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NATO Watch Editorial:  

Beware of secretary generals bearing gifts 
 

Sixty years ago, on 18 February 1952, Greece 
and Turkey became members of NATO. This was 
the first round of enlargement for the Alliance, 
only three years after its creation and just after the 
outbreak of the Korean War. Few Greeks seemed 
in the mood to celebrate this anniversary, 
however. Greece, lest we forget, is in the depths 
of a Great Depression, with a fifth consecutive 
year of contraction now predicted, unemployment 
at a record 20.9% and poverty having now 
engulfed more than a third of 
the population. 
 

Enter stage right, the NATO 
Secretary General with a 
message of hope to lift the 
nation’s dark mood. In a 
speech in Athens on 17 
February Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen suggested that 
the security offered by the 
alliance would create the "right 
conditions for Greece's 
economic revival and its long-
term prosperity".  
 

The Greek defence budget was reportedly one of 
the hardest hit in the latest round of austerity 
measures, but Rasmussen warned that global 
challenges such as terrorism, proliferation, piracy 
and cyber warfare would "not wait until our 
economies are back in order" and required just as 
urgent attention and international cooperation as 
the financial crisis. He added that Greece should 
use the crisis as an "opportunity to introduce 
significant defence reforms". It should 
"concentrate on deployable forces" rather than 
"waste scarce resources on static forces stuck in 
barracks".  
 

Rasmussen is encouraging all NATO members to 
adopt this "smart defence" approach at its summit 
in Chicago in May. However, it is hard to see how 
investment in “deployable forces” deters or is an 
effective response to proliferation or cyber 
attacks. The jury is also out on the effectiveness 
of out-of-area military counter-terrorism and 
counter-piracy operations. In both cases, military 
force is but one item in an interventionist toolbox 
that must be more heavily weighted towards ‘soft 
security’, including prevention and eradication of 
root causes. Finally, what if Alliance troops had 
remained in barracks over the past decade rather 
than being deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan?  It 
would need acute counter-factual jiggery-pokery 
to spend more than the $6 trillion wasted on these 
two wars of choice. 
 

Thus, while the principle that underpins ‘smart 
defence’—the need for allies to work more closely 
to provide military capabilities that individual 
countries cannot afford—is spot on, it also has the 
potential to conceal the development of 
unnecessary or destabilising capabilities for 
questionable strategic ends. Without proper 
transparency and accountability in the decision-
making process, smart defence could be the most 
unwelcome gift since the Greeks tricked their way 
into the city of Troy with a wooden horse.  
 

(photo credit: rubyblossom/ flicker) 
 

A good time to 
investigate the secret 
wars in Greece and 
Turkey? 
 

The commemorations of the 
60th anniversary of Greek 
and Turkish membership of 
NATO have tended to focus 
on the two countries’ 
contributions to grand 
strategy: guarding the 
Alliance’s southern flank 
(during the Cold War Turkey 

protected a third of NATO’s total borders with 
Warsaw Pact countries) and their more 
contemporary assistance in addressing new 
security challenges such as violent extremism or 
the Afghanistan ‘stabilisation’ mission. There is 
only limited recognition that Greece and Turkey 
joined NATO in 1952 as part of the Truman 
containment policy—directed at ensuring that 
these two countries and others like them ended 
up on the right side of the Iron Curtain—and none 
whatsoever as to the controversial nature of that 
policy. 
 

No aspect was more controversial than the CIA 
and NATO’s ‘secret armies’ (Operation Gladio) 
that operated under various guises and names for 
nearly four decades from the start of the Cold 
War. This shadowy network of parallel intelligence 
and armed organisations across many NATO and 
even neutral countries was intended to continue 
anti-communist operations in the event of a 
Warsaw Pact invasion.  When the allegations first 
came to light in 1990, NATO responded with a 
denial (nothing was known of Gladio) and official 
indifference continues to this day, despite 
parliamentary inquiries in Italy, Switzerland and 
Belgium. An incisive study by Daniele Ganser on 
the issue published in 2005 concluded that the 
secret stay-behind armies of NATO were both a 
prudent precaution and a source of terror. 
 

The 60
th
 anniversary of NATO membership ought 

to provide a timely opportunity for a joint Greek-

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UBw0BHWiZ1c
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-C6A59509-24686931/natolive/opinions_84689.htm
http://articles.marketwatch.com/2011-12-15/general/30778140_1_iraq-war-iraq-and-afghanistan-veterans-budgetary-assessments
http://www.flickr.com/photos/rubyblossom/
http://www.nato.int/docu/review/2012/Turkey-Greece/EN/index.htm
http://www.nato.int/docu/review/2012/Turkey-Greece/EN/index.htm
http://www.nato.int/docu/review/2012/Turkey-Greece/EN/index.htm
http://www.nato.int/docu/review/2012/Turkey-Greece/EN/index.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Gladio
http://books.google.co.uk/books/about/NATO_s_secret_armies.html?id=VAbkogswOmEC&redir_esc=y
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Turkish parliamentary investigation of the history 
of the Gladio activities in the Alliance’s southern 
edge. NATO should throw open its archives to 
support such an inquiry. Several accounts 
attribute these clandestine Turkish and Greek 
Gladio activities as contributing, either actively or 
passively, to many of the destabilising and 
terrorist activities within both countries during the 
Cold War, including four coup d'états (three in 
Turkey in 1960, 1971 and 1980, and one in 
Greece in 1967).  
 

With periodic whispered fears of a return to 
military rule in both Greece and Turkey, a joint 
truth and reconciliation process to examine past 
state sponsored terrorist operations and human 
rights violations might contribute to a reduction in 
contemporary extremist positions, as well as mark 
an important step on the path towards Greek-
Turkish reconciliation.  
 
 

The Russian presidential election and 
strategic posturing 

Guest editorial by Chris Lindborg, BASIC –  
first published as BASIC This Week 
 

Russia will hold its presidential election on 
Sunday and Vladimir Putin is expected to move 
from his current role as Prime Minister back to the 
presidential helm, for at least the next six years. 
Ahead of the election, he has 
ramped up the rhetoric on 
strengthening Russia’s 
strategic posture, and has 
posed Russia as still being 
the only true global 
counterweight to US military 
power.  
 

On the campaign trail, Putin 
has raised his commitment to 
military modernization and 
last week wrote in 
Rossiyskaya Gazeta that he 
will prepare Russian forces to confront a wide 
array of advanced threats. He affirmed that his 
country will need to spend about $770 billion, 
including on strategic missiles, during the next ten 
years. Russian security expert Dmitri Trenin of the 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace in 
Moscow noted that the character of this 
modernization reflects the old approach of 
focusing on the United States as Russia’s main 
opponent, and could well be beyond what the 
country can afford. Putin has cited US and NATO 
plans for ballistic missile defence as one of the 
reasons Russia needs to bolster its strategic 
forces. Yet he and other Russian leaders have 
issued this warning repeatedly over the years and 
well before the current political season. Putin has 
emphasized in recent days how Russian strategic 
parity with the United States is critical for ensuring 

global stability, and warned of a new potential 
arms race. The New START signing between the 
two countries in the spring of 2010 now seems a 
distant memory.  
 

Putin has also called out the United States on its 
approach to Iran, accusing Washington of trying to 
change the regime in Tehran, and not only 
prevent it from pursuing nuclear weapons. Russia 
has steadfastly disapproved of the more recent 
and stringent sanctions imposed outside of the 
UN framework. In July last year, Russia put 
forward a step-by-step proposal for trying to 
resolve the crisis which is now back under 
consideration, having been dismissed earlier by 
the United States for being too lenient on Iran. 
Putin’s expression of frustration goes deeper than 
political posturing, but also reflects genuine 
differences with the United States over economic 
and regional interests and perceptions over how 
to most effectively dissuade Iranian leaders from 
developing their own nuclear arsenal. 
 

Even after the Russian elections are over, in the 
United States President Barack Obama will face 
his own election challenges that will make it 
difficult for him to devote attention or political 
capital to very public international diplomatic 
achievements, whether over arms control with 
Russia or Iran’s nuclear program. Political 
opponents may likely characterize moves toward 

diplomacy as signs of 
weakness. The Pentagon’s 
ongoing nuclear guidance 
review, which in part entails 
a re-analysis of how the 
United States should 
address Russian nuclear 
forces, has already stirred 
political opponents to warn 
against deep cuts after a 
recent leak to the 
Associated Press about 
various options under the 
highly secretive review. 

 

Also this week, chief US negotiator for the New 
START agreement, and now Acting Under 
Secretary of State for Arms Control, Rose 
Gottemoeller, is traveling to Berlin, Geneva, 
Warsaw and Vilnius to discuss future movements 
for nuclear and conventional arms control in 
Europe. For now, this type of hard work behind 
the scenes will be where the arms control action 
happens until Russian and US leaders can again 
tone down rhetoric focused on threats, and more 
visibly commit to new progress, which looks 
daunting even outside of election season. 

 
(photo credit: FreedomHouse/ flickr) 

 
 

 

http://www.basicint.org/news/2012/week-russian-presidential-election-and-strategic-posturing
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News, Commentary and Reports:  
 

Afghanistan-Pakistan:     (photo credit: Stitch/ flickr) 

News  

Koran Burning in Afghanistan Prompts 3 Parallel Inquiries, New York 
Times, 29 February 

NATO pulls out of Afghan ministries. What's the impact?  The Christian 
Science Monitor, 27 February - many Afghans say advisers create a 
valuable link to NATO and foreign donors, but Afghans who work close 
with the advisers say the training and oversight varies in quality 

Afghan Handover Plan Roiled, Wall Street Journal, 27 February - Coalition Pulls Out Advisers as Pace of 
Withdrawal Debated; New Car Bomb Attack on Airport 

Afghanistan: France and Germany withdraw civilian staff, BBC News, 26 February - France and Germany 
are following the US and Britain in withdrawing civilian staff from Afghan government institutions in the wake 
of the killing of two senior US NATO officers 

Afghanistan Nato officers shot dead in Kabul ministry, BBC News, 25 February 

NATO: 99 percent of reformed insurgents staying out of fight, Stars and Stripes, 22 February - nearly all of 
the 3,100 former Taliban fighters who have officially laid down their weapons and joined an Afghan 
government reintegration program appear to have left the fight for good, according to a NATO official 

NATO Commander Apologizes for Koran Disposal in Afghanistan, New York Times, 21 February - over 
2,000 Afghans besieged Bagram Air Force Base shouting "Death to America," and throwing Molotov 
cocktails and rocks toward the base. Gen. Allen promised a full investigation into the incident, in which 
NATO forces reportedly began to burn the religious material unintentionally before being informed of their 
mistake by some of their Afghan comrades; NATO in Afghanistan - ISAF Commander responds, 
NATOchannel.tv/ You Tube, 21 February 

The man who retrieves the Taliban's dead, Washington Post, 20 February – NATO and the Taliban have 
established a careful procedure in Kandahar Province to return each dead Taliban fighter's body to the 
Mirwais morgue for potential identification and a proper burial. One man is trusted by both the Taliban and 
the coalition forces to transport bodies in the trunk of his taxicab to their families or to the correct authorities 

NATO speedup of transfer to Afghan forces highlights problems, Los Angeles Times, 19 February - as allied 
commanders call Afghan forces capable of taking over most fighting by the end of 2013, the problems of the 
police and army come into sharper focus 

Fisher: Afghan training force likely to shrink, Montreal Gazette, 17 February 

Bound by hatred of the US, Pakistan extremists and politicians join hands to shake government, Washington 
Post, 15 February 

After a Reassessment, NATO Resumes Sending Detainees to Afghanistan Jails, New York Times, 15 
February   (Police checkpoint in Marzak village 26 February – photo credit: US Army/ flickr) 

8 Young Afghans Killed in Strike, NATO Acknowledges, New York 
Times, 15 February 

Nato supply route is reopened through Pakistan, The Independent, 
15 February 

Afghan Border Police take the lead to secure northern crossing, 
NATO News, 14 February 

New wave of troops deploy to Afghanistan as part of NATO training 
mission, Globe and Mail, 13 February 

