times, 30 September 2021 
 

BiH Security Minister meets with NATO 

Commander in Sarajevo Brigadier General 

Eric Folkestad, Sarajevo Times, 2 

September 2021 
 

NATO Secretary General discusses 

cooperation with Ministers of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, NATO News Release, 16 July 

2021 
 

Bosnia and Herzegovina requests 

international assistance in their response to 

COVID-19, NATO News Release, 9 July 2021 

 

 

Colombia 
 

Colombia has been a NATO partner 

since 2017 – the alliance’s first in Latin 

America. In recent years, NATO and 

Colombia have strengthened dialogue 

and cooperation in several areas, 

including cyber security, terrorism, the 

fight against corruption and maritime 

security. In October 2021 the two sides 

committed to deepening political 

dialogue and intensifying practical 

cooperation on good governance,  

military training, interoperability, 

demining and maritime security. 

 

NATO and Colombia conduct high-level 

staff talks, reaffirm commitment to 

partnership, NATO News Release, 4 

October 2021 
 

Deputy Secretary General meets Colombian 

Vice President and Foreign Minister, NATO 

News Release, 9 September 2021 

 

 

EU-NATO relations 
 

NATO and the EU signed a Joint 

Declaration on NATO-EU cooperation in 

July 2016. The European Council 

Conclusions of June 2018 called for 

further deepening of NATO-EU 

cooperation. And in July 2018 a new 

Brussels Joint Declaration was signed 

by the NATO Secretary General, the 

President of the European Council, and 

the President of the European 

Commission. NATO and the EU signed 

a further agreement on 10 December 

2018 to cooperate in promoting good 

governance in the defence and security 

sector. A core current debate centres 

on whether the EU should develop 

‘strategic autonomy’, and if so, 

whether this should be carried out 

independently of NATO or as a 

European pillar within the alliance. 
 

In September NATO Secretary-General 

Jens Stoltenberg said he supported EU 

plans to build a common defence policy 

but warned against any rapid reaction 

force that might duplicate allied 

operations. In the wake of the failures 

in Afghanistan, EU defence ministers 

are considering creating a “first entry 

force” of 5,000 troops. "We welcome 

more EU efforts on defence, but that 

cannot replace NATO. It should not 

duplicate NATO, because we have one 

set of forces, we have scarce 

resources," Stoltenberg told Reuters. 

 

John Pike, The Afghanistan Withdrawal’s 

Impact on the EU’s Strategic Autonomy, 

Global Risks Insights, 20 September 2021 

http://www.journal.forces.gc.ca/PDFs/CMJ231Ep35.pdf
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https://www.trtworld.com/opinion/nato-s-doors-should-remain-open-to-enlargement-48590
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https://www.sarajevotimes.com/nics-2021-nato-contributes-to-the-collective-security-of-bih-citizens/
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https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_187095.htm
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https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_187095.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_186405.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_186405.htm
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/36096/nato_eu_final_eng.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/nato-seeks-more-afghan-evacuations-vows-hold-taliban-promises-2021-09-03/
https://globalriskinsights.com/2021/09/the-afghanistan-withdrawals-impact-on-the-eus-strategic-autonomy/
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EU must step up and build defence - von der 

Leyen, BBC News, 15 September 2021 
 

Ana Palacio, European Strategic Autonomy 

After Afghanistan, Project Syndicate, 14 

September 2021 
 

NATO’s Deputy Secretary General stresses 

the importance of NATO-EU cooperation 

and complementarity, NATO News Release, 

3 September 2021 
 

EU defence force should not stretch NATO's 

resources, Stoltenberg says, Reuters, 3 

September 2021 
 

Joshua B. Spero, Transatlantic ties that bind 

Europe, The Hill, 28 August 2021 
 

The EU and NATO should build a deeper 

partnership, say MEPs, European Interest, 8 

July 2021 
 

Marta Dassù, Four ways Europeans can help 

refocus NATO, ECFR, 6 July 2021 
 

Deputy Secretary General: new ambitions 

for NATO-EU cooperation, NATO News 

Release, 29 June 2021 

 

 

Georgia 
 

A 2008 Bucharest Summit Declaration 

promised eventual NATO membership 

for Georgia—a position reiterated at 

several NATO summits since. NATO’s 

supports Georgia’s aspirations to join 

the alliance, through the NATO-Georgia 

Commission, the Annual National 

Programme, its role as an enhanced 

opportunities partner, and the 

Substantial NATO-Georgia Package. 

However, membership for Georgia 

remains unlikely while several member 

states have concerns about Georgia’s 

unresolved conflict with Russia. 

 

GD Thwarts Euro-Atlantic Path, Opposition 

Tells EU, NATO, Civil.ge, 2 September 2021 
 

David Bakradze, The U.S. Should Do More 

to Help Georgia Counter Russian 

Aggression, Newsweek, 8 August 2021 
 

Agile Spirit exercises with 2,500 NATO 

troops in Georgia end, Agenda.ge, 6 

August 2021 
 

Agile Spirit 2021: multinational military 

exercise to host 2,500 NATO allied, partner 

troops in Georgia, Agenda.ge, 21 July 2021 

What the Afghanistan Withdrawal Means for 

Georgia’s NATO Dreams, Defense One, 17 

July 2021 
 

Giorgi Menabde, NATO-Georgia: A Pause in 

the Integration Process? Eurasia Daily 

Monitor ,Volume: 18 Issue: 109, 9 July 

2021 
 

Natia Seskuria, Why the West Should Not 

Forget About Georgia, RUSI Commentary, 1 

July 2021 
 

NATO Secretary General and the Georgian 

Defence Minister discuss Summit outcomes 

and practical cooperation, NATO News 

Release, 30 June 2021 
 

U.S. Senator Rob Portman on NATO 

Membership for Georgia: ‘It is time to fulfill 

the promise made in 2008’, International 

Policy Digest, 26 June 2021 

 

 

Ghana 
 

On 6 September 2021, Ghana’s 

Defence Minister Dominic Nitiwul 

visited NATO Headquarters to discuss 

potential opportunities for cooperation 

between Ghana and NATO and to 

exchange views on current security 

challenges, according to a brief NATO 

statement. At NATO’s June 2021 

summit the alliance agreed to seek new 

relationships with countries across the 

world, including in Africa. 

 

Deputy Secretary General welcomes 

Ghanaian Defence Minister at NATO 

Headquarters, NATO News Release, 7 

September 2021 

 

 

India 
 

India is a country rarely discussed in 

any of NATO’s operational activities, 

regional dialogues or global 

partnerships. However, this is likely to 

change as NATO shifts its focus to 

emerging threats from outside NATO’s 

traditional Euro-Atlantic area, and 

especially given its growing support for 

US interests in the Asia-Pacific. Within 

such a scenario, India will be seen as a 

key country to counter-balance China’s 

and Russia’s growing influence. Indeed, 

it seems likely that India may soon be 

included in NATO’s growing strategic  
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partnership framework as a ‘Partner 

Across the Globe’.  

 

Krzysztof Iwanek, How Can India Cooperate 

With NATO? The Diplomat, 3 June 2021 

 

 

Israel 
 

Israel has been a member of NATO’s 

Mediterranean Dialogue since it was 

initiated in 1994 and is developing 

closer cooperation with the alliance. 

 

How Israel’s Defense Minister Embarrassed 

NATO Over Iran, Haaretz, 11 August 2021 
 

NATO Secretary General meets with Foreign 

Minister of Israel, NATO News Release, 12 

July 2021 

 

 

Kuwait 
 

Kuwait is a member of NATO’s Istanbul 

Cooperation Initiative (ICI), which was 

launched in June 2004 (the other three 

members are Bahrain, Qatar and UAE). 

The growing partnership between 

NATO and Kuwait is reflected in the 

latter hosting the NATO-ICI Regional 

Centre. The centre, which opened in 

January 2017, is the only presence 

NATO has in the Gulf Cooperation 

Council countries.  

 

NATO lauds ‘great cooperation’ with 

Kuwait, Kuwait Times, 25 September 2021 

 

 

Libya 
 

Libya was gripped by violence following 

the overthrow of Moammar Gadhafi 

during the 2011 NATO intervention. 

The second Libyan Civil War that 

followed (16 May 2014 – 23 October 

2020) was ended by a permanent 

ceasefire agreement. On 10 March 

2021, an interim unity government was 

formed, and a general election is slated 

for December 2021. NATO has offered 

to assist Libya with building up its 

defence and security institutions.  

 

NATO: We are dedicated to assisting Libya 

on its path to stability in terms of defense 

and security, Libyan Express, 16 June 2021 

 

Mediterranean Dialogue 
 

Initiated in 1994, the Mediterranean 

Dialogue currently has seven members: 

Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, 

Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia. This 

framework was set up to develop 

political dialogue and practical 

cooperation between the alliance and 

its partners in the region.  

 

NATO Secretary General discusses 

cooperation with the Foreign Minister of 

Egypt, NATO News Release, 12 July 2021 
 

Egypt's FM Shoukry discusses cooperation 

with NATO secretary-general, Ahram 

Online, 12 July 2021 
 

Egypt, EU, NATO discuss bilateral relations, 

exchange views on regional files, Daily 

News Egypt, 12 July 2021 
 

NATO strengthens its partnership with 

Mauritania, NATO News Release, 25 June 

2021 
 

Luke Coffey, Why NATO should build closer 

ties with the Middle East, Arab News, 25 

June 2021 

 

 

South Korea 
 

Kyung-Hyup Kim, Chairman of the 

Intelligence Committee of the National 

Assembly of the Republic of Korea 

visited NATO headquarters in July 2021 

for talks on common security 

challenges and NATO’s partnership 

with Seoul. The talks also addressed 

the situation on the Korean peninsula, 

China’s rise, as well as opportunities 

for stronger cooperation between 

NATO and the Republic of Korea, 

including in the areas of cyber defence 

and arms control. 

 

NATO welcomes stronger cooperation with 

the Republic of Korea, NATO News Release, 

22 July 2021 

 

 

Sweden 
 

NATO and Sweden actively cooperate in 

peace and security operations, and the 

country has been a major contributor to 

NATO-led operations and missions in 

the Balkans and Afghanistan. Sweden 

joined NATO’s Partnership for Peace in  

https://thediplomat.com/2021/06/how-can-india-cooperate-with-nato/
https://thediplomat.com/2021/06/how-can-india-cooperate-with-nato/
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-how-israel-s-defense-minister-embarrassed-nato-over-iran-publicly-1.10108402
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-how-israel-s-defense-minister-embarrassed-nato-over-iran-publicly-1.10108402
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/news_185780.htm?selectedLocale=en
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/news_185780.htm?selectedLocale=en
https://news.kuwaittimes.net/website/nato-lauds-great-cooperation-with-kuwait/
https://news.kuwaittimes.net/website/nato-lauds-great-cooperation-with-kuwait/
https://www.libyanexpress.com/nato-we-are-dedicated-to-assisting-libya-on-its-path-to-stability-in-terms-of-defense-and-security/
https://www.libyanexpress.com/nato-we-are-dedicated-to-assisting-libya-on-its-path-to-stability-in-terms-of-defense-and-security/
https://www.libyanexpress.com/nato-we-are-dedicated-to-assisting-libya-on-its-path-to-stability-in-terms-of-defense-and-security/
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/news_185779.htm?selectedLocale=en
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/news_185779.htm?selectedLocale=en
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/news_185779.htm?selectedLocale=en
https://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/417050/Egypt/Politics-/Egypts-FM-Shoukry-discusses-cooperation-with-NATO-.aspx
https://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/417050/Egypt/Politics-/Egypts-FM-Shoukry-discusses-cooperation-with-NATO-.aspx
https://dailynewsegypt.com/2021/07/12/egypt-eu-nato-discuss-bilateral-relations-exchange-views-on-regional-files/
https://dailynewsegypt.com/2021/07/12/egypt-eu-nato-discuss-bilateral-relations-exchange-views-on-regional-files/
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_185516.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_185516.htm
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1883376
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1883376
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_185907.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_185907.htm


22 

 

1994 and became a member of the 

Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council in 

1997. Sweden is one of five countries 

that has enhanced opportunities for 

dialogue and cooperation with NATO. 
 

Sweden has embarked on its largest 

military build-up for decades. A 

perceived threat from Russia prompted 

a bill to raise defence spending by 40% 

over the next four years to £7.2 billion 

(about 1.5% of GDP). Swedish troop 

numbers will rise from 60,000 to 

90,000 over the four-years. In addition, 

the country’s long-held principle of 

non-alignment is also coming into 

question after a majority in the Swedish 

parliament backed the option to join 

NATO.  

 

Linus Hagström, Disciplinary power: Text 

and body in the Swedish NATO debate, 

Cooperation and Conflict Vol. 56, no.2, 

2021, pp.141–162 
 

Non NATO-member Sweden rejects EU 

rapid reaction force, Euractiv, 6 September 

2021 

 

 

Ukraine 
 

Ukraine signed a partnership 

agreement with NATO in 1997 and 

launched talks on full membership in 

2005. Since 2014, in the wake of the 

Russia-Ukraine conflict, cooperation 

has intensified. In June 2020 NATO 

recognised Ukraine as an Enhanced 

Opportunities Partner. This status is 

part of NATO’s Partnership 

Interoperability Initiative, which aims to 

maintain and deepen cooperation 

between allies and partners that have 

made significant contributions to 

NATO-led operations and missions. 

Ukraine is now one of six Enhanced 

Opportunities Partners, alongside 

Australia, Finland, Georgia, Jordan and 

Sweden. Each of the partners has a 

tailor-made relationship with NATO, 

based on areas of mutual interest. A 

decision on Ukraine's membership 

Action Plan was not made at the NATO 

summit in June 2021.  

In July Ukrainian President Volodymyr 

Zelenskyy met with German President 

Frank-Walter Steinmeier and Prime 

Minister Angela Merkel to discuss the 

Minsk agreements, signed in 2015 to 

resolve the conflict in Crimea. In 

August President Zelenskyy hosted the 

Crimea Platform summit in Kyiv, 

attended by representatives from 46 

countries and international 

organisations.  

 

NATO expansion in Ukraine a 'red line' for 

Putin, Kremlin says, The Hill, 27 September 

2021 
 

Kuleba on Ukraine's path to NATO: 

“indecently long” process, Ukrinform, 23 

September 2021 
 

US, NATO, Ukraine enhance interoperability 

with Rapid Trident exercise, DVIDs, 20 

September 2021 
 

Zelensky: Without Ukraine, NATO will be 

losing and EU – weakening, Ukrinform, 10 

September 2021 
 

Adrian Hoefer, Why Ukraine must join 

NATO, Atlantic Council, 9 September 2021 
 

Ukraine's Zelenskiy Seeks Biden's Support 

on NATO, Moscow Times, 2 September 

2021 
 

Ukraine's Zelenskyy presses Biden on NATO 

membership, Deutsche Welle, 2 September 

2021 
 

“Our greatest value is our experience”: An 

interview with Ukrainian Deputy Foreign 

Minister Vasyl Bodnar, MEI.edu, 1 

September 2021 
 

Ukraine actively working to adopt NATO 

standards – Razumkov, Ukrinform, 25 

August 2021 
 

What did the Crimea Platform summit in 

Kyiv achieve? EuroTopics, 25 August 2021 
 

NATO Deputy Secretary General: Crimea is 

Ukraine, NATO News, 23 August 2021 
 

Ukraine's application to join NATO’s 

CCDCOE to be considered this fall, 

Ukrinform, 11 August 2021 
 

Coronavirus response: NATO delivers 

disinfectant to Ukraine, NATO News 

Release, 5 August 2021 
 

Matthew Mai, Why Ukraine can't join NATO, 

Washington Examiner, 31 July 2021 
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Coronavirus response: NATO and Hungary 

deliver ventilators to Ukraine, NATO News 

Release, 30 July 2021 
 

Tom Mayer, Peace Train: The Ukrainian 

conflict needs to be resolved, Colorado 

Daily, 23 July 2021 
 

Special Operations: Ukrainian Operators, 

Strategy Page, 19 July 2021 
 

Stefan Weichert and Emil Filtenborg, Are 

Russia fears holding up Ukraine's bid to 

join NATO? Euro News, 15 July 2021  
 

Scott McCann, The US isn't doing itself any 

favors by conducting military exercises in 

Europe's most tense region, Business 

Insider, 12 July 2021 
 

Nord Stream 2: Angela Merkel reassures 

Ukraine on gas transit, Deutsche Welle, 12 

July 2021 
 

Black Sea drills showcase strong NATO-

Ukraine defense ties, ABC News, 10 July 

2021 
 

Christian Mamo, The explainer: Ukraine’s 

Hungarians, NATO, and national identity, 

Emerging Europe, 8 July 2021 
 

Taras Kuzio, Looking Beyond NATO and the 

EU: The Turkish-Ukrainian Strategic 

Partnership, RUSI Commentary, 8 July 2021 
 

Deputy Secretary General welcomes 

Ukrainian Deputy Prime Minister to NATO 

Headquarters, NATO News Release, 7 July 

2021 
 

Maryna Parfenchuk, Ukrainian NATO 

membership: Realistic or a diplomatic tool?, 

New Eastern Europe, 25 June 2021 
 

Explained: Why Ukraine's entry into NATO 

will widen rift between Russia and US, First 

Post, 16 June 2021 
 

Ending the Conflict in Ukraine: A 

Negotiated Solution, Quincy Institute, 

Zoom Webinar, 15 June 2021 
 

European Strategic Dynamics and A 

Renewed Power Competition: Visions and 

Challenges for Ukraine, the Eastern 

Partnership and the EU, The Centre for 

European and Transatlantic Studies, Kyiv, 

June 2021 
 

Anatol Lievin, Ending the Threat of War in 

Ukraine: A Negotiated Solution to the 

Donbas Conflict and the Crimean Dispute, 

QUINCY PAPER NO. 6, June 2021 

NATO PA – Ukraine Informal Support Group 

for the Crimea Platform, Fact sheet, June 

2021 
 

Paul Grod, NATO must stand with Ukraine 

against Russian aggression, Atlantic 

Council, 12 June 2021 
 

NATO-Ukraine cooperation to be 

strengthened in near future – NATO special 

representative, Ukrinform, 11 June 2021 
 

Secretary General speaks with Ukrainian 

President ahead of NATO Summit, NATO 

News Release, 10 June 2021 
 

Stefanishyna: Half of NATO members in 

favor of granting MAP to Ukraine, 

Ukrinform, 9 June 2021 
 

Network reactions: How should NATO 

interpret and respond to the recent crisis 

on Ukraine’s border? ELN Commentary, 9 

June 2021 
 

Henrik B. L. Larsen, Why NATO Should Not 

Offer Ukraine and Georgia Membership 

Action Plans, War On The Rocks, 8 June 

2021 
 

Deputy Secretary General underlines NATO 

support for Ukraine, NATO News Release, 7 

June 2021 
 

Ukraine Denies Russian Claims of Covert 

NATO Weapons Shipments, US News, 3 June 

2021 
 

Ukraine has alternative for security before 

joining NATO: president, Xinhuanet, 2 June 

2021 
 

Ukraine to receive updated package of 

Partnership Goals with NATO, Interfax 

Ukraine, 29 May 2021 
 

Olena Prokopenko, Ukraine’s Fragile 

Reform Prospects amid Ongoing Russian 

Aggression, GMF Policy Brief, 28 May 2021 

 

 

Human security and NATO 
 

The human security paradigm is a 

worldview in which the focus shifts 

from the state to a ‘human–centric’ 

vision. It is a multifaceted concept that 

embraces contemporary thinking from 

peace, post-colonial and feminist 

studies, and international humanitarian 

and human rights law. The NATO 2030 

expert group report states that “In 

recent years NATO has developed a 

human security agenda aimed at  
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https://www.usnews.com/news/world-report/articles/2021-06-03/ukraine-denies-russian-claims-of-covert-nato-weapons-shipments
https://www.usnews.com/news/world-report/articles/2021-06-03/ukraine-denies-russian-claims-of-covert-nato-weapons-shipments
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/europe/2021-06/02/c_139985006.htm
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https://en.interfax.com.ua/news/general/747232.html
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https://www.nato.int/nato_static_fl2014/assets/pdf/2020/12/pdf/201201-Reflection-Group-Final-Report-Uni.pdf
https://www.nato.int/nato_static_fl2014/assets/pdf/2020/12/pdf/201201-Reflection-Group-Final-Report-Uni.pdf
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protecting civilians in armed conflict, 

countering human trafficking, 

preventing and responding to conflict-

related sexual violence. Drawing on 

lessons from experience in 

Afghanistan, it has worked to 

incorporate the human dimension of 

security (including operational, moral, 

political, and legal considerations) into 

NATO operations”.  
 

However, NATO’s approach to human 

security feels like an add-on with 

narrow interpretations rather than 

being applied as a guiding principle. 

Opinion within civil society is divided 

on whether to get behind NATO’s 

embrace of human security or call it out 

as cynical co-optation. In a NATO Watch 

response to the NATO 2030 report one 

expert concluded that there is room for 

a conversation with NATO “on what we 

believe human security and wellbeing 

to be about and which actors ought to 

be involved”. 

 

Allies and partners train to save lives during 

natural disasters, NATO News Release, 24 

September 2021 
 

Sarah Dawn Petrin, Why ‘human security’ 

matters for tomorrow’s conflicts, New 

Atlanticist, Atlantic Council, 22 July 2021 
 

Victoria Holt and Marla Keenan, An Urgent 

NATO Priority: Preparing To Protect 

Civilians, War On The Rocks, 12 July 2021 
 

Mary Kaldor, What is NATO for? Social 

Europe, 9 June 2021 

 

 

Intra-NATO conflict in the Eastern 

Mediterranean 
 

Turkey and Greece are at odds in a race 

to develop energy resources in the 

Eastern Mediterranean. The two 

countries have laid claim to 

overlapping areas, arguing they belong 

to their respective continental shelves. 

Relations between Greece and Turkey 

have deteriorated despite German-

brokered dialogue. NATO facilitated a 

military de-confliction mechanism 

between Greece and Turkey in October 

2020—including a hotline between the 

two NATO member states and the  

cancellation of specific military 

exercises—but tensions in the region 

have continued. Both sides have 

deployed warships in a show of force, 

raising fears of conflict erupting by 

accident. 

 

Emmanuel Karagiannis, The Coming Naval 

Arms Race in the Eastern Mediterranean, 

RUSI Commentary, 22 July 2021 
 

Turkey’s Erdogan, Greece’s Mitsotakis ‘to 

meet at NATO summit’, Al Jazeera, 31 May 

2021 
 

Turkey-Greece: From Maritime: 

Brinkmanship to Dialogue, ICG Europe 

Report N°263, 31 May 2021  

 

 

Military Exercises 
 

All major powers – the United States, its 

NATO allies, China and Russia – are 

conducting military exercises more 

often and on a larger scale than ever 

including in and around Europe. As 

NATO’s own website explains, military 

exercises allow it to test and validate 

“concepts, procedures, systems, and 

tactics” for use in a real theatre of war. 

NATO is also open about the fact that it 

has stepped up its own programme of 

exercises to account for a “changed 

security environment”. Similarly, 

military exercises are part of a routine 

annual effort to develop the Russian 

armed forces, and Vostok-2018 was 

larger than any of the military exercises 

of the Soviet era. The Autumn 2021 

‘exercise season’ included several key 

events, including Russia’s Zapad-2021 

and NATO’s Ramstein Alloy and Joint 

Warrior. 
 

NATO Exercise Dynamic Mariner/Joint 

Warrior Concludes In UK, NATO News 

Release, 1 October 2021 
 

Hunter Webb, ‘Disaster for NATO,’ 

Defeated by Russia Over and Over in Their 

Own Wargame Exercises, SOFREP, 29 

September 2021 
 

Video: 24 Hours on a NATO Exercise, 

Shape, 20 September 2021 
 

Exercise Joint Warrior: Nato warships 

spotted on River Clyde, The National, 17 

September 2021 
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https://d2071andvip0wj.cloudfront.net/263-turkey-greece-maritime.pdf
https://d2071andvip0wj.cloudfront.net/263-turkey-greece-maritime.pdf
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_49285.htm
https://www.businessinsider.com/russian-military-on-high-alert-prepares-biggest-war-games-in-40-years-2018-8
https://tass.com/defense/1316631
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/photos_183290.htm
https://mc.nato.int/media-centre/news/2021/nato-ships-train-in-exercise-joint-warrior-211-with-uk-queen-elizabeth-carrier-strike-group
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https://www.thenational.scot/news/19587809.nato-warships-spotted-clyde-ahead-exercise-joint-warrior/
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Key NATO and allied multinational 

military exercises, June-December 2021 
 

RAMSTEIN ALLOY 1, 2 and 3: 19-21 April, 

28-30 June and 20-22 September 2021, 

Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania 

Live exercises based on Article 5 scenarios, with 

a focus on the Air domain. Intended to promote 

interoperability, coordination and work with 

partners Finland and Sweden.  

BALTOPS 21: 1-21 June 2021, Germany and 

the Baltic Sea 

Annual US-led maritime exercise; NATO 

participants included Denmark, Estonia, France, 

Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, Netherlands and 

Poland; Partners included: Finland and Sweden  

DYNAMIC MONGOOSE 21: 28 June - 12 July 

2021, Norway  

Annual NATO exercise in the North Atlantic to 

train submarine and anti-submarine warfare for 

submarines, anti-submarine surface units and 

maritime patrol aircraft.  

BREEZE 21: 11-19 July 2021, Bulgaria  

A live exercise led by the Bulgarian Navy 

involving around 2500 people and 30 ships in 

the Black Sea, including forces from 14 NATO 

allies and partners: Albania, Belgium, Bulgaria, 

Georgia, Greece, Italy, Latvia, Poland, Romania, 

Spain, Turkey, Ukraine, UK and USA. 

DYNAMIC MARINER 21/JOINT WARRIOR 21-

2: 18 and 30 September 2021, UK 

These exercises off the coast of the UK brought 

together 20 surface ships, 2 submarines, 7 

maritime patrol aircraft and other air assets, as 

well as personnel from Belgium, Canada, France, 

Germany, Latvia, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, 

Romania, Spain, UK and USA. 

IRON WOLF II 21: 1-26 November 2021, 

Lithuania  

A Lithuanian live exercise in the land domain, 

aimed at training NATO’s enhanced Forward 

Presence and enhancing the interoperability of 

multinational forces; involving 4000 people.  

CYBER COALITION 21: 15-21 November 

2021, The Netherlands  

One of the biggest cyber defence exercises in 

the world, this NATO exercise trains and tests 

cyber defenders from across the Alliance. 

STEADFAST JACKAL 21: 30 November - 9 

December 2021, France, Italy, Turkey  

Tabletop exercise focused on the planning and 

conduct of a limited joint Non-Article 5 

operation against insurgents beyond the 

territory of the Alliance, targeting NATO in the 

land and cyber domains.  

 

Sources: Key NATO and Allied exercises in 

2021, NATO Fact Sheet, March 2021; and 

NATO Exercise Dynamic Mariner and Joint 

Warrior begins in the Atlantic, SHAPE News 

Release, 17 September 2021 
 

Dmitri Trenin, Vygaudas Ušackas and 

Graham Stacey, War Games Are No Game, 

Project Syndicate, 8 September 2021  
 

NATO ships exercise in the Black Sea, NATO 

News Release, 19 July 2021 
 

Tensions run high as NATO, Russia begin 

Black Sea manoeuvres, Emerging Europe, 5 

July 2021 
 

NATO Practicing Submarine Tracking in the 

High North: “Requires Advanced Training”, 

High North News, 30 June 2021 
 

NATO Trains Crews in Anti-Submarine 

Warfare off Norway, Sea Power Magazine, 

28 June 2021 
 

NATO forces mobilise for Exercise Sea 

Breeze, Defence Connect, 28 June 2021 
 

18 NATO and Partner Nations Conducting 

Multi-Lateral Combat Training During 

BALTOPS 50, Sea Power, 12 June 2021 
 

NATO tests its ability to reinforce Europe in 

a crisis with massive trans-Atlantic 

operation, CBC, 31 May 2021 

 

 

Missile Defence 
 

In May NATO marked the 10th 

anniversary of the agreement between 

Romania and the United States to 

establish NATO’s land-based ballistic 

missile defence system in southern 

Romania  

 

Tytti Erasto and Matt Korda, Time to factor 

missile defence into nuclear arms control 

talks, SIPRI Commentary, 30 September 

2021 
 

Sidharth Kaushal, Archer Macy and 

Alexandra Stickings, The Future of NATO’s 

Air and Missile Defence, RUSI Occasional 

Paper, July 2021 
 

C. Dale Walton, U.S.-Czech Missile Defense 

Cooperation: Alliance Politics in Action, 

Comparative Strategy, vol.40 no.3, 2021, 

pp.339-339 
 

USS Ross conducts live-fire missile test in 

NATO exercises, Space War, 4 June 2021 
 

French Aster 30 Missile Downs Sea-

Skimming Supersonic Projectile in NATO 

Exercise, Defense World, 29 May 2021 
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NATO 2030 Process 
 

The NATO 2030 initiative started at the 

NATO summit in London in December 

2019 when leaders asked Jens 

Stoltenberg to conduct a reflection 

process on how to strengthen the 

alliance. He appointed an expert group 

and their resulting report, NATO 2030: 

United for a New Era, was published in 

December 2020 (see box). During the 

NATO Defence Ministers meeting in 

February 2021, Stoltenberg further 

elaborated on these proposals (see 

NATO Watch Briefing Paper No.81). He 

has also consulted with national 

capitals, young leaders, and the NATO 

Parliamentary Assembly, among 

others. Ultimately, this process is 

expected to lead to the elaboration of a 

new Strategic Concept. At the NATO 

Summit in June 2021 (see below) the 

NATO leaders affirmed an 

extraordinarily extensive global 

mission for NATO, as developed within 

the NATO 2030 process. 
 

 

A critique of the NATO expert group 

report 
 

Concerned that the approach set out in the 

NATO expert group report will help 

entrench a systemic three bloc rivalry 

between China, Russia and NATO-EU-US, 

NATO Watch asked a group of 10 peace 

researchers to assess it. Their analysis was 

published in February 2021:  Peace 

research perspectives on NATO 2030: A 

response to the official NATO Reflection 

Group. This report argues, among other 

things that: the NATO expert group’s 

analysis of past events and future trends, 

especially in relation to Russia, arms 

control and violations of international law, 

are riddled with biases and omissions. 

Among the alternative proposals are 

strengthening dialogue and the search for 

common ground with China and Russia, de-

collectivizing the nuclear sharing policy in 

NATO and withdrawing all remaining US 

tactical nuclear weapons from Europe. 
 

 

Sara Bjerg Moller & Sten Rynning, 

Revitalizing Transatlantic Relations: NATO 

2030 and Beyond, The Washington 

Quarterly, vol.44 no.1, 2021, pp.177-197 

NATO Foreign and Defence 

Ministers Meeting, June 2021 
 

NATO Foreign and Defence ministers 

met via separate secure 

teleconferences on 1 June 2021. They 

focused on the NATO 2030 initiative 

and the upcoming Summit of NATO 

leaders on 14 June. They also discussed 

topical issues, including the way 

forward for NATO’s engagement in 

Afghanistan, and developments in 

Belarus and Ukraine. For further details, 

see NATO Watch Briefing Paper No.84, 

7 June 2021. 

 

NATO Defence Ministers endorse new 

policy on preventing and responding to 

Conflict-Related Sexual Violence (CRSV), 

NATO News Release, 2 June 2021 
 

Foreign Ministers prepare the NATO 

Summit, exchange views on NATO 2030, 

NATO News Release, 1 June 2021 
 

Foreign and Defence Ministers meet ahead 

of NATO Summit, NATO News Release, 1 

June 2021 
 

Readout of Secretary of Defense Lloyd 

Austin's Call With NATO Secretary General 

Jens Stoltenberg, US Department of 

Defense, 28 May 2021 

 

 

NATO Military Committee 
 

NATO’s 30 Chiefs of Defence (CHODs) 

met in Athens, Greece, from 17 to 19 

September for their third Military 

Committee meeting of 2021. (For 

details of the January 2021 meeting see 

here; and the May 2021 meeting see 

here). Admiral Rob Bauer, Chair of the 

Military Committee, presided over the 

closed sessions (see his opening 

remarks). 
 

According to a press statement by 

Admiral Bauer, the CHODs discussed 

“the breadth of the security challenges 

facing the Alliance”, including “the 

evolution of NATO-led operations, 

missions and activities; the increased 

use of non-traditional definitions of 

conflict, especially information warfare; 

the rise of non-state actors and their 

access to technologies normally limited 

to state entities; how future conflict will  

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/176155.htm
https://www.nato.int/nato_static_fl2014/assets/pdf/2020/12/pdf/201201-Reflection-Group-Final-Report-Uni.pdf
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https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/official_texts_68580.htm
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https://natowatch.org/newsbriefs/2021/nato-military-committee-holds-its-first-meeting-2021-us-president-speaks-nato
https://natowatch.org/newsbriefs/2021/nato-military-committee-meets-ahead-summit-adopts-gender-inclusive-language-break
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/opinions_186662.htm?selectedLocale=en
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https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/opinions_186664.htm?selectedLocale=en
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be persistent, simultaneous and 

boundless; and how the threshold 

between peace and war is increasingly 

blurred”. For further analysis see this 

NATO Watch News Brief dated 20 

September 2021. 
 

One of the Military Committee’s 

sessions focused on strategic military 

adaptation. Briefings were provided by 

NATO’s Strategic Commanders on the 

concept of Deterrence and Defence of 

the Euro-Atlantic area (DDA) and 

NATO’s Warfighting Capstone Concept 

(which “has a 20-year horizon 

warfighting perspective”). The details 

of both concept documents remain 

classified. Bauer indicated that the DDA 

“is a threat informed and 360 degrees 

approach” that is now being 

“operationalised into plans for 

peacetime, times of crisis and times of 

conflict”, including via the “revision of 

the Alliance’s Graduated Response 

Plans and the development of Regional 

Plans”.  
 

 

NATO Watch comment: Military 

conceptual decision-making remains 

one of the opaquest processes within 

NATO. It needs to become more open 

and visible, with the reasons for 

outcomes clearly outlined. This would 

enable greater accountability of the 

military decision-making within civilian 

parliaments of member states. 
 

 

During the meeting the CHODs elected 

Lieutenant General Janusz Adamczak 

from Poland as the next Director 

General of the International Military 

Staff—made up of approximately 500 

military and civilian staff who provide 

strategic and military advice and staff 

support to the Military Committee. 

Adamczak will take office in the 

summer of 2022 for a three-year term. 