NATO says found Afghan children dead after air strike, Reuters, 13 
February 

NATO investigates report of Afghan civilian deaths, CNN, 10 February 

Afghan forces will be 'good enough' to take over: US, AFP, 8 February 

Pakistan, NATO Hold Border Talks Following Deadly Attack, Voice of America, 8 February 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/stitch/
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/03/01/world/asia/koran-burning-in-afghanistan-prompts-3-parallel-inquiries.html?_r=1
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Asia-South-Central/2012/0227/NATO-pulls-out-of-Afghan-ministries.-What-s-the-impact
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203833004577247173514433452.html?mod=googlenews_wsj
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-17171798
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-17163322
http://www.stripes.com/news/nato-99-percent-of-reformed-insurgents-staying-out-of-fight-1.169419
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/22/world/asia/nato-commander-apologizes-for-koran-disposal-in-afghanistan.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-BNWC0owLB8
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/the-man-who-retrieves-the-talibans-dead/2012/02/17/gIQAXoL1PR_story.html
http://articles.latimes.com/2012/feb/19/world/la-fg-afghan-army-20120220
http://www.montrealgazette.com/news/Fisher+Afghan+training+force+likely+shrink/6170749/story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia-pacific/bound-by-hatred-of-the-us-pakistan-extremists-and-politicians-join-hands-to-shake-government/2012/02/15/gIQA3CG6FR_story.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/16/world/asia/nato-resumes-transferring-detainees-to-afghan-prisons.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/16/world/asia/nato-acknowledges-bombing-killed-eight-young-afghans.html?_r=1
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/nato-supply-route-is-reopened-through-pakistan-6917394.html
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-1A461B80-7CD767FF/natolive/news_84405.htm
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/new-wave-of-troops-deploy-to-afghanistan-as-part-of-nato-training-mission/article2336673/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/new-wave-of-troops-deploy-to-afghanistan-as-part-of-nato-training-mission/article2336673/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/02/13/us-afghanistan-airstrike-idUSTRE81C0MU20120213
http://edition.cnn.com/2012/02/10/world/asia/afghanistan-deaths-probe/index.html
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5iJMbs88yonQaZtO8PmZip0Ggt43Q?docId=CNG.bd4020d80f3778c303ff226bde78f155.231
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/Suspected-US-Drone-Strike-Kills-10-in-NW-Pakistan--138920914.html
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U.S. aims for Afghan talks breakthrough at May summit, Chicago Tribune, 8 February 

CIA digs in as Americans withdraw from Iraq, Afghanistan, Washington Post, 8 February 

3m NATO containers passed thru Pak sans payment, Akhtar Jamal, Pakistan Observer, 5 February - more 
than three million US/NATO containers and fuel tankers have passed through Pakistan during last ten years 
without making any payment to Islamabad - had each container or tanker been charged $10,000, Pakistan 
would have earned $30 billion 

U.S. Plans Shift to Elite Units as It Winds Down in Afghanistan, New York Times, 4 February 

Record Number of Afghan Civilians Died in 2011, Mostly in Insurgent Attacks, U.N. Says, New York Times, 4 
February 

NATO members rattled by U.S. combat plan on Afghanistan, Los 
Angeles Times, 2 February - some object to being caught off guard 
by Panetta's talk of transferring combat duties to Afghans in 2013 

NATO ministers to consider accelerated withdrawal from combat 
role in Afghanistan, Washington Post, 2 February 

Why Taliban are so strong in Afghanistan, Bilal Sarwary, BBC 
News, 2 February 

NATO Chief: Afghan Timeline Unchanged, Voice of America, 2 
February           (ISAF commander Gen. John R. Allen welcomes Afghan National Army Brig. Gen. Khatool  

             Mohammadzai to the Gender Integration Luncheon at ISAF HQ, Kabul, 25 February – photo credit: ISAFmedia/ flickr)  

Quietly, NATO Hints It Could Leave Afghanistan Faster, Wired News, 1 February 

Pakistan dismisses Nato report on Afghan Taliban links, BBC News, 1 February - Pakistan's foreign minister 
says her country has no hidden agenda in Afghanistan, in response to a leaked secret NATO report on 
Islamabad's links to the Afghan Taliban 

Lawmakers: Stop insider attacks by Afghan troops, Seattle Post Intelligencer, 1 February – the US military 
provided sweeping details of the problem of insider attacks by Afghan security forces against US and other 
coalition troops, prompting lawmakers to call the screening process for Afghan forces "tragically weak" 

Afghan timeline will be addressed at NATO summit, Associated Press, 1 February 

US plans to end Afghan combat mission in 2013, The Guardian, 1 February - Defence secretary Leon 
Panetta says shift from fighting to training being brought forward by a year or more 

Taliban believe they will take over from US and Nato in Afghanistan – report, The Guardian, 1 February - 
Pakistan and NATO reject assertions by Taliban and al-Qaida detainees in document based on 
interrogations 

Commentary and Reports                    

What the Quran burnings tell us, Stephen M. Walt, Foreign Policy, 29 February 

Will the Pakistan-Afghanistan border be reopened to NATO?  Pavle Levkovic, Atlantic Council of Canada, 29 
February 

Despite the deepening crisis, the Afghan strategy is worth saving, Washington Post editorial, 29 February 

Blown Away - How the U.S. Fanned the Flames in Afghanistan, Tom Engelhardt and Nick Turse, 
TomDispatch.com, 28 February 

Is the Koran Burning Afghanistan's Dum Dum Moment?  Sarwar Kashmeri, Huffington Post, 27 February – in 
1857 the East India Company, a British corporation that had colonized India for a hundred years, introduced 
the latest version of its service cartridge at the village of Dum Dum outside Calcutta. The cartridge had to be 
greased by hand to be effective. Rumours soon reached the Indian army contingents that the grease was 
made of pork fat -- unholy for Muslims, and beef fat -- unholy for Hindus. Entire regiments mutinied, shot their 
British officers and any other Westerners they could find... 

Fleeing War, Finding Misery: the Plight of Internally Displaced in Afghanistan, Amnesty International, 
February 2012 

Regional implications of NATO withdrawal from Afghanistan: What role for the EU?  Clare Castillejo, FRIDE, 
February 2012 

Nato forces have lost legitimacy, Gulf News Editorial, 23 February - ignorant actions in Afghanistan continue 
to infuriate both radicals and liberals 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/politics/sns-rt-us-usa-afghanistan-talibantre8170bn-20120207,0,5456457.story
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/cia-digs-in-as-americans-withdraw-from-iraq-afghanistan/2012/02/07/gIQAFNJTxQ_story.html
http://pakobserver.net/detailnews.asp?id=138831
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/05/world/asia/us-plans-a-shift-to-elite-forces-in-afghanistan.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/04/world/asia/afghanistan-civilian-deaths-hit-record-un-says.html?_r=1
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-nato-panetta-20120203,0,1724736.story?track=rss&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+latimes%2Fnews%2Fnationworld%2Fworld+%28L.A.+Times+-+World+News%29
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia-pacific/nato-ministers-to-mull-accelerated-withdrawal-from-afghanistan/2012/02/02/gIQApCVjjQ_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia-pacific/nato-ministers-to-mull-accelerated-withdrawal-from-afghanistan/2012/02/02/gIQApCVjjQ_story.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-16851949
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/asia/south/NATO-Chief-Afghan-Timeline-Unchanged-138561319.html
http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2012/02/nato-afghanistan-faster/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-16832359
http://www.seattlepi.com/news/article/Attacks-by-Afghans-on-US-troops-often-personal-2897530.php
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5iOaeMoqYmur-zE68I0dYBKHuGkeg?docId=726372a63177401fbe1ccb99e5bf9fea
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/feb/01/afghan-combat-mission-2013
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/feb/01/taliban-afghanistan-leaked-report-pakistan
http://walt.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2012/02/29/What_the_Quran_burnings_tell_us
http://atlantic-council.ca/?p=4053
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/saving-the-us-strategy-for-afghanistan/2012/02/28/gIQALQhzgR_story.html
http://www.tomdispatch.com/post/175509/tomgram%3A_engelhardt_and_turse%2C_the_end_in_afghanistan/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/sarwar-kashmeri/koran-burning-afghanistan_b_1294978.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/PDF_103.pdf
http://www.fride.org/download/PB_4_NATO_withdrawal_from_Afghanistan.pdf
http://gulfnews.com/opinions/editorials/nato-forces-have-lost-legitimacy-1.984812
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Maximizing Chances for Success in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, Michael E. O’Hanlon and Bruce Riedel, Brookings 
Institution, 15 February 2012,  

The TAPI Natural Gas Pipeline: Status & Source of Potential 
Delays, Rainer Gonzalez Palau, NATO Civil-Military Fusion 
Centre, February 2012 - this report addresses the 
Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) natural gas 
pipeline project and, based upon open-source information, 
identifies factors which have previously and could, in the 
future, delay progress on this key piece of regional energy 
infrastructure 

♠♠ 450 Bases and It’s Not Over Yet  - The Pentagon’s Afghan 
Basing Plans for Prisons, Drones, and Black Ops, Nick Turse, 
TomDispatch.com, 12 February 

"Moderate" Taliban: A wolf in sheep's clothing? Rachel Reid, 
Foreign Policy, 10 February 

♠♠ Afghanistan: Annual Report 2011, Protection of Civilians in 
Armed Conflict, UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan 
(UNAMA), February 2012 

Corruption & Anti-Corruption Issues in Afghanistan, The 
NATO Civil-Military Fusion Centre (CFC), February 2012 

NATO in Afghanistan: An Early Exit? Pavle Levkovic, Atlantic 
Council of Canada, 8 February  

Afghanistan: Moving Toward a Distant Endgame, George 
Friedman, STRATFOR, 6 February 

NATO in Afghanistan - Former Taliban become deminers, 
NATOchannel.tv/ You Tube, 6 February 

The death of the American dream in Afghanistan, Patrick 
Cockburn, The Independent, 5 February - a devastating 
leaked NATO report shows the extent of US failure, as the 
Taliban prepare for the occupying forces to leave 

Putting the Afghans in charge, Roger D. Carstens, Foreign Policy, 2 February 

Afghanistan's injustice system, Nick Grono, Foreign Policy, 1 February 

♠♠ Afghanistan: the big lie, The Guardian editorial, 1 February - we are repeatedly told the Taliban is being 
pushed back, but the truth is it shows no sign of being bombed to the peace table 

Nato prediction of Taliban victory in Afghanistan is immensely damaging, Simon Tisdall, The Guardian, 1 
February - the NATO report on the Taliban and the timing of the leak have serious negative implications on a 
range of fronts 

♠♠ Afghanistan Index: Tracking Variables of Reconstruction & Security in Post-
9/11 Afghanistan, Ian S. Livingston and Michael O’Hanlon, Brookings 
Institution,30 January  

Towards A Stable Afghanistan - The Way Forward, A report of the Joint Working 
Group of RUSI and the Vivekananda International Foundation, RUSI Occasional 
Paper, January 2012 

Negotiating Peace in Afghanistan Without Repeating Vietnam, James Dobbins, 
RAND Corporation, January 2012 

Strategic Support to Security Sector Reform in Afghanistan, 2001–2010, Christian 
Dennys and Tom Hamilton-Baillie, Centre for International Governance 
Innovation, January 2012 - This paper argues that security sector reform (SSR) in 
Afghanistan suffers from a lack of strategic direction and political agreement. It 
focuses on disarmament, demobilization and reintegration (DDR), and police and 

army reform in two case studies — Baghlan province and Nahr-I Sarraj district in Helmand province — in 
order to demonstrate the pitfalls of an SSR process driven by operational activities in the absence of an 
overarching strategy 

Senior ranking U.S. military 
leaders have so distorted the 
truth when communicating with 
the U.S. Congress and American 
people in regards to conditions 
on the ground in Afghanistan that 
the truth has become 
unrecognizable 

Army Lieutenant Colonel Daniel 

Davis, ♠♠ Dereliction of Duty II: 

Senior Military Leaders’ Loss of 
Integrity Wounds Afghan War 
Effort, 27 January 2012  

In Afghan War, Officer Becomes 
a Whistle-Blower, New York 
Times, 5 February 

The Afghanistan Report the 
Pentagon Doesn't Want You to 
Read, Michael Hastings, Rolling 
Stone, 10 February 

Army Whistleblower Lt. Col. 
Daniel Davis Says Pentagon 
Deceiving Public on Afghan War, 
Democracy Now, 15 February 