 

Thirty Allied Chiefs of Defence discuss the 

changing nature of warfare, NATO News 

Release, 18 September 2021 

 

Press Statement of Chair of the Military 

Committee, Admiral Rob Bauer, Military 

Committee in Chiefs of Defence Session, 

Athens, Greece, 18 September 2021 

After Afghanistan Pullout, US Seeks NATO 

Basing, Intel Pacts, Associated Press, 18 

September 2021 
 

NATO Chiefs of Defence elect Lieutenant 

General Janusz Adamczak to be next 

Director General of the NATO’s 

International Military Staff, NATO News 

Relief, 18 September 2021 
 

Opening remarks by the Chair of the NATO 

Military Committee, Admiral Rob Bauer, 

Military Committee in Chiefs of Defence 

Session, Athens, Greece, 18 September 

2021  
 

Official country visit of the Chair of the 

NATO Committee to Greece, NATO News 

Release, 17 September 2021 
 

Chair of the NATO Military Committee visits 

Turkey, NATO News Release, 8 September 

2021 
 

Admiral Rob Bauer begins his tenure as 

Chair of the NATO Military Committee, 

NATO News Release, 25 June 2021 

 

 

NATO Parliamentary Assembly 
 

Since being formed in 1965, the NATO 

Parliamentary Assembly has provided a 

forum for parliamentarians from the 

NATO member states to promote 

debate on key security challenges, 

facilitate mutual understanding and 

support national parliamentary 

oversight of defence matters. The 

NATO Parliamentary Assembly consists 

of 269 delegates from the 30 NATO 

member states. Each delegation is 

based on the country’s size. In addition 

to delegations from NATO member 

states, delegates from associate 

countries and parliamentary observer  

delegations take part in Assembly 

activities and bring the total number of 

delegates to approximately 360. 
 

The Assembly has five Committees: the 

Committee on the Civil Dimension of 

Security; Defence and Security 

Committee; Economics and Security 

Committee; Political Committee; and 

the Science and Technology 

Committee; and eight sub-committees. 
 

The Assembly’s Declaration 460, 

adopted in November 2020, laid out  

https://natowatch.org/newsbriefs/2021/natos-military-committee-holds-its-first-post-afghanistan-meeting-will-lessons-be
https://www.act.nato.int/articles/nato-warfighting-capstone-concept-experiment-workshop
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https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/who_is_who_153541.htm
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the Assembly’s main recommendations 

on how to adapt NATO for the next 

decade. Among other things, the 

Assembly called for: 

- Reaffirming the Alliance’s 

democratic foundations; 

- Further enhancing collective 

deterrence and defence; 

- Keeping a firm stance on Russia’s 

ongoing and unacceptable violations 

of international law and norms, 

including its illegal annexation of 

Crimea, while keeping the door open 

to meaningful dialogue; 

- Developing a transatlantic strategy 

on China; 

- Continuing to address the terrorist 

threat; 

- Giving the North Atlantic Council and 

the NATO Secretary General more 

leeway to address differences among 

Allies as well as emerging threats 

and challenges; 

- Building up partnerships, including 

in the Asia-Pacific, and keeping the 

Alliance’s door open to new 

members; 

- Keeping up defence spending and 

investment in emerging and 

disruptive technologies to maintain 

NATO’s technological edge; and 

- Fully recognising the security impact 

of climate change.  

 

Annual Presidential Report 2020, NATO 

Parliamentary Assembly (n.d.) 
 

7 questions with the chair of NATO’s 

Parliamentary Assembly, Defense News, 10 

June 2021 
 

NATO PA & NATO2030, The Assembly’s 

contribution to NATO 2030 and 

recommendations for the 2021 NATO 

Summit, [n.d.] 

 

 

NATO Summit June 2021 
 

The NATO Brussels Summit took place 

on the 14 June 2021 at the NATO HQ. 

In an opening press conference on the 

11 June, the NATO Secretary General 

Jens Stoltenberg called the summit a 

“pivotal moment for our Alliance and 

for our collective security”. Only one 

session of the North Atlantic Council at  

the level of Heads of State took place, 

since most of the agenda and final 

communiqué were agreed in advance. 
 

Key features of the NATO Summit and 

Communiqué: 

- Biden called US support for NATO a 

“sacred obligation”. 

- The summit adopted three official 

texts: a Brussels Summit 

Communiqué (79 paragraphs), a 

Strengthened Resilience 

Commitment (11 paras) and a NATO 

Climate Change and Action Plan (10 

paras). 

- The NATO leaders affirmed an 

extraordinarily extensive global 

mission for NATO, as developed 

within the ‘NATO 2030 agenda’. 

- Russia is perceived to be the key 

“threat”, while China presents 

growing “systemic challenges”. 

- Further increases in military 

spending are being promoted to 

contain both China and Russia, and 

to meet other security challenges, 

despite economic shocks caused by 

the worst health pandemic in a 

century. 

- NATO bid a symbolic farewell to 

Afghanistan after nearly 20 years 

inside the country, although funding 

and remote training of Afghan forces 

was due to continue (before being 

overtaken by events). 

- While committing not to deploy land-

based nuclear missiles in Europe, 

NATO also continued to voice its 

opposition to the nuclear ban treaty. 

- The mutual defence clause (Article 5) 

was expanded to include a collective 

response to attacks on space assets 

(in addition to traditional military 

and cyber attacks).  

- The NATO leaders agreed to 

undertake an annual Climate Change 

and Security Impact Assessment, as 

well as climate adaption, mitigation 

and outreach strategies. NATO’s first 

Climate Change and Security 

Progress Report will be delivered at 

the 2022 NATO Summit. 
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- To foster increased technological 

cooperation within NATO, a civil-

military Defence Innovation 

Accelerator was launched, alongside 

a NATO Innovation Fund to support 

start-ups working on dual-use 

emerging and disruptive 

technologies. 

- Work will now begin on a new 

Strategic Concept to replace the 

2010 version. 

- NATO’s next summit will be held in 

2022 in Spain; and thereafter in 

Lithuania (date yet to be decided). 
 

For further details, see NATO Watch 
Briefing Paper No. 85, 22 June 2021 
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Nuclear Weapons  
 

NATO’s collective defence strategy is 

based on a mix of nuclear, conventional 

and missile defence capabilities. The 

alliance continues to argue that its 

nuclear arrangements are fully 

consistent with the 1968 Non-

Proliferation Treaty (NPT), while 

rejecting the 2017 Treaty on the 

Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 

(TPNW). 
 

NATO’s three nuclear-armed member 

states are clearly part of the nuclear 

proliferation problem: US spending on 

nuclear weapons is expected to climb 

by $140 billion over the next ten years, 

while the UK recently lifted the ceiling 

on its nuclear weapons arsenal. The 

NATO June 2021 summit communiqué 

contained the very welcome statement 

that “We have no intention to deploy 

land-based nuclear missiles in Europe” 

(para 26). The communiqué also 

reiterates a longstanding commitment 

“to the full implementation of the NPT 

in all its aspects” and support for “the 

ultimate goal of a world without nuclear 

weapons” (para 47), while reasserting 

that “as long as nuclear weapons exist, 

NATO will remain a nuclear alliance” 

(para 40). If the “strongest and most  

successful alliance in history” (para 2) 

is unable to break this nuclear Catch 22 

then the long-term prospects for the 

NPT are not promising. Moreover, while 

continuing to argue that its nuclear 

arrangements are “fully consistent with 

the NPT” (they are not), the 

communiqué “reiterates our 

opposition” to the TPNW as being 

“inconsistent with the alliance’s nuclear 

deterrence policy, is at odds with the 

existing non-proliferation and 

disarmament architecture, risks 

undermining the NPT, and does not 

take into account the current security 

environment”. Apart from the fact that 

the TPNW is clearly inconsistent with 

NATO’s nuclear deterrence posture, the 

rest of the arguments are very 

questionable.  

 

Despite attempting to present a united 

front about its status as a “nuclear 

alliance” cracks are becoming visible, 

with growing support for the TPNW by 

constituencies within the alliance and 

growing pressure from former world 

leaders. In September 2020, for 

example, fifty-six former presidents, 

prime ministers, foreign ministers and 

defence ministers from 20 NATO 

member states, as well as Japan and 

South Korea, issued an open letter 

calling on current leaders to join the 

TPNW. The former UN Secretary-

General Ban Ki-moon and two former 

NATO Secretaries General, Javier Solana 

and Willy Claes, were among the co-

signers. 
 

AUKUS 

In September, Australia, the United 

Kingdom and the United States 

announced a new trilateral security 

partnership called AUKUS aimed at 

containing China. Under this 

arrangement, the US and UK will share 

highly sensitive nuclear submarine 

technology with Australia. Nuclear-

powered submarines use highly 

enriched uranium, which is also used to 

make nuclear bombs and poses a 

proliferation risk. The USA, UK and 

Australia will negotiate the details of  

https://warontherocks.com/2021/06/nato-should-take-its-values-seriously/
https://warontherocks.com/2021/06/nato-should-take-its-values-seriously/
https://www.europeanleadershipnetwork.org/commentary/nato-2030-a-global-alliance-for-all-seasons-reality-or-rhetoric/
https://www.europeanleadershipnetwork.org/commentary/nato-2030-a-global-alliance-for-all-seasons-reality-or-rhetoric/
https://www.europeanleadershipnetwork.org/commentary/nato-2030-a-global-alliance-for-all-seasons-reality-or-rhetoric/
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/News/Article/Article/2648308/us-leaders-see-nato-summit-as-means-to-strengthen-trans-atlantic-ties/
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/News/Article/Article/2648308/us-leaders-see-nato-summit-as-means-to-strengthen-trans-atlantic-ties/
https://www.europeanleadershipnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/EASLG-Statement_3_6.3.21.pdf
https://www.europeanleadershipnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/EASLG-Statement_3_6.3.21.pdf
https://www.thenationalnews.com/opinion/comment/nato-s-future-hard-choices-loom-large-ahead-of-its-june-14-summit-1.1235440
https://www.thenationalnews.com/opinion/comment/nato-s-future-hard-choices-loom-large-ahead-of-its-june-14-summit-1.1235440
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_184681.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_184681.htm
https://www.icanw.org/complicit_nuclear_weapons_spending_increased_by_1_4_billion_in_2020
https://www.icanw.org/complicit_nuclear_weapons_spending_increased_by_1_4_billion_in_2020
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2021/mar/15/cap-on-trident-nuclear-warhead-stockpile-to-rise-by-more-than-40
https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/90409/05-04%20NATO%20Nuclear%20Sharing%20or%20Proliferation.pdf
https://warontherocks.com/2020/12/the-softening-rhetoric-by-nuclear-armed-states-and-nato-allies-on-the-treaty-on-the-prohibition-of-nuclear-weapons/
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/ican/pages/2165/attachments/original/1623235224/ICAN-NATO-report-final.pdf?1623235224
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/ican/pages/1712/attachments/original/1600645499/TPNW_Open_Letter_-_English.pdf


31 

 

the deal during the next 18 months, 

focusing particularly on safeguards and 

nonproliferation measures. 
 

This new agreement also resulted in a 

$90 billion contract between Australia 

and France to build up to 12 French-

designed submarines being scrapped. 

French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le 

Drian accused the USA of stabbing 

France in the back in its nuclear 

submarine deal with Australia. In 

comments to France radio, Le Drian 

said he was “angry and bitter” over what 

he sees as a breach of trust. He said, 

“This brutal, unilateral and 

unpredictable decision reminds me a 

lot of what Mr Trump used to do. This 

isn’t done between allies”. 
 

Australia’s decision to build nuclear 

submarines will isolate Australia from 

its regional neighbours who have, for 

decades, pursued a nuclear-free Pacific, 

the International Campaign to Abolish 

Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) said. While the 

Australian government and defence 

force have insisted the submarines will 

be nuclear-powered, and never nuclear-

armed, ICAN argues that a military 

nuclear reactor built in Australia was a 

“foot in the door” towards nuclear 

weapons development. “As the world is 

moving towards making these weapons 

illegal, this is the wrong direction at the 

wrong time,” Gem Romuld, Australia 

Director of ICAN, told Guardian 

Australia. 
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This paper makes the case for NATO 

allies under the nuclear umbrella to 

rethink their position regarding the 

Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 

Weapons (the TPNW). It examines the 

concerns that NATO states often raise 

concerning the TPNW, particularly 

regarding its relationship with the 

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (the 

NPT). The paper makes 

recommendations to enable NATO’s 

non-nuclear weapons states (NNWS) to 

overcome or mitigate those concerns, 

and proposes a range of bridge-

building actions to help close the 

growing gap in the international 

community between TPNW signatories 

and nuclear allies. 
 

‘Closing the NPT-TPNW Gap: What Can 

NATO Umbrella States Do?’ The 

Disarmament Working Group, in Laura Rose 

Brown and Emily Enright (eds), Emerging 

Voices Network: Contemporary 

Opportunities for the NPT, BASIC, 2021,  

pp.33-38 
 

 

Jean-Marie Collin, Susi Snyder and Tuva 

Widskjold, NATO and its nuclear policy: In 

contradiction to its own security objectives, 

Euractiv, 8 July 2021 
 

Aaron Allen, The ongoing German-Polish 

NATO nuclear sharing nexus, New Eastern 

Europe, 1 July 2021 
 

Wilfred Wan, Nuclear Escalation Strategies 

and Perceptions: The United States, the 

Russian Federation, and China, UNIDIR, 22 

June 2021 
 

NATO members set to say they won’t deploy 

land-based nukes in Europe, Air Force 

Times, 13 June 2021 
 

Support for a nuclear weapons ban is 

growing within NATO, an advocacy group 

says, New York Times, 10 June 2021 
 

Must Read: NATO: A Non-Nuclear Alliance: 

Why NATO members should join the UN Ban 

on Nuclear Weapons, ICAN Report, June 

2021 
 

Allan Behm, Extended Deterrence and 

Extended Nuclear Deterrence in a Pandemic 

World, Journal for Peace and Nuclear 

Disarmament, vol.4:sup1, 2021, pp.135-

156 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/16/france-accuses-biden-of-sinking-australia-submarine-deal
https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/what-does-aukus-deal-provide-its-participants-strategic-terms
https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/what-does-aukus-deal-provide-its-participants-strategic-terms
https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/what-does-aukus-deal-provide-its-participants-strategic-terms
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2021/sep/16/australian-nuclear-submarine-plan-wrong-direction-at-the-wrong-time-nobel-prize-winning-group-says
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2021/sep/16/australian-nuclear-submarine-plan-wrong-direction-at-the-wrong-time-nobel-prize-winning-group-says
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2021/sep/16/australian-nuclear-submarine-plan-wrong-direction-at-the-wrong-time-nobel-prize-winning-group-says
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-09-16/australia-nuclear-submarine-partnership-us-uk/100465814
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-09-16/australia-nuclear-submarine-partnership-us-uk/100465814
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-09-16/australia-nuclear-submarine-partnership-us-uk/100465814
https://warontherocks.com/2021/08/the-risks-of-an-incremental-german-exit-from-natos-nuclear-sharing-arrangement/
https://warontherocks.com/2021/08/the-risks-of-an-incremental-german-exit-from-natos-nuclear-sharing-arrangement/
https://basicint.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Final-V12.pdf
https://basicint.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Final-V12.pdf
https://basicint.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Final-V12.pdf
https://www.euractiv.com/section/defence-and-security/opinion/nato-and-its-nuclear-policy-in-contradiction-to-its-own-security-objectives/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/defence-and-security/opinion/nato-and-its-nuclear-policy-in-contradiction-to-its-own-security-objectives/
https://neweasterneurope.eu/2021/07/01/the-ongoing-german-polish-nato-nuclear-sharing-nexus/
https://neweasterneurope.eu/2021/07/01/the-ongoing-german-polish-nato-nuclear-sharing-nexus/
https://unidir.org/escalation
https://unidir.org/escalation
https://unidir.org/escalation
https://www.airforcetimes.com/global/europe/2021/06/12/nato-is-preparing-to-ban-land-based-nukes-in-europe/
https://www.airforcetimes.com/global/europe/2021/06/12/nato-is-preparing-to-ban-land-based-nukes-in-europe/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/10/world/europe/nuclear-weapons-treaty-nato.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/10/world/europe/nuclear-weapons-treaty-nato.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/10/world/europe/nuclear-weapons-treaty-nato.html
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/ican/pages/2165/attachments/original/1623235224/ICAN-NATO-report-final.pdf?1623235224
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/ican/pages/2165/attachments/original/1623235224/ICAN-NATO-report-final.pdf?1623235224
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/ican/pages/2165/attachments/original/1623235224/ICAN-NATO-report-final.pdf?1623235224
https://doi.org/10.1080/25751654.2021.1880770
https://doi.org/10.1080/25751654.2021.1880770
https://doi.org/10.1080/25751654.2021.1880770


32 

 

Foeke Postma, US Soldiers Expose Nuclear 

Weapons Secrets Via Flashcard Apps, 

Bellingcat, 28 May 2021 
 

Marina Favaro, Weapons of Mass Distortion 

A new approach to emerging technologies, 

risk reduction, and the global nuclear 

order, Centre for Science and Security 

Studies, King’s College London, May 2021 
 

 

Three decades after the end of the Cold 

War, the United States still deploys 

about 100 nuclear weapons in Europe 

under NATO’s nuclear sharing policy. 

Two of the hosting states, Germany and 

the Netherlands, are now debating the 

prospective withdrawal of these 

weapons from their territory. This 

article presents the findings of a recent 

public opinion poll in the two countries, 

where German and the Dutch citizens 

expressed their views on the US 

withdrawal. Given the changing 

political landscape in these two 

countries, public support for these 

policies is a pertinent aspect of the 

political decisions over the future of US 

nuclear weapons in Europe. 
 

Michal Smetana, Michal Onderco & Tom 

Etienne, Do Germany and the Netherlands 

want to say goodbye to US nuclear 

weapons?, Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 

vol.77, no.4, 2021, pp.215-221 
 

 

 

Operations and Missions 

 

Afghanistan 
 

Only days after the US and NATO 

military withdrew from Afghanistan, 

the Taliban took control of major cities 

and installed themselves in the 

presidential palace in Kabul. 

Uncertainty prevails, with many 

Afghans desperate to leave the country. 
 