Spinning Afghanistan, America's 
longest war, Amy Gordon, The 
Guardian, 16 February - 

according to a military 
whistleblower, army leaders are 
practising a deception on the US 
public about this unwinnable war 

http://www.brookings.edu/papers/2012/0215_afpak_ohanlon_riedel.aspx
http://www.brookings.edu/papers/2012/0215_afpak_ohanlon_riedel.aspx
http://www.tomdispatch.com/post/175501/tomgram%3A_nick_turse%2C_prisons%2C_drones%2C_and_black_ops_in_afghanistan/#more
http://www.tomdispatch.com/post/175501/tomgram%3A_nick_turse%2C_prisons%2C_drones%2C_and_black_ops_in_afghanistan/#more
http://afpak.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2012/02/10/moderate_taliban_a_wolf_in_sheeps_clothing
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4f2fa7572.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4f2fa7572.html
http://atlantic-council.ca/?p=3826
http://www.stratfor.com/weekly/afghanistan-moving-toward-distant-endgame?utm_source=freelist-f&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20120207&utm_term=gweekly&utm_content=readmore&elq=804248fc44c64dac8b2fe6b78d6cd3fa
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECsLj4XdBQs
http://www.independent.co.uk/opinion/commentators/patrick-cockburn-the-death-of-the-american-dream-in-afghanistan-6422973.html
http://afpak.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2012/02/02/putting_the_afghans_in_charge
http://afpak.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2012/02/01/afghanistans_injustice_system
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/feb/01/afghanistan-the-big-lie-editorial
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/feb/01/nato-report-taliban-afghanistan-damaging
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/Programs/FP/afghanistan%20index/index.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/Programs/FP/afghanistan%20index/index.pdf
http://www.rusi.org/downloads/assets/Towards_a_Stable_Afghanistan.pdf
http://www.rand.org/commentary/2012/01/13/WP.html
http://www.operationspaix.net/DATA/DOCUMENT/6732~v~Strategic_Support_to_Security_Sector_Reform_in_Afghanistan_20012010.pdf
http://www1.rollingstone.com/extras/RS_REPORT.pdf
http://www1.rollingstone.com/extras/RS_REPORT.pdf
http://www1.rollingstone.com/extras/RS_REPORT.pdf
http://www1.rollingstone.com/extras/RS_REPORT.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/06/world/asia/army-colonel-challenges-pentagons-afghanistan-claims.html?_r=1
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/06/world/asia/army-colonel-challenges-pentagons-afghanistan-claims.html?_r=1
http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/blogs/national-affairs/the-afghanistan-report-the-pentagon-doesnt-want-you-to-read-20120210
http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/blogs/national-affairs/the-afghanistan-report-the-pentagon-doesnt-want-you-to-read-20120210
http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/blogs/national-affairs/the-afghanistan-report-the-pentagon-doesnt-want-you-to-read-20120210
http://www.democracynow.org/2012/2/15/army_whistleblower_lt_col_daniel_davis
http://www.democracynow.org/2012/2/15/army_whistleblower_lt_col_daniel_davis
http://www.democracynow.org/2012/2/15/army_whistleblower_lt_col_daniel_davis
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/cifamerica/2012/feb/16/spinning-afghanistan-americas-longest-war
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/cifamerica/2012/feb/16/spinning-afghanistan-americas-longest-war
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♠♠ Transition In The Afghanistan-Pakistan War: How Does This War End? Anthony H. Cordesman, Centre 
for Strategic and International Studies, 11 January 

Police Perception Survey – 2011: The Afghan Perspective, United Nations Development Programme, 
December 2011 - the Afghan National Police (ANP) is making significant1 strides in public support, gaining 
greater confidence, respect and regard from Afghan citizens during the past year. But sharp regional 
differences mark the challenges ahead, as do reports of police corruption, misbehaviour and mistreatment of 
ordinary Afghans – although progress has been recorded in these areas as well 

The Afghan Papers: Committing Britain to War in Helmand, 2005-06, Edited by Michael Clarke, RUSI 
Whitehall Paper, 20 December  

 

Arab protests (and the implications for NATO’s Mediterranean Dialogue and 
Istanbul Cooperation Initiative): 
Arguments Against Military Intervention in Syria, David Roberts, Deputy Director RUSI Qatar; Arguments For 
Military Intervention in Syria, Michael Stephens, Researcher, RUSI Qatar, RUSI, February 2012 

Major Ground Force Likely Needed to Guard Syrian Chemical Arms: Pentagon, Global Security Newswire, 
23 February 

Syria intervention drive mirrors Bosnia's history, Reuters, 19 February 

NATO to stay out of Syria even if U.N. mandate emerges, Reuters, 17 February 

NATO intervention in Syria depends on allies’ political choice, Today’s Zaman, 12 February 

NATO Partnerships and the Arab Spring: Achievements and Perspectives for the 2012 Chicago Summit, 
Isabelle François, Center for Transatlantic Security Studies Institute for National Strategic Studies, 
Transatlantic Perspectives, No. 1, December 2011  

NATO condemns continued crackdown in Syria, Kuwait News Agency, 1 February 

 

Baltic Air Patrols: 
Ministry Dubs NATO's Baltic Fighter Mission Biggest Victory in Years, ERR (Estonia), 10 February 

NATO fighter jets can patrol anything they want, Pravda, 9 February 

NATO extends Baltic air patrols until 2018, Associated Press, 8 February 

NATO Secretary General welcomes agreement on Baltic Air Policing, NATO News, 8 February 

 

Chicago Summit: 
NATO Allies gather in Washington to prepare Chicago Summit, NATO Press Release, 29 February   

NATO Allies discuss in Washington preparations for 
upcoming Chicago Summit, NATO News, 28 February 

 Introductory remarks by NATO Secretary General 

Anders Fogh Rasmussen at the National Defence University, 

Washington DC, 28 February 

 ♠♠ Remarks by NATO Secretary General Rasmussen 

at the Allied Command Transformation (ACT) Seminar, 

Washington DC, 28 February (photo credit: NATO); Press 

conference by NATO Secretary General Rasmussen and 

Supreme Allied Commander Transformation General 

Stéphane Abrial at the ACT Seminar, 28 February 

Chicago asked not to stifle wireless at G-8, NATO summits, The State Journal-Register, 15 February 

NATO and NATO Parliamentary Assembly focus on Chicago Summit priorities, NATO News, 13 February - 
the North Atlantic Council met with representatives of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly at NATO 
headquarters for an exchange of views on the priorities for the upcoming NATO summit in Chicago 

NATO, G8 In Chicago: Security Groups Ramping Up In Preparation For Expected Protests, Huffington Post, 
2 February 

http://csis.org/files/publication/120111_Afghanistan_Aspen_Paper.pdf
http://www.undp.org.af/Publications/KeyDocuments/2011/PPS-Eng%20Version-2011%20Final%20Lowest%20Res.pdf
http://www.rusi.org/publications/whitehall/ref:I4EE0ECF29E12E/
http://www.rusi.org/analysis/commentary/ref:C4F328B3696A01/
http://www.rusi.org/go.php?structureID=commentary&ref=C4F328C88D1539
http://www.rusi.org/go.php?structureID=commentary&ref=C4F328C88D1539
http://www.nti.rsvp1.com/gsn/article/us-calculates-big-military-footprint-may-be-needed-guard-syrian-chemical-arms/?mgh=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nti.org&mgf=1
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/02/19/us-syria-bosnia-lessons-idUSTRE81I05920120219
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/02/17/us-syria-nato-idUSTRE81G0ZF20120217
http://www.sundayszaman.com/sunday/newsDetail_getNewsById.action?newsId=271159
http://www.ndu.edu/press/lib/pdf/trans-perspectives/CTSS-TransPers-1.pdf
http://www.kuna.net.kw/ArticleDetails.aspx?id=2218744&language=en
http://news.err.ee/politics/c69829c4-bfab-4852-aeb9-786a6f3de9b3
http://english.pravda.ru/world/asia/09-02-2012/120465-nato_russia_fighter_jets_patrol-0/
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5iFu5mUtBGDl11TlM7s7jW6QzYW2Q?docId=54c8d351bf444733b6564a22cc779443
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-72C7BC42-42105AC5/natolive/news_84263.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/news_84761.htm?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NATO+Allies+gather+in+Washington+to+prepare+Chicago+Summit&utm_content=NATO+Allies+gather+in+Washington+to+prepare+Chicago+Summit+CID_58c676c7e6594bb917af29a772479219&utm_source=Email+marketing+software&utm_term=NATO+Allies+gather+in+Washington+to+prepare+Chicago+Summit
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/news_84679.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/news_84679.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/opinions_84670.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-C6A59509-24686931/natolive/opinions_84689.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/opinions_84671.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/opinions_84671.htm
http://www.sj-r.com/breaking/x1676724603/Chicago-asked-not-to-stifle-wireless-at-G-8-NATO-summits
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-4BF5FDED-44A8AAC0/natolive/news_84332.htm
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/02/04/nato-g8-chicago-security_n_1254381.html
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Occupying NATO and the G-8 in Chicago, The Bloomington Alternative, 31 January - Adbusters invokes 
spirit of '68 in call for worldwide protest 

NATO’s Chicago Summit: A Thorny Agenda, Karl-Heinz Kamp, Research Paper 70, NATO Defense College, 
January 2012 - currently, there are six core topics scheduled for Chicago - four "old" ones (stemming from 
the Lisbon summit) and two new ones. The old ones are Afghanistan, NATO-Russia, Missile Defence and 
the Deterrence and Defence Posture Review (DDPR) - the new ones being Libya/Arab-Spring and Smart 
Defence. Each of them is highly complex and it will be difficult to find consensus or summit "deliverables“ 

 

Conflict Prevention, Crisis Management & Humanitarian Relief: 
Slovenia and Greece aid snow-covered Montenegro, NATO News, 28 February - following heavy snowfall, 
Montenegro declared a state of emergency throughout the country and made a call for assistance from the 
Euro-Atlantic Disaster Response Coordination Centre (EADRCC), which is NATO's focal point for 
coordination of assistance provided by Allies and Partners in cases of civil emergency 

 

Cyber Security: 
Finmeccanica Says NATO Contract Is Gateway for More Cyber Work, Bloomberg, 1 March 

♠♠ Cyber-Weapons, Thomas Rid & Peter McBurney, RUSI Journal, February/ March 2012, Vol 157. No.1, 
pp6-13 - what are cyber-weapons? Instruments of code-borne attack span a wide spectrum, from generic but 
low-potential tools to specific but high-potential weaponry. This distinction suggests a two-pronged 
hypothesis that stands in stark contrast to some of the received wisdom on cyber-security. Maximising the 
destructive potential of a cyber-weapon is likely to come with a double effect: it will significantly increase the 
resources, intelligence and time required for development and deployment – and more destructive potential 
is likely to decrease the number of targets, the risk of collateral damage and the political utility of cyber-
weapons 

Nato to begin cyber security drive, Financial Times, 28 February 

Report: NATO Needs More Cyber Capabilities, National Journal, 27 February; NATO’s Cyber Capabilities: 
Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow, Jason Healey and Leendert van Bochoven, Atlantic Council Issue Brief, 
February 2012 

Wired Opinion: Cyberwar Is the New Yellowcake, Jerry Brito and Tate 
Watkins, Wired, 14 February 

NATO cyber defence centre ready to open, British Forces News/ You 
Tube, 14 February 

NATO cyber defense lags, FCW.com, 2 February 

NATO Doesn’t Yet Know How To Protect Its Networks, Wired News (blog), 
1 February  

Cyber-security: The vexed question of global rules, SDA Report, 30 
January 2012 - based on over 80 interviews with senior specialists and 
policy makers and a survey of 250 experts from around the world, this 
report “bridges the gap between cyber experts and political decision 
makers, highlighting the points of contention and important lessons that 
global leaders need to learn from recent experiences”. The report also 
grades the cyber-security capabilities of 21 countries analysing their 
strengths and weaknesses; comment: Big Mac: Security firm McAfee 
reveals a whopper about China's cyber capabilities, Andrew Elwell, 
DefenceIQ, 1 February 

 

Defence Budgets, Procurement and Private Military Companies: 
NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen video blog, ‘Committed to Capabilities’, 1 March 

Frost & Sullivan: Integration of C4ISR Systems Gets a New Thrust With Increased Deployment of NATO 
Forces, Market Watch (Press Release), 29 February 

Official: NATO Investment Critical Despite Fiscal Challenge, US DoD News Release, 28 February 

NATO Takes Innovative Lead With the Introduction of Mobile Virtual Training, defpro.news, 22 February 

NATO Common Funds Burdensharing: Background and Current Issues, Carl Ek, Congressional Research 
Service, 15 February 

http://www.bloomingtonalternative.com/node/10907
http://www.ndc.nato.int/download/downloads.php?icode=308
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/news_84375.htm?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NATO+Update+201209&utm_content=NATO+Update+201209+CID_3c2b49c87d83c301b8ccf7aa21135363&utm_source=Email+marketing+software&utm_term=Slovenia+and+Greece+aid+snow-covered+Montenegro
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-03-01/finmeccanica-says-nato-contract-is-gateway-for-more-cyber-work.html
http://www.rusi.org/publications/journal/ref:A4F43D3E174ADF/
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/7afcaa96-6243-11e1-872e-00144feabdc0.html
http://www.nationaljournal.com/tech/report-nato-needs-more-cyber-capabilities-20120227
http://www.acus.org/files/publication_pdfs/403/022712_ACUS_NATOSmarter_IBM.pdf
http://www.acus.org/files/publication_pdfs/403/022712_ACUS_NATOSmarter_IBM.pdf
http://www.wired.com/threatlevel/2012/02/yellowcake-and-cyberwar/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8US8MSpyhOM
http://fcw.com/articles/2012/02/02/nato-cyber-defense-lagging.aspx
http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2012/02/nato-cyber/
http://www.securitydefenceagenda.org/Contentnavigation/Library/Libraryoverview/tabid/1299/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/3063/New-SDA-report-Cybersecurity-The-vexed-question-of-global-rules.aspx
http://www.defenceiq.com/defence-technology/articles/big-mac-security-firm-mcafee-reveals-a-whopper-abo/&mac=DFIQ_OI_Featured_2011&utm_source=defenceiq.com&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DefOptIn&utm_content=2/2/12
http://www.defenceiq.com/defence-technology/articles/big-mac-security-firm-mcafee-reveals-a-whopper-abo/&mac=DFIQ_OI_Featured_2011&utm_source=defenceiq.com&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DefOptIn&utm_content=2/2/12
http://andersfogh.info/2012/03/01/committed-to-capabilities?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Secretary+Generals+Blog+-+Committed+to+Capabilities&utm_content=Secretary+Generals+Blog+-+Committed+to+Capabilities+CID_6e09f20e6776560f09271ae98a38b22d&utm_source=Email+marketing+software&utm_term=here
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/frost-sullivan-integration-of-c4isr-systems-gets-a-new-thrust-with-increased-deployment-of-nato-forces-2012-02-29
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/frost-sullivan-integration-of-c4isr-systems-gets-a-new-thrust-with-increased-deployment-of-nato-forces-2012-02-29
http://www.defense.gov/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=67359
http://www.defpro.com/news/details/32634/?SID=2a3f8ec310e6c98dc868965b8ca46b54
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RL30150.pdf
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NATO - Distributed Networked Battle Labs (DNBL): a virtual 
platform for real tests, NATOchannel.tv/ You Tube, 12 
February 