In a televised speech on the 14 April 

President Biden had announced a 

complete US troop withdrawal from 

what he called the “forever war” in 

Afghanistan by 11 September 2021—

the 20th anniversary of the 9/11 

attacks. Following an agreement 

between the United States and the 

Taliban in February 2020 both the  

United States and NATO had been 

gradually reducing their troop 

presence. Under that process a 

deadline of 1 May 2021 had initially 

been agreed for a full troop withdrawal, 

but Biden extended it to the 11 

September 2021.  

 

Timeline: US and NATO involvement in 

Afghanistan (1979-31 August 2021) 
 

1979-1989 

Occupying Soviet forces battle loosely 

allied US-backed insurgents, many of whom 

seek competing outcomes for Afghanistan 

when the Soviet withdrawal occurs, giving 

way to civil war. 
 

1989-1996 

Civil war among Afghan warlords destroys 

the capital, Kabul, and the Taliban emerges 

as the most powerful faction. 
 

1996 

The ultraconservative Taliban (in English: 

Students, referring to the pupils of Islamic 

religious schools) seize power in 

Afghanistan. 
 

11 September 2001 

Osama bin Laden and his al-Qaida network 

attack the World Trade Centre in New York 

City and the Pentagon in Washington, DC 

using commercial aircraft, killing 2,997 

people. 
 

12 September 2001 

For the first time in its history, NATO 

invokes Article V, the mutual defence 

clause which states an attack on one ally is 

viewed as an attack on the whole alliance. 
 

21 September 2001 

The Taliban refuse to hand Osama bin 

Laden over to the US after the Bush 

administration blames him and his terror 

network for the 9/11 attacks. 
 

7 October 2001 

Then-US President George W. Bush 

announces the US-led attack on 

Afghanistan, which leads to the eventual 

toppling of the Taliban and the installation 

of Hamid Karzai as Afghan president. 
 

March 2003 

US troops enter Iraq beginning another 

lengthy military engagement in the country 

parallel to Afghanistan. 
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11 August 2003 

Amid increased violence, NATO takes over 

lead of the International Security Assistance 

Force (ISAF), which is mandated by the UN. 

The effort is the alliance’s first-ever 

commitment outside of Europe. 
 

2006 

Amid continuing fighting between Taliban 

and al-Qaida fighters and the Afghan 

government forces, NATO expands its 

peacekeeping operation to the southern 

portion of the country. After the forces take 

over from US-led troops, Taliban fighters 

launch a bloody wave of attacks against the 

international troops. 
 

2009 

President Barack Obama announces a new 

strategy for the Afghanistan war that would 

dispatch more military and civilian trainers 

to the country, in addition to the 17,000 

more combat troops he previously ordered. 

The strategy also includes assistance to 

Pakistan in its fight against militants. 
 

2010 

President Barack Obama accepts Gen. 

Stanley McChrystal’s resignation as the top 

commander in Afghanistan, over critical 

comments he made in a Rolling Stone 

article, and nominates Gen. David Petraeus, 

head of US Central Command, as his 

replacement. 
 

2011 

Responsibility for security is gradually 

transitioned from ISAF to Afghan forces. On 

2 May Barack Obama announces the death 

of Osama bin Laden in Pakistan following a 

raid by US special forces. 
 

Summer 2013 

Afghan forces take the lead for security 

operations across the country. 
 

2014-2015 

The security transition process is 

completed and Afghan forces assumed full 

security responsibility at the end of 2014, 

when the ISAF mission ends. A new, smaller 

non-combat mission (‘Resolute Support) is 

launched on 1 January 2015 to provide 

further training, advice and assistance to 

the Afghan security forces and institutions. 
 

2017 

Obama abandons plans to withdraw US 

forces by the end of his presidency and 

maintains 5,500 troops in Afghanistan 

when he leaves office. 

July 2018 

The US enters official negotiations with the 

Taliban without involving the elected 

Afghan government or NATO partners. 
 

February 2020 

The US and the Taliban sign the Doha 

Agreement in which the US promises to 

fully withdraw its troops by May 2021 and 

the Taliban commits to several conditions, 

including stopping attacks on US and 

coalition forces (but not Afghan 

government forces). 
 

September 2020 

Intra-Afghan peace talks begin in the Qatari 

capital, Doha, but soon stall. 
 

14 April 2021 

President Joe Biden tells Americans their 

country's longest war will end and US and 

NATO troops will be withdrawn by 11 

September, the 20th anniversary of the 

9/11 attacks. 
 

June 2021 

As the Taliban continues to gain control of 

several districts across the country, a US 

intelligence assessment suggests that the 

Afghan government could fall to the 

Taliban as soon as six months after US 

troops withdraw. The assessment says the 

fall of the government in Kabul could come 

earlier than previously expected. Similarly, 

the top US military commander in 

Afghanistan, General Austin Miller, warns 

that the country could fall into civil war 

after the withdrawal of US troops. Miller 

says the withdrawal is successful “from a 

military standpoint” but that the “security 

situation is not good”. 
 

2 July 2021 

US troops depart Bagram air base, the 

nexus of the country's longest war, and 

hand the base over to the Afghan 

government. Talks between the Afghan 

government and the Taliban in Doha 

continue to be deadlocked.  
 

12 July 2021  

General Miller officially steps down at a 

ceremony in Kabul and is replaced by 

General Kenneth McKenzie Jr. McKenzie 

assures those in attendance at the 

ceremony, including high-level Afghan 

officials, that the US was not abandoning 

Afghans. 
 

24 July 2021 

It is reported that the Taliban is insisting on 

a new Afghan government and the removal  
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of President Ashraf Ghani before a peace 

settlement can be reached. A new United 

Nations report says Afghanistan recorded 

over 1,600 civilian deaths in 2021 so far, a 

47 percent increase from this time last 

year. Casualties in May and June 2021 rise 

to their highest level since the UN began 

collecting these data in 2009. The report 

says anti-government forces were 

responsible for 64 percent of deaths, and 

32 percent of all casualties were children.  
 

28 July 2021 

China’s foreign minister, Wang Yi, meets a 

Taliban delegation, and  expresses China’s 

support for the role of the Taliban in 

Afghanistan’s “peaceful reconciliation and 

reconstruction”.  
 

30 July 2021 

According to the latest Special Inspector 

General for Afghanistan Reconstruction 

(SIGAR) report, at least 81 Afghan troops 

died during a 90-day Taliban offensive 

ending on 30 June that included more than 

two dozen insider attacks. The head of 

SIGAR John Sopko criticizes US military 

leaders for overlooking the Afghan 

military’s shortcomings and setting 

unrealistic goals. He says, “Don’t believe 

what you’re told by the generals or the 

ambassadors or people in the 

administration saying we’re never going to 

do this again. That’s exactly what we said 

after Vietnam: ‘We’re never going to do this 

again.’ Lo and behold, we did Iraq. And we 

did Afghanistan. We will do this again”. 
 

4 August 2021 

Amidst US and UK allegations of Taliban 

war crimes, the provincial capital Lashkar 

Gah is close to being taken by the 

insurgents.  
 

6 August 2021 

Zaranj, the capital of the Nimroz province, 

is captured by the Taliban - the first 

provincial capital to be taken by Taliban 

forces since 2016.  
 

9 August 2021 

The Taliban take the city of Aybak, the 

capital of the Afghan province of 

Samangan, marking the sixth provincial 

capital captured by the Taliban. Gains made 

by the Taliban become a source of intra-

NATO tension, with British Defence 

Secretary Ben Wallace describing the deal 

between the US and the Taliban as “rotten”. 

11 August 2021 

A US defence official admits that, in light of 

the Taliban’s rapid territorial gains, the 

insurgents could isolate Kabul in 30 days 

and seize it within 90. The official, who 

spoke to reporters anonymously, noted 

that the fall of Kabul is not “a foregone 

conclusion” and increased resistance from 

Afghan government forces could slow the 

Taliban’s momentum. The Taliban 

reportedly control over half of Afghanistan 

and had gained control of or were 

threatening to gain control of 11 provincial 

capitals. The Taliban’s seizure of Faizabad, 

the capital of the northeastern Badakhshan 

province solidifies the Taliban’s control 

over a region bordering China, Pakistan 

and Tajikistan. The Afghan Government 

announces that it will arm local groups and 

communities against the Taliban, with the 

goal of eventually incorporating them into 

the government’s forces. President Ashraf 

Ghani also removes the country’s army 

chief and visits the city of Mazar-i-Sharif to 

rally ethnic leaders and warlords who are 

traditionally opposed the Taliban. 
 

12 August 2021 

It is reported that the Biden administration 

is preparing for the eventuality that Kabul 

and the Afghan government could fall 

within 30 days, and moves thousands of 

Marines into position for a potential 

evacuation of US embassy staff and 

American nationals. The US State 

Department announces a drawdown of 

embassy personnel and urges Americans to 

leave Afghanistan as soon as possible. 

Many countries reduce their diplomatic 

staff in Afghanistan or close their missions 

altogether. Meanwhile, representatives 

from the USA, Russia, China and EU, as well 

as other countries, are in Doha, Qatar, for 

talks with the Taliban.  
 

13 August 2021 

Kandahar and Herat, two of Afghanistan’s 

largest cities, fall to the Taliban, which now 

controls half of the country’s 34 provincial 

capitals and more than two-thirds of the 

country’s territory, with the Afghan 

government retaining control of Kabul and 

Mazar-i-Sharif. Fighting is taking place in 

Logar province, 50 miles from Kabul. The 

UN requests that Afghanistan’s 

neighbouring countries keep open their 

borders to civilians fleeing the Taliban’s 

rapid takeover of the country. The UN 

estimates that more than 1,000 civilians 

were killed in the past month. 
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16-17 August 2021 

The Taliban take control of the Afghan 

presidential palace after President Ghani 

flees the country. The USA seeks to 

evacuate thousands of US personnel and 

partners from Kabul International Airport, 

which itself is overrun with thousands of 

Afghans attempting to flee. Around 6,000 

US soldiers are deployed to the airport to 

provide security and to attempt to restore 

order. Amidst the chaos, Afghans are seen 

clinging to a US Air Force plane as it 

attempts to take off.  
 

In remarks at the White House President 

Biden defends the Afghanistan withdrawal 

and blames the rapid Taliban takeover on 

the Afghan army’s unwillingness to fight. 

Biden argues that keeping troops in the 

nation was not in the best interest of the 

United States, saying, “American troops 

cannot and should not be fighting in a war 

and dying in a war that Afghan forces are 

not willing to fight for themselves”. The 

president authorizes up to $500 million to 

aid Afghan refugees and others at risk after 

the Taliban takeover. 
 

Taliban officials announce a general 

“amnesty” for Afghan government officials 

and urge women to join the government. 

Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid 

says, “We don’t want Afghanistan to be a 

battlefield anymore. From today on, war is 

over”. Although there were no major 

reports of fighting in Kabul as the Taliban 

took over, many residents stayed home, 

fearful after the insurgents emptied prisons 

and looted armouries. Despite the Taliban’s 

announcement, many women express 

dread about a return to a repressive past 

under the regime. 
 

18 August 2021 

The United Arab Emirates announces that 

former Afghanistan President Ghani and his 

family are in the country four days after 

fleeing Afghanistan during the Taliban 

takeover. The Taliban face their first street 

protests in multiple cities against the 

regime’s rise to power. In their first public 

remarks since the fall of Afghanistan’s 

government, senior Pentagon officials say 

they are now focused on evacuating all 

American citizens and as many Afghan 

allies “as possible”.   
 

19 August 2021 

On Afghanistan’s national Independence 

Day protestors gather in Kabul to 

demonstrate against the Taliban takeover.  

Taliban forces violently break up a 

gathering of around 200 people in the city. 

The International Monetary Fund 

announces that Afghanistan will no longer 

have access to IMF funds. Over $320 

million had been set to arrive in the country 

on 23 August.  
 

20 August 2021 

President Biden promises to evacuate all 

Americans from Afghanistan. He calls the 

effort “one of the largest, most difficult 

airlifts in history” and acknowledges that 

his administration did not know how many 

US citizens were still trapped in the country, 

but he estimated that 18,000 people had 

been evacuated since July. The president 

commits to rescuing Afghans who had 

supported the US during the war but says 

Americans are his top priority. The US 

reaches an agreement with the Taliban to 

allow safe passage of US citizens to Kabul 

airport. Reports also indicate that European 

forces are also engaged in attempting to 

evacuate their nationals and Afghan allies.  
 

Despite the Taliban’s earlier claims that it 

would grant amnesty to government 

officials, it is reported that the Taliban is 

hunting for Afghan security officials and 

others who worked with the USA or NATO. 

UN Human Rights High Commissioner 

Michelle Bachelet says reports of the 

Taliban carrying out summary executions 

are “credible”. 
 

Pressure begins to be applied by European 

allies on the Biden administration to extend 

the 31 August deadline for the remaining 

5,800 US troops at Kabul airport to 

withdraw from Afghanistan. With the 

Taliban warning of “consequences” if the US 

extends the deadline, CIA Director William 

Burns visits Kabul for secret talks with 

Taliban leaders.  
 

26 August 2021 

Following attacks on Kabul airport by the 

Islamic State that kill dozens of people 

including 13 US soldiers, President Biden 

vows to strike back. “We will not forgive. We 

will not forget. We will hunt you down and 

make you pay,” Biden promises. He also 

says that the evacuations and the 

withdrawal of troops from Afghanistan 

would continue as planned.  
 

29 August 2021 

Ten people, including seven children, are 

killed in a US drone strike in Kabul. A 

spokesman for the US Central Command  
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says the target of the strike was a van filled 

with explosives that the Islamic State had 

planned to use in another attack on Kabul 

airport. However, on 17 September the US 

military admits that the drone strike was a 

mistake: the driver, Zamarai Ahmadi, was 

an aid worker for a US based group and the 

vehicle was carrying water cans for his 

family.  
 

31 August 2021 

Taliban leaders declare victory in 

Afghanistan after the last US plane departs 

from Kabul around midnight. US Secretary 

of State Antony Blinken announces that the 

US embassy in Kabul will remain closed. 

President Biden declares “the war in 

Afghanistan is now over” in an address 

marking the conclusion of the 20-year war. 

However, he repeats his earlier vow 

towards the Islamic State: “We are not done 

with you yet. The United States will never 

rest. We will not forgive. We will not forget. 

We will hunt you down to the ends of the 

Earth, and you will pay the ultimate price”. 

 

 

 

The evacuation effort  
 

As many as 200 US citizens and tens of 

thousands of Afghans who worked with 

US organizations were left behind after 

a two-week evacuation effort ended. In 

his address on 31 August, President 

Biden framed the evacuation effort as 

an historical accomplishment that 

managed to evacuate more than 

120,000 people from Afghanistan. US 

Secretary of State Antony Blinken 

demanded that the Taliban make good 

on its promise to allow those with the  

necessary paperwork to leave the 

country. German Chancellor Angela 

Merkel said that at least 40,000 

vulnerable Afghans who worked with 

German organizations in Afghanistan 

remained in the country. German 

officials said the country’s evacuation 

efforts rescued only 634 people before 

official border crossings closed and 

military flights ended. Uzbekistan said 

it would allow Afghans headed to 

Germany to temporarily enter the 

country by air, though its land borders 

would remain closed. The UK was in 

talks with the Taliban in Doha, Qatar, 

about further evacuations from 

Afghanistan for British citizens and 

some Afghans. The UK defence 

secretary told members of parliament 

that between 150 and 250 people and 

their families were eligible for 

relocation.  
 

Given the rapid collapse of the Afghan 

Government, the US and NATO allies 

were scrambling to honour earlier 

commitments to their Afghan allies. In 

late June, for example, the Biden 

administration had announced that it 

would relocate thousands of Afghan 

interpreters, drivers and other 

partners, following pressure from 

lawmakers and military officials to 

expedite the process of granting 

special immigration visas.  
 

However, the first group of about 200 

Afghan interpreters being resettled 

only arrived in the USA at the end of July 

- the first of a group of 2,500 Afghans 

due to be evacuated as the Taliban 

advanced. A further 20,000 Afghans 

were still moving through the Special 

Immigrant Visas (SIV) process and at 

that time it was anticipated that these 

would be transported either to the US, 

American facilities abroad or to third 

countries (identified by the US State 

Department as Pakistan or Turkey) 

while they finished their applications. 

(Since 2008, approximately 70,000 

Afghans had been resettled in the US 

through the SIV process). NATO ally 

Turkey criticised the US plan to resettle 

Afghan allies through third countries,  
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saying the strategy would create a new 

regional migration crisis. 

 

The new Taliban-led government in 

Afghanistan 
 

The Taliban announced their interim 

government on 7 September, led by 

one of their founders Mullah 

Mohammad Hassan Akhund. Taliban 

co-founder Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar 

will be his deputy. New acting interior 

minister Sarajuddin Haqqani was head 

of the Haqqani network, a militant 

group affiliated with the Taliban which 

orchestrated some of the deadliest 

attacks during the war in Afghanistan 

and which the USA has designated as a 

terrorist organization. The Taliban also 

seized the Panjshir province, the last 

holdout in Afghanistan. 
 

Although the Pentagon said it was 

considering working with the Taliban 

against the Islamic State, most senior 

US officials and NATO member states 

remain wary of the group. The Taliban 

faces a growing economic and 

humanitarian crisis.  
 

The Taliban requested a speaking slot 

at the UN General Assembly and asked 

the body to dismiss the current Afghan 

UN Ambassador. The request is being 

considered by a credentials committee, 

but a ruling is unlikely to happen 

during the current session. So far no 

government has formally recognized 

the Taliban, but UN acceptance of the 

group’s nominee for ambassador 

would signal a shift toward 

international acceptance.  
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“The primary and defining 

characteristic of the armed conflict in 

Afghanistan over the last two decades 

has been harm to civilians caused by 

massive human rights abuses and war 

crimes by all sides. These rampant 

abuses have in turn fueled the cycle of 

conflict in numerous ways, including by 

inspiring recruitment to the 

insurgency, rendering political 

dialogue nearly impossible, and 

undermining efforts to promote 

stability through better governance. 

Successive U.S. administrations have 

largely perceived human rights more as 

an obstacle than as an essential 

component of addressing 

Afghanistan’s problems. This approach 

has been catastrophic.” 

 

Must Read: Patricia Gossman, How US-

Funded Abuses Led to Failure in 
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N. S. Venkataraman, The US And NATO 

Leave Afghanistan (And The World) At The 
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Julian Borger, Afghanistan: America’s 

‘longest war’ ends amid accusations of 
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“This shabby, half-hidden retreat by 

western forces abandons a nation to 

mayhem, civil war and terror.” 
 

The Observer view on US and Nato 

withdrawal from Afghanistan, 4 July 2021 
 

 

Paul Rogers, Afghans left to pick up the 

pieces of the West’s failed war, Open 

Democracy, 3 July 2021 
 

Bagram: Last US and Nato forces leave key 

Afghanistan base, BBC News, 2 July 2021 
 

US and NATO withdraw from an 

Afghanistan still at war: What you need to 

know, Deutsche Welle, 30 June 2021 

Hamburg: How are Afghan immigrants 

looking at NATO troop withdrawal? 

Deutsche Welle, 29 June 2021 
 

Must Read: Andrew Bacevich, Leave 

Afghanistan, But Don’t Abandon The 

Afghans, The American Conservative, 25 

June 2021 
 

NATO exit risks Afghan 'security vacuum': 

Abdullah Abdullah, Nikkei Asia, 21 June 

2021 
 

US and NATO mission to Afghanistan was a 

failure, former leader says, 9 News, 21 June 

2021 
 

Taliban Enter Key Cities in Afghanistan’s 

North After Swift Offensive, New York 

Times, 20 June 2021 
 

NATO flag lowering ceremony in 

Afghanistan cancelled after confusion over 

what it signifies, The New Arab, 19 June 

2021 
 

NATO looks to Qatar for base to train 

Afghan forces, Al-Monitor, 15 June 2021 
 

Biden heads to NATO amid friction over 

Afghanistan withdrawal, Politico, 13 June 

2021 
 

NATO leaders bid symbolic adieu to 

Afghanistan at summit, ABC News, 13 June 

2021 
 

NATO May Train Afghan Special Operators 

in Europe, Defense One, 9 June 2021 
 

Turkey offers to run Kabul airport after 

NATO's Afghan withdrawal -officials, 

Reuters, 8 June 2021 
 

NATO SecGen Defends Afghan withdrawal, 

Breaking Defense, 7 June 2021 
 

The Taliban Are Getting Stronger In 

Afghanistan As U.S. And NATO Forces Exit, 

NPR, 5 June 2021 

 

 

Iraq 
 

At the NATO Summit in Brussels in July 

2018, the NATO Mission Iraq was 

launched following a request from the 

Iraqi government. The new, non-

combat training and advisory mission 

was established in Baghdad in October 

2018. In February 2021, the NATO 

Defence Ministers agreed to scale up 

the NATO noncombat training and 

advisory mission in Iraq with thousands 

of new personnel. The NATO Secretary  
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General confirmed then that the size of 

the mission would increase from 500 

personnel to around 4,000.  
 

As was the case in Afghanistan, the 

United States operates a parallel 

deployment in Iraq of about 2,500 

troops as part of a global coalition 

supporting local security forces in their 

fight against the Islamic State. For 

years, Iraqi militias, some linked to 

Iran, have carried out periodic attacks 

on facilities housing US soldiers with 

the declared aim of expelling them 

from the country. The US sometimes 

retaliates with airstrikes. On 27 June, 

for example, US airstrikes hit targets on 

both sides of the Iraq-Syria border. The 

attacks were in response to drone 

strikes on US forces by Iran-backed 

militias.  
 

In July President Biden announced that 

the US combat mission in Iraq would 

close by the end of the year, with the 

mission shifting to advisory and 

training roles. This was a largely 

symbolic statement since US troops 

have not been involved in major 

fighting in Iraq for some time. It seems 

likely, however, that Iraqi militias will 

persist in attacking US forces, raising 

questions about the mission’s 

sustainability and whether pressure to 

terminate the deployment will grow in 

Washington. 
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Prime Minister of the Republic of Iraq visits 

NATO Headquarters, NATO News Release, 

30 June 2021 
 

Iraq Is Caught in the Middle as U.S. and Iran 

Spar on Its Soil, New York Times, 28 June 

2021 
 

Coronavirus Response: NATO and Poland 

support Iraq, NATO News Release, 10 June 

2021 

 

Kosovo 
 

Two decades after the withdrawal of 

Serbian forces, Kosovo's security is still 

guaranteed by 4,000 NATO troops, 

known as KFOR. In late September 

tensions escalated on the Serbia-

Kosovo border triggered by a dispute 

over vehicle license plates. Kosovo’s 

government deployed special police 

forces to the border crossings to 

impose a new rule of removing Serb 

license plates from cars coming into 

the country, saying that a 10-year-old 

deal had expired. Pristina said they 

were replicating what Serbia had done 

for the past decade. Protesting the new 

rule, Kosovo Serbs blocked the border 

with trucks, and people could only 

cross on foot. Serbian military jets and 

helicopters also flew close to the 

border in an apparent show of force. 

However, an agreement was reached in 

early October to deescalate tensions.  

 

KFOR enhances presence in northern 

Kosovo in support of de-escalation 

arrangement, NATO News Release, 3 

October 2021 
 

Serbs lift roadblocks in Kosovo as NATO 

moves to end car plate row, Reuters, 2 

October 2021 
 

NATO Secretary General discusses 

implementation of Kosovo de-escalation 

with EU Special Representative, NATO News 

Release, 1 October 2021ovo, Serbia reach deal to deescalate border tensions 
 

Kosovo, Serbia reach deal to deescalate 

border tensions, Associated Press, 30 

September 2021 
 

NATO steps up patrols as Kosovo-Serbia 

tensions soar, France 24, 27 September 

2021 
 

Serbian troops on heightened alert at 

Kosovo border, Al Jazeera, 26 September 

2021 
 

Govt offices in Kosovo targeted as tensions 

soar with Serbia, ABC News, 25 September 

2021 
 

New navigation equipment for civilian 

airlines set up at Pristina airport, with NATO 

support, NATO News Release, 17 

September 2021 
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Perparim Isufi, Bypassing NATO’s 

Objections, Kosovo Quietly Builds its Army, 

Balkan Insight, 13 August 2021 

 

NATO Secretary General reaffirms NATO’s 

commitment to its KFOR mission and to 

stability in the Western Balkans, NATO 

News Release, 1 July 2021 

 

 

Russia-NATO relations 
 

Relations between Russia and NATO 

have deteriorated to record post-Cold 

War lows. Both sides have competing 

explanations for this. Within the 

alliance, there remain disagreements 

about the nature of the Russian threat 

and how to respond to it. Since the 

summer of 2019 there have been no 

meetings of the NATO-Russia Council.  
 

The June 2021 NATO Summit 

reaffirmed Russia as the key “threat” to 

NATO. The communiqué, mirroring 

language from earlier summit 

declarations, describes Russia’s 

“aggressive actions” as constituting a 

threat to Euroatlantic security (para. 3). 

It then goes on to criticize in some 

detail (over seven consecutive 

paragraphs) the build-up in Russian 

weaponry, its “widespread 

disinformation campaigns”, “malicious 

cyber activities”, the 2014 annexation 

of Crimea from Ukraine, and other 

aggressive acts, before concluding that 

Moscow has “intensified its hybrid 

actions against NATO Allies and 

partners, including through proxies” 

(para. 12). In his press conference on 

14 June, NATO Secretary General Jens 

Stoltenberg said the NATO-Russia 

relationship, "is at its lowest point since 

the Cold War, and Moscow’s aggressive 

actions are a threat to our security".  
 

The NATO Secretary General also 

confirmed that the alliance remains 

committed to the so-called dual-track 

approach of defence and dialogue; 

while Stoltenberg reiterated that NATO 

remains “ready to talk” the summit 

communiqué adds the rider that this 

will only happen when Russia’s “actions 

make that possible” (para 15). Since the 

illegal annexation of Crimea, NATO has  

suspended all practical civilian and 

military cooperation with Russia, while 

leaving some channels open for 

dialogue on the situation in Ukraine 

and other matters.  
 

Prior to the summit there was 

speculation that the United States 

might commit more troops and 

equipment to Europe, but the 

communiqué does not specify any new 

arrangements. It does state, however, 

that “Until Russia demonstrates 

compliance with international law and 

its international obligations and 

responsibilities, there can be no return 

to ‘business as usual’. We will continue 

to respond to the deteriorating security 

environment by enhancing our 

deterrence and defence posture” (para. 

9). 
 

Threat perceptions of Russia are not 

held equally by all 30 NATO member 

states. At an EU Summit later in June, 

for example, European leaders 

struggled to define a common agenda 

on the relationship with Russia. 

Germany and France sought to open a 

space for EU dialogue with Putin, 

particularly on climate change, energy, 

health and the fight against terrorism 

and organised crime. However, Poland, 

the Netherlands and Latvia wanted to 

adopt a more robust line with Moscow. 
 

In the bilateral meeting between the US 

and Russian presidents in Geneva on 16 

June, two days after the NATO summit, 

it was agreed that US and Russian 

ambassadors would return to each 

other’s capitals, and officials from both 

countries would begin renewed 

dialogue in the coming months. It was 

the first meeting between Biden, new to 

his office, and Putin, who has known 

and dealt with every US president since 

Bill Clinton. It was also significant that 

a joint statement by Biden and Putin 

after the meeting reaffirmed the 

historic declaration by Ronald Reagan 

and Mikhail Gorbachev that “a nuclear 

war cannot be won and must never be 

fought”. (For transcripts of the two 

leaders’ press conferences after the  
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summit, see here and here). In advance 

of the Putin-Biden meeting a Russian 

court designated Aleksei Navalny’s 

opposition movement as an extremist 

group, paving the way for the broad 

repression of those in Navalny’s camp. 
 

Later the same month, a Russian 

warship allegedly fired warning shots at 

a British warship in the Black Sea and a 

Russian combat aircraft dropped 

bombs in its vicinity. British officials 

rejected Russian claims that warning 

shots were fired or that bombs were 

dropped, asserting that the warship 

was passing through “Ukrainian 

territorial waters in accordance with 

international law”. Russia annexed the 

Crimean Peninsula in 2014 and claims 

Crimean territorial waters as its own. 
 

One of Russia’s largest military 

exercises Zapad (West) 2021 took place 

on 10-16 September, in partnership 

with Belarussian forces. Strategic 

exercises of this type are capstone 

training events for the Russian military 

and rotate every year (since 2009) 

between Zapad (West), Vostok (East), 

Tsentr (Center) and Kavkaz (Caucasus). 

Although Zapad exercises only occur 

every four years under this rotational 

regional military posture, this iteration 

was particularly salient given the build-

up of Russian troops on Ukraine’s 

border earlier in the year, as well as the 

ongoing political crisis in Belarus. 

Zapad intermingles military training for 

regional or large-scale war, 

demonstrations of capability and 

political signalling. While Russian 

exercises often engender a sense of 

foreboding and anxiety across NATO 

member states on its borders, Zapad-

2021 was not subject to the same 

media sensationalism that 

characterized coverage in the summer 

of 2017. 
 

NATO expels 8 members of Russian 

mission in Brussels alleging they are 

intelligence officers, CNN, 6 October 2021 
 

NATO’s Big Concern from Russia’s Zapad 

Exercise: Putin’s Forces Lingering in 

Belarus, Breaking Defense, 4 October 2021 

Russia not to join NATO, Sergey Lavrov says 

during meeting with Jens Stoltenberg, Tass, 

23 September 2021 
 

Brian Whitmore, Russian-Belarusian military 

merger accelerates on NATO’s eastern 

flank, Atlantic Council, 15 September 2021 
 

Thomas Newdick, Two NATO Fighters 

Accidentally Flew Behind The Iron Curtain 

60 Years Ago Today, The Drive, 14 

September 2021 
 

Russia, Belarus Launch Massive Military 

Drills as NATO Watches, Moscow Times, 10 

September 2021 
 

Russia and Belarus formally open huge war 

games, worrying NATO, Reuters, 9 

September 2021 
 

Michael Kofman, Zapad-2021: What To 

Expect From Russia’s Strategic Military 

Exercise, War on the Rocks, 8 September 

2021 
 

NATO calls on Russia to be transparent with 

military exercises, Reuters, 3 September 

2021 
 

Elisabeth Braw, The Biden-Putin meeting: 

every little helps, ELN Commentary, 2 

September 2021 
 

Taming the Bear: Russia’s Huge Exercises 

Test NATO Resolve, CEPA, 1 September 

2021 
 

Igor Istomin, With Russian–American 

detente moving forward, is there a place for 

Europe?, ELN Commentary, 1 September 

2021 
 

Ralph Clem and Ray Finch, Crowded Skies 

and Turbulent Seas: Assessing The Full 

Scope Of NATO-Russian Military Incidents, 

War on the Rocks, 19 August 2021 
 

Andrew Monaghan, Russia Resurrected: Its 

Power and Purpose in a New Global Order, 

The RUSI Journal, vol.166 no.3, 2021, 

pp.96-98 
 

NATO chief flags Baltic tensions ahead of 

Zapad military drill, Defense News, 11 

August 2021 
 

NATO’s Agile Spirit drills in Georgia causing 

concern in Moscow — diplomat, Tass, 30 

July 2021 
 

NATO Baltic Air Policing Fighters Intercept 

Russian Aircraft Over the Baltic Sea, NATO 

Allied Air Command News Release, 30 July 

2021 
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Secretary General 
 

The search for a successor to Secretary 

General Jens Stoltenberg has begun. 

Stoltenberg, a former prime minister of 

Norway, has served in NATO’s top 

civilian post since October 2014. 

Member states extended his contract 

until September 2022, leaving little 

more than a year to install a 

replacement. Stoltenberg’s successor is 

expected to be introduced at a NATO 

leaders’ summit in Madrid in late spring 

or early summer in 2022. There is 

speculation that, after 72 years, the  
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alliance might appoint its first woman 

to the job, while others suggest that 

given the continuing face-off with 

Russia, selecting an Eastern European 

would send an important signal to 

Moscow. Based on these two 

imperatives, three names have been 

cited as prospective candidates: former 

presidents Kolinda Grabar-Kitarović of 

Croatia and Dalia Grybauskaitė of 

Lithuania; and current Estonian 

President Kersti Kaljulaid. 
 

In September, NATO Secretary General 

Jens Stoltenberg joined world leaders at 

the opening of the 76th Session of the 

UN General Assembly in New York. 

While in New York, the Secretary 

General met with UN Secretary General 

António Guterres, as well as leaders 

and officials from NATO allies, 

including Spanish Prime Minister Pedro 

Sánchez, Italian Foreign Minister Luigi 

Di Maio, UK Foreign Secretary Liz Truss, 

and US National Security Advisor Jake 

Sullivan. He also met with other leaders 

and officials including Australian Prime 

Minister Scott Morrison, Colombian 

President Iván Duque, Ghanaian 

President Nana Akufo-Addo, Ukrainian 

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, 

Russian foreign minister Sergey Lavrov, 

and Vjosa Osmani of Kosovo.  
 

With several NATO allies at odds over a 

nuclear submarine sale, Stoltenberg 

suggested that member states needed 

to focus on “the big picture” and not let 

the dispute between France and the US 

and Britain open an ongoing rift. 

During an interview on the sidelines of 

the UN General Assembly, Stoltenberg 

was also cool to the notion of 

developing a separate European 

military force and said NATO needed to 

give careful consideration to any future 

deployments to fight terrorism after 

the 20-year war in Afghanistan. 
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Space Policy 
 

While NATO owns ground-based 

infrastructure, it does not have its own 

space-based assets. Instead, it requires 

permission to access member states’ 

satellites (which make up about 65 per 

cent of the global total of around 2,000 

satellites) before they can be used. In 

June 2019 a new policy or “a common 

NATO framework” was agreed to 

“guide” the alliance’s approach to 

space. While the substance of the policy 

remains secret, the NATO Secretary 

General argued that it was “not about 

militarizing space”, but rather NATO 

playing an important role “as a forum 

to share information, increase 

interoperability, and ensure that our 

missions and operations can call on the 

support they need”. At the NATO 

Leaders’ Meeting in London in 

December 2019 space was declared as 

an operational domain alongside land, 

air and sea. This allows space to be 

used for military operations during 

times of war. 
 

At the June 2021 NATO summit, the 

communiqué expanded the use of the 

mutual defence clause to include a 

collective response to attacks in space: 

“…attacks to, from, or within space” 

could be a challenge to NATO that 

threatens “national and Euro-Atlantic 

prosperity, security, and stability, and 

could be as harmful to modern 

societies as a conventional attack. Such 

attacks could lead to the invocation of 

Article 5. A decision as to when such 

attacks would lead to the invocation of 

Article 5 would be taken by the North  

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_186847.htm?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NATO%20Update%20week%2039&utm_content=NATO%20Update%20week%2039+CID_508f41b97073224d90887e166114e011&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=NATO%20Secretary%20General%20receives%20CEPA%202021%20Transatlantic%20Leadership%20Award
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_186847.htm?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NATO%20Update%20week%2039&utm_content=NATO%20Update%20week%2039+CID_508f41b97073224d90887e166114e011&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=NATO%20Secretary%20General%20receives%20CEPA%202021%20Transatlantic%20Leadership%20Award
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_186878.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_186878.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_186878.htm
https://www.npr.org/2021/09/22/1039799959/nato-secretary-general-on-this-years-united-nations-general-assembly
https://www.npr.org/2021/09/22/1039799959/nato-secretary-general-on-this-years-united-nations-general-assembly
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2021/09/22/nato-leader-allies-need-stand-together-amid-sub-flap.html
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2021/09/22/nato-leader-allies-need-stand-together-amid-sub-flap.html
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/news_186803.htm?selectedLocale=en
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/news_186803.htm?selectedLocale=en
https://www.politico.eu/article/nato-mission-new-secretary-general-jens-stoltenberg-successor/
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Atlantic Council on a case-by-case 

basis,” (para 33).  
 