'Plug and Play' to Bridge NATO Asymmetries, The Journal of 
Turkish Weekly, 6 February 

NATO looks at 'Smart Defense' to cut costs, Deutsche Welle, 
5 February 

NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen video 
blog, ‘Connected Forces’, 4 February 

NATO Will Buy Its First Spy Drones, Eventually, Wired News, 
31 January 

NATO To OK Global Hawks, Announce Interim Missile 
Defense Capability, Colin Clark, AOL Defense, 31 January 

 

Drones:  
♠♠ Remotely Piloted War - How Drone War Became The American Way of Life, Tom Engelhardt, 
TomDispatch.com, 23 February 

NATO to Spend 3 Billion Euros on Global Hawk Program, Defense News, 15 February 

NATO to buy 5 US-made reconnaissance drones after Libya war exposed shortcomings, Washington Post, 
15 February 

Pentagon Budget Said to Fund First NATO Global Hawk Drones, Bloomberg Business Week, 10 February 

Canada pulls out of NATO surveillance project, CBC.ca, 9 February - U.S., Germany, Norway among 
countries in UAV surveillance project based in Italy 

NATO's new Unmanned Air Vehicles, NATOchannel.tv/ You Tube, 6 February 

U.S. Said to Target Rescuers at Drone Strike Sites, New York Times, 5 February; U.S. Accused of Using 
Drones to Target Rescue Workers and Funerals in Pakistan, Democracy Now, 6 February 

NATO Agrees to Fund Surveillance Operation Using Northrop Drones, Bloomberg, 3 February 

‘Congress Calls For Accelerated Use Of Drones In U.S.’, Secrecy News, FAS Project on Government 
Secrecy, Volume 2012, Issue No. 9, 3 February - a House-Senate conference report called on the 
Administration to accelerate the use of civilian unmanned aerial 
systems (UAS), or "drones," in U.S. airspace. The pending 
authorization bill for the Federal Aviation Administration directs 
the Secretary of Transporation to develop within nine months "a 
comprehensive plan to safely accelerate the integration of civil 
unmanned aircraft systems into the national airspace system".  

Obama Defends Drone Use, Wall Street Journal, 31 January - in 
a rare official discussion of the covert drone program run by the 
CIA, President Barack Obama defended the US' use of drones to 
strike suspected terrorists in Pakistan and elsewhere yesterday 
during a Google+ hangout. Obama maintained that the drone 
program has not been responsible for a "huge" number of civilian 
casualties, and is "kept on a very tight leash" so as to be 
extremely targeted toward "active terrorists"           (photo credit: Third Way/ flickr) 

 

Enlargement and Partnerships: 
Boosting training and education with NATO`s partners, NATO News, 15 February - Partnership Training and 
Education Centres (PTEC) play an essential role in supporting NATO’s objectives for partnership with non-
member countries. Initially launched in 1999 under the Partnership for Peace programme to develop training 
and education activities with Euro-Atlantic partners, activities have since been opened to participation of all 
partners. Most of the 23 institutions that currently make up the network of centres – of which 12 are located 
in partner countries – took part in an annual networking event known as the “Marketplace” at NATO HQ 

Armenia 

Armenia-NATO cooperation deepens-President, Information-Analytic Agency NEWS.am, 13 February 

By continuing to outsource high-
risk jobs that were previously 
performed by soldiers, the 
military, in effect, is privatizing 
the ultimate sacrifice 

Steven L. Schooner, law 
professor at George Washington 
University, cited in Risks of 
Afghan War Shift From Soldiers 
to Contractors, New York Times, 
11 February 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q84XKFEPFJE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q84XKFEPFJE
http://www.turkishweekly.net/news/131064/-39-plug-and-play-39-to-bridge-nato-asymmetries.html
http://www.dw.de/dw/article/0,,15719244,00.html
http://andersfogh.info/2012/02/04/connected-forces?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Secretary+Generals+Blog+-+Connected+Forces&utm_content=Secretary+Generals+Blog+-+Connected+Forces+CID_946fd7c3f91639e8f1801c7d646d7bb1&utm_source=Email+marketing+software&utm_term=here
http://andersfogh.info/2012/02/04/connected-forces?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Secretary+Generals+Blog+-+Connected+Forces&utm_content=Secretary+Generals+Blog+-+Connected+Forces+CID_946fd7c3f91639e8f1801c7d646d7bb1&utm_source=Email+marketing+software&utm_term=here
http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2012/01/nato-global-hawk/
http://defense.aol.com/2012/01/31/nato-to-ok-5-global-hawks-announce-interim-missile-defense-capa/?icid=related1
http://defense.aol.com/2012/01/31/nato-to-ok-5-global-hawks-announce-interim-missile-defense-capa/?icid=related1
http://www.tomdispatch.com/post/175507/tomgram%3A_engelhardt%2C_the_arrival_of_the_warrior_corporation/
http://www.defensenews.com/article/20120215/DEFREG01/302150015/NATO-Spend-3-Billion-Euros-Global-Hawk-Program?odyssey=tab|topnews|text|FRONTPAGE
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/nato-to-buy-5-us-made-reconnaissance-drones-after-libya-war-exposed-shortcomings/2012/02/15/gIQAF8pdFR_story.html
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2012-02-10/pentagon-budget-said-to-fund-first-nato-global-hawk-drones.html
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/story/2012/02/09/pol-canada-nato-alliance-ground-surveillance.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JgytYDJ8s8E
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/06/world/asia/us-drone-strikes-are-said-to-target-rescuers.html?_r=1&ref=asia
http://www.democracynow.org/2012/2/6/us_accused_of_using_drones_to
http://www.democracynow.org/2012/2/6/us_accused_of_using_drones_to
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-02-03/nato-agrees-to-fund-surveillance-operation-using-northrop-drones.html
http://www.fas.org/sgp/news/2012/02/faa-uas.html
http://www.fas.org/sgp/news/2012/02/faa-uas.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204652904577193673318589462.html
http://www.flickr.com/photos/thirdwaythinktank/
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-1A461B80-7CD767FF/natolive/news_84451.htm
http://news.am/eng/news/93135.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/12/world/asia/afghan-war-risks-are-shifting-to-contractors.html?_r=1&nl=todaysheadlines&emc=tha2
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/12/world/asia/afghan-war-risks-are-shifting-to-contractors.html?_r=1&nl=todaysheadlines&emc=tha2
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/12/world/asia/afghan-war-risks-are-shifting-to-contractors.html?_r=1&nl=todaysheadlines&emc=tha2
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Azerbaijan 

Baku to improve ties with NATO, New Europe, 26 February 

Azerbaijani President meets NATO Secretary General in Brussels, Trend.az, 15 February/ NATO Secretary 
General welcomes President Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan at NATO Headquarters, NATOchannel.tv/ You Tube, 
15 February 

China       (photo credit: US-China Today/ flickr) 

NATO Military Delegation Discusses Cooperation 
with Chinese Authorities in Beijing, defpro.news, 
17 February 

China And NATO Talk Regularly: "Getting To 
Know You', Colin Clark, AOL Defense, 31 
January 

Georgia 

Georgia’s Exclusion from NATO: Is the West Out 
of Excuses?  Seth Mandell, Commentary, 31 
January 

India 

Worth exploring NATO partnership with India: 
Pentagon, The Hindu, 2 March 

NATO-India: Prospects of A Partnership, Robert 
Helbig, NATO Defense College Research Paper No. 73, February 2012 

Israel 

Turks torpedo Israel Navy participation in NATO op, Jerusalem Post, 10 February 

Japan 

Deputy Secretary General welcomes Japanese donation for Afghan Forces Training, NATO News, 21 
January - the NATO Deputy Secretary General welcomed an important contribution of $20 million from the 
Japanese Government to the Afghan National Army Trust Fund. The donation will support long-term basic 
literacy training for the Afghan National Security Forces; Joint Press Point - NATO Deputy SecGen w/ 
Ambassador Japan to Belgium, NATOchannel.tv/ You Tube, 21 February 

Macedonia 

President Ivanov sends letter to NATO Heads of State, EMportal, 19 February - Macedonian President 
Gjorge Ivanov sent a letter to NATO Heads of State asking for support for the Republic of Macedonia’s 
NATO membership, because as he said, it is an opportunity the injustice from Bucharest to be repaired 

Macedonia Asks to Join NATO despite Greek Opposition, Naharnet, 18 February  

Macedonia Doubles NATO Membership Efforts Amid Doubts, Eurasia Review, 16 February 

Tajikistan 

NATO-sponsored project to help secure dangerous munitions in Tajikistan, NATO News, 31 January - fifteen 
years after the end of a civil war, Tajikistan is left with thousands of tonnes of munitions insecurely stored in 
makeshift storage sites across the country. Several more munitions caches lie undiscovered, posing a major 
security threat. A Partnership Trust Fund project will soon help Tajikistan counter this threat 

NATO's not so smart initiative, Emanuele Scimia, Asia Times, 9 February - NATO has launched a trust fund 
project to secure or destroy munitions in Tajikistan. But impending developments in Afghanistan, coupled 
with budgetary constraints in Europe and the US, will curb the Alliance's projection in Central and South Asia 

Ukraine 

NATO week running in Kyiv, The National News Agency of Ukraine, 6 February 

Ukraine's Game of Risk, Paweł Wołowski, New Eastern Europe, 23 January 

UN 

NATO and the United Nations Agree to Intensify Cooperation to Support Children Affected by Armed 
Conflict, NATO Press Release, 22 February  

http://www.neurope.eu/article/baku-improve-ties-nato
http://en.trend.az/news/politics/1992750.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=japYIu_xI6o
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=japYIu_xI6o
http://www.flickr.com/photos/71825878@N08/
http://www.defpro.com/news/details/32529/?SID=bdc7b47a000a317f0769c30014ce01de
http://www.defpro.com/news/details/32529/?SID=bdc7b47a000a317f0769c30014ce01de
http://defense.aol.com/2012/01/31/china-and-nato-talk-regularly-getting-to-know-you/
http://defense.aol.com/2012/01/31/china-and-nato-talk-regularly-getting-to-know-you/
http://www.commentarymagazine.com/2012/01/31/georgia-exclusion-from-nato/
http://www.commentarymagazine.com/2012/01/31/georgia-exclusion-from-nato/
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/article2953264.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/article2953264.ece
http://www.ndc.nato.int/download/downloads.php?icode=319
http://www.jpost.com/DiplomacyAndPolitics/Article.aspx?id=257279
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-3298EAB5-01D47C6E/natolive/news_84602.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HagnNiN-EeM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HagnNiN-EeM
http://www.emg.rs/en/news/region/174952.html
http://www.naharnet.com/stories/en/30535-macedonia-asks-to-join-nato-despite-greek-opposition
http://www.eurasiareview.com/16022012-macedonia-doubles-nato-membership-efforts-amid-doubts/
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-0B433E89-02ABA12C/natolive/news_83886.htm
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/Central_Asia/NB09Ag01.html
http://www.ukrinform.ua/eng/order/?id=244279&ulq=International
http://www.neweasterneurope.eu/node/165
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/news_84642.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/news_84642.htm
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NATO's UN Liaison Officer addresses West-Point cadets, NATO News, 8 February - ''NATO delivers 
security'', theme of NATO's Chicago Summit in May, was one of the topics of a series of briefings to West-
Point cadets by NATO's Military Liaison Officer to the United Nations, Col. Paul Van der Hei 

 

Exercises:  
Cold Response 2012 (12-21 March)     (Cold Response 2009, Norway – 

photo credit: soldatnytt/ flickr) 

NATO tests its forces in Arctic, The Voice of Russia, 9 February – 
16,000 people as well as fighting ships and aviation from Denmark, 
Canada, Netherlands, Norway, France, Sweden, UK and the US 
are to take part 

Proud Manta 12 (14-16 February) 

NATO Forces in the Mediterraenan for Exercise PROUD MANTA 12, DVIDS, 6 February - from Feb. 14-26, 
11 NATO nations will provide five submarines, 15 aircraft (including shore and ship based helos) and 12 
surface ships (including two auxiliary ships from Italy and one NATO research vessel) to take part in Proud 
Manta 12, NATO’s largest anti-submarine warfare exercise. The exercise will take place in the Ionian Sea to 
the southeast of Sicily. Forces are provided by Canada, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Netherlands, 
Norway, Spain, Turkey, the United Kingdom, and the United States 