 

NATO Watch comment: Previously, 

Article 5 was only applied to more 

traditional military attacks on land, sea 

or in the air, and more recently in 

cyberspace. The extent to which NATO 

becomes an independent actor in space 

and the policy framework for 

addressing space challenges (and cyber 

warfare) are issues that should be more 

widely debated within member states’ 

parliaments and by independent 

experts in the public domain. To this 

end, NATO should publish its space 

policy documents. It may only be a 

matter of time before weaponized 

systems are deployed in orbit, so to 

prevent this NATO should see space as 

an arms control opportunity. Again, 

greater transparency in NATO’s policy-

making process in the space domain is 

essential. 
 

 

NATO Decision Portends Boost in Space 

Investment, National Defense, 12 August 

2021 
 

NATO says attack in space could trigger 

mutual defense clause, Defense News, 14 

June 2021 
 

Vivienne Machi, As NATO rolls out 2030 

agenda, will it find its place in the space 

race? Defense News, 14 June 2021 

 

 

Strategic Concept 
 

At their summit in Brussels in June 

2021, NATO leaders invited Secretary 

General Jens Stoltenberg to lead the 

process of drafting a new Strategic 

Concept, expected to be agreed at their 

next meeting in Spain in 2022. The 

current concept was published in 2010. 

The new version is expected to 

prioritise and determine responses to 

the various geographic challenges and 

threats to Euro-Atlantic security: 

principally those from Russia, China, 

and the regions to NATO’s south and 

south-east. NATO member states have 

not always agreed on the magnitude of 

these threats and challenges, or on  

what NATO’s role in dealing with them 

should be, resulting in intra-NATO 

tensions. However, the NATO 2030 

process (see above) has highlighted the 

likely direction of the next concept. 

 

Tony Lawrence and Martin Hurt, NATO’s 

New Strategic Concept. Balancing 

Responses to Multiple Threats, 

International Centre for Defence and 

Security, July 2021 

 

 

Transatlantic Cooperation 
 

At a keynote speech in October 2021 in 

Washington the NATO Secretary 

General highlighted the importance of 

transatlantic cooperation. The 

Secretary General said: “The need for 

transatlantic unity is greater today than 

at any time since the end of the Cold 

War”. “We must always take our 

differences seriously and address 

them, but they do not change the big 

picture: the importance of Europe and 

North America standing together in 

NATO”, he added. 
 

The change of the US administration as 

well as the socio-political implications 

of the coronavirus pandemic have 

redefined transatlantic policy dialogues 

and created new priorities, such as calls 

for increased cooperation around 

climate change and common values. 

Recent surveys by the Pew Research 

Center in 11 countries representing all 

corners of the transatlantic community 

(Canada, France, Germany, Italy, the 

Netherlands, Poland, Spain, Sweden, 

Turkey, UK and USA) were published in 

Transatlantic Trends 2021. Divided 

into five chapters, it provides a detailed 

picture of transatlantic public opinion 

on core and contemporary issues: the 

transatlantic relationship; international 

security and defence; trade, economic, 

and technology policies; relations with 

China; and global challenges. 
 

Most respondents across the 10 

member states saw the political and 

military alliance in a positive light. 

Moreover, positive views of NATO were 

at or near all-time highs across several  

https://www.nationaldefensemagazine.org/articles/2021/8/12/nato-decision-portends-boost-in-space-investment
https://www.nationaldefensemagazine.org/articles/2021/8/12/nato-decision-portends-boost-in-space-investment
https://www.defensenews.com/smr/nato-priorities/2021/06/14/nato-says-attack-in-space-could-trigger-mutual-defense-clause/
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https://www.defensenews.com/smr/nato-priorities/2021/06/14/as-nato-rolls-out-2030-agenda-will-it-find-its-place-in-the-space-race/
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https://icds.ee/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/ICDS-Analysis_New-Strategic-Concept_Martin-Hurt-and-Tony-Lawrence_July-2021.pdf
https://icds.ee/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/ICDS-Analysis_New-Strategic-Concept_Martin-Hurt-and-Tony-Lawrence_July-2021.pdf
https://icds.ee/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/ICDS-Analysis_New-Strategic-Concept_Martin-Hurt-and-Tony-Lawrence_July-2021.pdf
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_187138.htm
https://www.gmfus.org/file/30996/download
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member states. Opinions among 

Americans were at 61% favourable, the 

same as the overall median across the 

NATO states surveyed. In nine of the 

nations surveyed in 2021, about half or 

more held a favourable opinion of the 

alliance. Two-thirds or more of adults in 

Italy, the Netherlands and Canada had 

a positive opinion of NATO, along with 

about six-in-ten or more in the UK, the 

USA, Belgium and Germany. But in 

Greece, only 38% saw NATO favourably. 
 

 
 

Secretary General stresses the importance 

of Europe and North America standing 

together in NATO, NATO News Release, 6 

October 2021 
 

New Threats To NATO, Demand Old 

Solution: Unity, Stoltenberg Says, Eurasia 

Review, 6 October 2021 
 

Federica Fazio and Nicolas Adams, How to 

ensure Afghanistan isn’t the graveyard of 

European defense, Atlantic Council, 1 

October 2021 
 

Timothy Hopper, This Is Not the Joe Biden 

Europe Was Hoping For, Geopolitical 

Monitor, 30 September 2021 

Gil Barndollar and Natalie Armbruster, 

AUKUS Reveals How America and Europe 

are Drifting Apart, National Interest, 25 

September 2021 
 

James Carden, How AUKUS may damage 

NATO, Asia Times, 23 September 2021  
 

NATO continues to be seen in a favorable 

light by people in member states, Pew 

Research Center, 10 June 2021 
 

Transatlantic Trends 2021, Bertelsmann 

Foundation and The German Marshall Fund, 

7 June 2021 

 

 

Transparency and Accountability 
 

NATO decision-making suffers from a 

democratic deficit. Transparency 

weaknesses in NATO include a lack of 

basic organizational information, 

making it hard to know even who’s 

involved; a lack of information about 

what the committees and working 

groups are doing as they develop the 

commitments for leaders to endorse; 

and weak measurement about how the 

member states are doing in fulfilling 

their commitments. In general, the 

process of policy formulation—the 

discussions, debates, arguments, 

meetings, research, back-and-forth—

largely remains out of view and behind 

closed doors. Even when the NATO 

policy development process moves to 

an agreed course of action across the 

alliance, the default position remains to 

withhold information—largely because 

of NATO’s long-standing secrecy and 

classification rules.  
 

Despite this democratic deficit, the 

issue of transparency and 

accountability in NATO is largely a non-

issue, as indicated by the scant 

literature on the topic and its omission 

from the NATO 2030 process. At the 

June 2021 NATO summit the member 

states made a commitment to 

“strengthen public communication as 

part of our overall approach”, but with 

no mention of improving transparency 

or of making the process more 

inclusive, except for a pledge to 

integrate gender perspectives. 

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_187138.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_187138.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_187138.htm
https://www.eurasiareview.com/06102021-new-threats-to-nato-demand-old-solution-unity-stoltenberg-says/
https://www.eurasiareview.com/06102021-new-threats-to-nato-demand-old-solution-unity-stoltenberg-says/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/how-to-ensure-afghanistan-isnt-the-graveyard-of-european-defense/
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https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/this-is-not-the-joe-biden-europe-was-hoping-for/
ttps://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/aukus-reveals-how-america-and-europe-are-drifting-apart-194481
ttps://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/aukus-reveals-how-america-and-europe-are-drifting-apart-194481
https://asiatimes.com/2021/09/how-aukus-may-damage-nato/
https://asiatimes.com/2021/09/how-aukus-may-damage-nato/
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Secrecy should not be the norm in Right of 

Access to Information in the Defence 

Sector, Transparency International 

Factsheet: Access to Information, 

September 2021 
 

IBAN goes virtual for meeting on Annual 

Activity Report, NATO News Release, 24 

September 2021 
 

David Barno and Nora Bensahel, Fixing 

Oversight of Special Operations Forces, War 

on the Rocks, 15 June 2021 
 

Danny Sjursen, Where Have You Gone 

Daniel Ellsberg? Nowhere. – 50 Years of 

Courage in an Era of Apathy, Anti-war.com, 

14 June 2021 

 

 

Women, Peace and Security 
 

NATO first published an action plan in 

2007 to advance the Women, Peace and 

Security agenda. In July 2018 a new 

NATO/EAPC Policy and Action Plan was 

agreed at the NATO Summit, and in 

September 2018 the plan was made 

public. In January 2020 NATO adopted 

its first policy on preventing and  

responding to sexual exploitation and 

abuse. The policy, which applies to all 

NATO personnel, sets out a zero-

tolerance approach. 
 

In a video keynote address at the 

Women Political Leaders Summit on 21 

June 2021, NATO’s Secretary General 

stressed the importance of gender 

equality to NATO’s mission. “The best 

way to protect our security and way of 

life is to stand united and draw on all of 

the talents that our societies have to 

offer”, Stoltenberg said. “Gender 

equality is not only the right thing to 

do, but also the smart thing to do”.  
 

NATO Secretary General: Gender Equality is 

the smart thing to do, NATO News Release, 

22 June 2021 
 

Deputy Secretary General inaugurates 

Jordan’s Military Women’s Training Centre, 

NATO News Release, 11 June 2021 
 

Netherlands passes NATO Committee on 

Gender Perspectives Chair position to 

Portugal, NATO News Release, 10 June 

2021 
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Security News from 

NATO Member States: 

 

Albania 
 

 

There is too much finger pointing and 

not enough hand-raising for humanity. 

The founding principle of NATO is that 

an attack on one is an attack on all. So, 

too, should a humanitarian challenge 

as big as the NATO is leaving behind in 

Afghanistan be embraced by all. 
 

Edi Rama, Prime Minister of Albania 
 

NATO's Responsibility to Save Afghans, 

Project Syndicate, 30 August 2021 
 

 

Belgium 
 

In late September, the Belgian frigate 

Leopold I was rejected for participation 

in a NATO exercise because the crew 

were under-trained. The ship was due 

to take part in the joint naval exercise 

‘Joint Warrior’.  

 

Belgian warship excluded from NATO 

exercise because crew are under-trained, 

Brussels Times, 2 October 2021 

 

Canada 
 

In September Justin Trudeau won a 

third term as Canada’s prime minister, 

with his Liberal party capturing the 

most seats in the snap election, a result 

he called a “clear mandate” to get the 

country through the pandemic. 

However, Trudeau will lead another 

minority government, meaning he will 

once again need to work with other 

parties to pass legislation. 
 

Previously, Trudeau’s administration 

embraced a feminist foreign policy—

key components were the Feminist 

International Assistance Policy; the 

Women, Peace and Security National 

Action Plan; the 'progressive' trade 

agenda; and the Defence Policy (Strong, 

Secure, Engaged). In April 2021, the 

government released what they framed 

as a feminist federal budget, although 

it included a commitment to spend $95  

billion on 15 Surface Combatant 

vessels and 88 fighter jets (the cost of 

the latter is estimated at $76.8 billion). 

The full life-cycle cost of these weapons 

designed for US and NATO-led 

missions, is expected to exceed $350 

billion. More than 100 authors, 

academics and celebrities have urged 

Trudeau to scrap the new fighter jets. 

Canada's stated rationale for buying 

the jets is that: "A modern fighter jet 

fleet is essential for defending Canada 

and Canadian sovereignty and 

contribute to our NORAD and NATO 

commitments, now and in the future". 

The new fighter jet is expected to be 

selected early next year. 
 

The Canadian Voice of Women for 

(VOW) Peace, Canada’s oldest national 

feminist peace organisation, has called 

on the federal government to sign the 

nuclear ban treaty and release a 

feminist foreign policy. 

 

Ian Paterson, Canada Needs Greater 

Capacity in Domestic Cybersecurity, CIGI 

Commentary, 1 October 2021 
 

Matthew Bondy, Excluded from AUKUS? 

Canada Should Seek to Invite Itself Aboard, 

CIGI Commentary, 30 September 2021 
 

Scott Taylor, Rethinking NATO amid furor 

over submarine pact, Saltwire, 28 

September 2021 
 

Kent Roach, Reimagining a Canadian 

National Security Strategy, No.1: Ensuring 

Democracy while Protecting Canadian 

National Security, CIGI, September 2021  
 

Wesley Wark, A National Security Reset 

Requires Collaboration — and Political Will, 

CIGI Commentary, 24 September 2021 
 

 

Working at the multinational Regional 

Command (South) headquarters at 

Kandahar Airfield, I came to see NATO as 

a dysfunctional Cold War relic divorced 

from Canadian interests and values.….. 

Rather than commit itself to more NATO 

misadventures, Canada should recommit 

itself to UN peacekeeping. 
 

Scott Costen, To avoid another 

Afghanistan, Canada must leave NATO, The 

Star, 31 August 2021 
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http://worldbeyondwar.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Uncovering-the-True-Cost-of-88-New-Fighter-Jets-Report.pdf
https://www.hilltimes.com/2021/03/18/288808/288808
https://www.foreignpolicy.ca/nonewfighterjets
http://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/services/procurement/fighter-jets/future-fighter-capability-project.html
http://pbicanada.org/2021/06/23/response-to-mp-paul-manlys-questions-about-the-timing-of-canadas-planned-fighter-jet-purchase/
https://vowpeace.org/canadian-voice-of-women-for-peace-call-on-the-federal-government-to-sign-the-treaty-on-the-prohibition-of-nuclear-weapons-and-release-a-feminist-foreign-policy/
https://www.cigionline.org/articles/canada-needs-greater-capacity-in-domestic-cybersecurity/?utm_source=cigi_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=new-cigi-series-reimagines-canadas-national-security-strategy
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https://www.cigionline.org/articles/excluded-from-aukus-canada-should-invite-itself-aboard/?utm_source=cigi_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=new-cigi-series-reimagines-canadas-national-security-strategy
https://www.cigionline.org/articles/excluded-from-aukus-canada-should-invite-itself-aboard/?utm_source=cigi_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=new-cigi-series-reimagines-canadas-national-security-strategy
https://www.saltwire.com/atlantic-canada/opinion/on-target-rethinking-nato-amid-furor-over-submarine-pact-100639200/
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Experts call for an overhaul of Canada's 

national security policy to cope with an 

'angry' world, CBC, 22 September 2021 
 

 

 
Joseph T. Jockel and Joel J. Sokolsky, 

Canada in NATO, 1949–2019, McGill-

Queen’s University Press, 2021 - The first 

account of Canada’s military and 

diplomatic participation in NATO over its 

first seventy years. 
 

Canadian Studies Professor’s New Book 

Analyzes Canada’s Involvement in NATO, St 

Lawrence University, 20 September 2021 
 

 

Robert Mazzolin, In a Data-Driven World, 

Canada’s Approach to National Security 

Must Evolve, CIGI Commentary, 17 

September 2021 
 

Aaron Shull, It’s Been 20 Years Since 9/11: 

Canada Needs a New National Security 

Policy, CIGI Commentary, 10 September  

Must Read: Stephen Maher, Canada's 

Afghanistan failure, 17 August 2021 
 

The Saturday Debate: Does Canada need to 

buy new fighter jets? Toronto Star, 14 

August 2021 
 

No credible evidence: Canada’s flawed 

analysis of arms exports to Saudi Arabia, 

Amnesty International and Project 

Ploughshares, August 2021 

Canada to send special forces to 

Afghanistan to close embassy in Kabul, 

official says, CNBC, 12 August 2021 
 

Greg Fyffe, On the Consequences of 

Sharing Classified Material with the House 

of Commons, CIGI Commentary, 6 August 

2021 
 

Will Greaves, What Would It Mean to Treat 

Climate as a Security Threat? CIGI 

Commentary, 4 August 2021 
 

Brent Patterson, Lockheed Martin and 

Boeing have the edge for Canada's new 

fighter jet purchase, Rabble.ca, 21 July 

2021 
 

Trudeau urged to scrap purchase of 

'useless' fighter jets as Canada faces 

threats from pandemics and climate 

change, Ottawa Citizen, 14 July 2021 
 

Defence Minister Sajjan participates in 

virtual NATO Defence Ministers’ Meeting, 

Canada DoD News Release, 1 June 2021 

 

Czech Republic 
 

The last 12 Czech soldiers stationed in 

Afghanistan as part of the NATO 

Resolute Support Mission returned 

home at the end of June, thus ending 

the longest operational deployment in 

Czech Army history. In total, some 

11,500 Czech soldiers took part in the 

mission, some repeatedly, while 14 

Czech soldiers died during tours of 

duty in Afghanistan. 

 

Tens of thousands attend NATO Days 

celebrations in Ostrava, Expats.Cz, 19 

September 2021 
 

Czech president: NATO's failure in 

Afghanistan puts its legitimacy in question, 

EuroNews, 18 August 2021 
 

NATO’s Afghanistan mission: longest 

deployment in Czech Army history ends, 

Radio Prague International, 1 July 2021 

 

Denmark 
 

In late May it was reported that the 

Danish Defence Intelligence Service 

(Forsvarets Efterretningstjeneste) had 

cooperated with the US National 

Security Agency to enable spying on 

several European partners and close  
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allies, including Germany, Sweden and 

Norway. 

 

Amelie Theussen, Why did Denmark help 

the US spy on its European allies? The 

Conversation, 8 June 2021 
 

Transparency key in Danish-US wiretapping 

affair, NATO chief says, Daily Sabah, 3 June 

2021 
 

Denmark helped US spy on Angela Merkel 

and European allies – report, The Guardian, 

31 May 2021 

 

Estonia 
 

The Estonian Defense Forces (EDF) have 

pledged nearly 300 personnel towards 

NATO's readiness project, including the 

utilization of 80 special forces soldiers.  

 

Russian plane enters NATO member 

Estonia's airspace for 6th time this year, 

NBC News, 23 September 2021 
 

EDF pledges 280 personnel to NATO 

readiness initiatives, ERR News, 25 July 

2021 
 

US Special Forces operating in Estonia at 

higher level than ever before, ERR News, 18 

June 2021 

 

France 
 

In July French President Emmanuel 

Macron said that France owed “a debt” 

to French Polynesia over nuclear tests 

conducted in the South Pacific territory 

between 1966 and 1996, but stopped 

short of apologising. “I want truth and 

transparency”, Macron said in a speech 

to Polynesian officials during his first 

official trip to the territory, adding that 

there should be better compensation 

for victims of the tests. However, the 

French High Commissioner in Tahiti 

rejected a request for peaceful anti-

nuclear protest for Macron’s arrival in 

French Polynesia. 
 

On 17 September France recalled its 

ambassadors to the US and Australia 

after "a stab in the back" as Canberra 

decided to rip up a submarine deal with 

Paris under the guise of AUKUS, a newly 

formed trilateral security partnership 

between the US, UK, and Australia. The 

commercial dispute has quickly  

morphed into a crisis of trust between 

Western allies. Calling the behaviour 

“unacceptable between allies and 

partners”, French Foreign Minister Jean-

Yves Le Drian said the decision to 

return diplomats to Paris was made by 

President Emanuel Macron.  
 

In October France and Greece 

announced a defence and security deal 

worth around 3 billion euros ($3.5 

billion), which includes the Greek 

purchase of three French warships. 

 

France and Greece hedge their bets with a 

new defence pact, New Economist, 2 

October 2021 
 

French opposition reopens NATO exit 

debate after AUKUS submarine row, 

Euractiv, 27 September 2021 
 

Sumantra Maitra, Paris Ponders a Path 

Forward in the Shadow of AUKUS, National 

Interest, 26 September 2021 
 

Wang Shuo, Will France play ‘NATO 

withdrawal’ card after being stabbed in the 

back by US? Global Times, 23 September 

2021 
 

Macron Takes on U.S., a Big Gamble Even 

for a Bold Risk-Taker, New York Times, 20 

September 2021 
 

Cui Hongjian, US-France tussle over AUKUS 

upsetting NATO, Europe, Global Times, 19 

September 2021 
 

Alexandra de Hoop Scheffer and Martin 

Quencez, The New AUKUS Alliance Is Yet 

Another Transatlantic Crisis for France, 

GMF Insight, 17 September 2021 
 

Barbara Kunz, Paris and Berlin: still no 

strategic convergence, while the big 

questions return, The Norwegian Atlantic 

Committee, Security Policy Library  2-2021 
 

Macron says European defense autonomy 

and NATO membership are compatible, 

WHBL, 18 June 2021 
 

NSPA to support Takuba Task Force in Mali, 

NATO News Release, 17 June 2021 
 

Delphine Deschaux-Dutard, France, 

Germany and NATO: an ambiguous two-

step dance, Fondation pour la Recherche 

Strategique, NATO Briefs Series No.1, 10 

June 2021 
 

Ahead of NATO summit, France urges 

Europe to muscle up, Politico, 1 June 2021 

https://theconversation.com/why-did-denmark-help-the-us-spy-on-its-european-allies-161959
https://theconversation.com/why-did-denmark-help-the-us-spy-on-its-european-allies-161959
https://www.dailysabah.com/world/europe/transparency-key-in-danish-us-wiretapping-affair-nato-chief-says
https://www.dailysabah.com/world/europe/transparency-key-in-danish-us-wiretapping-affair-nato-chief-says
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/may/31/denmark-helped-us-spy-on-angela-merkel-and-european-allies-report
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/may/31/denmark-helped-us-spy-on-angela-merkel-and-european-allies-report
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/russian-plane-enters-nato-member-estonia-s-airspace-6th-time-n1279941
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/russian-plane-enters-nato-member-estonia-s-airspace-6th-time-n1279941
https://news.err.ee/1608288351/edf-pledges-280-personnel-to-nato-readiness-initiatives
https://news.err.ee/1608288351/edf-pledges-280-personnel-to-nato-readiness-initiatives
https://news.err.ee/1608251343/us-special-forces-operating-in-estonia-at-higher-level-than-ever-before
https://news.err.ee/1608251343/us-special-forces-operating-in-estonia-at-higher-level-than-ever-before
https://www.france24.com/en/asia-pacific/20210728-without-apologising-macron-says-paris-owes-debt-to-french-polynesia-over-nuclear-tests
https://twitter.com/TimMilesWright/status/1419829901113311232?s=20
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/17/world/europe/france-ambassador-recall-us-australia.html
https://www.economist.com/europe/2021/10/02/france-and-greece-hedge-their-bets-with-a-new-defence-pact
https://www.economist.com/europe/2021/10/02/france-and-greece-hedge-their-bets-with-a-new-defence-pact
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/short_news/french-opposition-reopens-nato-exit-debate-after-aukus-submarine-row/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/short_news/french-opposition-reopens-nato-exit-debate-after-aukus-submarine-row/
https://nationalinterest.org/feature/paris-ponders-path-forward-shadow-aukus-194352
https://nationalinterest.org/feature/paris-ponders-path-forward-shadow-aukus-194352
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202109/1234928.shtml
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202109/1234928.shtml
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202109/1234928.shtml
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/20/world/europe/macron-us-submarine-australia.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/20/world/europe/macron-us-submarine-australia.html
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202109/1234653.shtml
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202109/1234653.shtml
https://www.gmfus.org/news/new-aukus-alliance-yet-another-transatlantic-crisis-france?
https://www.gmfus.org/news/new-aukus-alliance-yet-another-transatlantic-crisis-france?
https://s3.eu-north-1.amazonaws.com/atlanterhavskomiteen/images/Security-Policy-Library-2-2021-final.pdf
https://s3.eu-north-1.amazonaws.com/atlanterhavskomiteen/images/Security-Policy-Library-2-2021-final.pdf
https://s3.eu-north-1.amazonaws.com/atlanterhavskomiteen/images/Security-Policy-Library-2-2021-final.pdf
https://whbl.com/2021/06/18/macron-says-european-defense-autonomy-and-nato-membership-are-compatible/
https://whbl.com/2021/06/18/macron-says-european-defense-autonomy-and-nato-membership-are-compatible/
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_185374.htm
https://www.frstrategie.org/sites/default/files/documents/publications/nato-briefs-series/012021.pdf
https://www.frstrategie.org/sites/default/files/documents/publications/nato-briefs-series/012021.pdf
https://www.frstrategie.org/sites/default/files/documents/publications/nato-briefs-series/012021.pdf
https://www.politico.eu/article/nato-summit-france-europe-florence-parly-defense/
https://www.politico.eu/article/nato-summit-france-europe-florence-parly-defense/


54 

 

Germany  
 

Federal elections were held in Germany 

on 26 September 2021 to elect the 

members of the 20th Bundestag. The 

centre-left Social Democrats won the 

election, and the Greens and liberals 

have agreed to start exploratory 

coalition talks with them about forming 

the next government. 
 

In July then German Chancellor Angela 

Merkel met with President Biden and 

Vice President Kamala Harris in her last 

visit to the United States as Chancellor 

after 16 years in power. The Nord 

Stream 2 project, relations with China 

and suspending patent protections for 

vaccines were discussed. 
 

In June Defence Minister Annegret 

Kramp-Karrenbauer said in a statement 

that Germany’s elite KSK special forces 

unit is to survive despite a series of far-

right incidents that had prompted calls 

for it to be disbanded. The unit will 

continue to exist because reforms 

started a year ago when the scandal 

broke were yielding results, the 

Defence Minister said. Established in 

1996, the KSK’s reputation was 

tarnished in 2003 when its then-

commander was forced into early 

retirement after he was accused of 

being close to far-right extremists – 

links that have continued to dog the 

unit’s reputation. 
 

Also in June Germany recalled a platoon 

from NATO’s Enhanced Forward 

Presence mission in Lithuania after 

reports emerged of troops engaging in 

racist and anti-Semitic behaviour, as 

well as sexual assault. The allegations 

were first published by Der Spiegel 

news magazine. Announcing the 

decision on Twitter, the German 

Defence Minister said the misconduct 

would be "punished with all severity". 

Four German soldiers were initially 

withdrawn as part of the investigation. 
 

In July four activists were arrested while 

trying to dig a tunnel under the fence 

of Germany’s Büchel Air Force Base, 

which houses 20 US nuclear weapons.  

They were released without any 

charges. 

 

Pat Elder, The U.S army has contaminated 

groundwater and surface water at US Army 

Garrison–Ansbach, Germany, WILPF US, 12 

September 2021 
 

Peter Suciu, Despite NATO Pressure, 

German Defense Budget Has Failed to 

Increase, National Interest, 17 August 2021 
 

Germany's Left party plans to scrap NATO, 

end troop deployments, Deutsche Welle, 20 

June 2021 
 

Germany Recalls Platoon on NATO Mission 

Over Sexual Assault and Racism Claims, 

New York Times, 17 June 2021 
 

Germany withdraws platoon from Nato 

mission in Lithuania, BBC News, 16 June 

2021 
 

German special forces unit to survive far-

right scandal, KFGO, 15 June 2021 
 

Ball in Moscow's court to improve ties with 

NATO, says Germany, Reuters, 1 June 2021 

 

Greece 
 

In October France and Greece signed a 

defence and security deal worth around 

3 billion euros, which includes the 

Greek purchase of three French 

warships. President Emmanuel Macron 

hailed the accord as a major boost for 

the EU's defence ambitions. The 

memorandum of understanding for the 

purchase of the Belharra frigates was 

agreed less than two weeks after the 

AUKUS agreement led to the 

cancellation by Australia of a contract 

to buy French submarines. Macron said 

the arms sale was part of a deeper 

"strategic partnership" between the two 

countries to defend their shared 

interests in the Mediterranean. 
 

Amid rising tensions with neighbouring 

Turkey, Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos 

Mitsotakis insisted that "[his country 

does] not intend to enter into an arms 

race with Turkey," but noted that he 

"cannot ignore" that Greece lives "in a 

very complicated neighborhood". "I'm 

always reaching out a hand of 

friendship to Turkey," Mitsotakis said 

during a Democracy Forum conference  
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in Athens. "We have big differences on 

many issues, but there should be a way 

to solve these differences through 

dialogue". 

 

AUKUS Undermines NATO, Brings France 

Closer to Greece, Cyprus, Greek Reporter, 

4 October 2021 
 

Greece Signs Mutual Defense Treaty With 

France as Tensions Rise With Neighboring 

Turkey, Newsweek, 30 September 2021 
 

Greece to buy French warships in boost for 

EU defence, France 24, 28 September 2021 
 

Greece, Cyprus, Serbia, U.S. and Israel 

participate in ORION-21 military exercises, 

Greek City Times, 2 June 2021 

 

Iceland 
 

Iceland is unique among other NATO 

nations in that it has no standing 

military—merely coast guard, police, 

and search-and-rescue forces. The 

island country has long been a part of 

NATO, and other NATO countries have 

long contributed to its defence. In 

August, the US Air Force dispatched 

three B-2 bombers to Iceland. These 

planes are part of a regular bomber 

rotation to Europe, but it' was the first 

time the service had based such 

bombers in Iceland. 

 

In a First, Three B-2 Stealth Bombers Have 

Landed in Iceland, Popular Mechanics, 14 

September 2021 

 

Italy 
 

Alessandro Minuto-Rizzo, Italy shows how 

defense partnership is done, New 

Atlanticist, 3 September 2021 

 

Defence Industry Influence in Italy: 

Analysing Defence Industry Influence on 

the Italian Policy Agenda, Transparency 

International, 2021 

 

Latvia 
 

At a meeting in the Latvian capital, 

Riga, on 13 September, the foreign and 

defence ministers of the Baltic states 

and Poland gathered to discuss a joint 

response to conventional and hybrid 

threats as Russia and Belarus staged  

large-scale military exercises. The four 

countries called for EU and NATO unity 

against the Zapad-2021 military drills 

and what they said is Belarus’s 

weaponization of illegal migrants along 

their borders. 
 

Poland, Baltic States Discuss Security 

Against Backdrop of Russian-Belarusian 

Military Drills, RFE/RL, 13 September 2021 

 

Lithuania 
 

In September a NATO Counter Hybrid 

Support Team was deployed to 

Lithuania to help the country's 

authorities deal with the migrant crisis 

and other pressures from neighbours, 

according to the Defence Ministry. For 

two weeks, the team of security experts 

"will analyze the hybrid aggression 

against Lithuania" and "will make 

recommendations to Lithuania and the 

Alliance on how to deal with such 

threats more effectively," the ministry 

said in a press release. 
 

Also in September, Lithuanian 

cybersecurity experts advised citizens 

to discard their Chinese-made 

smartphones after a government 

investigation found that some devices 

have security vulnerabilities and 

censorship concerns. Lithuania’s 

National Cyber Security Center said it 

uncovered four major cybersecurity 

vulnerabilities in devices made by 

Huawei and Xiaomi and warned against 

using these brands. A Huawei 

representative stated their phones do 

not send user’s data externally, while a 

Xiaomi spokesperson assured their 

devices “has never and will never” 

censor communications to and from 

their users. 

 

Lithuania ready to take in another 30 

Afghans who worked for NATO, Delfi, 30 

September 2021 
 

Franklin D. Kramer and Hans Binnendijk, 

The China-Lithuania Rift Is a Wake-Up Call 

for Europe, Foreign Policy, 22 September 

2021 
 

NATO Counter Hybrid Support Team arrives 

in Lithuania, Baltic Times, 7 September 

2021 
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Montenegro 
 

When Montenegro joined NATO in June 

2017, public opinion was divided. 

According to polls conducted in the 

same year Montenegro joined NATO, 

51 per cent of respondents opposed 

NATO membership. Moreover, when 

asked about NATO’s role in the world, 

54 per cent of respondents said they 

had a negative perception of the 

alliance. Since joining NATO, 

Montenegro’s small military force 

(consisting of 2,400 active-duty 

personnel) has modernised its 

weaponry and participated in several 

military and crisis management drills. 

 

Visar Xhambazi, The political 

consequences of NATO membership for 

Montenegro, New Eastern Europe, 28 June 

2021 

 

Norway 
 

NATO Secretary General Jens 

Stoltenberg marked the 10th 

anniversary of the July 2011 terrorist 

attacks in Norway saying that “hatred is 

still present”, but that open societies 

will prevail. 

 

Secretary General marks 10th anniversary 

of Norway terrorist attacks, NATO News 

Release, 22 July 2021 

 

Poland 
 

Speaking at the Warsaw Security Forum 

on 5 October, an event organized by 

the Casimir Pulaski Foundation think 

tank, Polish President Andrzej Duda 

said that closer ties between NATO and 

the EU are required to combat Russia’s 

military-driven expansionism. Poland 

hopes that a bolstered cooperation 

between the EU and NATO, combined 

with the alliance’s further enlargement, 

could spur a more robust approach to 

Moscow, according to senior Polish 

defence officials. 

 

Poland calls for enhanced EU-NATO 

cooperation amid Russian buildup, Defense 

News, 5 October 2021 

Polish General to head NATO’s 

International Military Staff, First News, 19 

September 2021 
 

Dan Goure, Providing Poland with the M1 

Abrams Would Help Secure NATO’s Eastern 

Flank, National Interest, 5 July 2021 
 

Michal Baranowski, Poland and the US: An 

Alliance of Democracies, Readjusted, RUSI 

Commentary, 28 June 2021 
 

Jakub Bornio, Poland’s changing role on the 

eastern flank of NATO, New Eastern Europe, 

29 June 2021 
 

NATO to investigate cyber-attacks on 

Poland – source, First News, 19 June 2021 
 

Poland continues to draw EU, NATO ire over 

Turkish drone purchases, Deutsche Welle, 

7 June 2021 

 

Romania 
 

Romania hosted the fifth edition of the 

Black Sea and Balkans Security Forum 

2021 in September. The Chair of the 

NATO Military Committee, Admiral Rob 

Bauer, participated in the forum panel 

on security in the Black Sea Region and 

the Balkans. Admiral Bauer stressed, 

“Overall, the Black Sea and Balkan 

regions have seen remarkable 

stabilization, normalization, and 

reconciliation. The history of this 

region teaches us a lot about 

resilience”. 
 

Chair of NATO Military Committee, Admiral 

Rob Bauer, attends Black Sea and Balkans 

security forum in Bucharest, Romania, 

NATO News Release, 3 September 2021 

 

Turkey 
 

A more aggressive, nationalist and 

religious Turkey is increasingly at odds 

with its Western allies over Libya, Syria, 

Iraq, Russia and the energy resources 

of the eastern Mediterranean (see 

above). Turkey’s tilt towards 

authoritarianism and coercive 

diplomacy after 17 years with President 

Recep Tayyip Erdogan at the helm has 

also unsettled other NATO members.  
 