 

Iran: 
NATO to Iran: Don't worry about missile shield unless you plan attack, Today’s Zaman, 13 February 

NATO must bolster ties with states threatened by nuclear Iran, expert says, Haaretz, 1 February - researcher 
at NATO Defence College says nuclear Iran would increase 'subconventional confrontations of 'nuclear 
hedging' among NATO partners in the region'  

Hormuz-Mania - Why Closure of the Strait of Hormuz Could Ignite a War and a Global Depression, Michael 
T. Klare, TomDispatch.com, 31 January 

 

Kosovo:  
NATO Updates Plans For Kosovo Draw Down, Aviation Week, 9 February 

Dialogue historic chance, NATO chief says, B92, 3 February - NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen said Friday that the continuation of the Belgrade-Priština dialogue is of vital importance 

Kosovo and Serbia: A Little Goodwill Could Go a Long Way, International Crisis Group Europe Report 
N°2152, Feb 2012 

NATO “thwarted” organ trade investigation, B92, 1 February - Former Hague Tribunal Chief Prosecutor Carla 
Del Ponte has stated that NATO thwarted the investigation into the human organ trafficking in Kosovo 

 

Libya: 
Libya, One Year On: National Transitional Council Struggles with Revolutionary Change, ICRtoP blog, 28 
February 

NATO: Caught in the headlights, Marwan Bishara, Al Jazeera, 21 February 

As Calls for Intervention in Syria Grow, Vijay Prashad Urges Reevaluation of NATO Attack on Libya, 
Democracy Now, 21 February 

UK Defence Committee claims that civilian casualties from NATO bombing in Libya 'cannot be counted' and 
admits that it ‘does not have the power’ to press for scrutiny of NATO's analysis of the conflict, NATO Watch 

Press Briefing, 21 February 

♠♠ NATO's secret war against Gadhafi, David Pugliese, The Ottawa 
Citizen, 21 February - officially, international forces weren't 
supposed to take sides. In reality, they played a key role in the 
rebels' victory 

♠♠ The Libya Mission One Year Later: The rules of engagement, 
David Pugliese, The Ottawa Citizen, 19 February 

(Libya 24 February – photo credit: andycarvin/ flickr) 

http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-3B1B3485-3F8C150F/natolive/news_84295.htm
http://www.flickr.com/photos/soldatnytt/
http://english.ruvr.ru/2012/02/09/65676508.html
http://www.dvidshub.net/news/83373/nato-forces-mediterraenan-exercise-proud-manta-12
http://www.todayszaman.com/news-271205-nato-to-iran-dont-worry-about-missile-shield-unless-you-are-planning-attack.html
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/news/nato-must-bolster-ties-with-states-threatened-by-nuclear-iran-expert-says-1.410284
http://www.tomdispatch.com/post/175496/tomgram%3A_michael_klare%2C_no_exit_in_the_persian_gulf/
http://www.aviationweek.com/aw/generic/story_channel.jsp?channel=defense&id=news/dti/2012/02/01/DT_02_01_2012_p18-415851.xml&headline=NATO%20Updates%20Plans%20For%20Kosovo%20Draw%20Down
http://www.b92.net/eng/news/politics-article.php?yyyy=2012&mm=02&dd=03&nav_id=78610
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/europe/balkans/kosovo/215-kosovo-and-serbia-a-little-goodwill-could-go-a-long-way.aspx
http://www.b92.net/eng/news/crimes-article.php?yyyy=2012&mm=02&dd=01&nav_id=78571
http://icrtopblog.org/2012/02/28/libya-one-year-on-national-transitional-council-struggles-with-revolutionary-change/
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2012/02/201221911176322796.html
http://www.democracynow.org/2012/2/21/as_calls_for_intervention_in_syria
http://www.natowatch.org/node/624
http://www.natowatch.org/node/624
http://www.montrealgazette.com/news/NATO+secret+against+Gadhafi/6184985/story.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/news/Libya+Mission+Year+Later+rules+engagement/6176389/story.html
http://www.flickr.com/photos/andycarvin/
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One year on: chaotic Libya reveals the perils of humanitarian 
intervention, Peter Beaumont, The Observer, 19 February  

Mbeki lashes out at UN, Nato over Libya attacks, Times Live, 
17 February 

Canadian commander in Libya warns of tough transition, 
CBC.ca, 14 February - reports of torture, prisoner abuse 
persist after Gaddafi's death 

NATO Ponders The Long-Term Cost Of Libya, Strategy Page, 
13 February 

Daalder, Stavridis Should Consider the Problems Libya 
Intervention Caused, The NATO Monitor, 8 February 

Nato Death Toll in Libya 'Cannot be Counted', International 
Business Times, 8 February  

Mali Besieged by Fighters Fleeing Libya, Scott Stewart, 
STRATFOR, 2 February  

Blame Nato for the mess in Libya, Ramzy Baroud, Gulf News, 
1 February - unrepresentative NTC is unable to control 
militias, tribes and factions, which are committing human 
rights abuses in a bid to settle scores 

UK Defence Committee - Ninth Report: Operations in Libya, 
House of Commons, 25 January 

Stability in a Post-Gaddafi Libya, Melodee M. Baines, NATO 
Civil-Military Fusion Centre (CFC), Mediterranean Basin 
thematic report, January 2012 

Libya Crisis: National Security Adviser's Review of Central Co-ordination and Lessons Learned, 10 Downing 
Street, UK Government, 1 December 

 

Maritime Security and Piracy:  
NATO Group sails on anti-terrorist mission: Active Endeavour, DVIDS, 28 February 

Denmark piracy raid off Somalia leaves two dead, BBC News, 28 February – the Danish Navy has said two 
hostages have been killed as a Danish warship confronted a pirate vessel off the coast of Somalia 

NATO maritime group completes port visit to Tunis, DVIDS, 15 February  

Maritime Transport And Destabilizing Commodity Flows, Hugh Griffiths and Michael Jenks, SIPRI Policy 
Paper 32, January 2012  

International Coast Guard forum needed to discuss Arctic security issues, says CSIS, Fierce Homeland 
Security, 19 January 

Regional Courts and Prisons: Developing Local Capacity to Prosecute Somali Pirates, Amber Ramsey 
NATO Civil-Military Fusion Centre (CFC), Anti-Piracy thematic report, January 2012 

 

Missile Defence: 
♠♠ Lifting the Lid on Menwith Hill: the strategic roles and 
economic impact of the US Spy Base in Yorkshire, Steve 
Schofield, Yorkshire CND, March 2012 – this report sheds light 
on the work of the US base which is run by the National Security 
Agency (NSA) under an informal and secretive lease agreement 
with the UK Government. Important questions are raised within 
the report regarding the base's accountability to Parliament – 
Read NATO Watch’s review of this report, here 

NATO Military Committee visits US Navy Destroyer with Ballistic 
Missile Defence Capabilities, NATO News, 29 February  

NATO Chief Says Missile Defense Talks With Russia at 
Standstill, Global Security Newswire, 29 February 

This is destruction! We're 
destroying Libya with our bare 
hands 

Nouri Ftais, a 51-year-old militia 
commander trying to restore calm 
after a firefight with another 
militia in Tripoli, Libya, where the 
government has become virtually 
paralyzed by rivalries, local 
grievances and an abundance of 
arms, Libya Struggles to Curb 
Militias as Chaos Grows, New 
York Times, 8 February 

NATO’s operation in Libya has 
rightly been hailed as a model 
intervention 

NATO's Victory in Libya, Ivo H. 
Daalder (US permanent 
representative to NATO) and 
James G. Stavridis (NATO’s 
supreme allied commander for 
Europe), Foreign Affairs, 2 
February 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/feb/19/peter-beaumont-libya-intervention-gaddafi
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/feb/19/peter-beaumont-libya-intervention-gaddafi
http://www.timeslive.co.za/local/2012/02/17/mbeki-lashes-out-at-un-nato-over-libya-attacks
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/story/2012/02/13/libya-canada-nato-commander.html
http://www.strategypage.com/htmw/htlead/articles/20120213.aspx
http://natomonitor.blogspot.com/2012/02/daalder-stavridis-should-consider.html
http://natomonitor.blogspot.com/2012/02/daalder-stavridis-should-consider.html
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/articles/295199/20120208/nato-libya-civilian-death-toll-mps.htm
http://www.stratfor.com/weekly/mali-besieged-fighters-fleeing-libya?utm_source=freelist-f&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20120202&utm_term=sweekly&utm_content=title&elq=c2347fae670c49989f1185fae8bcdb88
http://gulfnews.com/opinions/columnists/blame-nato-for-the-mess-in-libya-1.974030
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201012/cmselect/cmdfence/950/95002.htm
http://www.number10.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Lessons-Learned-30-Nov.pdf
http://www.dvidshub.net/news/84489/nato-group-sails-anti-terrorist-mission-active-endeavour
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-17195162
http://www.dvidshub.net/news/83869/nato-maritime-group-completes-port-visit-tunis
http://books.sipri.org/files/PP/SIPRIPP32.pdf
http://www.fiercehomelandsecurity.com/story/international-coast-guard-forum-needed-discuss-arctic-security-issues-says-/2012-01-19
http://www.natowatch.org/sites/default/files/liftingthelid.pdf
http://www.natowatch.org/sites/default/files/liftingthelid.pdf
http://www.natowatch.org/node/628
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-780C4320-ACC9A09C/natolive/news_84827.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-780C4320-ACC9A09C/natolive/news_84827.htm
http://www.nti.rsvp1.com/gsn/article/nato-chief-says-missile-defense-talks-russia-standstill/?mgh=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nti.org&mgf=1
http://www.nti.rsvp1.com/gsn/article/nato-chief-says-missile-defense-talks-russia-standstill/?mgh=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nti.org&mgf=1
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/09/world/africa/libyas-new-government-unable-to-control-militias.html?_r=1&nl=todaysheadlines&emc=tha2
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/09/world/africa/libyas-new-government-unable-to-control-militias.html?_r=1&nl=todaysheadlines&emc=tha2
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/137073/ivo-h-daalder-and-james-g-stavridis/natos-victory-in-libya
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US forces manning radar defense site in Turkey, Today’s Zaman, 27 February 

U.S. Confirms Radar Site in Turkey is Operational, Global Security Newswire, 27 February 

Russia Vows to Neutralize NATO Missile Shield if Deal is Not Struck, Global Security Newswire, 22 February 

U.S. IDs Aegis Antimissile Ships Set for Deployment in Spain, Global Security Newswire, 17 February 

European, U.S. Targets Within Reach of Iranian Missiles, General Says, Global Security Newswire, 17 
February 

Russia Says NATO Missile-Defense Talks At 'Dead End', Radio 
Free Europe/ Radio Liberty, 6 February 

NATO: Missile shield plans proceed despite Russia, Associated 
Press, 4 February 

Putin Says NATO Missile System Pointed At Russia, Radio Free 
Europe/ Radio Liberty, 3 February 

NATO Will Switch On Its (Tiny) Missile Shield in May, Wired, 2 
February 

NATO 'to base missile shield command in Germany', AFP, 2 
February 

Russia, NATO May Hold Missile Defense Drills in March, RIA 
Novosti, 2 February 

NATO Missile Defence Information Leaflet, January 2012 

 

NATO Defence Ministers Meeting – Brussels, 2-3 February: 
NATO Communications 

Press conference by NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen following the meeting of NATO 
Defence Ministers, 3 February 

NATO Reaffirms Commitment to 2014 Lisbon Goal in Afghanistan, NATO News, 3 February - Defence 
Ministers of the 50 NATO and ISAF nations met today to review the security situation in Afghanistan and 
discuss NATO’s enduring commitment to Afghanistan 

Opening remarks by NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen at the Meeting of NATO Defence 
Ministers with non-NATO ISAF Contributing Nations, 3 February 

NATO Defence Ministers discuss security situation in Northern Kosovo, NATO News, 3 February - NATO 
Defence Ministers reviewed the security situation in the northern part of Kosovo which experienced an 
increase in violence in 2011. Allies were joined by Ministers from non-NATO troop contributors and a 
representative of the European Union 

Opening remarks by NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen at the Meeting of NATO Defence Ministers with 
non-NATO KFOR Contributing Nations, 3 February 

NATO Defence Ministers support Smart Defence as a driver 
for change, NATO News, 2 February - NATO Defence 
Ministers gave their support to the goal to achieve a 
maximum effect and efficiency with funds allocated to 
defence, by cooperating more on multinational initiatives 
(photo credit: NATO) 

NATO Defence Ministers pave the way to Chicago Summit, 
NATO News, 2 February - the Defence Ministers of NATO’s 
28 Allies and over 20 partner countries meet in Brussels for talks on a range of issues including Afghanistan, 
Smart Defence and NATO Reform 

Press conference, NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen following the Defence Ministers 
meeting, 2 February; see You Tube Q&A here 

Opening statement by NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen at the Defence Ministers meeting, 
2 February; see You Tube version here 

We have to either build our own 
antimissile defense or give some 
asymmetrical answers 

Vladimir Putin, Russian Prime 
Minister, warning his government 
would mount a strong response 
to US missile defence efforts in 
Europe; Putin Warns of 
"Asymmetric" Response to U.S. 
Missile Defense, Global Security 
Newswire, 23 February 

http://www.todayszaman.com/news-272614-us-forces-manning-radar-defense-site-in-turkey.html
http://www.nti.rsvp1.com/gsn/article/us-confirms-radar-site-turkey-operational/?mgh=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nti.org&mgf=1
http://www.nti.rsvp1.com/gsn/article/russia-vows-neutralize-nato-missile-shield-if-deal-not-struck/?mgh=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nti.org&mgf=1
http://www.nti.rsvp1.com/gsn/article/us-names-antimissile-ships-be-sent-spain/?mgh=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nti.org&mgf=1
http://www.nti.rsvp1.com/gsn/article/european-us-targets-seen-within-irans-missile-reach/?mgh=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nti.org&mgf=1
http://www.rferl.org/content/russia_nato_missile_defense_talks/24474887.html
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5jC7ou8mEjUUcBBy-c0B3DASMKHUw?docId=cc09bf12a01a4d328f1ea93b7a0dd59e
http://www.rferl.org/content/russia_nato_missile_system_united_states/24471877.html
http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2012/02/nato-missile-defense/
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5hSSor5zJXfAZ35ozALdziIFz8LNg?docId=CNG.4ad67d015c2ad83e7e3426359ce3e096.511
http://en.ria.ru/world/20120202/171092506.html
http://www.nato.int/nato_static/assets/pdf/pdf_topics/20120127_MissileDefence_en.pdf
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/opinions_84174.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/news_84105.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/opinions_84107.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-EE9171C2-A9473E51/natolive/news_84106.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/opinions_84103.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/news_84014.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/news_84014.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-C732C5D8-66E9991E/natolive/news_83986.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/opinions_84017.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=14DoryPkL2o&feature=relmfu
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/opinions_84002.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t6CaIvuJyNM
http://www.nti.rsvp1.com/gsn/article/putin-warns-disproportional-response-us-missile-defense/?mgh=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nti.org&mgf=1
http://www.nti.rsvp1.com/gsn/article/putin-warns-disproportional-response-us-missile-defense/?mgh=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nti.org&mgf=1
http://www.nti.rsvp1.com/gsn/article/putin-warns-disproportional-response-us-missile-defense/?mgh=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nti.org&mgf=1
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Arrival statement by NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen prior to the NATO Defence 
Ministers meetings at NATO Headquarters, 2 February; see You Tube version here 

Press briefing by the NATO Spokesperson, Oana Lungescu, 1 February 

Media Reaction 

Panetta Provides Perspectives From Trip to NATO, Germany, American Forces Press Service, US 
Department of Defense, 10 February 

Canadian Defence Minister Attends the NATO Defence Ministers Meeting in 
Brussels, defpro.com, 6 February 

Politics drives exit from Afghanistan, Deb Riechmann, Associated Press, 4 
February  

Day 2 talks for NATO defence ministers, British Forces News, 3 February 

Funding Afghan security on NATO agenda, Euronews, 3 February 

NATO to Acquire First Fleet of Unarmed Drones, Wall Street Journal, 3 February  

Cost drives NATO bid for smaller Afghan army, Reuters, 3 February 

NATO nations finally agree deal on drone project, Reuters, 3 February 

NATO ministers mull financing for Afghan security forces post-2014, Washington 
Post, 3 February 

U.S. Will Keep Fighting as Afghans Take the Lead, Panetta Says, New York 
Times, 2 February 

NATO ministers mull Afghan drawdown, Newsday, 2 February 

NATO Defense Ministers Discuss Afghanistan Withdrawal, Voice of America, 2 
February 

Panetta faces tough NATO meeting after budget shift, Reuters, 1 February 

 

NATO-Russia Relations: 
Russia to Rebuild Military Airfields near NATO Borders, RIA Novosti, 22 February 

Putin Pledges 400 ICBMs for Russia in Ten Years, RIA Novosti, 20 February 

Winter Academy opens in Russia, NATO News, 16 February - on 13 February, the 14th edition of the Winter 
Academy opened in Abramtsevo on the outskirts of Moscow. The title of this year’s event is “NATO and 
partners: searching for common answers to new security challenges” 

Russia’s military: modern warfare the Moscow way, Charles Clover, Financial Times, 31 January - Kremlin 
plans to restore the army’s flagging power are meeting resistance at home 

 

Nuclear Weapons:       (photo credit: hellothomas/flickr)   
♠♠ The NATO Deterrence and Defence Posture Review: A Status 
Report, Simon Lunn and Ian Kearns, European Leadership Network for 
Multilateral Nuclear Disarmament and Non-proliferation, ELN NATO 
Policy Brief No.1, February 2012 - Based on interviews with 
international and national staff at NATO headquarters in Brussels, the 
paper outlines the current NATO review process and state of play, the 
national positions being taken up in the debate, and the issues at stake. 
It argues that without the injection of political interest and leadership 
there is a risk the opportunity for a comprehensive re-think of required NATO capabilities in new 
circumstances is being missed along with a vital opportunity to identify new avenues for productive dialogue 
with Russia. Prospects for the Chicago Summit in May are consequently uncertain at best. NATO cohesion 
and effectiveness, along with the overall security climate in Europe, may suffer as a result 

Poland, NATO and Non-Strategic Nuclear Weapons in Europe, Andrew Somerville, Ian Kearns and Malcolm 
Chalmers, RUSI and ELN Occasional Paper, February 2012 - this paper is the product of an ELN-RUSI 
partnership programme to address particular national positions in the non-strategic nuclear weapons 
(NSNW) debate within NATO. The series starts with Poland because it could have a pivotal role to play, and 
has a position that is complex and too often caricatured. The paper charts Poland’s security concerns and 

Should 
Russia join 
NATO? No, it 
shouldn’t, 
because 
world powers 
create 
alliances, not 
join them 

Russian 
Deputy Prime 
Minister 
Dmitry 
Rogozin, 
Russia and 
NATO: 
symbiosis of 
opposites, 
Voice of 
Russia, 17 
February 

http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/opinions_83992.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AWuKva0cBio
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/news_83883.htm?mode=pressrelease
http://www.defense.gov/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=67153
http://www.defpro.com/news/details/32073/?SID=08c2d994d08685347130a99087609c98
http://www.defpro.com/news/details/32073/?SID=08c2d994d08685347130a99087609c98
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hbyvNgZFi8rerQmhAtELStjk2nlQ?docId=e449e5546cc745b9bb88abf68f89412d
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cABReurbc8A
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DewVaWHmNks
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203711104577201913461250618.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/02/03/us-nato-afghanistan-forces-idUSTRE81220320120203
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/02/03/nato-ags-idUSL5E8D32AR20120203
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia-pacific/nato-ministers-mull-financing-for-afghan-security-forces-post-2014/2012/02/03/gIQAk9jMmQ_story.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/03/world/asia/nato-focuses-on-timetable-for-afghan-withdrawal.html?_r=1
http://www.newsday.com/news/nato-ministers-mull-afghan-drawdown-1.3498026
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/asia/NATO-Defense-Ministers-Discuss-Afghanistan-Withdrawal-138552449.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/02/01/us-nato-usa-panetta-idUSTRE8100CU20120201
http://en.ria.ru/mlitary_news/20120222/171463064.html
http://en.ria.ru/russia/20120220/171407962.html
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/news_84345.htm?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NATO+Update+-+201207&utm_content=NATO+Update+-+201207+CID_34f51d2b8e5b2f48e5924207a1d07596&utm_source=Email+marketing+software&utm_term=Winter+Academy+opens+in+Russia
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/6c90e0c2-4b36-11e1-88a3-00144feabdc0.html
http://www.flickr.com/photos/hellothomas/
http://www.europeanleadershipnetwork.org/medialibrary/2012/02/20/e65f335d/NATO%20-%20DDPR.%20A%20Status%20Report.pdf
http://www.europeanleadershipnetwork.org/medialibrary/2012/02/20/e65f335d/NATO%20-%20DDPR.%20A%20Status%20Report.pdf
http://www.europeanleadershipnetwork.org/medialibrary/2012/02/20/4028797d/Poland.%20NATO%20and%20NSNW%20in%20Europe.pdf
http://english.ruvr.ru/2012_02_17/66329102/
http://english.ruvr.ru/2012_02_17/66329102/
http://english.ruvr.ru/2012_02_17/66329102/
http://english.ruvr.ru/2012_02_17/66329102/
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changing foreign policy considerations, and sets the country’s approach to the nuclear question within that 
wider context. Further papers on Turkey and the Baltic States will follow 

♠♠ Away from a World of Peril, Sam Nunn, Survival, Vol. 54 No. 1, February–March 2012,pp. 234–244 

Strong Russian Nuclear Force Deters Conflict, Putin Says, Global Security Newswire, 27 February 

Tactical Nuclear Weapons In Italy: Striking a Balance between 
Disarmament Aspirations and Alliance Obligations, Paolo Foradori, 
The Nonproliferation Review Volume 19 Issue 1, 2012 

Nonstrategic Nuclear Weapons, Amy F. Woolf, Congressional 
Research Service, 14 February 

New START Follow-Up Talks Seen Addressing All US, Russian 
Nuclear Arms, Global Security Newswire, 13 February 

New push to remove tactical nuclear weapons from Europe, Julian 
Borger, The Guardian (blog), 3 February - more than 20 years after 
the Cold War there are still more than a thousand nuclear bombs 
and short-range missiles in Europe ready to launch at very short 
notice. Now there is a new idea on how to get off the continent's old 
front lines. 

Tactical nuclear weapons 'are an anachronism', Gordon Corera, 
BBC News, 3 February 
 

Reform: 
Former US defense official Vershbow takes over as NATO’s deputy 
chief, Washington Post, 15 February 

Ambassador Alexander Vershbow takes office as NATO Deputy 
Secretary General, NATO News, 13 February 

 

Responsibility to Protect (R2P):  
Civil Society Reflects on Challenges for RtoP Post-Libya, International Coalition for the Responsibility to 
Protect, February 2012 

Western intervention in Syria won't work, so what's to be done to stop the killing?  Mehdi Hasan, New 
Statesman, 9 February 

Mugabe fears Nato attack, Zimbabwe Independent, 3 February 

R2P: The Next Decade, Rachel Gerber, The Stanley Foundation, Policy Memo, February 2012 

 

Special Forces: 
NATO’s Special Forces Network, NATO News, 27 February - the skills and expertise of Special Forces are 
valuable assets to NATO operations. But whereas Special Forces are often seen as a national prerogative, 
the transatlantic Alliance also has a NATO Special Operations Headquarters (NSHQ) where Special Forces 
work together 

Inside NATO's Special Forces network, NATOchannel.tv/ You Tube, 22 February 

 

Transatlantic Cooperation: 
All alone?  What US retrenchment means for Europe and NATO, François Heisbourg, Wolfgang 
Ischinger, George Robertson and Kori Schake, Edited by Tomas Valasek, Centre for European 
Reform February 2012 - with the US reducing its role in NATO, the Europeans need to assume 
more military responsibility, and the alliance needs to narrow its ambitions 

As the EU Said at the NATO Summit, Sven Biscop, Egmont Security Policy Brief No. 33, February 2012 – 
the May 2012 NATO Summit in Chicago will see the first results of the new attempt to make Europeans more 
capable militarily. Having decided last December on projects addressing some of the key shortfalls, the EU 
has a unique opportunity to deliver a strong message – if projects become reality. The European Council can 
be the tool, and its President the voice, of a strong collective effort 

Europeans Ignore Strain In Ties To U.S., Judy Dempsey, Letter from Europe, International Herald Tribune, 7 
February  

The whole point of nuclear 
submarines is that they go all 
around the world and you don't 
know where they are. That's why 
they're a deterrent 

Mark Lyall Grant, British 
Ambassador to the United 
Nations, responding to an 
assertion by Argentina's top 
diplomat that one of the UK's 
ballistic missile submarines was 
sailing close to the disputed 
Falkland Islands; cited in British 
Ballistic Missile Sub in South 
Atlantic, Argentina Says, Global 
Security Newswire, 13 February 