In July, before the fall of Kabul to the 

Taliban, Turkey offered to deploy 

troops to Kabul airport contingent on  
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US financial, diplomatic and logistical 

support. Turkish President Recep 

Tayyip Erdogan discussed the plan on 

the sidelines of the NATO summit in 

June. The Taliban referred to the plan 

as “reprehensible”. 
 

In September, President Erdoğan 

announced that Turkey will purchase 

another Russian air defence system, 

despite warnings from the US and other 

NATO allies that this could endanger 

the security of the NATO. Erdoğan 

claimed that America’s failure to sell 

Turkey the US-made Patriot air defence 

system led to his government’s 

purchase of the Russian system. Later, 

during a meeting with Russian 

President Vladimir Putin, Erdogan 

indicated that Turkey could work with 

Russia on joint defence and security 

projects, including potentially building 

more Russian nuclear reactors in 

Turkey. 
 

On 1 October, the Turkish government 

said that the recent purchase of three 

French warships by the Greek 

government will harm the NATO 

alliance. Turkish Foreign Ministry 

spokesman Tanju Bilgic stated that the 

security deal was a bilateral military 

alliance against Turkey.  

 

Turkey says Greek-French defense pact 

harms NATO alliance, WestPort News, 1 

October 2021 
 

Turkish president defiant about turning to 

Russia for defense needs, Politico, 26 

September 2021 
 

Erdoğan says Turkey plans to buy another 

Russian defense system, The Hill, 25 

September 2021 
 

As two NATO countries, Turkey, US should 

be in very different position: Erdoğan, 

Hurriyet Daily News, 24 September 2021 
 

Galip Dalay, Turkey’s Geopolitical and 

Ideological Eurasianism and its Relations 

with Russia, GMF Commentary, 21 

September 2021 
 

Turkish, US army chiefs discuss 

Afghanistan at NATO meeting, Daily Sabah, 

20 September 2021 

Edward G. Stafford, The U.S. withdrawal 

from Afghanistan has harsh lessons for 

Turkey and NATO, Ahval, 2 September 

2021 
 

Nigar Göksel, Turkey Recalibrates Its Hard 

Power, International Crisis Group 

Commentary, 13 August 2021 
 

Kohei Imai, Afghanistan offers an 

opportunity to repair Turkey-NATO 

relations, Turkeyscope, 12 August 2021 
 

Turkey is building new ships, tanks, and 

missiles to boost its military and send a 

message to the rest of NATO, Business 

Insider, 6 August 2021 
 

Explainer: Why Taliban is at loggerheads 

with Turkey? The Siasat Daily, 30 July 2021 
 

Turkish soldiers will not be involved in 

combat mission in Afghanistan, Daily 

Sabah, 30 July 2021 
 

Cristian Rosu, Are Erdogan’s ambitions for 

a new Ottoman Empire becoming too big 

for NATO? New Europe, 28 July 2021 
 

Dr Ziya Meral, Turkey’s Gambit in 

Afghanistan, RUSI Commentary, 15 July 

2021 
 

Will Turkey take over security at 

Afghanistan’s main airport? Al Jazeera, 9 

July 2021 
 

Rahimullah Farzam, Turkey's possible 

Afghanistan mission: Opportunities and 

challenges, Yeni Safak, 5 July 2021 
 

Yasar Yakis, Turkey’s difficult choices after 

NATO, EU summits, Arab News, 4 July 2021 

 

Dimitar Bechev, What Erdogan’s Tilt to the 

West Means for Russia–Turkey Relations, 

RUSI Commentary, 1 July 2021 
 

What’s next for Turkey after the NATO 

global summit? TRT World, 25 June 2021 
 

Matthew Petti, Neocons take aim at Turkey, 

Responsible Statecraft, 24 June 2021 
 

Kiliç Buğra Kanat, Erdoğan-Biden’s NATO 

talks were good, but now what?, Daily 

Sabah, 22 June 2021 
 

Nervana Mahmoud, Turkey and Nato are no 

longer aligned, even if they won't admit it, 

The National, 18 June 2021 
 

Biden unable to reach agreement with 

Turkey’s Erdogan over Russian missile 

system deal during NATO summit, CNBC, 

17 June 2021 
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Erdoğan and Biden hold bilateral meeting 

following NATO summit, CNN, 14 June 

2021 
 

Eric Edelman and Aykan Erdemir, Biden 

should remind Erdogan of NATO's basic 

tenets and values, The Hill, 12 June 2021 
 

Steven Cook, For Biden and NATO, Turkey 

is a Headache That’s Here to Stay, Politico, 

11 June 2021 
 

Turkey optimistic about Erdogan-Biden 

meeting at NATO summit -minister, 

Reuters, 9 June 2021 
 

Erdoğan to visit Azerbaijan's liberated 

Shusha after NATO summit, Daily Sabah, 9 

June 2021 

 

United Kingdom 
 

Integrated Review 

In March 2021, the UK Government 

published its Integrated Review of 

Security, Defence, Development and 

Foreign Policy: Global Britain in a 

Competitive Age, as well as a Defence 

Command Paper, Defence in a 

Competitive Age and a Defence and 

Security Industrial Strategy. The 

Integrated Review sets out a vision for 

the UK to 2030. It provides a strategic 

threat assessment and identifies the 

UK’s foreign policy priorities for the 

next decade. The Defence Command 

Paper focuses on the defence aspects 

and outlines plans to modernise the 

armed forces. The industrial strategy 

sets out a path for innovation for the 

UK’s defence and security industrial 

sectors. The Integrated review was 

billed as the biggest overhaul of 

Britain's security, defence and foreign 

policy since the Cold War. Crafted over 

the preceding 12 months as London’s 

post-Brexit foreign policy, it outlines a 

pivot in strategic focus towards Asia, 

labelling China a "systemic competitor", 

and also prioritises ongoing efforts to 

counter Russian threats.  

 

UK nuclear weapons 

Most controversially the Integrated 

Review made the most significant 

change in the UK’s nuclear posture in 

decades without any prior 

parliamentary debate: the raising of a  

self-imposed limit on its overall nuclear 

warhead stockpile, abandoning a 

previous cap of 225 warheads as well 

as the current reduction target of 180 

by the mid-2020s, and replacing it with 

a new cap of 260 warheads. In addition, 

the UK will no longer place a public 

limit on the proportion of that stockpile 

that is operational at any given time 

(which had previously been set at 120 

warheads), nor will it give any public 

information on the number of 

warheads and missiles deployed on its 

ballistic missile submarines (which had 

previously been set at no more than 40 

and 8 respectively). The review also 

stated that the UK reserves the right to 

withdraw assurances that it will not use 

nuclear weapons against a non-nuclear 

armed state “if the future threat of 

weapons of mass destruction ... or 

emerging technologies that could have 

a comparable impact makes it 

necessary”. The plans to increase the 

nuclear weapon stockpile cap by 40 per 

cent, would be a violation of 

international law, campaigners and 

experts have warned.   
 

In May 2021 it was revealed that 

approximately 443 so-called “nuclear 

site event reports” (NSER) took place 

between 2018 and 2020 at Scotland’s 

naval bases. Three of the safety 

incidents—two at Coulport and one at 

Faslane—were classed as “category B” 

which is, the second most severe level 

on a sliding scale. Also in May, a new 

study led by Australian Monash 

University researchers found that 

nuclear fallout from UK nuclear tests in 

Maralinga remain highly reactive. 

 

New Atlantic Charter 

On 10 June President Biden and Prime 

Minister Boris Johnson signed a new 

Atlantic Charter. The document broadly 

reiterates the shared UK-US 

commitments to democratic principles, 

free elections, the NATO alliance and 

the environment, among other key 

issues. The Charter was signed on the 

80th anniversary of the original Atlantic 

Charter that was signed by Churchill  
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and Roosevelt on 14 August 1941, and 

which set out US and British goals for 

the world after the end of World War II. 

 

The UK in Afghanistan 

In August it was reported that contact 

information of Afghans working on 

behalf of the UK Foreign Office had 

been found “scattered on the ground” 

of the embassy as staff evacuated after 

the Taliban takeover. The Foreign 

Office said it made “every effort” to 

destroy sensitive information on staff 

at its embassy in Kabul. The incident 

has raised questions about the 

government’s protection of its Afghan 

allies. 
 

British forces in Afghanistan were 

linked to the deaths of 86 children and 

more than 200 adult civilians during 

the conflict, with compensation of just 

£2,380 paid on average for each life 

lost, new figures by the London-based 

research charity Action on Armed 

Violence (AOAV) revealed. The figures 

were recorded in official Ministry of 

Defence compensation logs, obtained 

by AOAV in a series of freedom of 

information (FOI) requests. According 

to the data, the youngest recorded 

civilian victim was three years old. 

AOAV also discovered through separate 

FOI requests that the British military 

does not record or estimate the number 

of civilians it has killed or injured on its 

operations around the world. 

 

UK Defence Committee inquiry into 

NATO 

The UK Defence Committee has opened 

an inquiry into the UK, US and NATO 

that will examine how the UK intends to 

work with allies to counteract the 

shared threats identified.  

 

Protests at London Arms Fair 

Campaigners disrupted the Defence 

Systems & Equipment International 

(DSEI) that took place in September in 

London. DSEI brings together hundreds 

of arms companies, including most of 

the largest ones in the Western world, 

with potential buyers from 

governments and militaries worldwide,  

including many of the worst human 

rights abusers. 

 

After Afghanistan, Stoltenberg Says NATO 

Mission Turns to Deterrence and Defense 

‘at Home’, Air Force Magazine, 5 October 
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United States 
 

Great Power competition or 

relentless diplomacy? 

As the US Department of Defense turns 

its strategic focus to “great power 

competition” the Pentagon is investing 

in different military technologies and 

revamping some old capabilities 

including the B-52 bomber. New US 

Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin told 

the Senate in January that China is “the 

most significant threat going forward” 

and called for new American strides in 

building “space-based platforms”.   

A new book by journalists Bob 

Woodward and Robert Costa alleged 

that in the waning weeks of the Trump 

administration, Gen. Mark Milley, 

chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 

twice called his Chinese counterpart, 

Gen. Li Zuocheng, of the People’s 

Liberation Army, offering assurances 

that the USA was not about to launch an 

attack against China.“If we’re going to 

attack,” Milley told Li, “I’m going to call 

you ahead of time. It’s not going to be 

a surprise”. Although some people in 

the Defense Department may have 

known about the calls, President 

Trump, the US commander in chief, did 

not. Milley acted of his own volition, 

without prior presidential approval. 
 

President Biden used his debut address 

to the UN General Assembly on 21 

September to call for “relentless 

diplomacy” on global challenges 

including climate change, the 

pandemic and countering China. 

Biden’s address came as he contends 

with strained diplomatic relations with 

western powers following the 

withdrawal of US troops from 

Afghanistan and the creation of the 

AUKUS security partnership with the UK 

and Australia that cut France out of a 

submarine deal. 

 

Forever wars and the authorisation 

of military force 

The so-called global war on terror 

deserves greater oversight. Since the 

11 September 2001 attacks, the US has 

waged war upon numerous jihadist 

groups in a dozen or more countries. 

Decisions to change the conflict’s 

scope are often taken unilaterally and 

in secret by the executive branch.  
 

According to a new Pentagon report on 

civilian casualties, the US military killed 

23 civilians and injured another 10 in 

Afghanistan, Iraq, and Somalia during 

2020. However, independent experts 

said the report vastly undercounted the 

dead and wounded from US military 

operations. They also noted that the 

Pentagon failed to provide condolence 

payments even in the handful of cases  
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where it acknowledges causing deaths 

or injuries. 
 

US drone and airstrikes have killed at 

least 22,000 civilians – and perhaps as 

many as 48,000 – since the 9/11 

terrorist attacks in 2001, according to 

new analysis published by the civilian 

harm monitoring group Airwars. The 

analysis, based on the US military’s own 

assertion that it has conducted almost 

100,000 airstrikes since 2001, 

represents an attempt to estimate the 

number of civilian deaths across the 

multiple conflicts that have comprised 

aspects of the ‘war on terror’. 
 

In June the House of Representatives 

voted to repeal the 2002 Authorization 

for Use of Military Force (AUMF). 

Although the AUMF was originally 

granted to permit military action in 

Iraq, the 268-to-161 vote to repeal it 

represented a growing bipartisan 

sentiment that the AUMF had been 

used to justify conflicts that had not 

existed when it was first issued. The 

Biden White House has expressed 

support for repealing both the 2002 

AUMF and the 2001 AUMF passed 

shortly after 9/11 to combat terrorism, 

although the former may be easier to 

revoke because the Iraq War officially 

ended several years ago.  
 

In August all Democrats and three 

Republicans on the Senate Foreign 

Relations Committee voted to repeal 

the two AUMFs in Iraq, setting up a full 

Senate vote later in the year. The 

bipartisan bill would scrap AUMFs for 

the 1991 Gulf War and 2002 invasion to 

topple the Saddam Hussein regime. 

Democrats in the Senate are expected 

to support the bill, and several 

Republicans have committed to voting 

in favour of it. If it passes, the effort will 

be the first repeal of a military 

authorization in 50 years. 
 

In July the Biden administration 

repatriated a detainee at Guantanamo 

Bay to Morocco. Abdul Latif Nasir is the 

first inmate that has been transferred 

during the Biden administration, 

leaving just 39 detainees at the facility  

which, at its peak, held more than 700 

prisoners. In a statement, the Pentagon 

said the US is “extremely grateful for 

the Kingdom’s willingness to support 

ongoing US efforts to close the 

Guantánamo Bay Detention Facility”. 
 

General Milley met with his Russian 

counterpart on 22 September, against 

the backdrop of US attempts to get 

military basing rights and other 

counterterrorism support in countries 

bordering Afghanistan, a move Russia 

has opposed. Milley and Chief of the 

Russian General Staff Gen. Valery 

Gerasimov did not disclose details of 

their discussion, but Milley described 

the meeting as “productive”. Following 

the military withdrawal from 

Afghanistan, US officials have been 

seeking to establish a presence in 

neighbouring nations to conduct 

counterterrorism operations. Russia 

opposes a Western presence in Central 

Asia but shares concerns that the 

Taliban takeover of Afghanistan could 

destabilize the region. 

 

The military burden 

The House of Representatives passed 

the annual National Defense 

Authorization Act (NDAA) in 

September, in the sum of $777.9 

billion. The bill increases military 

spending by 5 percent over last year’s 

budget, while also tackling contentious 

changes to the military justice system 

intended to mitigate sexual assaults 

and requiring women to register for the 

draft. Republicans added $23.9 billion 

to Biden’s defence budget proposal, 

which progressive Democrats opposed. 

The NDAA also included multiple 

provisions made in response to the 

withdrawal from Afghanistan, such as 

the creation of a commission to 

investigate the war there. The Senate 

has yet to vote on its bill. Once it does, 

the two chambers will need to settle 

any differences between the two 

versions and approve a finalized 

package before sending it to the 

president. 
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The Biden administration had an 

opportunity to redirect the United 

States’ path away from all but limitless 

spending on the Defense Department. 

That path could and should have 

centered on the most imminent threats 

to our security: climate change and 

potentially pandemic infectious 

diseases. But the Biden budget is one 

that only a defense contractor could 

love; it continues spending for 

unproven weapon systems, 

unsustainable and unneeded nuclear 

weapons efforts, and a new Cold War 

with China. 
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“NATO has become an exercise in 

nostalgia,” as it tries to guard against 

threats that no longer exist while it is 

incapable of addressing contemporary 

problems that do not have a military 

solution. Our European allies have the 

means to provide for their own defense, 

but for decades the U.S. has actively 

discouraged them from building up 

their own security institutions for fear 

of undermining NATO. There is 

growing recognition on both sides of 

the Atlantic that the current 

arrangement makes no sense and 

European states need to assume more 

responsibility for their own defense. 

Continued U.S. membership in NATO is 

not only unnecessary, but it actually 

impedes European states’ efforts to 

develop their own capabilities. In short, 

“U.S. security guarantees to Europe 

have today become redundant,” and 

therefore Bacevich proposes that the 

U.S. should announce its intention to 

withdraw “within the next decade.”  
 

Daniel Larison, Bacevich: Get out of NATO, 

shut down combatant commands, In his 

new book, the long time US foreign policy 

critic says some radical approaches are in 

order, ‘After the Apocalypse.’, Book Review, 

Responsible Statecraft, 18 June 2021 
 

 

 

William Astore, America Is Stabbing Itself in 

the Back: Tough Truths Are Desperately 

Needed About America’s Lost Wars, 

TomDispatch, 17 June 2021 
 

DOD Leaders Share Their Intelligence 

Threat Assessments, US Department of 

Defense, 11 June 2021 
 

NATO Secretary General meets with 

President Biden at the White House, NATO 

News Release, 10 June 2021 
 

The New Atlantic Charter, The White House, 

Statements and Releases, 10 June 2021  
 

U.S. calls on NATO to deepen ties with 

Japan amid China's rise, Kyodo News, 2 

June 2021 
 

Mark Perry, Biden budget bakes in billions 

for nuclear weapons, Responsible 

Statecraft, 1 June 2021 

 

 

 

 

IDEAS, FEEDBACK, 

SUGGESTIONS? 

 

Ideas, feedback, suggestions? We want to 

hear from you. Please contact us at NATO 

Watch with any news and stories for the 

Observatory, as well as feedback or 

suggestions.   
 

 

DONATE NOW PLEASE  

NATO Watch is a small non-profit organisation 

that provides independent oversight and 

analysis of an ever-growing NATO.  But with 

tightly stretched resources we struggle to 

consistently and continually function as an 

effective ‘watchdog’.   

If you share our vision for a transparent and 

accountable NATO please donate whatever you 

can afford to help NATO Watch thrive.  Click on 

the picture below to find out how you can make 

a donation. 

 

 
 

 

http://natowatch.org/donate
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