 

http://www.nti.org/media/pdfs/Away_from_a_World_of_Peril.pdf?_=1328126820
http://www.nti.rsvp1.com/gsn/article/strong-russian-nuclear-force-averts-conflict-putin/?mgh=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nti.org&mgf=1
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10736700.2012.655083
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10736700.2012.655083
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/nuke/RL32572.pdf
http://www.nti.rsvp1.com/gsn/article/new-start-successor-discussions-seen-addressing-all-us-russian-nuclear-arms/?mgh=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nti.org&mgf=1
http://www.nti.rsvp1.com/gsn/article/new-start-successor-discussions-seen-addressing-all-us-russian-nuclear-arms/?mgh=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nti.org&mgf=1
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/julian-borger-global-security-blog/2012/feb/03/nuclear-weapons-tactical
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-16877666
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/americas/former-us-defense-official-vershbow-takes-over-as-natos-deputy-chief/2012/02/15/gIQAxaWgFR_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/americas/former-us-defense-official-vershbow-takes-over-as-natos-deputy-chief/2012/02/15/gIQAxaWgFR_story.html
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-1A461B80-7CD767FF/natolive/news_84362.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-1A461B80-7CD767FF/natolive/news_84362.htm
http://icrtopblog.org/2012/02/28/feature-civil-society-reflects-on-challenges-for-rtop-post-libya-civil-society-reflects-on-challenges-for-rtop-post-libya/
http://www.newstatesman.com/middle-east/2012/02/syria-assad-intervention
http://www.theindependent.co.zw/local/34157-mugabe-fears-nato-attack.html
http://www.stanleyfoundation.org/publications/policy_memo/R2PNextDecadePM.pdf
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/news_84662.htm?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NATO+Update+201209&utm_content=NATO+Update+201209+CID_3c2b49c87d83c301b8ccf7aa21135363&utm_source=Email+marketing+software&utm_term=NATOs+Special+Forces+Network
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HaO4a3MkJ8I
http://www.cer.org.uk/sites/default/files/publications/attachments/pdf/2012/rp_089_publish-4739.pdf
http://www.egmontinstitute.be/papers/12/sec-gov/SPB33.pdf
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticle.asp?xfile=data/opinion/2012/February/opinion_February30.xml&section=opinion&col=
http://www.nti.rsvp1.com/gsn/article/british-ballistic-missile-sub-south-atlantic-argentina/?mgh=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nti.org&mgf=1
http://www.nti.rsvp1.com/gsn/article/british-ballistic-missile-sub-south-atlantic-argentina/?mgh=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nti.org&mgf=1
http://www.nti.rsvp1.com/gsn/article/british-ballistic-missile-sub-south-atlantic-argentina/?mgh=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nti.org&mgf=1
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Remarks by NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen at the Munich Security Conference plenary 
session on “Building Euro-Atlantic Security, 4 February 

Panetta Pledges Troops for NATO Response Force to Assure Europe, Bloomberg, 4 February 

♠♠ EASI: Euro-Atlantic Security Initiative, Final Report, Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace, February 2012 - 26 former generals, senior policymakers, and 
businesspeople from Russia, North America, and Europe warned that the security 
situation in the Euro-Atlantic region is sliding backward, and called for the creation of a 
new, more ambitious security dialogue in the region. The project is co-chaired by NTI 
co-chairman Sam Nunn, former German deputy foreign minister and ambassador to 
the United States Wolfgang Ischinger and former Russian foreign minister Igor Ivanov. 
The report lays out a series of concrete steps in six areas to improve relations between 
Russia, Europe, and the United States, leading to the eventual creation of a genuine 
Euro-Atlantic Security Community: missile defence cooperation in Europe; Lengthened 
early warning and decision-making time in the military sphere; Resolution of protracted 
conflicts; Reconciliation of historical grievances between states; Stabilization of the 

European Union-Russian gas relationship; and Collaboration in the Arctic; Euro-Atlantic Goals, Wolfgang 
Ischinger, Igor Ivanov and Sam Nunn, New York Times, 31 January 

This Week at War: What Is NATO Good For? Robert Haddick, Foreign Policy, 3 February - the US pivot to 
Asia could give the military alliance a chance to find a new identity 

The Transatlantic Bargain, volume edited by Mark Ducasse, NATO Defense College, January 2012 

 

Transparency and Accountability: 
Report of the Defense Science Board Task Force on Basic Research, Office of the Under Secretary of 
Defense for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics, Washington, D.C., January 2012 - the US DoD basic 
research program has many strengths as well as some serious weaknesses, according to this report, but it 
needs to open up and to improve its information management practices. "As is true for most programs in the 
DoD,... less bureaucracy and more transparency would be welcome improvements," the DSB study said. 
Current DoD information practices are not even responsive to internal agency needs, let alone requests from 
outsiders, the DSB found (c/o Secrecy News, Federation of American Scientists) 

Silent State - The Campaign Against Whistleblowers in Washington, Peter Van Buren, TomDispatch.com, 9 
February 

Gary Ross, Who Watches the Watchmen? The Conflict Between National Security and Freedom of the 
Press, US Defense Intelligence Agency's National Intelligence University, Washington, DC, July 2011 – this 
book-length study argues that the tension between maintaining national security secrets and the public’s 
right to know cannot be “solved,” but can be better understood and more intelligently managed. 

 

Upcoming Events:             (photo credit: ex.libris/flickr) 

Women and Security: Leaders, Targets, and Activists - An 
international Women’s Day Event, The Atlantic Treaty Association, in 
cooperation with the Youth Atlantic Treaty Association, 8 March, 
Brussels – this Panel Debate will focus on a range of issues, 
including participation of women in peace and security leadership, 
victimization of women through sexual violence, and women’s 
initiation of civil society level security projects 

Security Jam, 19-23 March – online discussion bringing together thousands of representatives of national 
governments and armed forces, international institutions, NGOs, think-tanks, industry, university and the 
media to find solutions to global security issues 

Smart Defense: Can a Lean NATO Meet the Challenges of the 21st Century? 28-30 March, The Chicago 
Club, Chicago, Illinois, US – this international conference will focus on the challenges confronting the 
alliance in a time of changing threats and constrained resources. Papers commissioned for this conference 
will be released in advance of the NATO Summit. The Chicago Council is organizing the conference with a 
consortium of partners from NATO members including Canada, France, Turkey, Poland, Germany and UK 

ASIS 11th European Security Conference & Exhibition, London, 15-17 April - Adrian Kendry, Head of 
Defence and Security Economics, at NATO HQ will be the opening keynote speaker 

http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/opinions_84197.htm?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NATO+Update+-+201206&utm_content=NATO+Update+-+201206+CID_f8b17d9c265f4ce0f17d01ef656255f6&utm_source=Email+marketing+software&utm_term=More
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-02-04/panetta-pledges-troops-for-nato-response-force-to-assure-europe.html
http://www.nti.org/media/pdfs/EASI_FinalReport.pdf?_=1328290558
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/01/opinion/euro-atlantic-goals.html
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2012/02/03/this_week_at_war_what_is_nato_good_for_by_robert_haddick
http://www.ndu.edu/inss/docUploaded/Transatlantic%20Bargain.pdf
http://www.fas.org/irp/agency/dod/dsb/basic.pdf
http://www.tomdispatch.com/post/175500/tomgram%3A_peter_van_buren%2C_in_washington%2C_fear_the_silence%2C_not_the_noise/
http://www.fas.org/sgp/eprint/ross.pdf
http://www.fas.org/sgp/eprint/ross.pdf
http://ni-u.edu/ni_press/press.html
http://www.flickr.com/photos/exlibris/
http://www.ata-sec.org/upcoming-events/257-women-and-security-leaders-targets-and-activists
http://www.ata-sec.org/upcoming-events/257-women-and-security-leaders-targets-and-activists
http://www.securitydefenceagenda.org/Contentnavigation/SecurityJam/tabid/1249/Default.aspx
http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/files/About_Us/Articles_and_Commentary/FY_12/The_2012_G8_and_NATO_Summits_in_Chicago.aspx
http://www.sourcesecurity.com/events/free-event-listing/asis-international-european-security-conference-2012.html
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Global Day of Action on Military Spending, 17 April – this second 
annual Global Day of Action on Military Spending is being 
organised to coincide with the release of the Stockholm 
International Peace Research Institute’s (SIPRI) new annual 
figures on world military expenditures. On this day, people on all 
continents will join together in joint actions to focus public, 
political, and media attention on the costs of military spending and the need for new priorities 

Shadow NATO Summit, Washington DC, 14-15 May - Organised by BASIC, Bulletin of the Atomic 
Scientists, The Elliott School of International Affairs, NATO Watch and Strategy International, this two-day 
conference will draw together officials, NGOs, activists, students and other representatives of civil society to 
discuss the big themes around transatlantic security and the future of NATO. Please contact NATO Watch 
for further details 

Young Atlanticist Summit, 18-21 May, Chicago, US - organised by the Chicago Council in partnership with 
The Atlantic Council, will include 50-75 young leaders, between 26-35 years of age, recruited from all NATO 
countries and some partner countries. The Young Atlanticist Summit will connect emerging leaders from 
North America, Europe, and other relevant regions with one another and with today’s Alliance leaders. The 
application form, as well as participant qualifications and detailed information on the NATO Working Group 
and the 2012 Young Atlanticist Summits, can be found at www.youngatlanticist.org 

NATO Chicago Summit: 20-21 May 2012  

The Chicago Council Plans Suite of Activities Around G8 and NATO Summits, 
Chicago Council on Global Affairs – includes two public program speaker series: 

 "In Jeopardy? Europe and the Transatlantic Alliance" focuses on the future of the 
transatlantic alliance, global economic issues, and conflict and security strategies in multiple 
arenas. Confirmed speakers include: former Ambassador to NATO R. Nicholas Burns (March 
28), Financial Times columnist Martin Wolf (April 23), and former U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine K. Albright (May 2).  

 "On the Summits: Perspectives from Global Leaders" gives Chicagoans an opportunity to hear from visiting 
leaders. Confirmed speakers include: U.S. Permanent Representative to NATO Ivo Daadler (March 1), British 
Ambassador to the U.S. Sir Peter Westmacott (March 21), Supreme Allied Commander Admiral James G. 
Stavridis, and President of the Czech Republic Vaclav Klaus (May 22).  

NATO Parliamentary Assembly Spring Session, Tallin, 25-28 May 2012 

 

Security News from NATO Member States:  
 

(photo credit: darkmatter/flickr) 

Canada 

The Strategic Outlook for Canada, Paul Chapin and George 
Petrolekas, Vimy Paper No.5: February 2012 

Canadian plans for a military air force hub in Germany go ahead 
despite protests, Toronto Star, 23 February 

At last, Canada has a counterterrorism strategy, The Ottawa Citizen, 
13 February 

Canada needs more accurate bombs, says head of Libya mission, Montreal Gazette, 13 February 

Canada withdraws from NATO surveillance program, Vancouver Sun, 9 February 

NATO strong despite defence cuts: MacKay, London Free Press, 4 February 

Denmark 

Army chief ordered figures changed, Politiken.dk, 8 February - Parliament was misinformed 13 times about 
the number of Iraqi prisoners 

Estonia 

Estonia awards George W. Bush for supporting its NATO membership, Washington Post, 1 February 

France 

Memorial dedicated to those who have lost their lives under NATO flag unveiled in France, NATO News, 25 
February - a memorial was unveiled in Fréthun, in the north of France, to honour those who died in 

http://demilitarize.org/
http://www.natowatch.org/contact
http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/files/About_Us/Articles_and_Commentary/FY_12/Young_Atlanticist_NATO_Working_Group_and_Young_Leaders_Summit_Call_for_Nominations.aspx
http://www.youngatlanticist.org/
http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/files/About_Us/Articles_and_Commentary/FY_12/The_2012_G8_and_NATO_Summits_in_Chicago.aspx
http://www.nato-pa.int/Default.asp?SHORTCUT=2645
http://www.flickr.com/photos/cdm/
http://cda-cdai.ca/cdai/uploads/cdai/vimypaper2012-final.pdf
http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/politics/article/1135692--canadian-plans-for-a-military-air-force-hub-in-germany-go-ahead-despite-protests?bn=1
http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/politics/article/1135692--canadian-plans-for-a-military-air-force-hub-in-germany-go-ahead-despite-protests?bn=1
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/news/last+Canada+counterterrorism+strategy/6142567/story.html
http://www.montrealgazette.com/news/Canada+needs+more+accurate+bombs+says+head+Libya+mission/6147074/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/news/Canada+withdraws+from+NATO+surveillance+program/6129783/story.html
http://www.lfpress.com/news/canada/2012/02/04/19338821.html
http://politiken.dk/newsinenglish/ECE1532570/memo-army-chief-ordered-figures-changed/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/estonia-awards-george-w-bush-for-supporting-its-nato-membership/2012/02/01/gIQASY6UhQ_story.html
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/news_84675.htm?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NATO+Update+201209&utm_content=NATO+Update+201209+CID_3c2b49c87d83c301b8ccf7aa21135363&utm_source=Email+marketing+software&utm_term=Memorial+to+NATOs+fallen+unveiled+in+France
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operations under the NATO flag, passing on their memory to 
future generations, and fostering further international 
collaboration concerning war operations and their 
commemoration (photo credit: NATO) 

Germany 

Germany Closes Afghan Military Base Early, Der Spiegel, 24 
February 

Germany's Role in Europe and the European Debt Crisis, 
George Friedman, STRATFOR, 31 January 

Greece 

NATO Secretary General - Joint press conference w/ Defence Minister of Greece, NATOchannel.tv/ You 
Tube, 17 February 

NATO Secretary General - Building security when times are tough, You Tube, 17 February - speech by 
NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen in Athens 

NATO SG urges all Cyprus parties to their utmost to find a solution, Famagusta Gazette, 16 February 

NATO chief: Greek crisis opportunity for defence reform, PublicServiceEurope.com, 16 February 
-------------------------------- 
NATO Review: Greece and Turkey: 60 years in NATO, February 2012  

2012 marks 60 years since Turkey and Greece joined NATO in 1952. This edition of NATO Review, gauges 
how the countries have changed in the last six decades, looks at their relationship with each other and asks 
where their security outlooks lay now (see articles on Turkey below) 

Greece and NATO: a long lasting relationship - the Alternate Minister of National 
Defence of Greece, Yiannis Ragoussis, tells NATO Review how important NATO is 
for Greece, as well as about his country’s active membership 
in NATO 

The Way Forward: Sixty years from the accession of Greece 
and Turkey to NATO - Dr Marina Skordeli analyses the strategic importance and 
location of Greece and Turkey and how each country derives its significance from 

different considerations and threat assessments 

Greece: what 60 years in NATO means - What did it feel like to join NATO in 1952? 
Here we ask, among other experts, someone who was there. Vice-Admiral Vasilios 
Mitsakos recounts how Greece joining the young NATO Alliance meant spending 

more time with international counterparts. And how even babysitting duties drew 
countries together... 

Greece and NATO: view from the next generation - What do young Greeks feel about 
NATO? Do they know - or care - what it is for? Here we ask three young Greek 
students how they see NATO's past, present and future 

The historic document confirming Greece and Turkey joining NATO - here we reprint 
the 'Resolution on the accession of Greece and Turkey to the North Atlantic Treaty', 
signed in 1952 

Italy 

Italy to cut Joint Strike Fighter orders, Financial Times, 15 February - Admiral 
Giampaolo Di Paola, defence minister, told parliament that Italy would reduce its purchases to 90 aircraft 
from the 131 ordered in 2002 at an original cost of €15bn 

Norway 

Norway supports Smart Defence through Building Integrity, NATO News, 3 February - meeting at NATO HQ 
the Norwegian Minister of Defence underlined the importance of building smart institutions to support smart 
defence 

Romania 

Romania, 12 other NATO countries to buy EUR 3 bln no-pilot planes and surveillance system, Romania-
Insider.com, 16 February 

http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/0,1518,817370,00.html
http://www.stratfor.com/weekly/germanys-role-europe-and-european-debt-crisis?utm_source=freelist-f&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20120131&utm_term=gweekly&utm_content=readmore&elq=5d12e64f3ed940b285b5b1b064e27c75
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RZMFCyE33wg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UBw0BHWiZ1c
http://famagusta-gazette.com/nato-sg-urges-all-cyprus-parties-to-their-utmost-to-find-a-solution-p14514-69.htm
http://www.publicserviceeurope.com/article/1514/nato-chief-greek-crisis-opportunity-for-defence-reform
http://www.nato.int/docu/review/2012/Turkey-Greece/EN/index.htm
http://www.nato.int/docu/review/2012/Turkey-Greece/Greece-NATO-partnership/EN/index.htm
http://www.nato.int/docu/review/2012/Turkey-Greece/Greece-Turkey-60-years-NATO/EN/index.htm
http://www.nato.int/docu/review/2012/Turkey-Greece/Greece-Turkey-60-years-NATO/EN/index.htm
http://www.nato.int/docu/review/2012/Turkey-Greece/Greece-60-years-NATO/EN/index.htm
http://www.nato.int/docu/review/2012/Turkey-Greece/Greece-NATO-future/EN/index.htm
http://www.nato.int/docu/review/2012/Turkey-Greece/Greece-Turkey-membership/EN/index.htm
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/6fa9b130-57f2-11e1-bf61-00144feabdc0.html
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/news_84137.htm?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NATO+Update+-+201206&utm_content=NATO+Update+-+201206+CID_f8b17d9c265f4ce0f17d01ef656255f6&utm_source=Email+marketing+software&utm_term=Norway+supports+Smart+Defence+through+Building+Integrity
http://www.romania-insider.com/romania-12-other-nato-countries-to-buy-eur-3-bln-no-pilot-planes-and-surveillance-system/49535/
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Turkey         

NATO Secretary General Speech - New NATO, New Turkey, NATOchannel.tv/ You Tube, 20 February 

Turkey and NATO Sixty Years On, Süreyya Yiğit, The Journal of Turkish Weekly, 20 February  
------------------------- 
NATO Review: Greece and Turkey: 60 years in NATO, February 2012  

2012 marks 60 years since Turkey and Greece joined NATO in 1952. This edition of NATO Review, gauges 
how the countries have changed in the last six decades, looks at their relationship with each other and asks 

where their security outlooks lay now (see articles on Greece above) 

Turkey: interview with Defence Minister Yilmaz - NATO Review interviews Turkish 
Defence Minister Ismet Yilmaz about smart defence, Turkish 
foreign policy and what being in NATO for 60 years means 

Turkey: what 60 years in NATO means - does NATO have a 
role to play in Turkey's new stronger foreign policy outlook? Does the Turkish public 
see NATO as necessary? Here we ask Turkish journalists and analysts to describe 
how they feel NATO looks from a Turkish perspective 

The historic document confirming Greece and Turkey joining NATO - here we reprint 
the 'Resolution on the accession of Greece and Turkey to the North Atlantic Treaty', 
signed in 1952 
-------------------- 
Turkey Pledges No Third Country Use of NATO Defenses, Voice of America, 17 
February 

NATO Secretary General thanks Turkey for vital role in the Alliance, NATO News, 17 
February - the NATO Secretary General, accompanied by the Chairman of the Military 
Committee, visited Ankara on 16 - 17 February 2012 and met with President Abdullah 
Gul and Minister of Foreign Affairs Ahmet Davutoglu (photo credit: NATO) 

Turkey and the Bomb, Sinan Ülgen, Carnegie Paper, February 2012 - though most 
states that want a nuclear weapon can get one through determined effort, the fact 
remains that most choose not to proliferate. Turkey is no exception. Not even the prospect of a nuclear-
armed Iran is likely to push Ankara to develop its own nuclear weapons. The only circumstance where such 
a scenario would acquire a degree of likelihood is a breakdown in Turkey’s security relationship with the US 

Turkey and NATO: 60 Years On, Menekse Tokya, Journal of Turkish Weekly, 15 February - since Turkey joined 
NATO on February 18th 1952, it has remained the lynchpin of its security policy, protecting the country from 
internal and external threats while constituting the cornerstone of Euro-Atlantic integration and co-operation 

Rasmussen praises Turkey’s crucial role within NATO, Today’s Zaman, 9 February 

Turkey aims to increase ballistic missile ranges, Hürriyet Daily News, 1 February - missiles with a range of 
2,500 km are a realistic target according to Professor Yücel Altınbaşak, head of Turkey’s State Scientific 
Research Institute. However, analysts remain uncertain as to Turkey’s capacity or need to achieve this goal 

Turkey as a NATO Partner: Reality vs. Rhetoric, Yurter Ozcan, Turkish Policy Quarterly, Volume 10 No.3, 
Fall 2011 - the Turkish government uses an often negative rhetoric vis-à-vis Turkey’s NATO membership 
that correlates with public opinion towards the US. Yet these trends are at odds with the major decisions that 
the governing party has made, which instead point towards a growing cooperation with NATO partners 

United Kingdom 

UK aircraft carrier plans in confusion as ministers revisit square one, The Guardian, 1 March - decision 
expected by Easter on which US joint strike fighter Britain will buy 

Independent Scotland could join Nato, say SNP sources, The Guardian, 1 March - SNP is believed to be 
considering scrapping opposition to Nato membership as part of radical shakeup of defence strategy 

U.K. Unprepared for Biological Strike, Opposition Party Says, Global Security Newswire, 23 February; 21st 
Century Defence -The Labour Party Shadow Defence Review, Consultation paper, February 2012 

U.K. Must do More to Prepare For EMP Attack, Lawmakers Say, Global Security Newswire, 22 February 

UK-France declaration on security and defence, 10 Downing Street, 17 February 

How secret renditions shed light on MI6's licence to kill and torture, Ian Cobain, The Guardian, 14 February - 
Little-known clause lets secretary of state authorise UK's spies to commit crimes abroad 
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http://www.voanews.com/english/news/europe/Turkey-Pledges-No-Third-Country-Use-of-NATO-Defenses-139531993.html
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-1A461B80-7CD767FF/natolive/news_84523.htm
http://carnegieendowment.org/files/turkey_bomb.pdf
http://www.turkishweekly.net/news/131373/turkey-and-nato-60-years-on.html
http://www.todayszaman.com/news-270993-rasmussen-praises-turkeys-crucial-role-within-nato.html
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkey-aims-to-increase-ballistic-missile-ranges.aspx?pageID=238&nID=12731&NewsCatID=345
https://www.turkishpolicy.com/dosyalar/files/Yurter%20Ozcan%282%29.pdf
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2012/mar/01/uk-aircraft-carrier-us-strike-fighter
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http://www.labour.org.uk/uploads/0816d8a8-a26a-8384-bdef-ef79b07edebe.pdf
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http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/uk-france-declaration-security/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/feb/14/mi6-licence-to-kill-and-torture
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Scottish independence: SNP deeply divided over policy to withdraw from membership of Nato, The 
Scotsman, 13 February 

SNP heading for Nato U-turn in referendum battle plans, Kenny Farquharson, Scotland on Sunday, 12 
February 

Defence cuts threaten ability to run concurrent campaigns, MPs say, 
The Guardian, 8 February  

Equipment manufacture dogs MoD, Financial Times, 31 January 

The Destinations of the Defence Pound, Trevor Taylor and John 
Louth, RUSI Briefing Paper, January 2012  

United States  

DOD Issues New Information Security Regulation, Secrecy News, 
from the FAS Project on Government Secrecy, Volume 2012, Issue 
No. 17, 27 February - the new regulation, published in four volumes 
as DoD Manual 5200.01 and dated 24 February 2012, replaces 
Information Security Regulation 5200.1-R, which dates from 1997 

Militants and civilians killed in multiple US Somalia strikes, Chris Woods, 
Bureau of Investigative Journalism, 22 February  

Nothing "Off-base" About Ron Paul's Estimates of U.S. Bases 
Overseas, David Vine, Foreign Policy in Focus, 20 February 

Scoring the Global War on Terror - From Liberation to Assassination in Three Quick Rounds, Andrew 
Bacevich, TomDispatch.com, 19 February 

Defense: FY2012 Budget Request, Authorization and Appropriations, Pat Towell, Congressional Research 
Service, 13 February 

Conventional Prompt Global Strike and Long-Range Ballistic Missiles: Background and Issues, Amy F. 
Woolf, Congressional Research Service, 13 February 

Admiral Seeks Freer Hand in Deployment of Elite Forces, New York Times, 12 February 

83% of Americans support Obama's drones: poll, Global Post, 8 February - a new poll finds overwhelming 
approval for President Obama's national security policies among Americans 

♠♠ Offshore Everywhere - How Drones, Special Operations Forces, and the U.S. Navy Plan to End National 
Sovereignty As We Know It, Tom Engelhardt, TomDispatch.com, 5 February 

♠♠ A Historical Perspective on “Hollow Forces”, Andrew Feickert and Stephen Daggett, Congressional 
Research Service, 31 January - Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta and other officials have warned that if 
US military spending is cut significantly, the unacceptable result would be a "a hollow force incapable of 
sustaining the missions it is assigned". But this report by the CRS suggests that the use of the term "hollow 
force" is inappropriate and unwarranted under present circumstances (via Secrecy News, FAS, 3 February) 

Pentagon Unveils New Plan for Conventional Submarine-Based Ballistic Missiles, Global Security Newswire, 
27 January 

U.S. Special Operations Forces (SOF): Background and Issues for Congress, Andrew Feickert, 
Congressional Research Service, 11 January - over the past decade, the number of US SOF personnel has 
nearly doubled, while budgets for special operations have nearly tripled, and overseas deployments have 
quadrupled (via Secrecy News, FAS, 1 February) 

U.S. Special Operations Command Fact Book 2012, US Special Operations Command (USSOCOM) Public 
Affairs (via Secrecy News, FAS, 1 February)  

The Future of U.S. Special Operations Forces: Ten Years After 9/11 and Twenty-Five Years After Goldwater-
Nichols, hearing before a subcommittee of the House Armed Services Committee, 22 September 2011 

IDEAS, FEEDBACK, SUGGESTIONS? 

Ideas, feedback, suggestions? We want to hear from you. Please contact us at NATO Watch with any 
news and stories for the Observatory, as well as feedback or suggestions.   

NATO Watch | 17 Strath | Gairloch | Scotland | IV21 2BX 
 

Having worked at the MoD I can 
say with complete certainty that 
the Buy British policy resulted in 
deaths of servicemen, in both 
cases I'm thinking of the senior 
military staff were forced to buy 
British equipment which was not 
only inferior but also more 
expensive 

Online comment, MoD will no 
longer favour UK companies, 
Financial Times, 31 January 
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